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Tne f o l l o w i n g  p l a n  h a d  b e e n  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s ,  w i t h  
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7 5 .  I b n  K n a l d u n ,  Al-Mu q a d d a m a t  o r  P r o l eg o m en a .  A r a b l e  t e x t
wi t n  F r e n c n  t r a n s l a t i o n  by Q u a t rem & re  i n  bo t i c e s  ej, 
E x t r a i  t s , x v i  - x x i .
7 6 .  Tbn K h a l i i k a n ,  g l c g r a p h !  c a l  p i c  t i p  n a r y . T r a n s l a t e d  by
B a r o n  M acGuokin  do Si .a n d  j L o n d o n ,  184-3 -71 .  (U s ed  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t n  t n e  A r a b l e  t e x t ,  B u l a q ,  1 8 5 8  ) **•
7 7 .  Tbn Q u t a i b a ,  L i b e r  p o e s i s  e t  p i e t a r u m .  E d i t e d  by E .  d e
Gee j e .
7 8 .  Tbn Sa  rd ,  ( A T - l ' a b a q a t ) Tbn S a a d ,  B i o g r a p n i e n  Munammoao.
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T .e y d e n l9 0 4 ,
7 9 .  n I b n  Abl I 9 § a i b i r a, '  f 'uyun a l - a n b a >  T e x t  by A . M u l l e r .
  T _____ K o n i g s b e r g , 1 8 8 4 .
8 0 .  J a u s s e n , R . P .  a n d  S a v i g n a c ,  m j .  s i o n  a r c h e o l c g i q u e  e n  A r a b l e  
P a r i s , 1909  * 
8 1 .  r J u r j l  Z a i d a n , Umayyads a n d  f A b b a s i d s . T r a n s l a t e d  by 
L. S .Mar g c l i c u t n .  L o n d o n ,  1 8 9 7 .
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8 5 .  K a s n f  a l - m a h j u b , by  f  A l l  i b n  f Utnman a l - J u l l a b i  a l -
H u j w i r i .  T r a n s l a t e d  by f l . A . b i c n o l s o n .  L o n d o n , 1 9 1 1 ,
8 4 ,  K i e s e w e t t e r ,  R . G , , D ie  M u s l k  d e r  A r a b e r . l e i p s i e ,  1 8 4 2 .
8 5 .  K c s e g a r  t e n T .  J ,  L. , A l i i  I s p a n a n e n s i s  L i b e r  C a n t i l e n a r a m .
G r i p e s v c l f i a e ,  1 8 4 0 - 4 3 .
K c s e g a r  t e n , T  9 J . L . , U e b e r  d i e  Ben e n n u n g  e i n l g e r  Bunde  a u f  
dem G r i f f b r e t e  d e r  A r a b i s o h e n  L a u t e .  I n  Z e i t g c n r . 
f . d .  Kunde d . j ^ r g e n l a n d e s , v ,  1 8 5 0 .
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8 7 .  Lammens,  P . H . , E t u d e s  s u r  l e  r e g n e d u  Cal i f e  Qma'iyade
Mo fa w i a I © r • a n d  Le c a l i f a t  Ie 1 a z i d I 9 r ™ I n  
M & langes  d e  l a  F a c u i t e  o r i e n u a l e ,  I - V I I ,  B e y r c u t n
1 9 0 6 —2 1 .  5
88 7  L a n d ,  J . P . H . ,  Re one r  c i i e s  axxr 1* h i s  t o  i r e  de  l a  gramme
a r a b e . I n  T r a n s . I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Con g r e s o f  
Or i e n t a l i s t s  a t  L e y d e n , 1 8 8 2 .
8 9 .  L a n d ,  J . P . N . ,  R em arks  on  t n e  E a r l i e s t  Devel o p m e n t  o f
A r a b i c  M u s i c .  I n  T r a n s .  I n t e r n a t l o n a l  C o n g re s s  o f  
O r i e n t a l i s t s  a t  L o n d o n ,  1 8 9 2 .
9 0 .  L a n e ,  E . , An A r a b i c - En^. i s n  Le x i c o n . L o n d o n ,  186  5 , s e q .
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91  L a n e ,  E . , Tne A r a b i a n  n i g h t s
9 2 . L a n e - P o c 1 e , S . ,  Tne Mqt r  s  i n  S p a l  n , L o n d o n , 1 8 9 0 .
9 5 .  Lav i g n a c , A , , E n c y c l o p e d i a  de  l a  m u s i q u e . P a r i s , 1 9 1 5 -
9 4 .  L e c l e r c , L . ,  H i s t c i r e  de  l a  m e d i c i n e  a r a b e .  P a r i s , 1 8 7 6 .
9 5 .  Le S t r a n g e ,  G . ,  B ag h d ad  V.uring t n e  f A b b a s i d  C a l i p h a t e .
O x f o r d ,  1 9 0 0 .
9 6 .  L i c n t e n t n a l ,  P . ,  L i z i o n a r i o  e B i b l i o g r a p n i a  d e l i  a M u s i c a  
^  M i l a n ,  1 8 2 6 .
• 9 1 a . L a n e , E .  M odern  E g y p t i a n s . L o n d o n , i 8 6 0 .





1 0 1 .
1 0 2 .
1 0 5 .
M a r g o l i o u t n , i J ,  S.  , Tne Or i g i n s  o f  A r a b i c  P o e t r y .  I n  
" i J S i  AJ5-• , J u l y , 1 9 2 5 .  "
M ^ s p e r o ,  - H i s  t o i r e  a n c i e n n e  d e s  p e u p l e s  de  1 ’o r i e n t .
P a r i s ,  1875."  *
M i r k n w a n d ,  The R a u z a t  u s - s a f a . T r a n s l a t e d  by  E . R e n a t s e t ,  
L o n d o n ,  1 8 9 1 - 9 4 .
M i s k a w a i n i , &c. Tne E x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t  ne  H a t i o n s . E d i t e d  
By H . F , Amedroz & D . S . M a r g c l i c u t n .  O x f o r d , 1 9 2 0  s e q .
M i s n k a t  a l - m a s a b i n ,
Mi t  j a n a , R . , Id O r i e n t a l i s m e  m u s i c a l  e t  l a  mus i q u e  a r a b e . 
I n  La M o n d e  Qr i e n t a l e . 1 9 0 6 .  U p p s a l a .
M i t j a n a , R . , La m u s i q u e  en E s p a g n e m I n  L a v i g n a c  f s  
E n cy c l o p e d i a .  Tom© I V .  S e e  a b o v e .
1 0 5 ,  M u i r , W . , S i r ,  Tne  Li f e  e f  Muhammad, E d i n b u r g h , 1925
1 0 6 .  M u n k , S . , M e l a n g e s  d e  P n i l c s o p n i e  J u i v e  e t  A r a b e .
L P a r i s ,  1 8 5 9 .
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1 0 8 .  H iono  1 s c n , R, A . , A L i t e r a r y  H i s t c r y  c f  t n e  A r a b s .
L o n d o n ,  1 9 1 4 .
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1 1 1 .  Owen, J . ,  Ske p t i c s  o f  t n e  I t a l i a n  R e n a i s s a n c e  L o n d o n , 189
 - P .  R, S . -------
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1 1 2 ,  P a r  i  so  t  . / M u s i q u e  p r  i e  n t  a l  e ,  P a r  i s ,  1 8 9 8 .
1 1 5 .  P e r r o n , F e m m e s  a r a b e s v  a v a n t  1 1I s l a m i s m e . P a r i s ,
1 1 4 .  P e r r o t - C n i p l e z , H j s t o i r e  de  1 ?a r  t .  P a r i s ,  1 8 8 2 - 9 8 .
1 1 5 . Raw !i n s o n ,  G . , Tne F i v e  G r e a t  M o n a r c h i e s , L o n d o n , 1 8 7 1 .
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l a  B i b l i o t e o a  H a c i o n a l  de  M a d r i d .  M a d r i d , 1 8 8 9 .
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A b h a n d .  z .  G e s c h i c h t e  d e r  M atnm a t i k . v l . L e i p s i c , 1 8 9 2 .
l o Q .  T a g o r e , S , M e S i r ,  U n i v e r s a l  H i s t o r y  o r  M u s i c .  C a l c u t t a ,  
1 8 9 6 .
1 5 1 .  T o d e r i n i , G . ,  L e t t e r a t u r a  T u r c n e s c a . V e n i c e , 1 7 8 7 .
1 5 2 .  T r i p e  d o ,  P . ,  Lo s t a t o  d e g l i  s t u d i i ,  s u l i a  | | u s l c a  d e g l i
Arab i . Rome, 1 9 0 4 .
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1 5 5 .  T r i t t c n ,  Tne S a b a e a n s .  I n  Tne E n c y , o f  Re l i g i o n  & E t h i c s  
V o l . ^ x .  E d i n b u r g h ,  1 9 1 b .
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1 5 4 .  Vcn H a m m e r , ! . ,  L i t t e r a t u r g e s c n 3 . c n t e d e r  A r a b e r .
V i e n n a ,  1 8 5 0 - 5 6 .
} 5 5 .  Von HammerTJ E x t r a ! t s  d f I b n  K n a l e d o u n .  De l a  mus i q u e .
I n  M in e s  d6 1 * o r i e n t .  V I .  V i e n n a ,  1 8 1 8 .
1 5 6 .  Von K r e m e r , A . ,  C u l t u r g e s c n i o n t i i c n e  S t r e i f z u g e  a u f  
*  d eip G e b i e t e  da^s I  s l a m s . L e i  p s i  c , 1 8 7 5 .
157  W e n r i c n ,  J . G . ,  De a u c t c r u m  G r a e c c r u m . L e i p s i c , 1 8 6 2 .
1 5 8 ,  W u s t e n f e l d 5 D ie  G o s c n i c n t s c n r e i jbe r  d e r  A r a b e r .
G o t t i n g e n ,  1 8 8 2 ;
1 5 9 .  W u s t e n f  e l d , F? , G e s c h i c h t e  d e r  a r a ^ l s b h e n  A e r z . t e ,Go t t . 1 8 4
1 4 0 . Z .D .M .G .  *= Z e i t s o h r i f  t jde r  d e u t a c n e n  mo r g e n l a n d i s c h e n
G e s e l l s c n a f  t . 5
1 4 1 .  J , R. A . S . =  j o u r n a l  c f  t n e ^ R c y  a l  A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y .
*
,fBe c o n t e n t  to  l i s t e n  t o  t n e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  wno 
d e l i g h t s  u s  o n  a  c l o u d y  d a y ” .
f Abd a i - M a s i h  i b n  r A s a l a ,  A l -M uf  ad da l '  i  y  y  a t „
”Now s i n g  to  u s .  Ay s i n g  to u s :  we p r a y e d  n e r .  
And s h e ,  w i t n  toonottmar s t r i k i n g  a  l o w  n o t e  
s l o w l y ^ c n a u n t e d  u n c jp r i f i in g ly . o s t r a n g e  i t  was 
t h a t  c a d e n c e :  j i t  came b a c k  t n e  w a i l  o f  i t  
g r a v e  a s  a  m o t h e r ' s  g r i e v i n g  t n e  o n e  s o n  
n e w - s l a i n  f r o m  h e r ” .
T a r a f a , Al-Mu f a l l a q a t .
F o r —o u r  k n o w l e d g e * ^ !  t h e  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t n e
A r a b s  i n  t n e  D ays  o f  I d o l a t r y ^  we n a v e  to t u r n  to
-  g,
one d i w a n s  o f  poems s u c n  a s  t h e  Muf a l l a q a t . t n e
M u fad d a l i y y a t t  t n e  H a m a s a ,  t n e  Akhba r  a l - l u s u s .  .' • *“  ‘ ” ' « • (yCo
t h e  Jamh a r a t  a s n f a r  a l - r a r a b ,  and  a b o v e  a l l  ^ / t n e  
m o n u m e n t a l  K j t a b  a l —a g n a n i  o f  A b u ^ i - F a r a j  a l —I s f a h a n ! .
I n  t n e s e  w o r k s  we c a n  d i s c e r n  t n a t  n o t  o n l y  i n  S c u t n  
A r a b i a ,  A i - H i j a z ,  A l - H i r a ,  and  i n  t h e  l a n d s  o f  t n e  G h a s s a n -  
- i a s ,  d i d  m u s i c  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t n e  s o c i a l  l i f e  
t-ne p e o p l e ,  b u t  e v e n  among t n e  ^ a d a w i  A r a b s  o f  t n e  
i n t e r i o r .  (X)
I n  S o u t h  A r a b i a ,  t h e  m o s t  a n c i e n t  o f  t h e  A ra b  
c i v i l i s a i i c n ^ j m u s i c  a n d  p o e t r y  f l c u r i s n e d ,  and  a l t n o u g h  
n o n e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  jf l u ^ a l l a q a t  came f r o m  t n i s  
p a r t  ( u n l e s s  we can  i n c l u d e  L a b i d ) ,  many o f  t h o s e  i n  
t n e  f f i i fadd a l i y y a t  a n d  t n e  Hamasa  w e r e  o f  s o u t h e r n  b l o o d .•" • m
We r e a d  c f  a  t u b b a f r u l e r  named I b n .  A l l s n r a  who was
s u r n a m e d  Dhu J a d a n  ( "O w ner  o f  t h e  B e a u t i f u l  V o i c e ” ) . ^
y .  De P e r c e v a l ,  H i s t  . A r a b . .  i , 7 5 - 6 .
I n  A r a b i c ,  t n e  j  a n  11 i y y  a .  Tne p e r i o d ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  
t n e  A r a b s ,  r e f e r s  p r o p e r l y  t o  t n e  t i m e  b e t w e e n  t n e  
■” C r e a t i o n  of.  t n e  Wonfe” and  t n e  b i r t h  o f  Muhammad.
The l a s t  t u & b a c r u l e r ,  f A l s  i b n  Z a i d  ( d . 5 2 5 )  a l s o  b o r e  t n i s
lag a^ b ,  and A l - I s f a n a n i  s a y s  t n a t  h e  was  t n e  f i r s t  ( ?  among
# C/ —t n e  p r i n c e s )  to  s i n g  i n  A l -Y am an .  /" Tne p r e - I s l a m i c  s o n g
A -  j; u VBAMMMMMAM** a s  T a t e  ? «.ue 9 i n  c e n t u r y ,
s i n c e  A l - M a s f u d i  q u o t e s  I b n  K h u r d a d h b i n  to t n e  e f f e c t
t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Al-Yaman p r a c t i s e d  two k i n d s  o f  m u s i c , -
_ fyc
t n e  h im y a r i  a n d  t n e  h a n a f i , m e  f o r m e r  e v i d e n t l y  b e i n g  t h e  
m u s i c  c f  t n e  H i m y a r i  t e s  a n d  t n e  l a t  t e r  . . t h a t  o f  m ore  
r e c e n t  a d o p t i o n .  S e v e r a l  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e d  i n  
I s l a m i c  t i m e s  w e r e  o f  S c u t n  A r a b i a n  p r o v e n a n c e ,  a n d
_  4 , t  _
among th e m  t h e  m i f z a f  ( a  k i n d  o f  t u n  b u r ) ,  a n d  t n e  k u s
f a ,  *  *( a  l a r ^ e  k e t t l e d r u m ) ,  4
_  *
A l - H i j a z ,  a  l a n d  c f  some c o m m e r c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  i n
t h e s e  d a y s ,  e n a b l e s  u s  to  d i s c e r n  to some b e t t e r  a d v a n t a g e  
w n a t  c o u n t e d  f o r  m u s i c a l  c u l t u r e .  Tne f a i r  a t  f U k a z ,  an d  
tn e  k a r  fra a t  M ec c a ,  h a d  l o n g  made A l - H i j a z  a  s o r t  o f  
n a t i o n a l  r e n d e z v o u s ,  w n ic h  n e i t n o r  t h e  a n c i e n t  r e n o w n  o f  
A l - Y a m a n , n o r  t n e  b r i l l i a n t  c u l t u r e  c f  A l - H i r a  a n d  G n a s s a n / 
c o u l d  e v e r  n o p e  to  r i v a l .  A l - H i j a z  was t h e  c e n t r e  o f  
tn e  i n d i g e n o u s  a r t s .  At fUkaz  tn e  p o e t s  a n d  m i n s t r e l s
f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  A r a b i a  v i e d  w i t n  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r
s u p r e m a c y  i n  t n e i r  a r t .  I t  was h e r e  t h a t  t h e  f a m o u s
— sy —
Muf a l l a q a t  w e r e  r e c i t e d  o r  s u n g . ^ *  S i n g i n g - g i r l s  ( q a i n a t )
(y
w e r e  fam ous  i n  t h e s e  d a y s , ' *  a n d  l e g e n d  l a n e s  tnem  b a c k
to  t n e  tim© c f  t h e  Banu €A m a l i a . ^  M u s i c i a n s  f r o m
A l - H i j a z  f o u n d  f a v o u r  a t  m e  G n a s s a n i d  c o u r t . ^  A m ong t n e  
m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  u s e  we r e a d  o f  t n e  m i z n a r  ( l u t e )  
t n e  mi r z a f  a  (?psal  t e r y ) .  t n e  q a s s a b a  ( f l u t e ) ,  t n e  m iz m a r  
( r e e d - p i p e ) ,  and  t n e  d u f f  ( t a m b o u r i n e ) .
*
(/C A l - I s f a i i a n i , i v ,  3 7 .  U /  A l - M a s ' u d I ,  v i i i ,  9 3 .
B r c c k e l m a n n ^  Arab . l i t . . 4 o 3 .  E n t i r e  g a s i d a s  a r e  s t i l l  
s u n g  by  t n e  frada w l  A r a b s ,  B u r e k n a r d t ,  B e d o u i n s  a n d  
W a n a b y s ,  i ,  7 5 , 2 5 5 .
(y,\ A i - I  s f  an  an I ,  v i i i , 2 .  A l - M a s r u d l ,  i i i ,  1 5 7 .
E /  A l - I s f a n a n I ,  x v i ,  15,,
2>
A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  c u l t u r e  c e n t r e  f o r  tne  A r a b s  was
A l - H i r a .  U nde r  t n e  L a k h m i d s , t n i s  h a d  become o n e  c f  t n e  • /
c e l e b r a t e d  c i t i e s  o f  t n e  E a s t .  I t  w a s  to t n i s  c a p i t a l  
o f  t n e  A r a b i a n  l a n d s  i n  M e s o p o t a m i a ,  t n a t  B anram  Ghur  
( 4 S 0 - 3 8 )  t n e  P e r s i a n  m o n a r c h  was  s e n t ,  a s  a  p r i n c e ,  to  be  
e d u c a t e d .  H e r e ,  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  h e  w a s / t a u g h t  m u s i c  
among o t n e r  A rab  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . ^  When he  a s c e n d e d  t h e  
t n r o n e ,  o n e  o f  h i s  f i r s t  e d i c t s  was t o  i m p r o v e  th e  s t a t u s  
o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  P e r s i a n  c o u r t . ' *  A l - U u fman I I I  
( c a . 5 8 0 - 6 0 2 )  was t n e  l a s t  L^nmid i n ^ ,  o f  A l - H i r a ,  a n d  
A l - T a b a r i  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  among h i s  s h o r t c o m i n g s  was a 
’’p a s s i o n  f o r  m u s i c ” .
Tne i n f l u e n c e  o f  A l - H i r a  o n  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  A r a b i a  
g e n e r a l l y  was  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  I t  was t n e  l i t e r a r y  c e n t r e  
f r o m  w hence  p o e t r y  r a d i a t e d  to a l l  p a r t s .  ^  I t  was  a t  t n e  
Laknm id  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e  p o e t s  A l - N a b i g h a ,  T a r a f a ,  f Amr i b n  
K u l t n u m ,  and f AdI i b n  Z a i d  w e r e  t r e a t e d  w i t n  p r i n c e l y  
m u n i f i c e n c e .  S e e i n g  now c l o s e l y  m u s i c  was  a l i i e d  to  
p o e t r y ,  i t  may s a f e l y  be  c o n j e c t u r e d  t n a t  m u s i c  was 
e q u a l l y  f a v o u r e d .  I t  was  f r o m  A l - H i r a  t n a t  A l - H i j a z  
b o r r o w e d  a  m ore  a r t i s t i c  s o n g  tn a n  t h e  n a s b  n i t h e r t c  u s e diWN I 7
a l s o  t n e  w c c d e n - b e l l i e d  fu d ( l u t e )  i n  t n e  p l a c e  o f  t n e
s  k i  n - b e l  l i e d "  m i z n a r , A
S y r i a ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  we a r e  s p e a k i n g  o f ,  was  a l s o  
p o p u l a t e d  by a c o n s i d e r a b l e  A r a b i a n  e i e m e n t .  Tne A rab  
I v a b a t a e a n s  o f  N o r t h - w e s t  A r a b i a  n a d  e x t e n d e d  t n e i r  i n f l u e Z e  
a s  f a r  n c r t n  a s  P a l m y r a  ( T a d r a c r ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  D am ascus  a n d  
B c § r a .  Wnen T r a j a n  b r o k e  up  t n e  Iv a b a t a e a n  k in g d o m  a t
7/% A l - T a b a r T , i , 1 8 5 . M i i v n w a n c t , i  ( i i ) , c 5 6 .  
iy. A l - M a s f u d i ,  i i i ,  1 5 7 .
Qk H u a r t ,  A ra b  . L i t . , 1 2 .  h i c n c l s o n ,  0£ , j3 jL t# , 5 ^ .
A l - M a s f u d i ,  v i i i ,  9 4 .
P e t r a  i n  1 q7 A. D. , t n e  p o l i t i c a l  & c o m m e r c i a l  l e a d e r s h i p
c f  t n e  N a b a t a e a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  p a s s e d  t c  P a l m y r a .  T h i s
r e m a i n e d  an i m p o r t a n t  c u l t u r e  c e n t r e  u n t i l  t h e  d e b a c l e
o f  2 9 2 ,  when i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  p u t  tc t n e  s w o r d .
Of t n e  s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r e  c f  t n e  N a b a t a e a n s  we n a v e  a
r e l i a b l e  i n d e x  i n  t n e  a r t  r e m a i n s  o f  P e t r a ,  B o s r a ,  a n d
P a l m y r a .  W h i l e t  we s e e  t n e  i m p r e s s  o f  G r e e c e  and  Rome .
i n  b a b a t a e a n  a r t ,  t n e r e  i s  t h e  c l e a r e s t  e v i d e n c e  t n a t  
*
t n e  o l d e r  S e m i t i c  i d e a l s  s t i l l  p e r v a d e d  t n e  s o c i a l  a n d  
r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  We knew l i t t l e  o f  t n e  m u s i c a l  c u l t u r e
o f  t n e  N a b a t a e a n s ^  S t r a b o  t e l l s  u s  t n a t  t h e y  e m p lo y e d  
m u s i c i a n s  a t  t h e i r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s . / *  A». P a l m y r a  we r e a d  
o f  t h e  k i n o r a  (** H e b .  k i n n o r ) .  w h i c h  may n a v e  b e e n  a 
k i n d  o f  b a r b i t o n . ^
A f t e r  t h e  f a l l  c f  P a l m y r a ^ t n e  t e r r i t o r y  n i t n e r t o  
c o n t r o l l e d  by t n e  N a b a t a e a n s ,  came u n d e r  t h e
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t n e  G h a s s a n i d s ,  wno becam e  t n e  p n y l a r c h s  
o f  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p e r o r s  f o r  t h e  o l d  P r o v i n c i a  A r a b i a  
a s  w e l l  a s  S y r i a .  W i tn  t h e  G h a s s a n i d s ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  c f  
B y z a n t i u m  was  p r o b a b l y  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  a n d  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t  
t n e i r  c u l t u r e  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t n e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  among 
t h e  Arab  k i n g d o m s  o f  th e  Days o f  I d o l a t r y . ^  B o th  
A l - N a b i g h a  a n d  H a s s a n  i b n  T h a b i t  h a v e  g i v e n  gLow ing  
a c c o u n t s  o f  t n e  G h a s s a n i d  c o u r t s ,  w n e r e  n e t  o n l y  A ra b  
m u s i c i a n s  f r o m  Mecca  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  w e r e  f a v o u r e d ,  b u t  
s i n g i n g - g i r l s  f r o m  A l - H i r a  a n d  B y z a n t i u m ,  f* We a r e  t o l d  
t n a t  t n e y  p l a y e d  u p o n  th e  b a r  b a t , w n i c h  was  e i t h e r  a  
l u t e  o r  a b a r b & t f l n . W  0 n  t n e  p l a i n s  c f  U ppe r
S t r a b o ,  x v i ,  i v ,  2 7 .
x v i i i ,  1 0 5 .  See  a l s o  t n e  C o r p u s  I n s c r i p t i o n -  
-um  S e m i t i e a r u n u  i i ,  N o . 2 6 8 ,  a n d  t n e  H i s s i o n  
A r c n e o l o g . i q u e  en A r a b i e ,  by  J a u s s e n  a n d  S a v i g n a c ,  
p .  “2 1 7 .
W/, E n c y . o f  I s l a m ,  i ,  1 4 2 .
'ty A l - I s f a n a n i ,  x v i ,  1 5 .
3
MQsopo l a m i a ,  w e r e  t n e  J a r m a q s  ( Jamam i g a ) , wnc a r e  s a i d  
t o  n a v e  u s e d  a  s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t  known a s  t n e  
t n e  p l a y i n g  o f  w h ic h  was s i m i l a r  tc  t n a t  c f  t h e  tu n  b u r «** 
Even  Among t n e  b a d a w i  A r a b s  o f  t n e  i n t e r i o r  we f i n d  
t h a t  m u s i c  was a p p r e c i a t e d  a s  we s n a i l  s e e .  we r e a d  
n o t  o n l y  o f  t n e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  b u t  o f  t n e  
m a t r o n s  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  p l a y i n g  and  s i n g i n g .  M u s i c a l Cu4
i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  among tnem," /(5£uMW« 
t n e  Tfli z n a r  a n d  k i r a n  ( l u t e s ) ,  t n e  muwat  
( l i t .  an  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  s t r i n g s ) ,  t n e  mizma r  ( r e e d - p i p e ) ,  
t h e  d u f f  ( t a m b o u r i n e ) ,  t n e  j a l a . i i l  ( b e l l s ) ,  a n d  t n e
n a g u s  ( c l a p p e r ) .
I n  t n e s e  v a r i o u s  A rab  k in g d o m s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  we c a n  
l o c a t e  t h r e e  d e f i n i t e  c u l t u r e  f o r c e s ,  t n e  S e m i t i c ,  t n e  
P e r s i a n ,  and  t n e  G r a e c o - B y z a n t i n e .  F i r s t & p  i n  Al-Yaman 
a n d  A l - H i j a z ,  whose  g e o g r a p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  p r o t e c t e d  them 
f r o m  mucn a l i e n  i n f l u e n c e ,  t n e  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e  was 
a l m o s t  m o l l y  A r a b i a n ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  A l - H i j a z .  J e w i s n
(ouU&LA-Ost
c u s t o m s  w e re  f e l t ,  due  tc  i.ne c . n~ i n e r a s i  e J iimaIAmjuAajim
o f  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  j e w i s n  c o m m u n i ty .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  
tn e  c o n s t a n t  i n t e r c o u r s e  o f  t n e  s e t t l e d  A rab  c o m m u n i t i e s  
w i t n  t h e  b a d aw i  A r a b s  o f  t n e  i n t e r i o r  wno h a v e  a l w a y s
p r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  p r i m i t i v e  S e m i t i c  c u s t o m s  m o s t  r i g i d l y  a s
— S/ '
i b n  K h a l d u n  p o i n t s  o u t / *  t e n d e d  t c  c o n s e r v e  t n e  p u r e l y
A r a b i a n  t r a i t s .  S e c o n d l y . -  A l - H i r a  was t h e  g a t e w a y
A/; Al-Ma s fu d l , v i i i ,  9 1 .  B a r b i o r  d e  M a y n a rd  t h i n k s  t n a t
S/. I b n  K h a l d u n ,  i t ,  2 7 1 .  f t n e  w c r d  k i n n a r a  i s  
'  i n t e n d e d .  •
o f  P e r s c - A r a m a e a n  c u l t u r e .  How muon o f  t h i s  MutyWA.
P e r s i a n  c u l t u r e  was A ryan  i s  d o u b t f u l .  I n  t n e  a r  i s  ^
e s p e c i a l l y ,  P e r s i a  w as  d e e p l y  i n d e b t e d  t c  B a b y l o n i a - A s s y r i a .  
F u r t n e r ,  A l - H I r a  a n d  M e s o p o t a m i a  g e n e r a l l y ,  w e r e  t h e  
h a b i t a t i o n s  o f  l a r g e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  A r a m a e a n s  an d  J e w s ,  
who w e r e  s t r o n g l y  im b u e d  w i t h  S e m i t i c  i d e a l s .  T h i r d l y . — 
G n a s s a n  was t h e  p o r t  o f  G r a e c o - B y z a n t i n e  c u l t u r e .  H e r e  
a l s o ,  w h i l s t  we can  p l a i n l y  d i s c e r n  t n i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  y e t  
t a e  i m p r e s s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  S e m i t i c  c u l t u r e
c a n n o t  be  i g n o r e d .  On t h e  w h o le  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  m u s i c a l  
c u l t u r e  o f  t n e  A ra b s  o f  t h e  Days  o f  I d o l a t r y  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  S e m i t i c .
W itn  t h e  A r a b s ,  whose  s t r o n g  p o i n t  i s  g e n e a l o g y ,  
m u s i c  i s  t r a c e d  t o  an a n c i e n t  o r i g i n .  J u b a l  t h e  s o n  o f  
C a i n  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  s o n g ,  w h i c h  was a n  e l e g y  
on  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A b e l . / *  B ar  H e b r a e u s , t h e  S y r i a n  t e l l s  
u s  t h a t  t n e  i n v e n t o r s  o f  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( a l a t  a l -  
m us i q i )  w e r e  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  C a i n  ( Q a i n )  h e n c e  t h e  
name q a i n a  f o r  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l . ^  i t  w i l l  be  r e c a l l e d  
t n a t  t h e  H e b re w s  make J u b a l  t n e  s o n  o f  Lam ecn ,  " t r i e  
f a t h e r  o f  a l l  s u c h  a s  h a n d l e  t h e  k i n i .o r  ( ?  l y r e )  a n d  
J u g a b  ( ?  r e e d - p i p e ) " . ' *  Tne l a t t e r / A S  Lamak, a l s o  n a s  a 
p l a c e  i n  t n e  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  c f  t h e  A r a b s  a s  t h e  
i n v e n t o r  o f  t h e  ^ u d ' ( l u t e ) .  l l i s  s o n  T u b a l  i s  c r e d i t e d  
w i t n  t h e  t a b l  (d rum )  a n d  t h e  d u f f  ( t a m b o u r i n e ) ,  w h i l s t  
h i s  d a u g h t e r  D i l a l  i s  c l a i m e d  to  n a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  t n e  
m a C a z l f . Fr om t n e  same A r a b i c  s o u r c e  we l e a r n  t h a t
w  -
A l - M a s r u d i ,  i ,  6 5 .  M i r c n w a n d ,  i  ( i ) ,  5 5 .  A l - T a b a r i ,  
i ,  1 4 6 .  A i - J u n d x ,  R i s a l a  rauc i  a l - m a s a r r a t
Bar  j e b r a e u s ,
0/. Gen e s i s ,  i v ,  2 1 .
3/, Tne m a f a z i f  w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w hose  s t r i n g s  g a v e  t n e  





tne  l u n b u r  ( p a n d o r a )  came f r o m  t n e  p e o p l e  o f  Sodom ( H u t ) ,  '
a l t h o u g h  o t h e r s  s a y  t h e  S a b / a e a n s  ( S a b i * a ) , / ‘ w n i l s t
* C /th e  G r e e k s  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  A r a b s  t h e m s e l v e s  i n v e n t e d  i t .  '
The  K u r d s  a r e  s a i d  t c  h av e  i n t r o d u c e d  a w c c d - w i n d  I n s t r -
- u m e n t  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s a f f a r a ^  w n i l s t
t h e  P e r s i a n s  hav e  t h e  n a y  ( v e r t i c a l  f l u t e ) ,  t n e  d & y a n l
o r  d u n a y  ( d o u b l e  r e e d - p i p e ) ,  t n e  s u r n a y  o r  m o re  p r o p e r l y
t n e  s u r n a y  ( r e e d - p i p e ) ,  a n d  t n e  s i n  j ( c y m b a l )  p l a c e d  tc
t n e i r  c r e d i t .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s  w e r e  known to  t n e
S /
B a b y l o n i a n - A s s y r i a n s  and  a r e  d e p i c t e d  o n  t h e  m o n u m e n t s ,  /m 
w h i l s t  many o f  t h o s e  o f  th e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n  may
be f o u n d  i n  P e r s i a n  a r t  r e m a i n s . / ^
W i tn  t n e  A r a b s ,  a s  w i t n  a l ±  t n e  S e m i t e s ,  m u s i c  p l a y e d  
a n .  i m p o r t  a n t  p a r t  i n  t n e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  t h e  s o o t h s a y e r ,  
e n c h a n t e r ,  and  p r o p h e t .  The . j i n n  ( g e n i i )  w e re  e v i d e n t l y
c o n j u r e d  by  m e an s  o f  m u s i c ,  and  t n e  l a t e r  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e
£
j i n n  p r o m p t e d  t n e  v e r s e s  o f  t h e  p o e t  and  t n e  m e l o d i e s
(S)o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n ,  was a  s u r v i v a l  o f  t n i s  b e l i e f .  The  
Q u r ? a n  h a n d s  down some i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n c e p t i o n s  wi i c h  
r e l a t e  t c  m u s i c  a n d  m a g i c . T h e  i n t i m a t e  c o n n e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  m u s i c  a n d  m a g i c  i s  b o r n e  o u t  by p n i l o l o g y .  I n  
A r a b i c ,  t n e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  j i n n  i s  t e r m e d  t h e  f a z f « w n i c h  
i s  a l s o  t h e  name f o r  a  c e r t a i n  s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t . ^
Wnen t h e  J e w s  l i k e n e d  ’’G o d ’ s  H o ly  S p i r i t ” to  t n e  s o u n d s  
o f  t n e  k j U h a r a ,  a s  we f i n d  i n  t h e  Odes o f  S o lo m o n ,  t n e
( v e r t i c a l  f l u t e )
Ms. I b n  G n a i b i  ( d . 14-55) s a i d  t n a t  i t  was  t h e  n a y  s a f  i d
o* P  M a s p e r o ,  H i s  L o i r e  a n o i e n n e . i l .  6 2 4 ,  6 5 5 ,  8 5 0 ,
^  cj ’ -  R aw l  i n s o n ,  F i v e  G r e a t  Mcn a r o  h i e s ,  i ,  (405 , ?
P e r r o t ,  H i s  to  i r e  de  I 1 A r t ,  i T ,  2 0 1 , 4 5 4 ,  (W ill , i l l , / 5 8 V -  
- 8 ,  6 0 0 , 4 5 1 .  Tv, '  5 6 8 / ( 5 0 9 - 7 9 )
jT % y  B an d s  o f  t n e  t im e  o f  S n a p u r  I I / a r e  d e p i c t e d  i n  th e
3 ^  s c u l p t u r e s  a t  T a k h t - i  B u s t a n .  S ee  F l a n d r i n ,  p l . x ,  &
H  x i i .  Cf. a l s o  t n e  S a s a n i d  s i l v e r  d i s h  i n  0,M, D a l  t o n ’s
d* ijt T r e a s u r e s  o f  t n e  O x u s ,  1 9 0 .
ro w g  —
3 £| -  The m u s i c i a n s  i n  t n e  d a y s  o f  I s l a m ,  s u c n  a s  t h e
.-•» I ^  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  h i s  so n  I s h a q ,  a n d  Z i r y a b ,  a l l
* -3 <  x  c l a i m e d  t o  be t a u g h t  m e l o d i e s  by t h e  j i n n .
(X y .  S u r  a s x x  i  , 7 9 .  x x x i v ,  1 0 .  x x x v i i i , '  1 7 - 1 8 .  / a s n f  a l -
igan j u b ,  4 0 2 - 5 . A l - T a b a r i  ( Zo t e n b e r g  e d i  t . ) , i , 4 2 6 ,
a p p a r e n t  s y m b o l i s m  n a s  i t s  r o o t s  i n  p r i m i t i v e  c u l t u r e . /  
What p a r t  m u s i c  p l a y e d  i n  tine P a g a n  w o r s h i p  o f  t n e s e  
d a y s  b e f o r e  I s l a m ,  we know v e r y  l i t t l e .
— * H/p i l g r i m a g e  tc  t n e  v a r i o u s  tea*b a t  was  p r a c t i s e d , y*
a l t h o u g h  M ecca  was e v i d e n t l y  t n e  c h i e f  a t t r a c t i o n .
" w i n g  m e  nan j t n e  p i l g r i m s  a p p e a r  to h a v e  i n d u l g e d  i n  
t h o s e  p r i m i t i v e  m u s i c a l  c n a n t i n g s  w n ic h  s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  
t h e  t a h l l l  a n d  t a l b i y y a .  P e r  n a p s  we may e v e n  l o o k  f o r  
some s o r t  o f  r i t u a l  and. e v e n  hym ns .  Mu
One f r a g m e n t  o f  t h e  r i t u a l  p e r f o r m e d  d u r i n g  t n e  n a .jj
n a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n  m e  w o r d s  a s h r i q  t n a b i r  k a i ^ a
muuJUt n u g h i r « s a i d  t c  n a v e  b e e n  su n g  d u r i n g  t n e  i f a d a
(m o v em en t )  t o  M i n a ,  r  S t .  I v i l u s  t e l l s  u s  o f  t n e  A r a b s
of  t n e  N o r t h  who c h a n t e d  a  hymn w h i l s t  c i r c l i n g  a
s a c r i f i c i a l  s t o n e N c e l d e k e  l i k e n s  i t  to t n e  t a h l i l .
D o u g h ty  saw a  s t o n e  ( n u s b ) a t  T a ?i f  i n  A l - H i j a z  w h i c h  was
d e d i c a t e d  tc  A i - L a t . ^ *  I t  was u p o n  s u c h  s t o n e s  t n a t  t h e
s a c r i f i c e s  w e re  m a d e ,^ *  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  i m p r o b a b l e  t n a t  t n e
s o n g  c a l l e d  t n e  n a s b , may n av e  b e e n  c o n n e c t e d  o r i g i n a l l y
w i t h  t h e  c u l t s .  B c t n  I m r u 1!  Q a i s  a n d  L a b i d  s p e a k  o f
" m a i d e n s  c i r c l i n g  a  p i l l a r ” , w h i c h  w o u ld  m o s t  l i k e l y  be
p e r f o r m e d  i n  a d a n c e ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  by  m u s i c  o r  s o n g ,  a s
w i t n  t h e  P h o e n i c o - C y p r i a n  m a i d e n s  t h a t  we s e e  d a n c i n g  i n
X/a  c i r c l e  to t h e  s t r a i n s  o f  a  d o u b l e  r e e d - p i p e . / *
Wi Odes  o f  So lo m o n  v i , x i v .Z — •  7 (R e l ig ic -n s  , o  .y
y  S y e d  Ahmed K h a n ,  M anner  > ,1 5 .  V ar  ^
Zy N i c h o l s o n , 7 c  T r i t t o n ,  883  i
9^ S n o y . of  I s l a m  2 0 0 .  [C^ M i g n e ,  P a t r . L a t . ,  l x x i , 6 1 2
p d -UdvUA4AAJ0^AAAAAAAA>iAMA4M E / c u g n ty ,  i i ,  51 j 8
y m L y a l l ,  A n c . A r a b , P o e t . , x x v i i i .
Y e t  i n  s p i t e  i d o l s  a n d  t e m p l e s ,  t n e  A r a b s  o f  t h e  
j a n i l i y y a  i n t e r e s t e d  m e m s e l v o s  b n t  l i t t l e  i n  r e l i g i o n  o f  
a n y  s o r t . 9 ^  The  -b a d a wi v i e w  o f  l i f e ,  w n i c h  was 
t h o r o u g h l y  s e c u l a r ,  and q u i t e  h e d o n i s t i c ,  d o m i n a t e d  e v e n  
the  c i t i e s  a n d  t o w n s .  To t n e  b a d a w i  A r a b , -  " L o v e ,  w i n e ,  
g a m b l i n g ,  nun  t i n g ,  tn e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  s o n g  a n d  r o m a n c e ,  
t n e  b r i e f ,  p o i n t e d ,  an d  e l e g a n t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  w i t  a n d  
w i s d o m " -  a l o n e  came to  be  tn e  th ings  t h a t  m a t t e r e d .
" T h e s e  I n i n g s  he  knew t c  be g o o d .  B eyond  tnem he  o n l y  
saw t h e  g r a v e " . W e  s e e  t n e s e  t n c u g n t s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  a  
poem by S u lm i  i b n  R a b i r a ,  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  
b e f o r e  I s l a m ,  I t  i s  g i v e n  i n  t n e  H a m a s a , w h e re  t h e  p o e t  
t o l l s  u s  how d e a t h  comes  to  a l l  and  s u n d r y ,  b u t  m e a n w n i l e  
t h e r e  a r e  " l i f e ’ s  j o y s " ,  a n d  among tnem  t n e  p l e a s u r e  o f  
l i s t e n i n g  to  t n e ' m n s i c  o f  t h e  l u t e  (m i z n a r ) .
E v e r y w n e r e  we s e e  t n e  s h a / i r  o r  p o e t - s o c t h s a y e r
i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h i g h  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e ,  a l i x e  a t  t n e
-  _  -
c o u r t s  o f  A l - H i r a  a n d  G h a s s a n ,  tn e  f a i r  a t  r U k a z , / w  
_  X /  _  *
t n e  b a d a w i  encam pm ent*  • Tne h i j a  o r  s a t i r e  ( o r i g i n a l l y
a n . J L n c a n t a t i o n )  was  n i g h i y  v e n e r a t e d .  I t  was d e l i v e r e d
i n  rn y m e d  p r o s e  c a l l e d  sa. i f o r  e l s e  i n  u n rn y m e d  p o e t r y
known a s  r a j a z ^ *  Tne  s n a  f i r  was d o u b t l e s s  o f  t e n  a s
much a  m u s i c i a n  a s  a  p o e t ,  a l t n o u g h  i t  w o u ld  seem m a t  
ne  s o m e t i m e s  e n g a g e d  a  m u s i c i a n
(mugna n n .  m u g n a n n i ) to  c h a n t  h i s  v e r s e ,  i n  t n e  same way
n y a i i ,  Ano. A r a b ■P a e t . ,  x x v i i .  H i c n o l s o n ,  o p . c i  t . ,  1 5 5 »
iM ic n o l s o n ,  1 5 6 .
Xsx T h a t  a num ber  o f  k i n g s  a n d  c h i e f s  d u r i n g  t n e
j a h i l i y y a  w e r e  ,p o e t s  and  m u s i c i a n s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .
a s  ne w o u ld  e m p lo y  a r e c i t e r  ( r a w i ) t o  r e c i t e  i t .  T n i s  
i d e a  p e r s i s t e d  e v e n  u n t o  tne  a a y s  o f  I s l a m ,  wnen we f i n d  
a  p o e t  l i k e  A*sna  Hamdan and  a  m u s i c i a n  l i k e  Ahmad a l -
N a s i b i  i n  t u i s  k i r i d  o f  p a r t n e r s h i p . ^ *
How h i g h l y  t n e  p o e t  was e s t e e m e d  we know f r o m
t n e  Muz h i  r  o f AS u y u t i , -  5̂ *
HWnen t n e r e  a p p e a r e d  a  p o e t  i n  a f a m i l y  o f  tn e  
A r a b s ,  t h e  o t n e r  t r i b e s  r o u n d  a b o u t  w o u ld  g a m e r  /  
t o g e t h e r  t o  t h a t  f a m i l y  a n d  w i s n  them j o y  i n  
t h e i r  good  l u c k .  F e a s t s  w ou ld  be g o t  r e a d y ,  t n e  
women o f  the  t r i b e s  w ould  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  b a n d s ,  
p i  ay i  ng u p o n  t h e i r  l u t e s  (ma z a n i  r , s i n g  . j n i z h a r ) , 
a s  t n e y  w e r e  wont  t o  do a t  b r i d a l s ,  
f o r  a  p o e t  was  a  d e f e n c e  tc  t n e  h o n o u r  c f  them 
a l l ,  a  w eapon  t o  w ard  o f f  i n s u l t  f r o m  t h e i r  go o d  
nam e,  a n d  a  m e an s  o f  p e r p e t u a t i n g  i n e i r  g l o r i o u s  
d e e d s  and  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  . t h e i r  fam e  f o r  e v e r ” .
T h e r e  was  a l s o  tn e  f e m a l e  m u s i c i a n  (mugh a n n i y a )  wno 
p l a y e d  no i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  i n  t n e  l i t e r a r y  and  m u s i c a l  
l i f e .  The h a r i m  was u n k n o w n ,  and  women a p p e a r  tc h a v e  
e n j o y e d  a l m o s t  a s  much l i b e r t y  a s  m e n . / *  I i  was m e  
women o f  tn e  t r i b e s  wno j o i n e d  i n  t n e  m u s i c  o f  t n e  
f a m i l y  o r  t r i b a l  f e s t i v i t i e s  w i t n  t h e i r  m u s i c a l  
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  a  c u s t o m  w n ic h  c o n t i n u e d  down to  t n e  t im e  
o f  Muhammad, w h o se  own n u p t i a l s  w i t h  h h a d i j a  w e r e
A l - I $ f a n a n i , v ,  1 6 2 .
^ / ^ S u y u t l ,  A l - M u z n i r , i i ,  2 3 6 .  The t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  f r o m
L y a l l ’ s  A n c i e n t  A r a b i a n  P o e t r y T x v i i ,  S e e  S a l e ,  20 
r Jn" ' '
Y  L y a l l ,  o p . c i t . ,  x x x i .
/ /
" c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  g r e a t  f e s t i v i t y ,  m i r t h ,  m u s i c ,  ana
at
d a n c i n g " ,  v x u a a v c a >̂o ĵ o n a a x a j u u a a a a M ^ u /  ( 6 2 5 i , t n e
■ jou rney /w as  e n x i v e n e d  by t n e  women o r  t n e  Q u r a i s h ,  
l e d  by  H i n d  b i n t  r u t b a ,  s i n g i n g  war s o n g s  a n d  l a m e n t s  
f o r  t n e  s l a i n  a t  B a d r ,  and  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  t a m b o u r i n e s  
( d u f u f ) >  At t n e  o n s e t  o f  b a t t l e ,  m e y  w e r e  i n  t n e
v a n ,  s t ' i l l  s i n g i n g  a n d  p l a y i n g .  What t n e  women 
g e n e r a l l y  e x c e i x e d  i n  was t n e  m a r t n i y a  o r  l a m e n t ,  a n d  
t n e  n a u n  o r  e l e g y ,
Uxu i  Le y  i ' . o  w i n ,  t h e s e  m a t r o n s  we f i n e ;  a. 
c l a s s  known a s  t n e  q a i n a t  W Nlffltiflk  ( s i n g ,  q a i n a ) .  Tne s o  
w e r e ^ t n e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  wno w e r e  i n v a r i a b l y  f o u n d  i n  
tn e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  e v e r y  A rab  c h i e f  a n d  w e l l - t o - d o  
c i t i z e n .  S i n g i n g - g i r l s  a p p e a r  i n  t n e  o ld .  s t o r y  o f  
tne  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t n e  p e o p l e  o f  r Ad, a s  t o l d  by
 V  -
A i - M a s » u d i / and  A l - T a b a r i .  Tne p e o p l e  o f  f Ad a p p e a r  
to n a v e  b e l o n g e d  tc  S o u t n  A r a b i a , ^  A l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  
d r o u g n t  a f f l i c t e d  t n e  l a n d ,  and  t n i s  l e d  tnem to  s e n d  4k, 
s u p p l i a n t s  t o  m e  t e m p le  a t  M ecca  fi o w e r e  to b e s e e c h  
d i v i n e  a i d  f o r  r a i n .  At M e c c a , t n e  d e p u t a t i o n  was 
r e c e i v e d  by  t n e  a m i r  c f  t n e  g a n u  r A m a l I q ,  Muf a w i y a  i b n  
B a k r , wno e n t e r t a i n e d  tnem s u i t a b l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t n  
t n e  m u s i c  o f  h i s  two f a m o u s  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  known a s  t n e  
j a r  a, d a  t a n  ("Two G r a s s h o p p e r s " ) .  T n e s e  p l e a s a n t r i e s
(/. e P e r c e v a l ,  H i s t ., Aran * ,  i i l , 91 
94 i U ,  9 9 .  •
V UlUttWUi  ̂ a d c i a l x y y  a 1)  ̂ i  i   ̂2X o  ̂ Ax-*! 1̂* ^ ii^ n  x  ̂ x x x  ̂  B /  e
y* A l - M a s f u d l ,  i i i ,  2 9 6 - 7 ,  a n a  VMM! l ^ a b r e g /  d e s
M erv e i l l e s .  1 3 4 .
A l - T a b a r i ,  i ,  2 3 1 ,
M/C E n o y . o f  I s l a m ,  i ,  1 2 1 .
c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a  m o n t h ,  arid m e a n w n i l e  th e  s u p p l i a n t s  w e re  
n e g l e c t i n g  t n e i r  m i s s i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  p r a y e r s  w e r e  b o g u n ,  
b u t  t n e  d e i t y  was so w r o t h  w i t n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  r Ad IMAÛv
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t n e i r  s i n s ,  t h a t  h e  s e n t  a  c l o u d  o v e r  t n e
l a n d  w n i c h  b u r s t  and d e s t r o y e d  t n e  who le  r a c e . ^ *  Tne
F/
s i n g i n g - g i r l  i s  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  a K a r i n a , " J a n d  e v e n
-  /  • G/d a . j l n a  o r  m u a j i n a  ( i n f .  d a d n  *  1fb© c l o u d y " ) .  /m I t  was
t n e  c u s t o m  f o r  t n e s e  g i r l s  to p l a y  an d  s i n g  o n  a  c l o u d y  
d a y ,  and  t n i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t n e i r  n i c K n a m e ,  i s  s u r e l y
b o u n d  u p  w i t n  t h e  f Ad l e g e n d .
At ^ n e  p e r i o d  j u s t  p r i o r  to I s l a m ,  r A b d a l l a n  i b n
J u a f am, a  Q u r a i s n  c h i e f ,  p o s s e s s e d  two s i n g i n g - g i r l s
c a l l e d  t n e  j a r a n a  t a n  o f  r Ad, and  w n i l e  n e  n a d  tnem t n e y
w e re  s u c h  an a t t r a c t i o n  a t  ^ e c c a  t n a t  he  was c p m p e l l e d
to  Keep an  open  n o u s e .  He t h e n  p r e s e n t e d  them t c  n i s
f r i e n d  Umayya i b n  A b i* 1 - S a l t  ( d r6 3 0 )  tn e  P a g a n  p o e t  o f
M e c c a . . s - K  f   ̂ . d  . ..
How much t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  h a d  boocmQ an i n t e g r a l  
*
p a r  t  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  may n® s e e n  i n  t n e  e a r l y  s t r u g g l e s
of  Muhammad h i m s e l f .  Iff hen tne  M e c c a n s  w e re  m a r c h i n g
to  B a d r  i n  6 2 2 ,  t h e y  " t o o k  w i t h  th e m  a l l  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s
a n d  a p p u r t e n a n c e s  o f  p l e a s u r e ,  and  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ;  t n e
%
l a t t e r  p e r f o r m i h g  on  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  s i n g i n g  n e a r  
e v e r y  w a t e r ,  w h e r e  a  h a l t  was  m a d e ,  a n d  l e n g t h e n i n g  t n e c f '  
t o n g u e s  w i t h  r e p r o a c h e s  a g a i n s t  t n e  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  I s l a m ” . ^
04 Tne j a r a d a t a n  p a s s e d  i n t o  p r o v e r b .  S e e  F r e y t a g ,  Arabum 
P r o v e r b ! a .  i i i ,  4 9 .  x x i i i ,  5 1 7 .
Pg. A l - T i b r i z i ,  8 3 .  A l - M a s ru d i ,  v i i i , 4 1 9 .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i n i  
i i i ,  1 8 6 .
G/ Ajl- mu l Z ^ i y y a t ,  l x x i i ,  x x i v . C f .  L y a l l ' s  n o t e .  
A l - I s f a n a n i ,  v i i i ,  2 .
M irx r iw a n d ,  i i  ( i ) ,  2 9 1 .
When Munammad was known t o  be a p p r o a c h i n g ,  t n e  M©ocant 
c n i e f  was c o u n s e l l e d ,  to r e t i r e  r a t n e r  t h a n  r i s *  a  b a t t l e ,  
b u t  n e  r e p l i e d , -  " h o ,  I  w i l l  n o t  r e t u r n  to M ecca  u n t i l  
we h a v e  r e f r e s h e d  o u r s e l v e s  a t  B a d r ,  and  s p e n t  t n r e e  
d a y s  i n  f e a s t i n g  and l i s t e n i n g  to t h e  s i n g i n g  a n d  p l a y i n g  
o f  the  s i n g i n g - g i r l s 11. 9^
At t n e  c o u r t  o f  t h e  G h a s s a n i d  m o n a r c h  j a b a i a  i b n
a l - A y n a m  ( c j i . 6 2 5 -  7 ) ,  t e n  o r  m ore  o f  t h e s e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s
0 /  _ _ _ D/
w e re  i n  e v i d e n c e .  H a s c a n  i b n  T n a b i t  ( c a ,  5 6 5 - 6 8 5 )  s a y s , — '
" I  saw t e n  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  f i v e  o f  tnem B y z a n t i n e s  
s i n g i n g  t n e  s o n g s  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  to t h e  accom ­
p a n i m e n t  o f  t h e  b a r b a t  ( l u t e  o r  b a r b i t c n ) ,  and
f i v e  c t n e r s  f r o m  A i - H J r a  who had  b e e n  g i v e n  to  
K in g  J a b a i a  by I y a s  i b n  Q a b l s a ,  s i n g i n g  t n e  s o n g s  
o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y .  A ra b  s i n g e r s  a l s o  came f r o m  
M ecca  an d  e l s e w h e r e  f o r  n i s  ( J a b a i a * s )  p l e a s u r e " .
-  S/ Mx
At A I - H i r a , ' * a n d  a t  t h e  P e r s i a n  c o u r t ,  we s e a  t h e s e
s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  and  e v e n  w i t h  t h e  b a d awi A r a b s .  I t  was 
t n e  a n t i p n c n a l  c h a n t i n g  o f  tne  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  ( d a j i n a t ) 
t h a t  B i s h r  i b n  f Amr p r a i s e d . V  o n e  o f  t n e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  
o f  t h i s  same p o e t ,  named H u r a i r a ,  l e d  t h e  f a m o u s  p o e t -  
m i n s j t r e l  A l - A f s n a  Maimun i b n  Q a i s  to  d e c l a r e  h i s  l o v e . ^ *  
Tne v a l i a n t  p c e t - s n a i k n  o f  t h e  B anuJ I - H a r i t h , -  r Abd 
Y a g h u t h  i b n  W aqqas  ( d . £ a , 6 1 2 )  c o u l d  n o t  f o r g e t  t h e  
d e l i g h t s  c f  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  even  i n  h i s  d e a t h - s o n g , / 'V 
S i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e re  a l s o  a t t a c h e d  t o  t r ie  t a v e r n s  f o r  
t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o f  v i s i t o r s .  A l - A r s n a  Maimun i b n  Q a i s  
s i n g s  o f  t h e  b i t t e r - s w e e t  j o y s  o f  t h e  t a v e r n ,  n o t  m e r e l y
A l - T a b  a r  i , i  , 1 3 0 7 .
Q/e D r ,  h i c h c l s o n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  r e a l l y  
b e l o n g s  to an e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .
D/£ A l - l s f a n a n l , x v i ,  1 5 .  §/m A l - M u f a d d a l i y . y a t .  x x x .
Al-Muf  a d d a l  I y y a t . I x x i .  ty* . A l - M u f a d d a l i y y  a  t , I x x i  i , x x v i
3/. A l - l s f  a n a n i , v i i i , ? 9 .
2a A l - M u f a d d a l  i y y a t , x x x .
^ t n e  " f l o w i n g  b o w l " ,  b u t ^ t n e  a l l u r i n g  h a r p  ( s a n . i ) a n d  t n e
aa r “ •
r e f r a i n  ( t a r . i i  f ) o f  tn e  s i n g i n g —g i r l # T a r a f a ,  '*
L a b i d , / *  and  f Abd a l - M a s I n  i b n  cA s a l a , ^  a i l  p r a i s e d  t n e  
g o o d  c h e e r  o f  t n e  t a v e r n  s i n g m g - g i r l  i n  t n e i r  \ e r s e .  7 
L y a l l  was  o f  o p i n i o n  t n a t  t n e s e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  " w e r e  
a i l  f o r e i g n e r s ,  e i t r i e r  P e r s i a n s  o r  G r e e k s  f r o m  S y r i a ;  
t n e y  s a n g  n o w e v e r ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  s o m e t i m e s ,  poems i n  A r a b i c 9 
t n e u g n  p r o b a b l y  t o  f o r e i g n  a i r s " . Von K rem er  g o e s  
f u r  i !:e r  an d  s g u p , -  " I t  i s  c l e a r  b e y o n d  . t u o t  t n a t  * n e s e  
f e m a l e  s i n g e r s  o r i g i n a l l y  s a n g  i n  t n e i r  own t o n g u e  -  G r e e k  
o r  P e r s i a n  and  n o t  A r a b i c *  . . . . . . T u w a i s  i s  t n e  f i r s t  who
s a n g  i n  A r a b i c  w i t h  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  t n e  n a n a - u r u m  ^  
T n a t  a l l  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e r e  " f o r e i g n e r s "  c a n  s c a r c e l y  
b e ^ t r u e ,  u n l e s s  we a r e  to  d i s c r e d i t  A l - I s f a n a n i ,  a n d  t n e  
p o e t s  o f  t n e  j a h i l i y y a ,  wno m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t e l l  u s
. . T*:a b o u t  Aitab s i n g m g - g x r l s ,  who s a n g  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  t o n g u e /  
Tne q a i  n a  wno s a n g  t n e  v e r s e s  o f  A i - N a b i g n a ,  a n d  made t n e  
p o e t  r e a l i z e  f o r  tn e  f i r s t  t i m e  t n a t  h i s  p o e t r y  
c o n t a i n e d  f a u l t y  r n y m e s  ( i q w a J ) m u s t  n a v e  s p o k e n  A r a b i c  
w e l l ,  and  was a s s u r e d l y  a n  Arab by e d u c a t i o n  a t  l e a s  T /  
I n d e e d ,  one can  s c a r c e l y  i m a g i n e  t n a t  th e  A r a b s  w o u ld  n a v e  
l i s t e n e d  f o r  o n e  moment  t o  A r a b i c  p o e t r y  f r o m  t n e  m o u tn  
o f  a ’’f o r e i g n e r " , wno w o u ld  r a r e l y  b e  a b l e  t o  a p p o r t i o n  
t n e  v o c a l i c  & c o n s o n a n t a l  v a l u e s  w n i c h  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  
f r o m  tn e  p o e t i c  a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wnen sung,. T h a t  T u w a is  sbl. 
was  t n e  f i r s t  to  s i n g  i n  A r a b i c ,  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t n e  
c a s e .  What i s  c l a i m e d  f o r  h im  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i s  
s c m e t n i n g  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  a s  we s n a i l  s e e  l a t e r .
I/.  A l - T i b r i z I ,  1 4 6 ,  E/; A l - Mu f a l  I  a  q a  t . £/m A l - T i b r i z i ,  73  .
G/C Al-M uf  a a a a l i y y  a , 1>: : i i .
F o r  t n e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e s e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  s e e  A l - T i r m i d i r  
i i , 5 3 .  T a j  a l - f a r u g .  s u b  1fZammar” .-  1
L y a l l ,  o p . c i  t . . x x v i ,  8 7 .  A l-M uf a d d a l  i y y  a t , x v .
Gee a l s o  C l o u s  t o n ,  5 7 7 .
f S  A l—I s f a n a n i , i x , 1 6 4 .  F o r  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o n  
p r o n u n c i a t i o n  i n  th e  s o n g  s e e  a l  so v ,  5 7 .  ■
n
"Before Islam" says Perron, "music was l i t t l b  else  man
u n p r e t e n t i c u s  p s a l  m i n g , ' *  v a r i e d  a n d  e m b r o i d e r e d  by t n e  
s i n g e r ,  m a le  c r  f e m a l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to t i i e  t a s t e ,  e m o t i o n ,  
o r  e f f e c t  d e s i r e d .  T n e s e  v a r i a t i o n s ,  o r  r a t n e r  c a p r i c e s ,  
w e r e  p r o l o n g e d  i n t e r m i n a b l y  o n  a s y l l a b l e ,  w ord  o r  
n e m i s t i c n ,  i n  s u c n  a  way t h a t  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  a  c an  t i l e n a  
o f  two c r  t n r e e  v e r s e s  m i g h t  be  p r o l o n g e d  f o r  h o u r s .  . . . .  
The t i m b r e  o f  t n e  v o i c e ,  i t s  m o b i l i t y  an d  v i b r a t i o n s ,  t n e  
f e e l i n g  w h i c h  made i t  s o u n d  c r  q u a v e r ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t n e  
m e r i t  o f  t h e  s i n g e r " . ^ "
H arm o n y ,  a s  we u n d e r s t a n d  t n e  t e r m  i n  m u s i c ,  was  
q u i t e  u n k n o w n .  E v e r y o n e  s a n g  c r  p l a y e d  i n  u n i s o n  c r  t n e  
o c t a v e .  Tne o n l y  " h a r m o n y " ,  i f  s u c n  i t  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d ,  
was t n a t  s u p p l i e d  by t n e  v a r i o u s  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  
p e r c u s s i o n ,  s u c n  a s  t n e  t a b l  o r  d u f f .  a n d  t n e  
f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t n e  m e l o d y  by  m e a n s  o f  o r n a m e n t s  i n  t n e  
s n a p e  o f  t r i l l s  c r  t u r n s  w h ic h  w e re  c a l l e d  z a w a 1 i d .
B i s n r  i b n  f Amr t e l l s  u s  a b o u t  a  s k i l l e d  s o n g s t r e s s  
( a a . j i n a )  wno " s a n g  a n t i p n o n a l x y  w i t h  a n o t h e r  l i k e  n e r ,  
. . . . . a n d  s t r u c k  t n e  r e s o u n d i n g  l u t e " . ^ *  T a r a f a ,  
d e s c r i b i n g  a  s c e n e  " w h e r e .m e n  t a p  t n e  w in e  s k i n s " ,  s p e a k s  
o f  t n e " l o w  n o t e "  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  s o n g  b e g a n .  A g a i n  we a r e  
t o l d  i n  a  poem by  r Abda i b n  a L - T a b i b  t h a t  " t h e  s i n g e r  
p r o l o n g e d  t n e  f i n a l  v o w e l s  w i t h  a h i g n  t r i l l  ( t u d r i ) a n d '  
c l e a r l y  e n u n c i a t e d  t n e  s y l l a b l e s  ( t a r  t i l ) g i v i n g  e a c n  i t s  
d u e  m e a s u r e  an d  v a l u e " .
jy. P e r r o n ,  Femmes a r a b e s  a  van  t  1 ^ s l a m i s m e .  x x x i .
Y* l a ra n n u m  was t n e  A r a b i c  w ord  f o r  t h i s .  I b n  K h a l d u n
s a y s  t n a t  t h e  y o u n g  men o f  t n e  j a n i l i y y a  p a s s e d  away  
t h e i r  i d l e  h o u r s  i n  t h i s ,  p s a l m i n g .  ( i i , 5 5 9 )
y *  Al-Muf  a d d a l i y y a t ,  l x x i .
A r a b  h i s t o r i a n s  l i k e  "to e x p a t i a t e  u p o n  tn e  o r i g i n  o f  
tne.  t ipii  s o n g .  Tne  f i r s t  s o n g  was t n e  h u l a 1 o r  c a r a v a n
. y  A*s o n g ,  and  i t  i s  t r a c e d  t o  Mudar  i b n  i v i z a r  i b n  Mar a d ,  wno
i s  t n e  Almodad o f  t n e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t . ^  I t  was  i n  tne  <L
%
r a j a z  m e t r e ,  a  m e a s u r e  sd*,d to  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  m e  l i f t ­
i n g  and  l o w e r i n g  o f  t n e  c a m e l ’ s  f e e t .  9* From t n e  n u d a** 
t n e r e  i s s u e d  t n e  n a s b ,  w h ic h  i s  e x p r e s s l y  s t a t e d  t o  
be  no m o re  t h a n  a n  i m p r o v e d  nuda*1 . W i t h  t h e  f o l k ,  t n e  
h u d a 1 . s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  t n e  r a k b a n i , was t h e  "muse  
p o p u i a i r e " . T m B e i n g  i n  t n e  s i m p l e  r a j a z m e t r e  i t  was  
p r e - e m i n e n t l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  tn e  e x t e m p o r a n e o u s  s o n g  
( g h i n a *  mur t a j a l ) w n i c h  we f r e q u e n t l y  r e a d  o f  among 
tn e  e a r l i e r  u n t u t o r e d  m u s i c i a n s . ,  wno u s e d  a  wand ( q a d i b ) 
i n  t n e  p l a c e  c f  a  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  to m a rk  t n e  
m e a s u r e  o f  thjjgsrsong. A l - A s m a r i  o b j e c t e d  to  t h i s  
t y p e  o f  m u s i c ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  i t  s a v o u r e d  o f  P a g a n  
d a y s .
I n  A i - H i j a z ,  w n i c h  was  n o t  so  a d v a n c e d  m u s i c a l l y
a s  A l - H i r a  and  G h a s s a n  p e r h a p s ,  t n e  n a s b  t n e  n a u n )
* •  •
was t n e  o n l y  t y p e  o f  so n g  p r a c  t i s e d  u n t i l  t n e  \M m a a u v  
6 in  c e n t u r y ,  wnen m e  pee  t —m in s  i r e l  
A l - h a d r  i b n  a l - H a r i t n ,  w e n t  on  a  d e p u t a t i o n  to tn e  
Arab c o u r t  a t  A l - H i r a ,  and  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  m u s i c a l
i n n o v a t i o n s ,  a n d  among th e m  an i m p r o v e d  s t y l e  o f  s o n g  
to t n e  n a s b .  and  t n e  w o o d e n - b e l l i e d  f u d . w n i c h  t o o k  t h e  
p l a c e  c f  t n e  s k i n - b e l l i e d  a l z h a r . Rnytnm ( i q a r ) s u c n
5^. I  Cur e n i c i e s ,  i ,  ^ 0
Af A l - M a s ru d i , v i i i , 9 2 .  I b n  n a l d u n ,  i i ,  5 5 9 .  The s t o r y  
r u n s  t h a t  Mudar  f e l l  f r o m  n i s  c a m e l ,  f r a c t u r i n g  
h i s  h a n d ,  a n d  i n  h i s  p a i n  he c r i e d  o u t , -  "Ya y a d a h .  
Ya y a d a n "  (o  my n a n d ,  o my n a n d ) , w n i c h  g a v e  b i r t h  t< 
t h e  r a j a z  m e t r e .
y .  I t  i s  n o t  i m p r o b a b l e  t n a t  t n e  n u d a > h a d  a  m a g i c a l
i m p o r t  a t  f i r s t ,  e i t h e r  t o  c h a r m  t n e  c a m e l  to h a s t e n  
i t s  p a c e ,  o r  e l s e  a s  a  cn a rm  a g a i n s t  t h e  j i n n  o r  
s p i r i t - w o r l d ^ ‘ t n a t  t n e  nomad f e a r e d  i n  t n e  d e s e r t .
At an y  r a t e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  to have  h a d  a  m a g i c a l  i m p o r t  
among t n e  H e b r e w s ,  who knew i t  a s  t h e  h i  d a n .
Humbe r s , x i i , 8 . P s a l m s , x l i x , 4 .  l x x v i i i , i .  H a q . , i i , 6 .
? t n  c e n t u i ’y ,  a p p e a r s  n o t  to  n a v e  b e e n  p r a c t i s e d  i n  t n e s e  
c i a y s ,^ *  f o r  a l t n o u g h  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t n e  ^.uda^ ( a n d  t i i e  
and  t n e  n a s b  by i n f e r e n c e )  was man© u p  o f  ’’m e a s u r e d  
meic; d i e s  ’’ , ( a l  nafl m a u z u n a ) , t  n e/rne a  s u r  e was  e v i d e n t l y
• y : r-.£ v %.
d e t e r m i n e d  by  t n e  p r o s o d i c a l  f e e t  o f  t n e  v e r s e ,  'and was
n o t  i n d e p e n d e n t  a s  i n  t n e  l a t e r  r n y t h m _
I n  Ai-Yaman \MMMMAJt\MAAAJUMA*J& t n e r e  w e re  two
k i n d s  o f  s o n g  p r a c t i s e d ,  t n e  n i m y a r i  a n d  t n e  n a n a f i , t n e
• 11/ •
l a t t e r  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  t n e  b e t t e r  m u s i c .  • H e re  we
( e ll 0*2*1, /  ' _
a  r  e / i  n t  r  c du  c'e d t o  a p r e - I s l a m i c  t y p e  i n '  t n e  n i m y a r i ,
i . e . t n e  m u s i c  o f  t n e  H i m y a r i t e s ,  and  a  more  r e c e n t
c l a s s  o f  m u s i c , -  t n e  n a n a f i . m e r e  i s  a  p a -  g e  i n  
t n o  Q u r ^ a n ( l i i i 7v 6 1 ) w n ic h  i s  c l a i m e d  to  r e f e r  t o  p r e -  
I s l a m i c  m u s i c .  Tne  ^ a r s e  r u n s , -  ”Ye l a u g n  a n d  do n o t  weep  
and  y e  a r e  sami  d u n ” . Abu5l - r Abbas f A b d a l l a h  i b n  a l -
f  Abb^s  i b n  a l - M u t t a l i b  ( d , 6 8 8 ) s a i d  t n a t  t n e  s  ami d u n  
w e re  t n c s e  who i n d u l g e d  i n  t n e  s i n g i n g  o f  t n e  H i m y a r i t e s .
A'. I b n  r Abd R a b b i n i ,  i i i ,  1 8 6 .  
Xs. A l - G n a z a l i ,  2 1 7 .
M* A l - M a s f u U i , v i i i ,  9 5 .
Z* A l - G n a z a l i ,  2 1 7 .
■ n
I n  t n e  Days c f  I d o l a t r y  we do n o t  f i n d  m e n t i o n  o f  '’m o d e s  
s u o h  a s  w e re  u s e d  b,y t n e  P e r s i a n s  a n d  B y z a n t i n e s .  Y e t  
’’m o d e s ” e v i d e n t l y  e x i s t e d  w i t n  t n e  a n c i e n t  S e m i t e s  o f  
B a b y l o n i a - A s s y r i a  a n d  o f  S y r i a , HUwfc a n d  t n e r e  i s  no
r e a s o n  why t h e  A r a b s  s h o u l d  n o t  nave  f o l l o w e d  a  p r i n c i p l e
Ok clA
ctmrnon t o  t n e  a n c i e n t  w o r l d .  I n  an a n onym ous  M S , / ( w n i c h  
may p o s s i b l y  n a v e  b e e n  w r i t t e n  i n  t n e  1 1 t n  c e n t u r y ,  t n e r e  
i s  afi i n t e r e s t i n g  p a s s a g e ,  w h i c h  t h r o w s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i g h t  
o n  t n e  q u e s t i o n  a t  i s s u e .  I t  r u n s , -
” And H a s a n  a l —H a s i b i .  h e  m i x e d  w i t h  a i j .  t h e  b e s ta e •
t a l e - t e l l e r s  a n d  h e  knew t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s .
- He s a i d  t n a t  t h e  s i n g e r s  i n  t h e  D ay s  o f  I d o l a t r y  w e r e  
m an y ,  a n d  t n a t  t h e y  knew t n e  a n c i e n t  s o n g s  a n d  s t o r i e s
ti
( a n d )  knew t h e  ’S t o p s ’ , *
Wnat w e r e  t n e  ’ S t e p s ” ? C o u ld  t n e y  h a v e  b e e n  m o d a l  
d e v i c e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t n e  d a s t a n a t  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n s ? . ^ "  T n e r e  
a p p e a r ^  to  be  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  v i e w ,  s i n c e  
e l s e w h e r e  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  MS s a y s , -  ’’S o m e t im e s  t n e y  
c a l l  t n e  ^ F i n g e r s ’ ( a s a b i f ) by A r a b i a n  a n d  P e r s i a n  n a m e s ” , 
a d h V - tn a t  Mt h e y  h a d  o t r i e r  m u s i c  c a l l e d  ’ S t o p s '  w h ic h  came 
o u t  o f  t n e  ’ F i n g e r s ' ” . ^
From t n i s  a u t n o r i t y  we l e a r n  t n a t  i n  t n e  t i m e  o f  
Y u n i s  a l —K a t i b  t n e r e  w e r e  t e n  n o t e s ,  b u t  t h a t  ” t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  t n e  c o u n t r y  u s e  o t h e r  n o t e s  l i k e  t n e  p e o p l e  o f  o l d ” . 
F u r t h e r  we a r e  t c l d ^  t n a t ” t n e  p a n d o r e  ( t u n b u r ) came f r o m  
tn e  S a b a e a n s  wno m e a s u r e d  t n e  e a r t h ,  a n d  sc  i t  w as  c a l l e d  
t n e  M e a s u r e d  T u n b u r ” . We a r e / S 6 f iu * i ip  i n f o r m e d  t n a t  i t
i a t  =  d a s a  t i n .  Al—K h w a r iz m i  (Maf a  t i n  a l - M i ju ium
2 5 8 )  s a y s , -  ”Tne d a s  t a n  ( s i n g . )  i s  a l s o  a  name 
f o r  e v e r y  m e l o d i c  mode ( l a n a )  o f  t n e  m e l o d i c  
m odes  w n i c h  a r e  r e f e r r e d  to  g a r b u d ” .
w a s  made o f  a  g o u r d  by  t n e  p e a s a n t r y ,  w n o  p l a y e d  " t n e  
s o n g s  o f  ( t n e  D ays  o f )  I d o l a t r y ” u p o n  i t .  T h i s  a c c o u n t  
s u b s t a n t i a t e s  t n e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  A l—K h w a r iz m i  wno m e n t i o n s  
a  t u n b u r  a l - m i z a n i  ( m e a s u r e d  t u n b u r )  w n ic h  was  a l s o  
c a l l e d  t n e  t u n b u r  a l  - b a g h d a  c i i . Th i s  l a t t e r  i s  
d i s t i n c t l y  m e n t i o n e d  by A i - F a r a b i  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  
” p r e - i s l a i n i c  s c a l e ” , w n i c n  w a s  a r r i v e d  a t  by  d i v i d i n g  t  
a  s t r i n g  i n t o  f o r t y  p a r t s . ^
Tne  p a n d c r e  was  c e r t a i n l y  o n e  o f  t n e  s t r i n g e d  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t n e  Days  of, i d o l a t r y .  Tne l u t e  was  a l s o  
i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t n e  A r a b s  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  At f i r s t  i  IX  
Wuty known a s  t n e  ^ I z h a r , k i r a n ,  a n d  b a r b a t e a l t h o u g h  we 
c a n n p t  be  s u r e  t n a t  t h e s e  w o r d s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  o n e  a n d  
t n e  same i n s t r u m e n t .  Tne m i z n a r  was  p r o b a b l y  m e  o l d  
s k i n - b e l l i e d  l u t e  w n i c h  was  i n  u s e  b e f o r e  t n e  w o o d e n -
Q_
b e l l i e d  _jud was i n t r o d u c e d .  Tne k i r a n  may n a v e  been^iK*/*
name d e r i v e d  t n r o u g h  S y r o - ^ e b r a i c  c o n t a c t s ,  b e i n g  a  
m e t a t h e s i s  o f  k i n a r  o r  k i n n a r  (*= H e b .  k i n n c r ) . The 
t e r m  b a r b a t  was  P e r s i a n  ( «  G r . p d p P r f o V ) , an d  w h i l s t  i t  
s t o o d  f o r  tllftft l u t e  i n  P e r s i a  and l o w e r  M e s o p o t a m i a n  
l a n a s ,  i n  D y r i a .jj a n d  u p p e r  M e s o p o t a m i a  i t  may n a v e  
b e e n  a  b a r b i t o n .
The f l a t - c h e s t e d ,  q u a d r a n g u l a t  g u i t a r  was  c a l l e d  
tn e  m u r a b b a * .  A c c o r d i n g  to t n e  f r e s c o e s  a t  t n e  
f r e s c o e s  a t  t n e  Q u s a i r  rA m r a /  p a l a c e ,  t n e  i n s t r u m e n t  
was  s t i l l  a  f a v o u r i t e  i n  t n e  Umayyaa d a y s .  Tne r a b a b  
o r  r e b e c  was a l s o  k n o w n  t g  t n e  A r a b s  o f  t n e  . j a h i l i y y a  
a l t h o u g h  we n a v e  n o  m e n t i o n  o f  t n e  bow. We a r e  t o l d
Py; A l—K nw ar  i  z m i , 2 3 7 .
3/. L a n a ,  R eo h e r c h e s .  14-5.
I b n  r Ab ■ R a b b i n i ,  i i i ,  1 8 6 .
F/, C f . F c r u e s ,  D i e t  . o f  t n e  a i n d u s t a n i  L a n g u a g e ,  s u b  kdut^an,
t h a t  11 Al—K h a l i l  ( i b n  Aimiad) s a y s  t n a t  t h e  a n c i e n t  A r a b s
! /S l
s a n g  t n e i r  pcems t c  i t s  v o i c e ” We a l s o  r e a d  o f  t n e
f n u w a t t a r  ( l i t * .  ”a  s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t " ) , ^  a n a  c f  t n e  
mi f z a f  a ( ?  a s  w e l l  a s  t n e  s a n j  /  ( h a r p ) .
The  t e r m  m iz m a r  s t o o d  f o r  ' a n y  w o o d - w in d  i n s t r u m e n t ^  
w h e t h e r  a  f l u t e  o r  a  r e e d - p i p e ,  a i  tn e  u g h  i t  m ore  
e s p e c i a l l y  h a d  r e f e r e n c e  tc  t h e  l a t t e r ,  ttflunft Zamr  was 
a l s o  a  t e r m  f o r  t n e  r e e d - p i p e ,  w h i l s t  t n e  q a s o a b a  was a  
a  f l u t e .  Tne  tqizma r  a n d  t n e  d u f f  ( t a m b o u r i n e )  made t n e  
m a r t i a l  m u s i c  o f  t n e  J e w i s h  t r i b e s  i n  A l - H i i a z ,  w n i l s t - * * ^  
t h e  d u f f  a l o n e  f r e q u e n t l y  s u f f i c e d .  C le m e n t  o f  
A l e x a n d r i a  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  c y m b a l s  ( s u n n u . j ) w e r e  u s e d  
by  . tne A ra b s  i n  b a t t l e .
C'D u r i n g  t n e  Days  o f  I g n o r a n c e  a s  t o d a y ,  * m u s i c  was  to 
be f o u n d  i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  and  t n e  r e l i g -
i c u s  l i f e  o f  th e  A r a b ? .  J u s t  a s  tn e y  t o i l e d  f o r ,  t n e i r
A s s y r i a n  t a s k - m a s t e r s  i n  a n c i e n t  t i m e s  tc  t n e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t
c f  tne  s c n g , T/* so t n e  A r a b s  o f  A l - M e d i n a  s a n g  a s  t n e y  l u g
t h e  f o s s e  a r o u n d  t n e  c i t y  Wien tn e  M e c c a n s  t h r e a t e n e d  tnem.*^
cy
J u s t  a s  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  s a n g  t n e  w e l l - s o n g , ^ *  s c  d i d  t n e  
o t n  c e n t u r y  A r a b s . J u s t  a s  t n e  a n c i e n t s  e n t e r / e d  
b a t t l e  tc m u s i c ,  sc l i d  t h e  A r a b s  o f  t n e  j a h i l i y y a  jy -
J u s t  a s  Gar g e n  s a n g  o f  t h e  e x p l o i t s  c f  h i s  A s s y r i a n  
w a r r i o r s , ^ "  so.  d i d  t n e  4 t h  c e n t u r y  A r a b s  r e c o u n t  t n e i r  
v i c t o r y  e v e r  t h e  Romans i n  s o n g . ^ *  J u s t  a s  t n e  temp 
c f  I s h t a r  a n d  Yanweh r e s o u n d e d  w i t n  m u s i c  a n d  h y m n s ,  no / a i d  
t n e  t e m p l e s ^ c f  t h e  A r a b s .  When t h e  H e b re w s
<Zy P a r i s o t ,  M u s . o r i e n t .  ,  5 .  y % S c h r a e d e r ,  i i ,  2 3 4
L / ,  I b n  S a f d ,  i i  ( I ) , 5 0 .  4 .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S t . h i l u s .
 a t -  _
y  E x e f r i e d ,  x x x i i i ,  5 .  , f y ^ H a m asa .  2 5 4 .
Yy S c z o m e n ,  H i s t . E c o l e s . ,  v i ,  5 8 .
y  cP., ,
@r. U i k i i .up  <gr A l - T i b r i z i  ( n a b T d > .
(p)f  A l - T a b a r i ,  i .  1 5 0 V .
©  A l - T i b r i z T ,  l 4 o .
s a i d , -  "A o o n o e r t  o f  m u s i c  a t  a  b a n q u e t  o f  w i n e  i s  a s  a  
s i g n e t  o f  c a r b u n c l e  s e t  i n  g o l d " t n e  A r a b s  w e r e  n e t  
f a r  b e h i n d  when t n e i r  p o e t  ^Abda i b n  X a b i b ,  wno l i v e d
d u r i n g  t h e  j  a h  i l l y  y  a ,  s p o k e  c f
\*AAswj&dm  t h e  m u s i c  a t  a  f e s t i v e  g a t h e r i n g  a s  b e i n g  l i k e  
" p a i n t e r s ’ work  s e t  o f f  w i t h  g c ld" .*^*  I f  t n e  h a r v e s t e r s  o f  
I s r a e l  n a d  t n e i r  s o n g s ,  so h a d  th e  A rab  w o r k e r s  i n  t n e  
p a l m - t r e e  c a s e s , ^  M usic  a n d  s o n g  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  A r a b  f r o m  
t h e  l u l l a b y  a t  t h e  c r a d l e  t c  t h e  e l e g y  a t  t h e  b i e r .
2£ E c c l e s i a s  t i o u s , x x x i i ,  5 - 6 .  
:Y» Al-Muf a  d d a L , ' x: v i .
BrccKelmann, Arab. n i t . . *02.
(3)
Of t n e  nam es  o f  m u s i c i a n ;  s o f  t n e  D ays  c f  I d o l a t r y ,  we 
h a v e  b u t  few* We a r e  t q l d  n c w e v e r  t n a t  " t h e  s i n g e r s  i n  
tn e  l a y s  c f  I d c l h t r y  w e r e  m a n y " , /  a n d  o n e  o f  in© w r i t e r s  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  F i h r i s t  w r o t e  a  K i t a b  a l - a g n a n i ca l a  n u r u f  
w h i c h  m e n t i o n e d  t n e  nam es  o f  t h e  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  s i n g e r s  
i n  t n e  D ays  o f  I d o l a t r y  a n d  i n  t h e  D ay s  o f  I s l a m " . ^  I f
we a r e  t c  a c c e p t  t n e  o p i n i o n  o f  B r o c k e l m a n n  t h a t
p c e m s 2 w e r e  m e a n t  t o  b e  c n a n t e d  to  a  s i m p l e  m u s i c a l  
a c c o m p a n i m e n t ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  many o f  t h e  
p o e t s  w e r e  s i n g e r s ,  a n d p e r h a p s 7t c  b e  g i f t e d  w i t n  a  g o o d  
v o i c e  w o u l d  s o o n  m a r k  o ' u t  o n e  p c e t  f r o m  a n o t h e r .  I t  may 
b e  t n a t  t , n e  f a m o u s  p c e t  o f  t n e  3 a n u  T a g n l i b ,  f A 4  i b n
l (d , -da . I
R a b i ^ a ^ w a s  c a l l e d  M u h a l h i l  o n  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  a s  De P e r c e v E  
s u g g e s t e d ,  a l t n o u g h  t n e  n a m e  i s  s a i d  to  n a v e  o r i g i n a t e d
wi
/  —  —
i n  a n o t n e r  w a y . / *  A l - A * s n a  Maimun i b n  Q a i s  ( d . c a . 6 2 9
was  c a l l e d  t h e  s a n n a j a  a i - f A r a b ,  was so n a m e d j a c c c r d i n g
■:r' M
t o  so m e ,  b e c a u s e  h e  p l a y e d  t h e  s a n n  c r  h a r p . '
A l - f t a d r  i b n  a i - H a r i t h  ( d . 6 2 4 ) ,  a  d e s c e n d a n t  c f  t n e
f a m o u s  Q u s a y y  a r id  a  c o u s i n  o f  M u h a m m a d ,  was c e r t a i n l y  o n e
o f  t n e  m i n s t r e l - p o e t s  o f  t h e  ^ a h i l i y y a .  He b e cam e  o n e
o f  t h e  P r c p n e t ’ s  r i v a l s  i n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a
p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e ,7 ^  s i n c e  t n e y  b o t h  d e s i r e d  t h e  e a r  o f
t n e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  o n e  w i t h  " s o n g  and  s t d r y " ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r
w i t n  ’’r e v e l a t i o n s " .  I t  was  A l - N a d r  whom WAAAAA* t n e
P r o p h e t  p i l J c r i e d  i n  t n e  Q u r * a n  ( x : : : : i ,  5 —6 ) .  At t n e  A ra b
c o u r t  o f  A l - H i r a  h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  to p l a y  t h e  l u t e  ( fu d )
& t n e  m o r e  a r t i s t i c  m u s i c  c f  t n i s  c i t y ,  w n i c h  he
H u t h  MS.- VU A l - F i n r i s t ,  1 4 5 .
De P e r c e v a l ,  H i s t . < v rab . ,  i i ,  2 8 0 .
Z< H u a r t ,  A rab . L i  t . , 1 2 .  M a r g c l i o u t n ,  J . R . A. P.  . 1 9 2 5 ,  p . 4 2 2 
w  N i c h o l s o n ,  L i t . L i s t . A r a b s . ,  1 2 5 .  A l - I s f l a h a n I  ( S a s I  Ed i1  
3/  H u a r t ,  o p . o i t . ,  c*2 1 ,
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  M e c c a .  /* T a k e n  p r i s o n e r  by  Munamma 
a t  t h e  b a t t l e  c f  Badr* h e  was d e c a p i t a t e
O n l y  o n e  o t n e r  ( m u s i c i a ^ m a l e j  i n  t h e s e  d a y s  c a n  
d i s c o v e r ,  a n d  t n a t  i s  M a l i k  i b n  J u b a i r  a l - M u g r n a n n i ,
. e i u i a i i v i ;  t ' r.  m t n e  Banu T a i ^ t c  Mnnaminad i.
y e a r  650 E/. 7 “
Among: s o n g s t r e s s e s  many nam es  n a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .
/
Tne l e g e n d a r y  p e r i o d  s u p p l i e s  f o u r  a t  l e a s t .  Tne  j a r a d s
— — — —  b fo f  tne B a n u  f Ad w e r e  named Quf a d  a n d  Tnam ad .  / •  These* a r
n i c k n a m e s  a n d  m e a n  r e s p e c t i v e l y , -  " l a m e n e s s  o f  n i p s "  and 
" t n e  w a t e r  p r e s e r v e r  i n  n e e d y  t i m e s " , .  H a z i l a  a n a  f A f i r o
two s i n g i n g - g i r l s  o f  t  n e  B a n u  J a d i s  t h e  t r i b e ,  w i d e n ,  
l e g e n d  s a y s ,  d e s t r o y e d  t n e  Banu  T a s m . '  r 7aZ*
Tne m o t h e r  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  p o e t  H a t i m  was
p r o b a b l y  a m u s i c i a n ^ a .  a n s a  t n e
e x q u i s i t e  e l e g a i s t  s a n g  n e r  l a m e n t s  (^ a r a t h i ) t o  m u s i c .  /*
H i n d  b i n t  f U t b a ,  was  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m a t r o n  o f  t h e  A r a b s
o f  t h e  ^ a h . i l  i y y  a , and  s h e  was  b o t h  a  p o e t  a n d  m u s i c i a n .
B i n t  <A f z a i y ' / *  was  a  s o n g s t r e s s  who k e p t ,  o r  was
e m p l o y e d  a t ,  a n c u s e  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  w n e r e  t h e  f a m o u s
A l - H a r i t h  i b n  Z a l i m  a n d  K n a l i d  i b n  J a cf a r  m e t . ^
•  •
H u r a i r a  a n d  K h u l a i d a  w e re  tw> s i n g i n g - g i r l s  c f  B i s n r  i b n
f Amr a  g r a n d e e  o f  A l - H i r a  i n  tn e  d a y s  c f  A l - h u rman I I I
( o a , 6 Q 2 ) . /  I t  w as  ini* p r a i s e  o f  t n e  f i r s t  c f  t h e s e  t h a t
*
A l - A c s h a  s a n g .
y  Al-Ma - fu d i  , v i i i , 9 5 - 4  
/  A l - l s f a r i a n i ,
y  A l - l s f a n a n i ,  x v i ,  4 8 .  x x i ,  1 9 1 .  He i s  c a l l e d  M a l i k  i b n  
r A b d a l l a h  i b n  K h a i b a r x  by A l - T a b a r i .  S e e  a l s o  r l a i i z
f  f  * ■i b n  r Auf a l - A z d i  i n  Al—I s f a n a n i .  
jy  A l - M a s r u d i ,  i i i ,  2 9 6 .  I b n  B a d r u n ,  5 3 .  A l - l s f  a n a n i  , x ,  4 8 ,  
y  A l - M a s f u d i ,  I i i ,  2 9 .  I b n  B a d r u n ,  6 5 .
A l - l s f a n a n i ,  x i i i ,  1 4 0 .  5 /  A l - l s f a n a n i ,  x ,  1 8 .
.Talk 7
y  A w i f e  o f  H a t i m ^ M j y y i l W ^  was named Mawia  b i n t  r
G/C A l - l s f  a n a n i ,  v i i1 1 , 79
■CHAPTER I I .
”To l i s t e n  t o  m u s i c  i s  to  t r a n g r e s s  th e  l a w :  To 
make m u s i c  i s  to t r a n g r e s s  r e l i g i o n ;  To t a k e  p l e a s u r e  
i n  m u s i c  i s  t o  t r a n g r e s s  t h e  f a i t h *  an d  r e n d e r s  y o u  
an i n f i d e l ” .
D ’ O h s s o n ,  T a b l e a u  g e n e r a l e . i i ,  1 8 8 .
A b o u t  t h e  y e a r  5 7 1 ,  a  c h i l d  was  b o r n  a t  M ecca  t h e  c h i e f  
c i t y  o f  A l - H i j a z ,  who was d e s t i n e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  e n t i r e  
f o r t u n e s  o f  A r a b i a  an d  t h e  A r a b s .  T h i s  was  Muhammadf ’’The 
P r o p h e t  o f  A l l a h ” . He b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  f a m o u s  t r i b e  o f  
t h e  Q u r a i s h  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  m a s t e r s  o f  Mecca  s i n c e  t h e  
5 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  was  a  g r a n d s o n  o f  o n e  o f  i t s  s h a i k h s .
When n e a r l y  f o r t y  y e a r s ' o f  a g e  ( 6 1 0 ) ,  Muhammad b e g a n  to  
r e c e i v e  h i s  ’’R e v e l a t i o n s ” , w h i c h  l a t e r  became t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  
o f  t h e  g u r 7a n .
The Q u r a i s h  h o w e v e r ,  w ou ld  h av e  none  o f  t h e s e  
’’R e v e l a t i o n s 11, a n d  v i g o r o u s l y  o p p o s e d  M u h a m m a d .  At f i r s t  
t h e y  t h o u g h t  h im  a  s h a ci r  ( p o e t - s o o t h s a y e r )  o r  a  k a h i n
-7*7*-
( m a g i c i a n ) ,  f o r ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  Qur^ a n  i t s e l f  show s  t n e  s t y l e  
o f  t h e  sa.1 c o r  r h y m e d  p r o s e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  s h a ci r  u s e d .
He was  a c t u a l l y  c a l l e d  a  s h a ci r  n ^ a jn u n ,  i . e .  a  p o e t -  
s c o t h s a y e r  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t  he g e n i i ,  a n d  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  a n  
o r d i n a r y  a u g u r . T h e  P r o p h e t  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  t i t l e  o f  
s o o t h s a y e r  i n  s u r a ^ l x l x ,  a l t h o u g h  o n e  c a n n o t  r e a d  s u r a s  
c x i i i  a n d  c x i v  w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  no m o re  
t h a n  w h a t  c o u l d  be  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  a  k a h i n ,  wlfii# w h i l s t  
s u r a  f ix i  i s  a  t y p i c a l  h i j a  o r  c u r s e  o f  a  s o o t h s a y e r .  ^
y  Two o f  t h e s e  s u r a s  a r e  ’’c h a r m s ” a g a i n s t  b e w i t c h e r y  a n d  
t h e  g e n i i  ( j i n i l ) ,  a n d  t o  t h i s  v e r y  d a y  t h e y  a r e  
e n g r a v e d  o n  a m u l e t s  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  T h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  s u r a s  and  the  c h a r m s  o r  
d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  B a b y l o n i a n - A s s y r i a n  a s h s h a p u .
Py H i r s c h f e l d ,  1 0 .
I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t imo,M uhammad. ' s  t e a c h i n g s  b o r e  f r u i t ,  
and  a l t h o u g h  h i s  d i s c i p l e s  w e r e  f e w ,  t h e y  i n c l u d e d  some o f  
t h e  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  m©n o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h ,  I n d e e d ,  h i s  
i n f l u e n c e  a t  M ecca  becam e so  g r e a t ,  t h a t  t h e  Umayya b r a n c h  
o f  t h e  t r i b e  p r o s c r i b e d  h i m ,  an d  l a t e r  ( 6 2 2 ;  h e  w as  com­
p e l l e d  t o  s e e k  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Y a t h r i b .  T h i s  was 
t h e  "Y e a r  o f  t h e  H i j r a  ( m i g r a t i o n ) " ,  a n d  Muhammad g a v e  
th e  name o f  A l - M e d i n a  to t h i s  c i t y  o f  r e f u g e ,  a n d  i t s  two 
t r i b e s  too f o r m e d  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w e r e  named 
t h e  A n§ar  o r  " H e l p e r s ’1 , ^ W i t h  t h e  a rm e d  f o r c e  o f  A i - M e d i n a  
a t  h i s  b a c k ,  Muhammad u n s h e a t h e d  t h e  s w o r d  o f  I s l a m  
a g a i n s t  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s .
M u h a m m a d  d i e d  i n  6 3 2 ,  b u t  h e  h a d  w i t n e s s e d  th e  
t r i u m p h  o f  I s l a m  i n  A r a b i a ,  e v e n  a s  f a r  a f i e l d  a s  A l - B a h r a i n .  
A l - H i j a z  was now t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  a l l  A r a b i a .
The a n c i e n t  r e n o w n  o f  A l -Y am an ,  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  A l - f I r a q ,  
t h e  p u i s s a n c e  o f  G h a s s a n ,  c o u n t e d  f o r  n a u g h t  i n  t h e  f a c e  
o f  t h e  new s p i r i t  c r a d l e d  i n  A l - H i j a z ,  w h i c h ,  w i t h i n  
a  c e n t u r y ,  w as  to  h o l d  t h e  m i n d s  o f  a i l  t h e  p e o p l e s  f r o m  
t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  C h i n a  & t h e  b a n k s  o f - t h e  I n d u s ,  t o  t h e  
a i i p r e s  o f  M orocco  & t h e  P y r e n n e e s .
One o f  th e  m o s t  p e r p l e x i n g  p o i n t s  i n  I s l a m ,  i s  i t s  
a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  m u s i c ,  and  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  i t s  l e g i s t s  
h a v e  a r g u e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c  
( a l - s a m a c ) i s  l a w f u l  o r  n o t .  I t  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  
c o m p r e h e n d  how t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r o s e ,  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
n o t  a  w o r d  o f  c e n s u r e  a g a i n s t  m u s i c  i n  t h e  Q u r ’ a n ,  a n d  
a b o v e  a l l ,  i n  f a c e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m u s i c  w a s . a l m o s t  a n  
i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i t e m  i n  th e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  A r a b s .
W h e r e  t h e n ,  d i d  t h e  " a u t h o r i t y "  come f r o m  f o r  t h i s  c p p o s i t i o  
to  m u s i c ?  The c e n s u r e  o f  ’’w i n e ,  woman, an d  s o n g ” , was  c e r — 
- t a i n l y  n o t h i n g  new to  S e m i t i c  p e o p l e s ,  f o r  t h e  H e b r e w s ,  
and p e r h a p s  t h e  P h o e n i c i a n s  a l s o ,  h a d  t h e i r  p u r i t a n s  who 
c r i e d  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  t h i n g s . ^ *  S o m e t h i n g  c f  t h i s  
s p i r i t  p e r v a d e d  e v e n  P a g a n  A r a b i a ,  an d  t h e  h e a t h e n  p o e t  
U m a y y a  i b n  A b i ’ l - S a l t  w a s  q u i t e  a  p u r i t a n  i n  some r e s p e c t s ,  
a l t h o u g h  he  n e v e r  b r e a t h e d  a  w ord  a g a i n s t  m u s i c .
O r i e n t a l i s t s  a r e  d i v i d e d  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  c e n s u r e  o f  l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c .  One 
g r o u p  a t t r i b u t e s  i t  d i r e c t l y  to  M u h am m ad  h i m s e l f ,  w h i l s t  t h e  
o t h e r  h o l d s  t h a t  i t  w as  m a n u f a c t u r e d  by  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  
o f  t h e  f Abfeas id  e r a  who w e re  j e a l o u s  o f  t h e  i n o r d i n a t e  
a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  to  m u s i c  a n d  m u s i c i a n s .  At f i r s t  s i g h t  i t  
w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  be  an  e a s y  m a t t e r  to  s e t t l e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
by a p p e a l  to  t h e  Q ur3a n  a n d  t n e  h a d i t h , b u t  t h e  f o r m e r  i s  
i n t e r p r e t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  
t h e  e x e g e t e ,  w h i l s t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a s  d e f i n i t e  s t a t e m e n t s  
w h i c h  s u p p o r t  b o t h  s i d e s  e q u a l l y .
I t  i s  c l a i m e d  by  M u s l im  e x e g e t e s  t h a t  the  v e r s e  
( s u r a  x x x v ,  i )  w h i c h  s a y s , -  "He. i n c r e a s e s  i n  H i s  c r e a t u r e s  
t h a t  w h i c h  He w i l l s " ,  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  " B e a u t i f u l  V o i c e " . 9* 
A g a i n  t h e y  s a y ,  t h a t  w h e r e  t n e  t e x t  s a y s  ( s u r a  x x x i ,  1 8 ) , -  
" V e r i l y ,  t h e  w o r s e  i i x e d  o f  v o i c e s  i s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  
a s s " ,  we h a v e  a  n e g a t i v e  p r a i s e  o f  t h e  " B e a u t i f u l  V o i c e " . 5^ 
T hen  i t  i s  a r g u e d  f r o m  s u r a  v i i ,  5 0 ,  t h a t  s i n g i n g  i s  
a l l o w a b l e  s i n c e  i t  i s  l a i d  d o w n , -  " S a y ,  who h a t h  f o r b i d d e n  
th e  a d o r n m e n t  o f  A l l a h  w h i c h  he  h a t h  p r o v i d e d  f o r  H i s
c r e a t u r e s " . / *  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  p u r i t a n s  o b j e c t
. -i-i • ■
I s a i a h - . i V . 1 2 .  Amos. v i . 5 .  x x i i i , 1 5 , 1 6 .  J e s u s  b e n  S i r a c h  
s a y s ,  "Use n o t  m u c h  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  a  w om an t h a t  i s  a  
s i n g e r " .  ( S o c l e s . i x , 4 . ) .
Y* T h i s  i s  th e  v i e w  o f  A l - Z u h r i .  C f .  A l - B a i d a w i ,  i i , 1 4 8 .
C/m I b n  f Abh R a b b i h i , i i i , 1 7 7 .  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 0 9 .
Y  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 4 .
t h a t  s i n g i n g  i s  " u n l a w f u l "  b e c a u s e  i t  e m p l o y s  p o e t r y ,  a n d  
t h e y  p o i n t  t o  t h e  P r o p h e t ’ s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  p o e t s  i n  
s u r a  x x x i ,  5 - 6 ,  w h e r e  he  s a y s , -  " T h e r e  i s  o n e  who 
p u r c h a s e t h  a  l u d r i c r o u s  s t o r y ,  t h a t  he  may s e d u c e  men f r o m  
t h e  way o f  A l l a h ,  w i t h o u t  k n o w l e d g e ,  a n d  may l a u g h /  t h e  
same t c  s c o r n :  t h e s e  s h a l l  s u f f e r  a  s h a m e f u l  p u n i s h m e n t " .  
T h i s  a n a t h e m a  was h u r l e d  d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  p e e t - m i n s t r e l  
A i - h a d r  i b n  a l - H a r i t h ,  whose  p a g a n  s o n g  a n d  s t o r y  w e r e  
m ore  r a d d i l y  l i s t e n e d  to  a t  f i r s t  t h a n  w e r e  t h e  " R e v e l a t i o n  
o f  Muhammad. I n d e e d ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  e a r l y  M u s l i m s  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  " l u d i c r o u s  s t o r y "  m e a n t  " s i n g i n g " , ^ *  
an d  smcng them  Abu cAb<d a l - R a h m a n  i b n  M a s cu d  ( d . 6 5 5 ) ,  
I b r a h i m  i b n  Y a z i d  a l - N a k h a ci  ( d . 7 1 5 ) ,  a n d  Abu S a f i d  
a l - H a s a n  a l - B a s r i  ( d . 7 2 8 ) .  T h e n  a g a i n ,  we s e e  Muhammad 
c o n d e m n i n g  t h e  p o e t  i n  s u r a  x x v i ,  2 2 4 - 2 6 ,  s a y i n g , -  "And 
th e  p o e t s  do t h o s e  f e l l o w  who go a s t r a y .  D o s t  t h o u  n o t  
s e e  t h a t  t h e y  w a n d e r  d i s t r a u g h t  i n  e v e r y  v a l e ? "  Y e t  t h i s  
t o o ,  was  p r o b a b l y  n o t  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  p o e t r y  a s  s u c h ,  b u t  
s i m p l y  a g a i n s t ,  th e  p o e t  who r e p r e s e n t e d  P ag an  i d e a l s ,  a n d  
who m o r e o v e r ,  was  p o u r i n g  o u t  s a t i r e s  a n d  i n v e c t i v e  a g a i n s t  
- t h e  p r o p h e t .  T h e r e  c a n  b® l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  Muhammad
e
f e a r e d  t h e  p o e t ,  a n d  s t o p p e d  a t  n o t h i n g  to a c c o m p l i s h  h i s  
d i s c r e d i t ,  o r  e v e n  h i s  r e m o v a l  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  we know 
i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  K a f b i b n  a l - A s h r a f  and  K a cb i b n  Z u h a i r .
A l l  t h a t  s a v o u r e d  o f  t h e  o l d  r e l i g i o n  was t r e a t e d  wuaki 
c o n t u m e l i o u s l y  by Muhammad, f t c t e  how s c o r n f u l  he  i s  o f  
w h i s t l i n g  and  h a n d - c l a p p i n g  i n  s u r a  v i i i , 5 5 .  On t h e  w h o l e  
h o w e v e r ,  i t  w as  n o t  i n  th e  Q u r1a n  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e m n e r s  
o f  m u s i c  f o u n d  a n y  r e a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  s t r i c t u r e s ,  a n d  
t h e y  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  t u r n  t o  th e  o n l y  e t h e r  " a u t h o r i t y " ,  
t h e  h a d i t h .
Y* A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 4 4 .
H a d ! t h  was  t h e  name g i v e n  t c  a  s a y i n g  o r  s t o r y  o f  Muhammad 
w h i c h  a c q u i r e d  ” t h e  f o r c e  o f  l a w  a n d  some o f  th e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  i n s p i r a t i o n ” an d  i t  w as  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  s e c o n d  o n l y  
t o  t h e  Q u r 3a n .  Which  h a d i t h  i s  to  be  i m p l i c i t l y  a c c e p t e d ,
" T " 1 ■ 1
w h i c h  i s  o n l y  a  p a r t i a l  t r u t h ,  a n d  w h i c h  i s  to  b© t o t a l l y  
r e j e c t e d ,  i s  sw. d e t e r m i n e d  by r u l e s  'drawn u p  by M u s l im  
l e g i s t s  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b© d e a l t  w i t h  h e r e .  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  
s a y ,  t h a t  no h a d i t h  c a n  b© a c c e p t e d  t h a t  i s  a t  v a r i a n c e  
w i t h  t h e  q u r 7a n .  L e t  u s  f i r s t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  ” t r a d i t i o n s ” 
w h ic h  c o n s i d e r  ’’l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c ” a s  ’’u n l a w f u l ” .
r A’ i s h a  t h e  w i f e  o f  Muhammad h a s  h a n d e d  down a  
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  P r o p h e t  o n c e  s a i d , -  ”V e r i l y ,  A l l a h  
h a t h  made th e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  ( ^ a i n a )  u n l a w f u l ,  a n d  t h e  
s e l l i n g  o f  h e r  a n d  h e r  p r i c e  a n d  t e a c h i n g  h e r ” . A l - G h a z a l i  
s a y s  t h a t  t h i s  h a d i t h  o n l y  r e f e r s  to  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  
t h e  t a v e r n s . ^  A t r a d i t i o n  o f  J a b i r  i b n  f A b d a l l a h  m a k e s  
t h e  P r o p h e t  s a y , -  ”I b l i s  ( S a t a n )  was  t h e  f i r s t  who 
w a i l e d  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  who s a n g ” . A n o t h e r  f r o m  Abu Omama 
r u n s , -  ”No o n e  l i f t s  u p  h i s  v o i c e  i n  s i n g i n g  b u t  A l l l i h  s e n d s 
to  h im  two d e v i l s  t o  h i s  two s h o u l d e r s ,  b e a t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  
h e e l s  o n  h i s  b r e a s t  u n t i l  he  r e f r a i n s ” . ^  Muhammad i s  
a l s o  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  h a v i n g  s a i d , -  ’M usic  a n d  s i n g i n g  c a u s e  
h y p o c r i s y  t o  g r o w  i n  t h e  h e a r t  a s  w a t e r  m a k es  c o r n  g r o w ” , ^  
w h i l s t  o t h e r s  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  h a d I t h  t o  I b n  
M a s f u d . 9 *
I n  t h e  S a h i h  o f  A l - T i r m i d h i  ( d . 8 9 2 ) ,  t h e  P r o p h e t  i s  
s a i d  t o  h a v e  c u r s e i  b o t h  s i n g i n g  a n d  t h e  s i n g e r  a l t h o u g h  
t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h i s  h a d i t h  h a s  b e e n  q u e s t i o n e d . ^  I n  a n o t h e r  
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  a n d  s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t s  
(% aCa z i f ) a r e  g i v e n  a s  s i g n s  o f  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w o r l d . ^
y/% N i c h o l s o n ,  L i t . H i s t . A r a b s ,  1 4 4
A l - G h a z a l i , . 2 4 4 - 5 .  y  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 4 6 .
y  y i s h k a t  a l - m a s a b i h .  i i ,  4 2 5 .  3 /  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 4 8 .
y  A l - T i r m i d h i ,  i ,  2 4 1 .  Lammens,  i i i ,  2 5 3 .
E/. A l - T i r m i d h i ,  i i ,  5 5 .
M u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  d e c l a r e d ,  to  be  among t h e  m o s t  
p o w e r f u l  m e a n s  by w h i c h  t h e  d e v i l  s e d u c e s  m an .  An
i n s t r u m e n t  o f  m u s i c  i s  t h e  d e v i l } s  n iu*adhdh i n  ( ’’c a l l e r  t o
*p r a y e r ’ j s e r v i n g  t o  c a l l  man tc* h i s  w o r s h i p . / *  UlMt 
The l e g i s t s  e v e n  b r o u g h t  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  ' t h e  
’’C o m p an io n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t 5* a n d  o t h e r  i l l u s t r i o u s  men o f  
I s l a m ,  a g a i n s t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c .  f A b d a l I a h  i b n  r Umar i s  
s a i d  t o  n a v e  h e a r d  a  p i l g r i m  1nafiw s i n g i n g  a n d  r e b u k e d  h im  
s a y i n g , -  ifI  do n o t  h e a r  A l l a h  f r o m  y o u ” . T h i s  same 
w o r t h y ,  h e a r i n g  t h e  p l a y i n g  o f  a  m iz m a r  ( r e e d - p i p e ) s t o p p e d  
h i s  e a r s  s a y i n g , -  "Thus  I  saw t h e  A p o s t l e  o f  A l l a h  d o ”
Jautst, l r  _
S i n g i n g  was  a  b a d  a s  l y i n g ,  f o r  f Uthman s a i d , -  ”1 h a v e  n o t  
s u n g ,  a n d  I  h a v e  n o t  l i e d ” . 9^ o t h e r  c o n t e m n e r s  q u o t e  t h e  
P r o p h e t ’ s  r e b u k e  t o  S h l r i n  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  H a s s a n  i b n  
T h a b i t ,  ifctiom h e  f o r b a d e  t o  s i n g ;  a n d  cU m ar ’ s  f l o g g i n g  t h e  
” C o m p a n i o n s ” who u s e d  to  l i s t e n  to m u s i c ;  a n d  ( A l i ’ s  f i n d i n g  
f a u l t  w i t h  Muf a w i y a  f o r  k e e p i n g  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  a n d  h i s  n o t  
a l l o w i n g  H a s a n  t o  l o ^ k  a t  t h e  A b y s s i n i a n  woman who u s e d  
t o  s i n g . / *
The t r a d i t i o n s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c  a r e  
h o w e v e r ,  a l m o s t  a s  w e i g h t y ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a s  n u m e r o u s , '  a s  
t h o s e  a g a i n s t  i t .  T h e r e  a r e  two w h i c h  a t t r i b u t e  to  
Muhammad t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a y i n g s , -  ’’A l l a h  h a s  n o t  s e n t  a  
P r o p h e t  e x c e p t  w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l  v o i c e ” , a n d , -  ” A l l a h  
l i s t e n s  m o re  i n t e n t l y  to  a  man w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l  v o i c e  
r e a d i n g  t h e  Ciur1 a n  t h a n  d o e s  a  m a s t e r  in o f  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l  
t o  h e r  s i n g i n g ” . / *  I t  i s  r e l a t e d  o f  Anas i b n  M a l i k  
( d . 7 1 5 ) t h a t  Muhammad ’’u s e d  t o  make h im  s i n g  t h e  h b d a r  
( c a r a v a n  s o n g )  when t r a v e l l i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  A n j u s h a  u s e d  t o
A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 4 8 ,  I b n  K h a l i i k a n ,  i i i ,  o 2 1 .
0/m L i s  a n ,  s . v .  K a s h f  al - m a h j u b« 4 1 1
D̂  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 0 9 .
s i n g  i t  f o r  t h e  women a n d  A l - 3 a r a  i b n  M a l i k  ( t h e  b r o t h e r
o f  Anas)  f o r  t h e  m e n " . ^ *  A l - G h a z a l i  t e s t i f i e s  t h a t  t h e
hiida* " d i d  n o t  c e a s e  t o  b e  o n e . . o f  t h e  c u s t o m s  o f  t h e  A ra b s  
■r— 11 ■
i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e  o f  A l l a h ,  a n d  i n  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  
C o m p a n i o n s 1, a n d  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  poems e q u i p p e d  w i t h  
a g r e e a b l e  s o u n d s  ( s a w a t  t a y y i b a )  a n d  m e a s u r e s  m e l o d i e s  
( a l h a n  m a u z u n a ) .
As f o r  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w h ic h  a  p r e v i o u s  h a d i t h  
p r o s c r i b e s ,  t h e r e  s ee m s  to  be o v e r w h e l m i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  
P r o p h e t  c o n s i d e r e d  tn em  a l l o w a b l e .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e
h a d i t h  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  P r o p h e t  who ,  i n  p a s s i n g  t h e  a b o d e  o f
#
H a s s a n  i b n  T h a b i t ,  h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e  o f  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l ,
H a s s a n  a s k e d  h im  i f  i t  w e r e  s i n f u l  t o  s i n g .
To t h i s  Muhammad r e p l i e d , -  " C e r t a i n l y  n o t ! " . ' ’
A
Two t r a d i t i o n s  o f  c A, i s h a  o n  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a r e  o f  
i n t e r e s t .  The f i r s t  r u n s , -  "Abu p a k r  came i n  to  h e r  
( cA * i s h a )  i n  t h e  D ays  o f  M i n a ,  a n d  w i t h  h e r  w e r e  two 
g i r l s  p l a y i n g  t a m b o u r i n e s  a n d  b e a t i n g  t i m e  w h i l e  t h e  
P r o p h e t  was w r a p p e d  i n  h i s  r o b e .  And Abu s a k r  r e b u k e d  
th e m ,  b u t  t h e  P r o p h e t  u n c o v e r e d  h i s  f a c e  a n d  s a i d , -  ’L e t  them 
a l o n e  Abu Bakfc, f o r  i t  i s  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  F e s t i v a l s " . ^
The s e c o n d  r u n s , -  "The A p o s t l e  o f  A l l a h  came i n  t o  me 
( ' A M s h a )  w h i l e  two g i r l s  w e r e  w i t h  me s i n g i n g  a  s o n g  
( g h i n a * ) o f  t h e  Day o f  B u f a t h ,  a n d  l a y  down o n  h i s  $ i d e  
o n  t h e  b e d  a n d  t u r n e d  away h i s  f a c e .  Then Abu B a k r  e n t e r e d  
a n d  r e b u k e d  m e ,  a n d  s a i d , -  ’The p i p e  o f  t h e  D e v i l  (m i z m a r  
a l - s h a i  t a n ) i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  the  A p o s t l e  o f  A l l a h ! ’ , b u t
~ ’ ’ "e __
t h e  A p o s t l e  o f  A l l a h  t u r n e d  to h im  a n d  s a i d ,  ’ L e t  them
a l o n e ’ i
A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 7 .  Z/ A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 7 .
Usd a l - g h a b a .  v ,  4 9 6 .  C f .  i i ,  1 2 7 .  i v ,  1 2 6 .  
A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 4 —5 .
S/, A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 6 .
A n o t h e r  s t o r y  o f  c A’ i s h a  i s  t o l d  a s  f o l l o w s , - ” cA’ i s h a  
s a i d , -  f A s l a v e - g i r l  was  s i n g i n g  i n  my h o u s e  m e n  cUmar 
a s k e d  l e a v e  t o . e n t e r .  As s o o n  a s  s h e  h e a r d  h i s  s t e p s  s h e  
r a n  a w a y .  He came i n  a n d  t h e  A p o s t l e  s m i l e d ,  *0 A p o s t l e  
o f  A l l a h 1 s a i d  f Umar ,  what h a t h  made t h e e  s m i l e ? *  The  
A p o s t l e  a n s w e r e d ,  * A s l a v e - g i r l  was  s i n g i n g  h e r e ,  b u t  s n e  
r a n  away a s  s o o n  a s  s h e  h e a r d  t h y  s t e p * .  *1 w i l l  n o t  
d e p a r t *  s a i d  cUmar,  ' u n t i l  I  h e a r  w h a t  t h e  A p o s t l e  h e a r d * .
So t h e  A p o s t l e  c a l l e d  t h e  g i r l  b a c k  a n d  s h e  b e g a n  t o  s i n g ,  
t h e  A p o s t l e  l i s t e n i n g  to  h e r ' ” . 7'*
On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  M u h a m m a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
A l - R u b a y y i c b i h t  Mufa w w id h ,  when s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e r e  
s i n g i n g ,  an d  o n e  o f  t h e m  r e m a r k e d  a s  t h e  p r o p h e t  e n t e r e d , -  
^ A n d  w i t h  u s  i s  a  P r o p h e t  w h o  k n o w e t h  w h a t  s h a l l  be  
t o m o r r o w ” .  M u h a m m a d  s a i d , -  " L e a v e  o f f  t h a t  a n d  s a y  w h a t  
t h o u  w a s t  s a y i n g  ( s i n g i n g ) ” . ^ *
We a l s o  r e a d  t h a t  t h e  women g r e e t e d  Muhammad’ s  a r r i v a l  
f r o m  t h e  h o u s e t o p s  w i t h  r e c i t a t i o n  ( i n s h a d )  s e t  t o  
m e l o d y  ( l a h n ) , a n d  a c c o m p a n i e d  w i t h  t a m b o u r i n e s  ( d u £ t ) .  /  * 
F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  cA', i s h a  who t o o k  to  o n e  o f  
t h e  A n s a r ,  h i s  b ^ i d e .  When sh e  r e t u r n e d ,  Muhammad s a i d  
t o  h e r ,  ”Did y o u  l e a d  t h e  g i r l  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ? ” , a n d  
f A l i s h a  a n s w e r e d  ”Y e s ” . He t h e n  s a i d ,  ” And d i d  y o u  n o t  
s e n d  som eone  w i t h  h e r  who c o u l d  s i n g ? ” a n d  f A1 i s h a  
a n s w e r e d  ”No” . T h e n  t h e  P r o p h e t  s a i d , -  ”S u r e l y  y o u  knew 
t h a t  t h e  A n s a r  a r e  p e o p l e  who d e l i g h t  i n  t h e  g h a z a l  
( l o v e  s o r i g ) ” . ^
3 / K a s h f  a l - m a h j u b ,  4 0 1 .
*
A l - G h a z a l i ,  7 4 5 .
3/. A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 4 .
I b n  cAbd R a b l i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 8 .
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A l t h o u g h  some l e g i s t s  i m a g i n e d  t h a t  t h e  Q u r ’ a n i c  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  p o e t s  & p o e t r y  was d i r e c t e d  e q u a l l y  a g a i n s t  
m u s i c ,  o t h e r s  h e l d  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  p o e t r y  w a s ' " a l l o w a b l e " ,  
a n d  s i n c e  t h e  s o n g  i s s u e d  f r o m  p o e t r y ,  t h i s  t o o  m u s t  be  
l a w f u l .  The a u t h o r  o f  t h e  f I q d  a l - f a r i d  s a y s . -  " P e o p l e  
d i f f e r  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  s o n g  ( g h i n a 1 ) .  M o s t  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  o f  A l - H i j a z  p e r m i t  i t ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  o f  A l - f I r a q  
d i s l i k e  i t .  A p a r t  o f  th e  p r o o f  o f  t h o s e  who a l l o w  i t  i s  
t h a t  i t s  o r i g i n  i s  p o e t r y ,  w h ic h  t h e  P r o p h e t  commanded.
He i n c i t e d  t o  i t ,  u r g e d  h i s  " C o m p a n i o n s 1 to  i t ,  a n d  f o u n d  
h e l p  i n  i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n b e l i e v e r s " . f A7 i s h a  t o e ,  h a d  
s a i d , -  " T e a c h  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  p o e t r y  w h i c h  w i l l  s w e e t e n  
t h e i r  t o n g u e  I t  i s  a l s o  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  M u h a m m a d  was
r i d i n g  o n e  d a y  w i t h  some f r i e n d s  a n d  he  a s k e d  o n e  o f  th em  
t o  r e c i t e  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  Umayya. One o f  t h e m . " r e c i t e d  a  
h u n d r e d  l i n e s "  s a y s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  " a n d  h e  (Muhammad) was 
s a y i n g  ' W e l l  d o n e ! 1, t h i n k i n g  them g o o d .  And when t h e  
s a t i r e  i n  t h e  p o e t r y  a n d  th e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i t  w e a r i e d  t h e m ,  
t h e y  s a i d , -  'T h e  p o e t r y  i s  g o o d ,  a n d  we do n o t  s e e  a n y  
harm  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l  m e l o d y  ( l a h n ) " , 9^
On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  M u h a m m a d  p a s s e d  by a  s l a v e - g i r l  
a n d  s h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  s a n g  a l o u d , -
" I s  t h e r e  u p o n  m e  ( w o e  t o  y o u ) ,
I f  I  am g a y ,  a n y  C r im e ? "
Muhammad a n s w e r e d  h e r , -  " T h e r e  w i l l  be  no c r i m e ,  P l e a s e  
A l l a h " . 9^ C o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e  was  c l a i m e d  f o r  t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  o f  D i n i w a r i  ( d . 8 9 5 ) ,  who s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  
M u h a m m a d  i n  a v i s i o n ,  and  t h a t  he  h a d  a s k e d  h i m , s p e c i a l l y ,  
w h e t h e r  h e  b l a m e d  m u s i c  an d  s i n g i n g ,  when t h e  P r o p h e t  
r e p l i e d , -  " I  do n o t  b la m e  a n y t h i n g  i n  i t ,  b u t  s a y  t o  them
y„ I b n  cAbci R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 8 .
G< I b i d .  The p o e t r y  w as  e v i d e n t l y  s u n g .
D/  ma -
(who r e s o r t  to m u s i c  a n d  s i n g i n g )  t h a t  t h e y  o p e n  b e f o r e  i t
w i t h  t h e  Q u r ^ a n , a n d  c l o s e  a f t e r  i t  w i t h  t h e  Q u r* a n ” . / ^
One c f  t h e  s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i  ( 1 0 t h  c e n t . )
s eem s  t o  show t h a t  t h e r e  was no s p e c i f i c  ban  o n  m u s i c  a t  
_
t h e  dawn o f  I s l a m .  The Q u r a i s h  h a d  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  
f a m o u s  p o e t - m i n s t r e l ,  A l - A cs h a  Maimun i b n '  Q a i s ,  was  o n  h i s  
way to  m e e t  Muhammad, a n d  t h e y  d e c i d e d  to  i n t e r c e p t  h i m .
T h i s  t h e y  d i d ,  a n d  t h e y  e n d e a v o u r e d  to  d i s u a d e  h im  f r o m  
h i s  p r o j e c t  by  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  Muhammad h a d  made 
’u n l a w f u l  ■* many t h i n g s  to  w h i c h  A l - A f s h a  was  s t r o n g l y
a d d i c t e d .  ’’And w h a t  a r e  t h e s e ? ,f a s k e d  t h e  p o e t - m i p s t r e l .
’ ’’They a r e  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  g a m b l i n g ,  u s u r y ,  aind w i n e ” a n s w e r e d  
Abu S u f y a n  th e  c h i e f  o f  the  Q u r a i s h .  Had m u s i c  b e e n  
among t h e  ’’u n l a w f u l ’ t h i n g s ,  i t  w o u ld  a s s u r e d l y  h a v e  b e e n  
m e n t i o n e d ,  s e e i n g  t h a t  A l - A f s h a  was  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  a r t . ^ *  
T r a d i t i o n  i s  f a i r l y  p e r s i s t e n t  t h a t  Muhammad t o l e r a t e a  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c . ^  The p r o p h e t  h i m s e l f  h a d  s a i d , -  
’’P u b l i s h  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  a n d  b e a t  t h e  r o u n d  t a m b o u r i n e  
( g h i r b a l )  H i s  o « i  n u p t i a l s  w i t h  K h a d i j a  w e r e
c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  m u s i c ,  a n d  so  w e r e  t h o s e  c f  h i s  d a u g h t e r  
F a t i m a .  ^
Out  o f  t h i s  m a ze  o f  ’’t r a d i t i o n ” o r  ’’ t e s t i m o n y ” ,
I s l a m  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  f o r m u l a t e  a  l a w  o n  ”l i s t e n i n g  t o  
m u s i c ” . The ' f o u r  g r e a t  l e g a l  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  
§ a n a f i ,  t h e  M a l i l o i ,  t h e  S h a f i f i ,  a n d  t h e  y a n b a l i ,  b r o a d l y  
d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t s  l e g a l i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  h u n d r e d s  o f  
t r e a t i s e s  have  b e e n  w r i t t e n ,  b o t h  by  l e g i s t s  a n d  l a y m e n ,  
t o  p r o v e  t h e  o p p o s i t e .
JjJC A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 0 6 .
A l - l s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  8 5 - 6 .
J/m A l - G h a z a l i ,  7 4 5 ,  L l s a n , s u b  ’’g h i r b a l ” 
y  E w l i y a  C h e l e b i ,  i i ,  2 2 6 .
y  I m p o r t a n t  p a s s a g e s  o n  M u h a m m a d  & m u s i c  may b e  f o u n d ' i n  
I b n  H a j a r ,  i i i ,  2 0 .  I b n * S a r d ,  T . a b a q a t .  i v  ( I ) ,  1 2 0 .
Abu H a n i f a  ( 6 9 9 - 7 6 7 )  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  " d i s l i k e d  s i n g i n g  
( g h i n a ? ) and made  h e a r i n g  s i n g i n g  a  s i n " , ^ *  a l t h o u g h  h e
C y
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  l o o k e d  u p o n  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a s  l a w f u l  
M a l i k  i b n  Anas ( 7 1 5 - 9 5 )  a l s o  f o r b a d e  s i n g i n g  a n d  s a i d , -  
1fWhen a  man b u y s  a  s l a v e - g i r l  a n d  f i n d s  t h a t  s h e  i s  a  s i n g e r  
t h e n  i t  i s  h i s  d u t y  to  s e n d  h e r  b a c k " Jr* The Imam a i - S h a f i cI  
( 7 6 7 - 8 2 0 )  s a i d , -  " S i n g i n g  ( g n i n a 3 ) i s  a  s p o r t  w h i c h  i s  
d i s l i k e d  a n d  w h i c h  r e s e m b l e s  w h a t  i s  f a l s e ;  he  who 
m e d d l e s  much w i t h  i t  i s  l i g h t  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  y o u  s h a l l  
r e j e c t  h i s  t e s t i m o n y 1’ . ^  Ahmad i b n  H a n b a l  ( 7 8 0 - 8 5 5 )  
d i s l i k e d  l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c  ( a l - s a m a l ) Thus  we s e e  t h a t
t h e t f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  f o u r  s e c t s  w e r e  o p p o s e d  t o  m u s i c ,-irLtste-? <̂f\<Lf ,
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c e n s u r e  o f  A l - S h a f i r i ,  i t  
w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  he  h e l d  t h a t  m u s i c  i n  i t s e l f  w as  
" l a w f u l " .  The l e g i s t  h i m s e l f  s a i d , -  " I  do n o t  know o n e  
o f  t h e  l e a r n e d  i n  A l - H i j a z  t f io  d i s l i k e d  m u s i c  a n d  s i n g i n g  
e x c e p t  w h a t  c o n s i s t e d  i n  a m a t o r y  d e s c r i p t i o n s ;  a s  f o r  t h e  
hfada1 ( c a r a v a n  s o n g )  a n d  t h e  m e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  
...an cam p iaen t  a n a  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  p a s t u r e s ? ^  a n d  t h e  m a k i n g  
b e a u t i f u l  o f  th e  v o i c e  i n  s i n g i n g  p o e m s ,  i t  i s  p e r m i t t e d " .  /  
H i s  s c h o o l  h o l d s  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  i t  i s  l a w f u l  t o  s i n g  a n d  to  
l i s t e n  to  t h e  hl)da* a n d  t h e  l i : < e ,  b u t  i n t e r d i c t s  a l l  o t h e r  
s i n g i n g  t h a t  i s  n o t  a c c o m p a n i e d  by m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .
Y e t ,  e v e n  t h e s e  l a t t e r  a r e ' b a n n e d  i f  t h e y  t e n d  t o  e x c i t e  
u n l a w f u l  d e s i r e s ,  an d  among t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  so  b a n n e d  a r e  
t h e  fu d « s a n i . nay  a l - f I r a q i , b a r  b a t . r a b a b . &c T h e s e
y  A l - G h a z a l  i , 2 0 2 .  
y  A l -H i d a y a .  i i i ,  5 5 8 .  ...
l i q M l a  ^  A  & s* !A  f  ^ U t ^ K T A  jA l E t t l
9
y % A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 0 1 .  3 /  A l - G h a z  a l l , 2 0 1 .
y  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 0 4 .
y  T h i s  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p r e l u d e  t o  t h e  q a s i d a .  w h i c h ,  when 
u s e d  by  i t s e l f  i s  c a l l e d  a  g i t f a .
D /  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 4 2 - 5 .
w e r e  i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e d  by  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  
t h e i r  e m p lo y m e n t  was  f o r  mel*e.. a e s t h e t i c  o r  i l l i c i t  p l e a s u r e ? 
and  w e r e  t h e r e b y  c o n d e m n e d .  ¥ A l - G h a z a l i  h i m s e l f  s a y s 1 t h a t  
t h e  o b j e c t i o n  to  t h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s  i s  ” i n  so f a r  a s  t h e y
_  y
a r e  t h e  b a d g e s  o f  p e o p l e  who d r i n k  a n d  o f  t h e  mukha n n a  t n u n {f.
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  t a f e l ,  s h a h i n ,  q a d i b « g h i r b a l  ( o r
d u f f ) ,  w e r e  ’’p e r m i s s i b l e ” i n s t r u m e n t s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e
u s e d  by  p i l g r i m s . ^
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  S h a f i f i  l a w ,
a n y  o f  th e  ’’u n l a w f u l 51 i n s t r u m e n t s  c an  ^ e  b r o k e n  o r
d e s t r o y e d  ( u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s )  w i t h o u t  t h e  b r e a k e r
o r  d e s t r o y e r  i n c u r r i n g  a n y  l i a b i l i t y *  The l e g a l
q u e s t i o n  t u r n s  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  ’’p r o p e r t y 1’
o r  n o t .  I f  t h e s e  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  ’’u n l a w f u l ” , t h e y  c a n n o t  be
owned by  a  M u s l i m ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  be p r o p e r t y ,  a n d
so  a  M u s l im  c a n  d e s t r o y  th e m .  Thus  s a y ^  t h e  S h a f i f i  s c h o o l .
The # a n a f i  s c h o o l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  ’’p r o p e r t y ” a n d  I n
c o n s e q u e n c e  a r e  ’’c a p a b l e  o f  y i e l d i n g  a  l a w f u l  a d v a n t a g e ” . ^
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  be  u s e d  f o r  ’’u n l a w f u l ” p u r p o s e s
d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t h e i r  v a l u e  a s  p r o p e r t y .  I t  i s  l a i d  down
by t n i s  s c h o o l  t h a t  -  ”I f  a  p e r s o n  b r e a k  a  f e a r b a t , t a b l «
•  •
m i z m a r ,  o r  d u f f  o f  a  M u s l i m . . . . . . h e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t h e
s a l e  o f  s u c h  a r t i c l e s  b e i n g  l a w f u l ” . Some s a y  t h a t  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  two s c h o o l s  o b t a i n s  o n l y  i n  r e g a r d  
s u c h  i n s t r u m e n t s  a s  a r e  u s e d  m e r e l y  f o r  a m u s e m e n t . ? ^
T h e r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  o f  t h e f t s  w h ic h  w e r e  
p u n i s h a b l e  by  a m p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h a n d ,  b u t  t h e  S h a f i cI
A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 4 .  A l -N a w ^ w l ,  5 1 5 .
~y„ The drum c a l l e d  t h e  k u b a  w a s  co n d em n ed  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  i t s  
u s e  by t h e s e  p e o p l e .
y .  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 4 ,  2 3 7 ,  7 4 3 .
^  Al—N aw awi , 2 0 ° -
Abu H a n i f a  h a d  a  n e i g h b o u r  ^ s i ^ s a n g ,  a n d  h e  o n c e  b a i l e d  
h im  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  w a t c h ,  b e c a u s e  h e  ’’m i s s e d  
h i s  v o i c e ” . ^ f I q d  a l - f a r i d .  i i i ,  1 8 1 .
W* A l - H i d a y a ,  i i i ,  1 * 5 8 ^  ‘ ^
( 3 4 r\ CLsfrd.
s c h o o l  s a i d  t h a t -  "The h a n d  o f  t h e  tii§(3,f i s  n o t  c u t  o f f  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  two d i s c i p l e s  f o r  s t e a l i n g  a  d u f f , t a i j l , 
o r  mizma r , "b e c a u se ,  i n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  h e a r  
no p r i c e " .  The H a n a f i  s c h o o l  p o i n t /  o u t  t h a t  t h e  the l^ f  
c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  h e i s t o l e  th e m  to  d e s t r o y  t h e m . ^ *  The same 
l a w  a p p l i e d  to  t h e  t u n b u r  o r  o t h e r  s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t s  
(iffaf a z i f ) . / *  .
The a c t u a l  p u r v e y o r  o f  m u s i c  a l s o  f e l t  t h e  h a n d  
o f  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s t s .  At t h e  t i m e  o f  H a r u n  
a l - R a s h i d  a  m u s i c i a n  was  d e n i e d  o r d i n a r y  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  
c o u r t s .  The ImSn a l - S h a f i * !  h a d  l a i d  i t  down t h a t  fe&fe t h e  
" t e s t i m o n y "  o f  a  p e r s o n  who i n d u l g e d  i n  m u s i c  was  
u n t r u s t w o r t h y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Hi d a y a ,  " t h e  t e s t i m o n y  
o f  women t h a t  l a m e n t  o r  s i n g  i s  n o t  a d m i s s i b l e ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  g u i l t y  o f  f o r b i d d e n  a c t i o n s ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  t h e  
P r o p h e t  h a s  p r o h i b i t e d  t h e s e  two s p e c i e s  o f  n o i s e " . 'Y* I n  
t h e  T a n b i h  o f  Abu I s h a q  a i - S h i r a z i ,  s i n g e r s  i n  g e n e r a l  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  l a w . ^ *  The Hi  da y  a  a l s o  s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  -  
" I t  i s  n o t  l a w f u l  t o  g i v e  a  p l e d g e  f o r  t h e  w a g e s  e i t h e r  
o f  a  m o u r n e r  o f  o f  a  s i n g e r " . " ^
— m— When o n e  v i e w s  a l l  t h e s e  p a i n s  a n d  p e n a l t i e s  w h i c h  
h a v e  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  m u s i c ,  i t  i s  a  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  
a r t  e v e r  t h r i v e d  a1s a l l  u n d e r  I s l a m .  B u t  t h e  t r u t h  i s ,
t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  r i g o u r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s t s  a n d  t h e o i o g i a n s /  
t h e  l a w  c o n c e r n i n g  " l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c "  h a s  b e e n  h o n o u r e d  
m o re  i n  t h e  b r e a c h  t h a n  i n  t h e  o b s e r v a n c e .  S i n n e r s  i n  
t h i s  r e s p e c t  a l w a y s  h a d  a  b a c k - d o o r  o f  e s c a p e ,  w h i c h  i s  
w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  a  s t o r y  i n  t h e  f I q d  a l - f a r i d , a
9* A l - H i d a y a ,  i i ,  9 2 .
y .  i b i d . ,  I I ,  8 9 .
5/> I b i d . ,  i i ,  6 8 7 .
A l - T a n b i h .  3 5 6 .  
A l - H l d a y a .  I v ,  2 1 2 .
c e r t a i n  p r o m i n e n t  man o f  asm* A l - H i j a z  w as  m a k i n g  t h e  
p i l g r i m a g e  to M e c c a ,  a n d  He was  f o u n d  l y i n g  o n  H i s  p r a y e r -  
m a t ,  s i n g i n g ,  A k i n s m a n ,  who p a s s e d  b y ,  r e p r o v e d  h im  s a y i n g  
11 A l l a h  f o r b i d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  h e a r  y o u  do t h e  l i k e  o f  t h i s ,  
a n d  y o u  a  p i l g r i m !*. The  o f f e n d i n g  o n e  r e p l i e d , -  ”Qh s o n  
o f  my b r o t h e r ,  a n d  a r e  y o u  n o t  l i s t e n i n g  t c  m e ? ” . ^  The  
l a w  condem ns  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s i n g e r  o r  p l a y e r ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  
l i s t e n e r !
I s l a m  n e v e r  r e a l l y  e r a d i c a t e d  t h e  p a g a n  i d e a l s  o f  t h e  
A ra b  so f a r  a s  m u s i c  i s  c o n c e r n e d .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c h a r g e  
t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  to  ’’l i s t e n i n g 1’ ( a l - s a m a c ) was  
f a b r i c a t e d  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  by  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s
o f  t h e  f A b b a s i d  e r a  may h a v e  much to  s u p p o r t  i t ,  y e t  t h e r e
c an  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  M u h a m m a d  was  i n d i r e c t l y
c /
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g e rm  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  '
T h e r e  a r e  some w r i t e r s  who a c c o u n t  f o r  M u h a m m a d ’ s  
a t t i t u d e  o n  p u r e l y  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  g r o u n d s .  I n  h i m ,  t h e  
s e n s e s  a p p e a r  to hav*e b e e n  q u i t e  a b n o r m a l l y  d e v e l c j ^ e d .
H i s  s e n s e  o f  s m e l l  was  a  v e r i t a b l e  b u r d e n  to h i m .  He was 
h y p e r s e n s i t i v e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t o u c h .  G a s t r o n o m i c  a f f a i r s  
a l m o s t  becam e a  m a n i a  w i t h  h im .  He h a d  v i s i o n s .  He was  
a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  hummings i n  t h e  e a r s ,  a n d  h e a r d  t h e  s o u n d s  
o f  c a t s ,  h a r e s ,  a n d  b e l l s ,  w h i c h  c a u s e d  h im  much a n n o y a n c e  
i f  n o t  s u f f e r i n g .  Even t h e  j i n g l i n g  o f  t h e  c a r a v a n  b e l l s  
t r o u b l e d  h i m .  I n  s u c h  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s t r u c t u r e ,  a  v e r i t -  
- a b l e  s l a v e  t o  h y p e r a e s t h e s i a ,  o n e  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  e x p e c t  
t o  f i n d  a  m i n d  t e m p e r a m e n t a l l y  a v e r s e  t o  m u s i c ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t ,  i n s e n s i b l e  t o  i t s  c h a r m s  a n d  b e a u t i e s .  To t h e  same 
c a u s e  h a s  b e e n  a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  l a c k  o f  r h y t h m i c  i n s t i n c t . ^
y .  I b n  * Abd R a b b i  h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 8 .  3/* D ’ O h s s c n ,  T a b .  G e n . . i i  . 1 8 8  .
C/ A M u s l im  h a s  s a i d , - ’’N owhere  do we s e e  p i o u s  men m o re
g i v e n  t c  f a l s e h o o d  t h a n  i n  t r a d i t i o n ” ( N o e l d e k e ,  G e s c h . 
d e s  Q o r a n s .  2 2 ) .  I t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a l l  
w e r e  c o n s c i o u s  f r a u d s ,  f o r  we m u s t  r e m e m b e r  Muhammad’ s 
s a y i n g , - ’’W h a t e v e r  g o o d  s a y i n g  h a s  b e e n  s a i d ,  I  m y s e l f  
h a v e  s a i d  i t ” . And a g a i n , -  ’’You m u s t  c o m p a r e  t h e  
s a y i n g s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Q u rJ a n ; w h a t  a g r e e s  t h e r e w i t h  
i s  f r o m  m e ,  w h e t h e r  I  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  i t  o r  n o ” . S e e  
G o i d z i h e r ,  M u h .S t u d . ,  4 8 .
I t  i s  v e r y  e a s y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  o v e r s t a t e  t h e  p h y s i c a l
a n d  p s y c h i c a l  r e f l e x e s  i n  M u h a r a m a d ,  a n  d / i  n  f a c t ,  m a n y  a
h a d i t h  t o  c o u n t e r  o b j e c t i o n s  o n  t h e s e  l i n e s * I t  h a s  b e e n  
•
s h o w n  by H a r  t w i g  H e r s c h f i e l d  t h a t  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  " l a c k  o f
r h y t h m i c  i n s t i n c t "  w a s  r e a l l y  a  d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  by
M u h a m m a d  t o  i g n o r e  p r o s o d i c a l  f o r m s  l e s t  h e  s h o u l d  b e
t a k e n  f o r  a  m e r e  s o o t h s a y e r  o r  m a g i c i a n .  " T h e  g e n e r a l
f o r m  o f  a n y  s o r t  o f  p u b l i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t  b e i n g  p o e t i c ,  ft*.
M u h a m m a d  h a d  t o  a v o i d  a l l  i m i t a t i o n  o f  i t ,  a n d  t h i s  g a v e
h i m  i m m e n s e  t r o u b l e " ,  y e t  a l t h o u g h  h e  o n l y  j u s t  m a n a g e d
t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  " d i t t y "  f o r m  o f  t h e  u r j u z a  ( v e r s e s  i n
r a j _ a z ) ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  e v a d e  t h e  s a j f  ( r h y m e d  p r o s e ) . ^ *
M u h a m m a d { s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  m u s i c  m i g h t  b e
e x p l a i n e d  o n  m xjuuiM s o m e w h a t  s i m i l a r  l i n e s .  t & 0  k i n d  o f
m u s i c  t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  p o e t r y  w h i c h  g l o r i e d  i n  t h e  i d e a l s
o f  p a g a n i s m ,  h e  h a d  t o  a v o i d .  H e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n
b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  " b e a u t i f u l  v o i c e " h i m s e l f ,  w i t h  w h i c h
t o  d e l i v e r  h i s  " R e v e l a t i o n s " ,  b u t  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f
i t .  H e  f a v o u r e d  A b u  M a h d u r a  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  " b e a u t i f u l
v o i c e " ,  w h i l s t  t h e  l i k e n e d  t h e  c h a n t i n g  ( q a r a 1 a ) o f  Abu
M u s a  a l - A s h f a r i  t o  " a  p i p e  ( m i z m a r ) f r o m  t h e  p i p e s  o f
o f  D a v i d " . Y e t  t h i s  c h a n t i n g  o f  t h e  Q u r ’ a n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o
b e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  s i n g i n g  o f  p o e t r y ,  i f  M u h a m m a d
w o u l d  k e e p  h i s  h e a r e r s  m i n d s  away f r o m  P a g a n i s m ,  a n d  s o
a  l e g a l  f i c t i o n  a r o s e  w h i c h  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e
" c a n t i l l a t i o n "  ( t a g h b i r ) ^  o f  t h e  Q u r ’ a n  a n d  t h e  t a h i i i ,
— ■■ ■ —
H e r s c h f e l d ,  5 7 .
f :  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 6 .  A I - G h a z a i i ,  2 0 9 .
Sf. D . R . M a c d o n a l ,  q u o t i n g  f r o m  S a y y i d  M u r t a d a ’ s  I t h a f  a i -  
S a d a ,  w r i t e s  t a f b i r  ( " e x p r e s s i o n " ) ,  b u t  I b n  K h a l d u n ,  
b o t h  i n  Q u a t r e m e r e ’ s  t e x t  a n d  i n  Von Hammer3s t r a n s l a t i o n  
h a s  t a g h b i r .  C f .  D ozy ,  G l o s s a i r e ,  1 5 .  Abu I s h a q  a l -  
Z a j j a j  ( d . 9 2 2 )  made i t  t a g h b i r ,  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  i t s  d e r -  
- i v a t i o n  f r o m  g h a b i r .
was  m e r e l y  a  m o d u l a t i o n  o f  th e  v o i c e  w h ic h  coulcL/fee g r a s p e d
u -
by  t h e  l e a r n e d  a n d  u n l e a r n e d  i n  m u s i c  a l i k e  , ^ b e i n g  o f  a  
d i f f e r e n t  g e n r e  f r o m  t h e  s o n g  p r o p e r  ( g h i n a * ) .  ush i c h  
b e l o n g e d  to  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n . ^ *  The " c a n  f i l i a t i o n 51 
o f  t h e  O u r 1 a n  i s  s a i d  to  h a v e  b o o n  i n t r o d u c e d  by rU b a i d -  
a l l a h  i b n  Abi B a k r ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  S i j i s t a n  ( a p p o i n t e d  6 9 7 ) ,  
b u t  i t  e v i d e n t l y  h a d  a n  e a r l i e r  e x i s t e n c e .
The a d h a n  ( c a l l  t o  p r a y e r )  was  i n s t i t u t e d  by  Muhammad 
h i m s e l f ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  t h e  h i j r a ,  a n d  
B i l a l  t h e  A b y s s i n i a n ,  was  t h e  f i r s t  iguTa d h d n ? n  ( c a l l e r  
The a d h a n  t o o  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  " c a n t i l i a t i o n "  l i k e  t h a t  
o f  t h e  Q ur*an« b u t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
" c a n  f i l i a t i o n "  a n d  " s i n g i n g " ,  we a r e  a s s u r e d  by I  b n  Q u t a i b a  
( d . £ a .  8 8 9 )  t h a t  th e  Q ur1an was s u n g  to  no d i f f e r e n t  
r u l e s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o r d i n a r y  a r t i s t i c  s o n g  ( a l h a n  a l - g h i ' f t a ?  
and  t h e  c a r a v n  s o n g  ( h l i d a 1 ) I n d e e d ,  i t  was  o p e n l y  s a i d
t h a t  i f  m e l o d i e s  ( a l h S n ) w e r e  to  be  c o n s i d e r e d  " u n l a w f u l 11, 
t h e n  t h e  " c a n f i l i a t i o n s "  o f  t h e  n u r ^ a n  and  t h e  adh ju i  w e re  
e q u a l l y  s o ,  a n d  h a d  b e t t e r  be  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h . ^ *  The 
c a n t i l l a t i c n  o f  t h e  Q u r ^ a n  w a s ,  i n d e e d ,  p r o s c r i b e d  by  t h e  
M a l i k I  s c h o o l ,  a l t h o u g h  a l l o w e d  by  th e  S h a f i r i . ^  A l l  t h e  
s c h o o l s ,  e x c e p t  t h e  H a n b a l i ,  a l l o w e d  the  a d h a n .
B e s i d e s  t h e s e " a l l o w a b l e ” m u s i c a l  c u s t o m s  
t h o s e  o f  Pagan  A r a b i a ,  *h i c h  I s l a m  was  i m p o t e n t  i n  
r e s t r i c t i n g ,  a s  i n  many o t h e r  ttttu!tor o f  t h e  m o v i n g  s o c i a l  
Semi t i e  f o r c e s .  ^ L i k e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Roman "Emperors ,
Muhammad h a d  to a d a p t  h i m s e l f  to  t h e  s o c i a l  r e s i s t a n c e ,
y  A i - B u k h a r i ,  i ,  2 0 9 .  M i s h k a t  a l - m a s a b i h .  i ,  1 4 1 .
* #
I b n  Q u t a i b a ,  2 6 5 .  
y  I b n  f Abd R a b l i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 8 .
C/{ I b h  K h a l d u n ,  i i ,  5 5 7 .
IX A b u ^ l - F i d a 1 s a y s , -  "The A r a b s  o f  t h e  D ays  o f  I d o l a t r y  
d i d  t h i n g s  w h i c h  I s l a m  h a s  a c c e p t e d " .
y  I b n  K h a l d u n ,  i i ,  5 5 9 .
, / w e r e
when he f o u n d  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  m o u ld  i t  t o  h i s a n d  
i n  t h i s  way t h e  P a g a n  f e s t i v a l s  i t n  a i l  t u e i r  mal a  i d  
o r  ’’f o r b i d d e n  p l e a s u r e s ” ,  came i n t o  a c c e p t a n c e  u n d e r  f r e s h  
s a n c t i o n s .  .^ b e c a m e  a  n e c e s s i t y . ^
F i r s t  t h e r e  w e re  t h e  o l d  P a g a n  s o n g s  o f  t h e  
p i l g r i m a g e ,  t h e  t a h i l l  a n d  t a l b i y y a ,  w h i c h  w e r e  t u r n e d  
f a v o u r a b l y  to  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  I s l a m ,  a n d  becam e  " l a w f u l ” , 
ev en  to  t h e  " a l l o w a b i l i t y ” o f  t h e  t a b !  (d ru m )  a n d  s h a h i n 
( f i f e )  a s ,  an a c c o m p a n i m e n t . M u s i c  f o r  t h e  p i l g r i m a g e
The s o n g  o f  w a r ,  i . e .  o f  i n c i t i n g  to war a g a i n s t  
t h e  u n b e l i e v e r ,  was  a l l o w a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  "summons a  man 
t o  w a r f a r e  by i n c i t i n g  c o u r a g e  and  by  m o v in g  w r a t h  a n d  
a n g e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s ” . The a c t u a l  b a t t l e - s c n g ,  
s u c h  a s  t h a t  i n  t h e  r a . j a z  v e r s e s ,  was  a l l o w e d  o n  t h e  same
g r o u n d s .  The  l e g i s t s  " a l l o w e d ” w h a t  th e y  c o u l d  n o t  p r e v e n t
in  m: t case  - ,
^ d e e p l y  i n g r a i n e d  i n  t h e  S e m i t e  t o  b e  p l u c k e d  o u t  t y  a  
f i a t .  I t  h a d  b e e n  t h e  c u s t o m  o f  r A l i  a n d  h h a l i d ,  a n d  o t h e r  
v a l i a n t  " C o m p a n io n s "  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t .  /  ■ I b n  f A b d  R a b b i - h i  X
s a y s , -  " I s  t h e r e  a n y  t i m o r o u s  o n e ,  f r o m  w h o m  c o u r a g e  h a s
f l o w n ,  who s i n g s  t h e  w o r d s  o f  J a r i r , -
"S a y  to  t h e  c o w a rd  when t h e  s a d d l e  d e l a y s ,
’ A r t  t h o u  f r o m  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n  d e a t h  e s c a p i n g ? 1"
e x c e p t  t h a t  h i s  s p i r i t  r e t u r n s  an d  h i s  h e a r t  b e c o m e s  
s t r o n g  " . 9 ^  y e t  t h e  s h a h  i n was f o r b i d d e n  i n  t h e  camp 
l e s t  i t  p l a i n t i v e  s o u n d  s h o u l d  " s o f t e n  t h e  h e a r t " . ^
y % A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 0 .  _ -
JK' A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 i .  U/€ A l - G h a z a l i ,  222
A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 2 .  " 1
9^ I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  !>'?« (l ^ h a v e  r e a d  i n  t h e  o n e  
' o f  t h e " c h r o n i c l e s  o f  t h e  C r u s a d e s ,  t h a t  t h e  M u s l i m s  
h a d  to  b a n i s h  f l u t e s  f r o m  t h e i r  camp f o r  a  s i m i l a r
The n a u h  o r  e l e g y  w as  l a w f u l ,  f o r  t h i s  was  t o o  v a l u a b l e  
an a s s e t  to I s l a m ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  P a g a n  c h a r a c t e r ,  t o  t>e s e t  
a s i d e .  The. w i l w a i  c r  w a i l i n g ,  was  h o w e v e r ,  f o r b i d d e n  
( s a v e  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ) ,  b u t  i n  s p i t e *  o f  a l l  t h e  p a i n s  a n d  
p e n a l t i e s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  i t  s t i l l  r e m a i n s . ^
Then t h e r e  was t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  f e a s t s  a n d  f e s t i v a l s  
s u c h  a s  a b o u n d e d  i n  P a g a n  A r a b i a .  T h i s  to o  f o u n d  a  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  p u b l i c  f e s t i v a l s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a i t h  o f  I s l a m ,  
s u c h  a s  e x i s t s  t o d a y  i n  t h e  f I d  a l - a d h a , t h e  f I d  a l - f i t r ,
-  •.£ Is
t h e  yaum f a s h u r a ,  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  i p a w a l i d . M u s ic  w as
" a l l o w e d "  when j o y  was  " a l l o w e d " ,  s u c h  a s  o n  t h e  d a y s  o f  
p r i v a t e  f e s t i v a l s  l i k e  b e t r o t h a l s ,  w e d d i n g s ,  b i r t h s ,  
c i r c u m c i s i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  l o v e - s o n g  was  " a l l o w a b l e ,f.
Y e t  t h e r e  was  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  e v e n  t h e  l e g i s t s  h a d  n o t  
t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  a n d  t h a t  was  t h e  " s p i r i t u a l "  e f i f e c t s  
o f  m u s i c .  I t  was  t h i s  t h a t  h a d  g i v e n  t h e  s o o t h s a y e r  a n d  
m a g i c i a n  o f  o l d ,  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  pow er  o v e r  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
a n d  s t r a n g e  to s a y ,  t h e  l e g i s t s  d i d  n o t  a p p r e h e n d  i t .  
T r a d i t i o n  h a d  i t ,  t h a t  t h e  p r o p h e t  D a v i d  h a d  b r o u g h t  t h e  
jb ih 4 s _ ^ n d .  b e a s t s  t o  l i s t e n  by m e a n s  o f  h i s  v o i c e ,  a n d  t h e  
t w o  a n d  s e v e n t y ^ ^ ^ ^ f r o m  h i s  " b l e s s e d  t h r o a t " . ^  Peojw^e 
t h a t  h e a r d  h i s  v o i c e  d i e d  o f  r a p t u r e . ^  The m y s t e r i o u s  
pow er  o f  m u s i c  w as  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  th Q A ra b s  c o u l d  s e e  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  e v e r y - d a y  l i f e .  T h e y  saw t h e  c a m e l  a l t e r
i t s  p a c e  a c c o r d i n g  to  rhythm,*^*  d e e r  w e r e  r e n d e r e d  d o c i l e , ^
lyt; f A l i  3©y, i ,  I B S .
3/1 T h e  f i d  a l - a d h a  ( s a c r i f i c i a l  f e a s t )  i s  h e l d  o n  t h e  1 0 t h' "1 " V ̂
d h u 1 l - h i j j a ,  an d  i t  i s  t h e  a c t u a l  d a y  t h a t  t h e  P a g a n
9
A r a b s  o f  o l d  s a c r i f i c e d  i n  t h e  V a l e  o f  M i n a .  
iym M i r  .^hwand, W ( i ) j 5 
I b n  f Afcd R a b b i h i ,
I b n  r Abd R a b b i  h i ,
3j( K a s h f  a l - m a h .1 u £ ,  4 0 0
7 . H i
^179. Ka s h f  a i - m a h j u b ,  4G& 
i i i ,  1 7 7 .  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 9 .
s n a k e s  charmed . ,  b e e s  made to a l i g h t , ^  an d  b i r d s  d r o p p e d  
d e a d  a t  t h e  s o u n d  o f  m u s i c .  T h e r e  i s  a n  a b u n d a n t  
l i t e r a t u r e  w h ic h  t e l l s  u s  o f  p e o p l e  who h a v e  b e e n  d e e p l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  by m u s i c Y e t  w h a t  c o n n e c t i o n  h a s  t h i s  
’’s p i r i t u a l ” m u s i c  t o  t h a t  w h i c h / t h e  l e g i s t s  s a i d  was  t h e  
p u r v e y o r  o f  d r u n k e n n e s s  a n d  f o r n i c a t i o n ?  The s u f i  s h a l l  
a n s w e r .
‘’M u s ic  a n d  s i n g i n g  do n o t  p r o d u c e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  
t h a t  w h i c h  i s  n o t  i n  i t ” s a y s  Abu S u l a i m a n  a l - D a r a n i  
( d . c a . 8 2 0 )  .9 ^  a n d  so t h o s e  who a r e  a f f e c t e d  by m u s i c  
can  be  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two c l a s s e s  a s  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  by A l -  
H u j w i r l  ( 1 1 t h  c e n t . )  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  K ash f  a l - m a h . j u b , 
a s  f o l l o w s , -  ( I )  T h o s e /tE5~~'near t h e  s p i r i t u a l  m e a n i n g ^  a n d  
( 2 )  T h o s e who h e a r  t h e  ma t e r i a l  s o u n d . T h e r e  a r e  g o o d  
a n d  e v i l  r e s u l t s  i n  e a c h  c a s e ,f s a y s  t h i s  a u t h o r .  ’’L i s t e n i n g  
to  s w e e t  s o u n d s  p r o d u c e s  an  e f f e r v e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  
m o u l d e d  i n  man; t r u e ,  i f  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  be  t r u e ,  f a l s e ,  i f  
t h e  s u b s t a n c e  be  f a l s e .  When t h e  s t u f f  of m a n ’ s 
t e m p e r a m e n t  i s  e v i l ,  t h a t  w h i c h  he  h e a r s  wi l l ,  be  e v i l  t o o 1’ . ^  
Then he  g o e s  o n  t o  q u o t e  Muhammad i n  t h e  s a y i n g , -  ”0 A l l a h  
. l e t  JUS,-see t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e ” . S o ,  s a y s  o u r  a u t h o r ,
’’r i g h t  a u d i t i o n  c o n s i s t s  i n  h e a r i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a s  i t  i s  i n  
q u a l i t y  an d  p r e d i c a m e n t ” . Thus  t h e  s u f i  l o o k e d  u p o n  m u s i c  
a s  a  m e a n s  o f  ’’r e v e l a t i o n ” a t t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  e c s t a s y .
Dhu^1 -N u n  s a y s , -  ’’L i s t e n i n g  ( a l - s a m a f ) i s  a  d i v i n e  
i n f l u e n c e  w h ic h  s t i r s  t h e  h e a r t  to s e e k  A l l a h ;  t h o s e  who 
l i s t e n  to  i t  s p i r i t u a l l y  a t t a i n  to  A l l a h ,  a n d  t h o s e  who 
l i s t e n  t o  i t  s e n s u a l - y  f a l l  i n t o  h e r e s y ” . A n o t h e r  s .uf 1 ,
y. I b n  ( Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 7  ( 1 1 ,  2 7 : i l l ,  2 8 .
A l - I s f a h a n I ,  v ,  5 2 .  A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 1 9 .  S a r d i ,  G u l i s t a n ,
I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 8 .  A l - G h a z a l i ,  7 1 5 .
K a s h f  a l - m a h j u b *  4 0 7 .
A l - G h a z a l i ,  2 2 0 .  K a s h f  a l ^ a h j u b , 4 0 2 - 5
A l - S h i b l i  s a y s , -  ’’L i s t e n i n g  i s  o u t w a r d l y  a  t e m p t a t i o n  a n d  
i n w a r d l y  an  a d m o n i t i o n ' ’ . S a y s  Abu*1 - H u s a i n  a l - D a r r a j  , -
’’L i s t e n i n g  . c a u s e s  me t o  f i n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e
T r u t h  : e s i  e t n e  V e i l  ’ . /
I n  t h e  s u f i  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  m u s i c ,  s u c h  a s  we h a v e  i n
— — — — S/
A l - H u j w i r i  a n d  A l - G h a z a l i , / *  we s e e  much o f  w h a t  t h e  m o d e r n
S c h o p e n h a u r  t a u g h t .  To h i m ,  m u s i c  i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  w i l l  
i t & e l f ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  i t  o n e  c a n  p i e r c e  t h e  V e i l ,  w i t n e s s  
th e  w a t c h e r ,  a n d  b e h o l d  t h e  U n s e e n . ^  T h u s  was  m u s i c  
c a l l e d  i n  a s  t h e  h a n d m a i d  o f  I s l a m  a f t e r  a l l ,  a n d  a s  s u c h  
i t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  e v e r y  I s l a m i c  l a n d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  I s l a m .
Of t h e  m u s i c i a n s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t h  Mu haiamad, s e v e r a l  n a v e  
b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r .  B e s i d e s  t h e s e ,
t h e r e  w e r e  a  f ew  who came i n  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
P r o p h e t ,  and  o n  t h a t  a c c o u n t  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  h e r e .
was  t h e  s o n  o f  an  A b y s s i n i a n  s l a v e - g i r l  who h a d  b e e n  
: was o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n v e r t s
F i r s t - F r u i t s  o f  A b y s s i n i a ” , and  made h im h i s  p u r s e - b e a r e r .
He was  t h e  f i r s t  mu* n i n  ( C a l l e r  t o  P r a y e r )  i n  I s l a m ,  
a n d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  n o w a d a y s  t h e  p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f  t h o s e  who 
f o l l o w  t h i s  c a l l i n g .  B i l a l  d i e d  a t  D a m a s c u s ,  w h e r e  h i s
i n t o  E n g l i s h ,  See  B i b l i o g r a p h y .  
y ,; A l - G h a z a l i ,  7 2 0 .
y , I b n  H i s h a m ,  2 0 5 .  C a e t a n i ,  i i i ,  9 9 .  E w l i y a  C h e i e b I ,  
i i ,  9 1 - 2 ,  1 1 1 - 1 2 .  A l -N a w a w i ,  1 7 6 .
(2 ) .
B i l a l  i b n  H i y a h  ( R a b a £  o r  R i b a b )  a l - ^ a b a s h i  ( d . 6 4 1 )
T t T  -Kmhammad c a b l e d  h im  ?’The
To h im  t h e  P r o p h e t  o n c e  s a i d ,  ” 0 B i l a l ,  s i n g  a  g h a z a l ”
tomb may be  s e e n
^ o f  A l - H u j w i r i  ^
The K a sh f  a l - m a h j u b  / and  t h e  s e c t i o n  o n  m u s i c  i n
I h y a  fu lu m  a l - d i n o f  A l - o h a z a l i , h av e  b e e n  t r a n s l a t e d
4 - H .
S h i r i n  i s  t h e  name o f  th e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  H a s s a n  i b n
T h a t i t ,  a s  . m e n t i o n e d  by  A l - H u j w i r i ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  i m p r o b a b l e
t h a t  s h e  i s  ) t h e  s l a v e - g i r l ^ w h o ,
w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r  M a r i y a  t h e  C o p t ,  was  s e n t  t o  t h e  P r o p h e t
by  Muqujaqis  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  E g y p t  i n  6 5 0 .  S i r  i n  w as  h a n d e d
\mmmamaami . o v e r  t o  H a s s a n ,  w h i l s t  M a r i y a  becam e on© o f  t h e  
*
P r o p h e t 5 s  w i v e s .  D u r i n g  t h e  ’’O r t h o d o x  K h a l i f a t © ” we r e a d  
t h a t  a  f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s  f A zza  a l - M a i l a *  s a n g  t h e  s o n g s  
o f  a n  e a r l y  s o n g s t r e s s  ( g a i n a )  named S i r i n ,  who may h a v e  
b e e n  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  S i r  i n  o r  s h i r i n  o f  H a s s a n . ^
The  nam es  o f  t h r e e  o t h e r  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  h a v e  come 
down to  u s  f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  
doomed f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  by t h e  p r o p h e t  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  
e n t r a n c e  i n t o  M ecca  a s  c o n q u e r o r  i n  6 5 0 .  T h e i r  s o l e  ” c r i m e  ’ 
was t h a t  t h e y  h a d  s u n g  s a t i r i c a l  s o n g s  a g a i n s t  h i m .  The 
f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  was  S a r a ,  who b e l o n g e d  t o  
r Amb i b n  H l ^ h i m  ( o r  H is h a m )  i b n  r Abd a l - M u t t a l i b .  She  
e s c a p e d  d e a t h  by  ’’o p p o r t u n a t e  s u b m i s s i o n ” . 9* o u r a i n a  
( K u r i n n a ,  F a r t a n a )  a n d  Q a r i b a  ( A r n a b ) ,  who w e re  i n  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  f A b d a l l a h  ( i b n  H i l a l )  i b n  K h a t a l  a i - A d r a m i ,  
~ ^ w 5 r s ^ a I s o  p r o s c r i b e d .  O n ly  Q u r a i n a  s u f f e r e d  t h e  d e a t h
rS~-
p e n a l t y . ? *
From a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  m o d e r n / a u t h o r i  t y , E w l i y a  
C h e l e b i  ( d . o a .  1680)^  we l e a r n  t h e  nam es  o f  t h r e e  m a l e  
m u s i c i a n s  who a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  p e r f o r m e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
P r o p h e t .  O n ly  o n e  o f  t h e s e  nam es  h a s  a  c l a s s i c a l  
a t t e s t a t i o n ,  a n d  fchat. i s  r Amr i b n  Umayya,  a l t h o u g h  we g e t  
no m e n t i o n  o f  h i s  m u s i c a l  a c c o m p l i  slime n t s  f r o m  t h i s  s o u r c e ,  "V
A  t o  AT -T a b  a r 7 1 ( i , C.
A l - i s f a h a n i ,  iv ; ,  1 4 .  G u i d i ,  l o o k s  u p o n  th em  a s  
s e p a r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s .
Iym M u i r ,  Muhammad, 4 1 1 .
E^ A l - T a b a r i ,  i ,  1 6 2 6 ,  1 6 4 0 - 2 .  A l - W a q i d l ,  3 5 4 .
C a e t a n i ,  i i  ( 1 ) ,  1 5 4 .
3 :  C a e t a n i ,  i ,  2 8 5 .
Y e t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  can  s c a r c e l y  bo o f  l a t e  o r i g i n ,  s e e i n g  
t h a t  two o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  c l a i m e d  a s  p a t r o n  s a i n t s  
o f  m u s i c a l  f r a t e r n i t i e s .  The t h r e e  m u s i c i a n s  WU0b|j^|ltUU4» 
by E w l i y a  C h e l e b I  a r e , -
r Amr i b n  Umayya D h a m i r i ,  a l s o  c a l l e d  B aba  f Amr, o r  
r Amr f I y a r ,  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  p l a y e d  t h e  t a m b o u r i n e  ( d a H r a ) 
a t  t h e  w e d d i n g  o f  r A i i  an d  F a t i m a ,  a n d  a l l  t a m b o u r i n e  
p l a y e r s  l o o k  u p o n  h im  a s  t h e i r  p a t r o n  s a i n t . ^  He was  o n e  
o f  t h e  " C o m p a n io n s "  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t .
Hamza i b n  Y a t i m  ( o r  Y a t i m a )  i s  s a i d  t o  hav.e s u n g  
w i t h  B i l a l  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  P r o p h e t ,  a n d  to  hav.e b o o n  
g i r d e d  -by * A l i  ( o r  S a lm a n  t h e  P e r s i a n ) .  He i s  a l s o  s a i d  t o  
h av e  s u n g  a t  t h e  w e d d i n g  o f  f A l l  a n d  F a t i m a .  He i s  t h e  
p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f  a l l  s i n g e r s ,  a n d  h i s  tomb i s  p o i n t e d  o u t  a t
B a t a  S a w a n d i k  w as  an  I n d i a n  who i s  o r o d i i y ^ o d  w i t h  
h a v i n g  p l a y e d  t h e  k e t t l e - d r u m  c a l l e d  k u s  i n  t h e  p r o p h e t ’ s  
m i l i t a r y  e x p e d i t i o n s .  He i s  s a i d  to  h a v e  b e e n  b u r i e d  a t  
M a u s i i  n e a r  J a r j i s h . ^
I t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p a t r o n  
_ s a i n t s ^ j a a y  J^Te g i v e n  th e  o r i g i n  t o  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n s .  So 
f a r  a s  A l - H i j a z  a n d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  "Days  o f  I g n o r a n c e "  o n l y  a l l o w s  t h e  
w o m e n - f o l k  a n d  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  a s  t h e  p u r v e y o r s  o f  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c ,  a l t h o u g h  s i n g e r s  w e r e  t o  bo f o u n d  i n  
b o t h  s e x e s .
E w l i y a  C h e l e b i ,  . i i ,  2 2 6 ,  2 3 4 .
€yt E w l i y a  C h e l e b i ,  i i ,  1 1 5 ,  2 2 6 ,  2 5 3 ,  2 3 4 ,
QyC E w l i y a  C h e l e b i ,  i i ,  2 2 6 .
THE ORTHODOX KHAL I F S .
(632-661).
11 And t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h o s e  who s a n g 1 t h e  
owflf  ( grhina* ' a l - r a q i q ) i n  I s l a m ,  was
I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i . ( d . 9 4 0 ) ,
Upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  i n  632, t h e  f a i t h f u l  e l e c t e d  
a  s u c c e s s o r  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  Abu B a k r ,  whom t h e y  s a l u t e d  a s  
K h a l i f a  ( S u c c e s s o r ' * ) .  T h r e e  s u c c e e d i n g  i h a i i f s  w e r e  a l s o  
e l e c t e d  by'  t h e  s u f f r a g e s  o f  t h e  M u s l i m s ,  a n d  t h e s e  
’’s u c c e s s o r s ” w e r e  f Umar (634), fUtriman (644), a n d  fAlI (656), 
No s o o n e r  h a d  t h e  P r o p h e t  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  th a n  A r a b i a  was  
t o r n  a s u n d e r  by  d i s s e n s i o n .  F a l s e  p r o p h e t s  a r o s e  o n  
e v e r y  s i d e ,  a n d  t h e  t r i b e s ,  f r o m  d i s t a n t  f Uman to  t h e  v e r y  
t h r e s h o l d  o f  A 1 - M e d i n a .  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  w e r e  i n  o p e n  r e v o l t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  k h a l i f a t e ,  a n d  i n  avow ed  a p o s t a s y  f r o m  I s l a m .
Y e t ,  w i t h i n  a  y e a r ,  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  c ro w d  was  b r o u g h t  b a c k  
t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  f o l d .  To e f f e c t  t h i s  h o w e v e r ,  
h u g e  a r m i e s  h a d  b e e n  s e t  i n  m o t i o n ,  a n d  th e  s p i r i t  o f  
w a r f a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f i d e l  i n  g e n e r a l y  was r o u s e d  t o  i t s  
h i g h ^ e s t  p i t c h .  B a b y l o n i a ,  M e s o p o t a m i a ,  S y r i a ,  a n d  E g y p t ,  
w e re  i n v a d e d  a n d  c o n q u e r e d  ( 6 3 —4 3 ) ,  um a  c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h i c h  
was o f  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  c o m in g  M u s l im  
c i v i l i s a t i o n .
The d a y s  o f  t h e  f o u r  l i a s  h i  dun  o r  ” O r t h o d o x ” 
k h a l i f s ,  w e re  t h e  s t r i c t  d a y s  o f  I s l a m ,  when t h e  l e t t e r  o f  
t h e  l a w  a s  l a i d  down,  o r  i m p l i e d ,  by t h e  p r o p h e t ,  o r  s u c h  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  i t  a s  t h e  ’’C o m p a n io n s  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ”
'W u s ic
T u w a i s ” „
t h o u g h t  i t  t h e i r  d u t y  t o  d e c l a r e , r i g i d l y  e n f o r c e d .
M usic  was b a n n e d . I b n  K h a l d u n ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  M u s l im  
h i s t o r i a n s ,  s a y s  t h a t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  I s l a m ,  e v e r y t h i n g  
W i i c h  d i d  n o t  f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  G)ur * a n  was  
s c o r n e d ,  ujutu w h i l s t  t h e  s o n g  a n d  p a n to m im e  w e r e  f o r b i u a e n ^ ^  
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a  m o d e r n  M u s l im  h i s t o r i a n ,  S a y y i d  Amir 
cA l i ,  i s  o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  m u s i c  was  n o t  p r o s c r i b e d  u n t i l  t h e  
l a t e r  l e g i s t s  came o n  t h e  s c e n e . v*
The f i r s t  two k h a l i f s  h a d  p o s s i b l y ,  l i t t l e  l o v e  f o r ,  
n o r  any  i n t e r e s t  i n  m u s i c .  They  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  t o o  b u s y  
w i t h  t h e  s w o r d  i n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  I s l a m ,  t o  d a l l y  much w i t h  
a n y  o f  t h e  a r t s .  They p r a c t i s e d  t h e  u t m o s t  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  
l i f e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  e x p e c t e d  i t  i n  o t h e r s .  T hey  knew t h a t  
trie a r t s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i n d u l g e d  i n  w i t h o u t  o s t e n t a t i o n  a n d  
e v e n  p r o d i g a l i t y ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  f r o w n e d  o n  by t h e s e  
k h a l i f s .  We know t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  f a m o u s  A rab  g e n e r a l ,  Abu M u sa ,  was  t h a t  he h a d  b e s t o w e d
d L aA jgJusm s  J  y  o  .
a  t h o u s a n d  p i e c e s  o f  s i  1 v j u p o n  a  p o e t ,
S i n c e  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
t h e  s o c i a l  & p o l i t i c a l  r e g i m e n ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  n o w h e r e  m o re  
c o n s p i c u o u s l y  e v i d e n t  t h a n  i n  t h e  k h a l i f a t e ,  i t  w i l l  b e  my 
p l a n ,  i n  e a c h  c h a p t e r ,  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  k h a l i f s  
and  r u l e r s ,  f o r  h e r e  we g e t  t h e  p r o p e r  i n d e x  o f  t h i n g s .
y , S y e d  Ameer A l i ,  S h o r t  H i s t . .  4 5 7 .
y l  A d i r h a m  ( p i . d a r a n i m ) was  a s i l v e r  c o i n  s o m e t h i n g  i i x e  
a  s i x p e n c e ,  a n d  t w e n t y  o f  them made a  d i n a r  ( p i .  
d a n a n l r ) , a  g o l d  c o i n ,  n o t  u n l i k e  a  h a l f - s o v e r e i g n .
24  M u i r ,  C a l i p h . , 1 8 0 .
U n d e r  Abu B a t e  (6.52) i t  may b e .  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  
m u s i c ,  a s  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  % a l a h i  o r  " f o r b i d d e n  
p l e a s u r e s " ,  was  i n t e r d i c t e d .  P r e c i s e ^ B f f l T l i c w e v e r ,  i s
w a n t i n g , The s i n g i n g - g i r l s  ( g a i n  at} who w e r e  s l a v e s  i n  t h e
h o u s e h o l d s  o f  t h e  n o b l e  & w e a l t h y  f a m i l i e s ,
w e r e  p o s s i b l y  n o t  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h ,  b u t  i t  i s  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  
t h a t  t h o s e  o f  t h e  t a v e r n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  m u s r c i a n s 5H®Utt*t 
w e r e  s u p p r e s s e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t ,  d a r e d  n o t  
f o l l o w  t h e i r  a v o c a t i o n ,  s a v e  p e r h a p s  i n  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
The  s i n g e r ^  o f  e l e g i e s  ( n a H ^ ,  f e m .  
n l P i n a ) p r o b a b l y  t o l e r a t e d  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  
e l e g y  ( n a u n ) was  n o t  c o n d i d e r e d  m u s i c  l i k e  t n e  s o n g  c a l l e d  
g h i n a * . A l - T a b a r i  h a s  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  two s i n g i n g - g i r l s  
named T n a b j a  a l - H a d r a m i y y a  a n d  H i n d  b i n t  Yam i n ,  h a d  tneix* 
h a n d s  c u t  o f f  an d  t h e i r  t e e t h  p u l l e d  o u t ,  so  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  p l a y  o r  s i n g .  T h i s  w as  d o n e  by A l - M u h a j i r  when h e
s u b d u e d  Al-Yaman i n  6 5 3 ,  a n d  i t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  a p p r o b a t i o n  o f
Abu B a k r .  Y e t  t h i s  p u n i s h m e n t  was  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o c c a s i o n e d  
by t n e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  m u s i c i a n s ,  b u t  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  h a d  s u n g  s o n g s ,  t o  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  a r e e d - p i p e  
( m i z m a r ) ,  w h i c h  h a d  s a t i r i z e d  t h e  M u s l i m s .  ^
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p u r i t a n i c a l  r e g ime o f  Abu B a k r ,  
t h e r e  a p p e a r f  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  g o o d l y  few  who i n d u l g e d  i n  
t h e  r f l a l a h l . " N a t u r e  i s  n o t  t o  b e  f o r  e v e r  t h u s  p e n t  u p ;  
t h e  r e b o u n d  t o o  o f t e n  c o m es ;  a n d  i n  c a s t i n g  o f f  i t s  . 
s h a c k l e s ,  h u m a n i t y  n o t  s e l d o m  b u r s t s  l i k e w i s e  t h r o u g h  t h e
}ym A l - T a b a r i ,  i , 2 0 i 4 .  A l - B a l a d h u r i ,  1 0 2 / C a e t a n i ,  i i  ( 2 )
8 0 2 .
b a r r i e r s  o f  F a i t h .  The gay  y o u t h  o f  I s l a m ,  c l o y e d  w i t h  t h e  
d u l l  d e l i g h t s  o f  t h e  s e q u e s t e r e d  h a r i m . w e re  t e m p t e d  t h u s  
when a b r o a d  to  e v a d e  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c r e e d ,  a n d  
s e e k  i n  t h e  c u p ,  i n  m u s i c ,  g a m e s ,  and  d i s s i p a t i o n ,  t h e  
e x c i t e m e n t  w h i c h  t h e  y o u t h  & l i g h t h e a r t e d  w i l l  d e m a n d ”
B u t  t h e r e  w e r e  d a y s  o f  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m  i n  s t o r e .
f Umar ( 6 5 4 )  s ee m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  
h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a h a d i t h  o f  
f A, i s h a ,  fUmar h a d  h e a r d  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l  i n  t h e  v e r y  
h o u s e h o l d  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t . ^ "  T h i s  may h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  h im  
i n  f a v o u r  c f  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s .  I t  i s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  he  
t r e m b l e d  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  Q u r * a n  s h o u l d  be  r e c i t e d  
o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  i n  m e l o d i o u s  t o n e s . ''/* f A sim ,  h i s  s o n ,  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e v o t e d  to m u s i c ,  w h i l s t  o n e  o f  t h e  k h a l i f ’ s  
g o v e r n o r s ,  A l - N u fman i b n  A d i ,  who c o n t r o l l e d  M a i s a n ,  was  
c e r t a i n l y  a  p a t r o n  o f  th e  a r t . ' *
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  t o l d  b y  I b n  a i -
<fh o-g <r a  +crtuuT . j
F a q i h  a l - H a m a d h a n l  ( f i . 9 G 2 )  t h a t /^ f Umar h e a r d  s l a v e - g i r l s
p l a y i n g  t h e i r  t a m b o u r i n e ^  ( d u f d y )  a n d  s i n g i n g  t h a t  ”L i f e  i s  
made f o r  p l e a s u r e 11 ’ ta f r ja t rT u p ra id ed  a n d  c u d g e l l e d  them  f o r  
t h i s .  B u t  o n e  m u s t  a s k  w h e t h e r  h i s  d i s a p p r o v a l  was  o n  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s o n g  o r  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d ?  The l a t t e r  
i s  t h e  m o re  l i k e l y ,  s i n c e  we h a v e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  f Umar 
w a s  a b r o a d  o n e  d a y  when t h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  t a m b o u r i n e  r e a c h e d  
h i s  e a r s .  *Umar a s k e d , -  1,What i s  t h i s ? ” He w as  t o l d  i t  
was  a  c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  when we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  f Umar h e l d  h i s  
p e a c e
M u i r ,  C a l i p n .  1 8 5 .  K a s h f  a l - M a h j u b ,  4 &1.
5/. I b n  S a ( d ,  T a b a q a t  a l - k a b i r ,  , v , 4 2 .
I b n  H i  sham ,  7 8 2 .
I b n  a i - F a q i h ,  B i b i . G e p g . A r a b . , v ,  4 5 .  
y*  i l l  a l - f a r u s ,  s u p  f a z i f  a . SLte. aJav ~ 3$  ?
S e v e r a l  s t o r i e s  a r e  t o l d  i n  t h e  f,I q d  a l - f a r i d  c o n c e r n i n g  
a n d  m u s i c .  I n  o n e  o f  t h e s e ,  rUmar,  when a s k i n g  a  man 
to  s i n g  a d a e d , -  "May All. a h  f o r g i v e  y o u  f o r  i t " ,  w h i c h  
c l e a r l y  shows how he  s t o o d  i n  r e g a r d / t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  "ban. 
Ttf> n o b l e s  o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h  ( o n e  o f  them  b e i n g  r Asim i b n  f Amr) 
whom h e  he^jd s i n g i n g ,  w e r e  c a l l e d  " a s s e s "  b y  fUmar.  On 
b o t h  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  s i n g i n g  was  t h e  r a k b anT  o f  t h e  n a s b «  
w h i c h  h a d  t a c i t l y  b e e n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  " a l l o w a b l e " . 5* r mar  
was  w o n t  t o  make a  t o u r  o f  A l - M e d in a  a t  n i g h t  so  a s  t o  s e e  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  no i n f r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a w /  Once h e  came to  
a h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e  m a s t e r  w as  l i s t e n i n g  to  t h e  w&jv&yujuLAX* 
v o i c e  o f  h i s  s i n g i n g - g i r l  a n d  i n d u l g i n g  i n  t h e  w i n e - c u p .  
f Umar b u r s t  i n  u p o n  t h e  s c e n e  c r y i n g , -  "Shame o n  t h e e " .
The sh am ed  o n e  t u r n e d  t h e  t a b l e s  o n  t h e  k h a l i f  by 
r e t o r t i n g , -  "Shame o n  t h e e  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  
t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  w h i c h  i s  f o r b i d d e n  by t h e  w o rd  o f  A l l a h  " . ^  
The a u t h o r  o f  t h e  K i t a b  al - a g h a n i  s a y s , -  " I t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  
t h a t  Uttft k h a l i f  fUmar h a d  c o m p o se d  a  s o n g ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  ft* 
i s  l e s s  p r o b a b l e " .  P o s s i b l y ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s  h a d  c o n f u s e d
- t h i s  k f r a l wi t h  th e  l a t e r  f Umar I I  (7 1 & - 2 0 )  who was
c e r t a i n l y  a  c o m p o s e r .  Y e t  *Umar I  h a s  b e e n  c l a i m e d  a s  a
p o e t  by I b n  H a j a r , ^  a n d  I b n  D u r a i d . * ^ “
I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 8 - 9 .
y ; Lammens,  i i i ,  2 7 5 .  t -sr, 2.7^ 2 .
2/% I b n  Ha j a r ,  i i ,  2 1 .
5^ I b n  D u r a i d ,  I s h t i q a t ,  2 2 5 .  C f . A l - B a l a d h u r i , 9 9 .  




fUthman ( 6 4 4 )  w as  t h e  n e x t  k h a l i f ,  and  u n d e r  h im  a  g r e a t  
c h a n g e  came t o  t h e  s o c i a l - a n d  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  A r a b s .  
U n l i k e  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ^  f Umar, . ,  who was  c o n t e n t  to  s i t  o n
is
t h e  s t e p s  o f  t h e  m osque  a t  A l - M e d i n a  e a t i n g  h i s  b a r i e y - b r e a d  
and  d a t e s ,  f Uthman w as  f o n d  o f  w e a l t h  a n d  d i s p l a y .  W i t h  
t h e  v a s t  t r e a s u r e  a n d  c row d ,  o f  c a p t i v e s  w h i c h  k e p t  p o u r i n g  
i n t o  A l - H i j a z  f r o m  c o n q u e r e d  l a n d s ,  t h e  A r a b s  w e r e  a u l e  to  
b u i l d  u p  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  s u c h  g l o r i e s  a s  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  a n d  n  
e n v i e d  i n  o t h e r  A r a b i a n  l a n d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  P e r s i a  a n d v t h e  
B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e ,  w h ic h  h a d  f a l l e n  t o  t h e i r  s w o r d s .
G e o r g e o u s  p a l a c e s ,  l a r g e  r e t i n u e s  o f  s l a v e s ,  b r i l l i a n t  
e q u i p a g e s ,  and s u m p t u o u s  l i v i n g ,  becam e t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y  
n o t  o n l y  i n  A l - f I r a q  and  S y r i a ,  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  knew o f  t h e s e  
t h i n g s ,  b u t  e v e n  i n  t h e  h o l y  c i t i e s  o f  A l - H i j a z .  I n  a l l  
t h e  p a l a c e s  a n d  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y ,  m u s i c  & m u s i c i a n s  
came i n  f o r  s p e c i a l  i n d u l g e n c e ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a v e r r e d  
ban o f  th e  P r o p h e t ,  a n d  th e  m u rm u rs  o f  t h e  p u r i t a n s .
f A l i  ( 6 5 6 - 6 1 )  was  h i m s e l f  a  p o e t ,  and  h e  was  t h e  f i r s t  
k h a l i f  who e x t e n d e d  a n y  o p e n  and  r e a l  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  f i n e  
a r t s  an d  l e t t e r s ,  by  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  
p o e t r y ,  an d  m u s i c . ^  From t h i s  d a t e ,  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  m u s i c  
was  a s s u r e d ,  an d  when t h e  k h a l i f a t e  p a s s e d  f r o m  t h e
__ _. ‘̂ a.aL
• r a  s h i  dun  k h a l i f s  t o  t h e  Umayyad d y n a s t y ,  t h e  a r t  ( b eco m e  
(even  J aT~s t u d y  w c r t h y ^ o f  t h e  v e r y  " s u c c e s s o r s *  o f  t n e  p r o p h e t .




The gs n e r a i  p o s i t i o n  o f  m u s i c  a n d  m u s i c i a n s ,  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  t h e o r y  an d  p r a c t i c e  o f
t h e  a r t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y s  o f  t h e  k h a l i f a t e ,  seem  f a i r l y
w e l l  d e f i n e d  by  t h e  a n n a l i s t s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f - c e n t u r y
o f  I s l a m ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s  we have s e e n ,  were s c a r c e ly
p r o p i t i o u s  f o r  th e  a r t s .  N o t  o n l y  w e r e  m e n ’ s  m i n d s  c e n t r e d
o n  t h e  b a t t l e  t h r o n g ,  b u t  t h e  a u s t e r i t y  o f  l i f e  u n d e r  t h e
new r e g i m e * l e f t  l i t t l e  room f o r  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I n  P a g a n
d a y s ,  t h e  t r i b e s  w o u ld  d i s p u t e  t h e  p r e - e m i n e n c e  o f  o n e
p o e t  o v e r  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  now t h e ^ s q u a b b l e d  o v e r  t h e  p r e c i s e
way o f  r e a d i n g  t h e  p u r * a n .  B u t  there  were new s o c i a l  a n d
p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  a t  worx  i n  A l - H i j a z .  The  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f
I s l a m  by t h e  s w o r d  b rough  t  i t s  own r e v e n g e .  The  A rab
a r m i e s  h a d  r e c l a i m e d  B a b y l o n i a  a n d  M e s o p o t a m i a  f r o m  t h e
P e r s i a n s j  S y r i a  a n d  E g y p t  h a d  b e e n  w r e s t e d  f r o m  B y z a n t i u m ;
a n d  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  g r e a t  l a n d  o f  P e r s i a  i t s e l f ,  h a d  b e e n
c o n q u e r e d .  The b a n n e r  o f  I s l a m  h a d  n o t  o n l y  l i n k e d  u p  t h e
two e x t r e m e s  o f  A r a b  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  t h e  nomad o f  t h e  d e s e r t
a  —
and th e  c u l t u r e d  c i t i z e n s  o f  A l - H i r a ,  A l -Y am an ,  a n d  ( j h a s s a n ^
b u t  i t  h a d  b r o u g h t  th e m  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  c i v i l i s a t i o n s  tfaich
w e r e  m o re  c u l t u r e d  & r e f i n e d  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  A l-H i jaz^ ,
th e  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r e ,  h a d  h i t h e r t o  s e e n .  The r e s u l t  was
t h a t  A l - M e d i n a ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  K h a l i f  a t e ,  b ecam e  " t h e
c e n t r e  o f  a t t r a c t i o n ,  n o t  to  t h e  h o s t s  o f  A r a b i a  o n l y ,  b u t
a l s o  t o  e n q u i r e r s  f r o m  a b r o a d .  Here f l o c k e d  t h e  P e r s i a n ,
t h e  G r e e k ,  t h e  S y r i a n ,  t h e  f I r a q i a n ,  a n d  t h e  A f r i c a n " . ? 4
The i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  be  i g n o r e d ,  a l t h o u g h
t h e  i n d u c t i o n  o f  a l i e n  e l e m e n t s  m u s t  n o t  b e  o v e r s t a t e d .
C l e a r l y ,  t h e  A r a b s  w e r e  t o o  j e a l o u s  o f  e n c r o a c h m e n t s  u p o n
t h a t  s a c r e d  an d  s u p e r i o r  t h i n g  c a l l e d  Arab  n a t i o n a l i t y /  t o
(s£q fyU.aS' d-tqAXU- , y
p e r m i t  o f  " f o r e i g n "  w ays  an d  c u s t o m s / "  E v e r y  w o r d  o f  K h a l i f  
W,£ S y e d  Ameer A l i ,  Muhamm a d .  5 3 1 .
f Umar t e l l s  u s  t h i s . ^ *  I s l a m  m e a n t  m u / c h  i n  t h e  d a y s  t h a t  
we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h ,  b u t  t h e  w o rd  !' A r a b ” m e a n t  m o r e . ^ "
We h av e  s e e n  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  ’’D ays  o f  I d o l a t r y ” , 
m u s i c ,  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n ,  was  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  w o m e n - f o i k  
a n d  s l a v e - g i r l s ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  i n  A l - y i j a z  anfl. t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
g e n e r a l l y .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  the  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  
k h a l i f a t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  fUthman ( 6 4 4 —5 6 )  h o w e v ^  a  
new f i g u r e  a p p e a r s  i n  A l - H i j a z , -  t h e  m a le  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
Tflu s i c i a n . He was  q u i t e  common i n  P e r s i a  a n d  A l - H i r a ,  
w h i l s t  i n  B y z a n t i u m  an d  S y r i a  h e  h a d  h a d  a  p l a c e  f r o m  t i m e  
i m m e m o r i a l .  I t  i s  w o r t h y  o f  n o t e  f r o m  w h en ce  t h i s  
i n n o v a t i o n  s p r u n g .  The f i r s t  m a l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s  
i n  A l - H i j a z  b e l o n g e d  t o  a  c l a s s  known a s  t h e  ^ u k h a n n a t h u n  
( s i n g ,  m u k h a n n a t h ) . who w e r e  e v i d e n l y  unknown i n  P a g a n  
t i m e s . / *  T h e s e  p e o p l e  w e re  an  e f f e m i n a t e  c l a s s  «ho d ijed  
t h e i r  h a n d s ,  a n d  a f f e c t e d  t h e  h a b i t s  o f  women. ^  The f i r s t  
m a le  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  I s l a m ,  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  to  be  T u w a i s ,  t h e  mukhan n a t h . , a n d  
i n d e e d ,  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  ”i n  A l - M e d i n a ,  ( g h i n a 1 )
h a d  i t s  o r i g i n  w i t h  t h e  mukha n n a  t h u n  ” .
The c i r c u m s t a n c e  s c a r c e l y  a u g u r e d  w e l l  f o r  m u s i c .
A l r e a d y | i j t h e  p u r i s t s  o f  j s l a m  h a d  p r o s c r i b e d ^ f o u J M i J * ,o r  a t
a n y  r a t e ,  l o o k e d  u p o n  i t  a s  s o m e t h i n g  d i s r e p u t a b l e .  Ho
w o n d e r  t h a t  i t  h a d  become p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  r ^ a l a h i
o r  ’’f o r b i d d e n  p l e a s u r e s ” , a n d  l i n k e d  u p  w i t h  d r i n k i n g ,
g a m i n g ,  a n d  f o r n i c a t i o n , * ^ *  s i n c e  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  o f  th e
s i n g i n g - g i r l s  o f  t h e  t a v e r n s ,  h a d  l e d  t o  lUteajne. iqughann i y a
( f e m a l e  m u s i c i a n ) ,  s a n n a . j a  ( f e m a l e  s a n g . p l a y e r ) ,  a n d
T" • o
zammara  ( f e m a l e  zamr  p l a y e r )  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  sy n o n y m s  f o r
c o u r t e s a n  a n d  a d u l t e r e s s . H o w  t h e r e  was  a d d e d  t h e
A/. A l - T a b a r i ^ ,  i ,  2 7 5 1 .  y  A l - I s f a h a n l , i v , 1 6 1 .
y  J u r j l  Z a i d a n ,  2 9 - 5 1 .  y  L a n e ,  L e x i c o n ,  s . v , .
y  F o r  t h e s e  mukh a n n a t h u n  s e e  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  9 7 , 1 0 8 .
i i ,  1 7 0 - 1 .  i v ,  5 5 , 5 9 , 6 1 .  Abu"* 1 - F i d a 1 Annal e s  M o s l e m ! o l  
( R e i s k e ) ,  1 0 9 .  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i ^  4 5 8 .  K o s e g a r t e n ,
L i b . C a n t . » 1 1 .  B u r t o n ,  A r a b . N i g h t s .  T e r m i n a l  5 s s a y .  
^ ^ C p e t a n i ,  i i  ( 1 )  , 1 7 5 .  a n d  t h e  l e x i c o n s  o f  L an e  & F r e y t a ^ ,
4* M u s l i m ,  S a h l h ,  i i , 1 2 5 .  A l - f A s k a r I ,  ( q u o t e d  by
*■ ' '  ________ _ _  Lammens)
d i s r e p u t e  o f  t h e  ^ u k h a n n a t h u n . y@t i n  s p i t e  o f  a i l  t h e s e  
u n p l e a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  a r t  was  a b l e  to  t h r o w  o f f  
much  o f  t h e  a n a t h e m a  h u r l e d  a g a i n s t  i t .  T h i s  was  m a i n l y
( as&XO
o w i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  a n d / p e r h a p s  
t o  t h e  o l d  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  A l - M e d i n a ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  
t h e  A n § S r ,  who h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  k e e n  l o v e r s  o f  t h e  s o n g ,  
a s  e v e n  Muhammad h a d  t e s t i f i e d .
At f i r s ^ a i l  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s , b o t h  m a l e  
and  f e m a i e / came f r o m  t h e  s e r v i l e  c l a s s ,  s l a v e s  o r  f r e e - f o l k  
T h e s e  l a t t e r  w e r e  c a l l e d  j ^ a w a l l  ( s i n g . m a n i a ) . I b n  K h a l d u n  
h a s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  A r a b s , i n  t h e i r  e x e r c i s e  o f  m i l i t a r y
command a n a  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e / l e d  ttUMy to  l o o k  u p o n  t n e
a r t s  w i t h  s c o r n ,  t h u s  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  s t u d y  a n d  c u l t i v a t i o n
to  th e  m a w a l i ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  P e r s i a n s .  T h a t  i s
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t r u e .  The A r a b s  l o o k e d  u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s
a s  the  e l e c t  o f  A l l a h ,  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  n a t i o n s ,  w h o se
o n l y  !fb u s i n e s s "  was  t o  b e  t h a t  o f  t h e  w a r r i o r .
I t  d o e s  n o t  mean^ldiliittliUMi c e a s e d  t o  be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e
a r t s ,  f o r  n e v e r  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  d i d
t h e y  f l o u r i s h  a s  t h e y  d i d  u n d e r  t h e  k h a l i f a t e .  N o r ,  d o e s
i t  m e a n ,  a s  so many have  a s s u m e d ,  t h a t  th e  a r  ts | lUiaXAjuaj6^_
A/
e n c o u r a g e d  w e r e  a l i e n  i m p o r t a t i o n s /  N o t h i n g  c a n  be  
f u r t h e r  f r o m  t h e  t r u t h .  We may t a l k  a b o u t  m u s i c  b e i n g  
an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  t o  t h e  A r a b ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t
be d i v o r c e d  f r o m  s o n g .  He h a d  h i s  own n a t i o n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n
a n d  p e r h a p s  p r e - d i s p o s i t i c n s ,  t o  be  s a t i s f i e d  o n  t h e  
P u r e l y  m e l o d i c  & r h y t h m i c  s i d e ,  w h i c h  no a l i e n  m u s i c  c o u l d  
d o .  He h a d  a n  i n d i g e n o u s  m u s i c a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  was
ij&cut si
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m / P e r s i a  a n d  B y z a n t i u m .  ' T h e  f i r s t  m a l e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  I s l a m ,  T u w a i s ,  was  e v i d e n t l y  a n  A r a b ,  o r
a t  a n y  r a t e ^ w a s  b o r n  a n d  e d u c a t e d  i n  A r a b i a , J ^ i n  t h e
n a t i o n a l  m u s i c . ^  S a U b  K h a t h i r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s o n  o f  a
^  Tne  l a t e  o f  h i s  b i r t h ,  6 3 2 ,  p r o v e s ,  t h i s .
P/* f Umar d e t e s t e d  t h e  P e r s i a n s  and  w o u l d  h a v e  n o n e  o f  
t h e i r  ”r e f i / n e m e n t s 1* f o r  h i s  p e o p l e .  He h a d  t h e  
p a l a c e  o f  S a< d  i b n  A bl  W aqqas  a t  Al-KTIfa b u r n e d  . I t  
h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  T a q - i  K h u s r a u
a t  A l - M a d a ^ i n .
P e r s i a n  s l a v e ,  w as  b r o u g h t  u p  t o  A r a b i a n  m u s i c ,  and. o n l y
l e a r n e d  seme o f  t h e  t r i c k : o f  t h e  s i a n  a r t  l a t e r .
<Azza a l - M a i l a ^  t h e  f i r s t ^ f e m a l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c ^ n  i n
I s l a m ,  b o a s t e d  t h a t  s h e  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s
o f  t h e  o l d  P a g a n  s o n g s t r e s s e s  o f  A r a b i a , -  S i r i n ,  Z i r n a b ,
K h a u l a ,  A l - R a b a b ,  S a l m a ,  a n d  Ra’ i q a  h e r  own t e a c h e r .  I t
was  h e r  r e n d e r i n g s  o f  t h e  o l d  A r a b i a n  m u s i c  t h a t  b r o u g h t
h e r  f a m e .  T h a t  s h e  a l s o  s a n g  P e r s i a n  m e l o d i e s ,  i s  m e r e l y
i n c i d e n t a l ,  a s  i t  was  w i t h  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s .
What t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  A r a b s  w as  l i k e  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d
we can  c o n j e c t u r e  f r o m  t h e  n am es  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  t h e
v a r i o u s  t e c h n i c a l  m u s i c a l  exp re ss io n sW M M A > U A v M A
Among s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  we r e a d
o f  t h e  m l 1  z a f a  , a n ^ i n s t r u m e n t  s p e c i a l l y
s u p p o r t e d  i n  A l -Y am an ,  b u t  common a l s ^ l n A l - H i j a ^ . .  ^  The
m i z h a r ,  a  s k i n - b e l k i e d  l u t e ,  a l s o  h a d  some v o g u e f  a l t h o u g h
i t  h a d  b e e n  s u p e r s e d e d 7 t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  p r o b a b l y /
_ .s
b y  t h e  cu d . a  w o o d e n - b e l l i e d  l u t e ,  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u
c e n t u r y  f r o m  A l - H i r a . ^  The  t u n b u r  o r  p a n d o r e  a p p e a r s  t o
• . * : %  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  i n  A l - cI r a q ,  w h e r e  t h e
n o i u i m  s a n j
Among w in d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e  v e r t i c a l  f l u t e  was
known a s  t h e  q a s s a b a  o r  g a s b a „ / w h i l s t  t h e  r e e d - p i p e  w as
*.« • sc o t -^ a ^ -c
c a l l e d  t h e  m i z m a r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  t e r m  b e i n g  a l s o  u s e d . ?
Y/
f o r  any  w o o d - w in d  i n s t r u m e n t .  i«he h o r n  o r  t r u m p e t
Q i
c a l l e d  t h e  b u g . w as  a l s o  i n  u s e ,  an d  we m i g h t  r e c a l l  t h a t  
t h e  n am es  f o r  s u c h  an i n s t r u m e n t  i n  t h e  Q u r *a n  a r e  s u r  
a n d  n a q u r . ^
y  A l - I § f a h a n l ,  x v i ,  1 3 .  A l - M a s f u d l ,  v i i i ,  
y  A l - I s f a h a n l ,  x v i ,  1 3 - 1 4 .
Z/m A l - M a s fu l i ,  v m  , 
y  A l - i s f a h a n l ,  v ,  1 6 1 .
y  L a n e ,  L e x . . s . v .  (y  L a n e ,  L e x . .  s  v .
y .  A l - M u fa d d a l i y v a t  T x v i i .
M/ y ir a s .  v i ,  73. l x x i v ,  8.
A l - B a i d a w i  e q u a t e s  them  b o t h  w i t h  b u g .
4S*
F i r s t  among t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  p e r c u s s i o n  w as  t h e
q a d i b o r  r h y t n m i o  w a n d ,  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h o s e  who s a n g  « M  
• * ,Ktr . .
t h e  ’’i m p r o v i s a t i o n ” , The d u f f  o r  s q u a r e  t a m b o u r i n e  was  
a n o t h e r  f a v o u r e d  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  m a r k i n g  t h e  r h y t h m s  o r
m e a s u r e s .  The  sunnu.j  s a g h i r a  w e r e  t h e  s m a l l  m e t a l
V V~
c a s t a n e t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  i m p e d i m e n t a  o f  t h e  
d a n c e r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  t a b l  o r - d r u m  w as  o f  some i m p o r t .
I n  c h a m b e r  m u s i c  we do n o t  r e a d  o f  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s
X
d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i t .  T u w a i s ,  t h e  f i r s t
■
m a l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n  i n  I s l a m ,  n e v e r  a c c o m p a n i e d  X  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  any  o t h e r ' i n s t r u m e n t  s a v e  t h e  s q u a r e
t s m b o u r i n e .  f Azza  a l - M a i l a ' 5 i s  u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  
p l a y  i n g  on  t h e !  mi  r z a f  a 4 *  m i z h a r . a l t h o u g h  s h e  c o u l d  a l s o  
p l a y  t h e  cu d . S a ’ i b  K h a t h i r  b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  
q a d i b « b u t  l a t e r  t o o k  u p  t h e  fu d , a n d  he  was  t h e  f i r s t  i n  
A l - M e d i n a  t o  acco m p a n y  h i s  s i n g i n g  w i t h  t h e  cu d .  w h i c h  
l o o k s  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n  t  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  o n l y  b e e n  
u s e d  f o r  p u r e l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s .
C o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o g r e s s  was made o n  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  s i d e  
o f  t h e  a r t .  T h i s  was  d u e  t c  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c a u s e s .  F i r s t ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  new i d e a s  w h i c h  came t o  t h e  A r a b s  t h r o u g h  
f r e s h  c u l t u r e  c o n t a c t s .  Then  t h e r e  was  th e  r i s e  o f  a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s  o f  m a l e  m u s i c i a n s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  
i n o r d i n a t e  p a s s i o n  f o r  m u s i c  w h i c h  f o u n d  i t s  l e a d  i n  t h e  
h i g h e s t  c i r c l e s .  I t  w as  i n d e e d ,  t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  m u s i c  
an d  m u s i c i a n s ,  by  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  t h a t  p u t  t h e  h a l l - m a r k  
o f  ’’r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ” a n d  ’’a l i o w a b l e n e s s ” u p o n  t h e  a r t .
( A l i s h a ,  t h e  f a v o u r i t e  w i f e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ,  A l - H a s a n  t h e  
g r a n d s o n  o f  k h a l i f  f A l i ,  S u k a i n a  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  A l - § u s a i n ,  
S a c?d i b n  Abi W a q q a s ,  f A>i s h a  binifc S a cd ,  M u s f a b  i b n  
a l - Z u b a i r ,  cA1 i s h a  b i n t  T a l £ a ,  a n d  f A b d a l l a h  i b n  J a r f a r ,  
w e r e  a l l  k e e n  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  m u s i c  a n d  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  i t s
p r o f e s s o r s .  At a  r e c e p t i o n  g i v e n  by  f A’ i s h a  b i n t  T a l h a  t h e  
w i f e  o f  M u s r ab  i b n  a l - Z u b a i r ,  a  p r o m i n e n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s o n g s t r e s s  l i k e  r Azza  a l - M a i l a ^  who w as  engaged t o  p e r f o r m ,  
was  t r e a t e d  o n  a n  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  t h e  n o b l e  dam es  o f  t h e  
O u r a i s h .  cA b d a l i a h  i b n  J a cf a r  was a  b r i l l i a n t  d i l e t t a n t e  
who made h i s  p a l a c e  a  v e r i t a b l e  c o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  m u s i c . 9*
He was t h e  p a t r o n  o f  m o s t  o f  th e  e m i n e n t  m u s i c i a n s  o f  th e _  
i a y ,  an d  among t h e m , -  T u w a i s ,  S a 1 i b  K h a t h i r ,  L a s h i t ,
h a f i ( a l - H h a i r ,  B u d a i h  a l - M a l i h ,  Q a n d ,  
a n d  cAzza  a l - M a i i a ' 1 .
F r e s h  c u l t u r e  c o n t a c t s  f i r s t  f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n
new t y p e s  o f  s o n g  o r  s t y l e s  c f  s i n g i n g .  The
w#SB6 p r i s o n e r s  c a p t u r e e l  i n  t h e  P e r s i a n  w a r s  w e r e  t 6 i l i n g
a s  s l a v e s  o n  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k s  a t  A l - M e d i n a ,  an d  t h e i r
n a t i o n a l  m e l o d i e s  b e g a n  to  a t t r a c t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n .
TiTwais,  t h e  l e a d i n g  A rab  m u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  d a y ,  foun£L i t
p r o f i t a b l e  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e i r  s t y l e .  L a t e r ,  a  P e r s i a n
s l a v e  named h a s h i t ,  b ecam e  t h e  r a g e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e
... 1
v o g u e  f o r  P e r s i a n  a i r s .  S a ’ i b  K h a t h i r t h a t  T ie  h a d  
- t o - f a l l  i n  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r  dem and  an d  s u p p l y  h i s  p u b l i c  
w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  c r a z e .  E v e n  f Azza  a l - M a i l a 1 ,  t h e  
c o n s e r v a t r i x  o f  t h e  o l d  P a g a n  m u s i c ,  h a d  t o  go t o  N a s h i t  
a n d  S a * i b  K h a t h i r  so  a s  to  l e a r n  t h e s e  new f a n o i e s .  y e t ,  
a s  I  h av e  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  my F a c t s  f o r  t h e  A r a b i a n  M u s i c a l  
I n f l u e n c e . t h e r e  i s  no q u e s t i o n  o f  a n y  m u s i c a l  t h e o r y  o r  
s y s t e m  b e i n g  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n s ,  s i n c e  i t  was  no 
m ore  t h a n  on e  n a t i o n a l i t y  b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  s o n g  o r  s t y l e  o f  s i n g i n g , J ^ e x p r e s s l y  
m e n t i o n e d  by A l - j s f a h a n l  a s  b e i n g  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  
m e l o d y .  I n d e e d ,  we know t h a t  N a s h i t ^
y .p u b l i s h e d  by W i l l i a m  R e e v e s ,  L o n d o n .
A l - M a s ^ u d i ,  v ,  3 8 5 .  C f .  De M a y n a r d * s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
t h i s  p a s s a g e .  J u r g i  Z a i d a n ,  8 9 .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  
i i i ,  1 9 8 .
VuutAAAAAAA/VVMA4 l e s s o n s  f r o m  Sa"*i 6 r  K h a t h i r  i n  t h e
A r a b i a n  t y p e  o f  s o n g  o r  s t y l e  o f  s i n g i n g .
T h a t  p r o g r e s s  was  m ade  i n  t h e  m u s i c a l  a r t  a t  t h i s
p e r i o d  i s  s t r e s s e d  by t h e  h i s t o r i a n s ,  we h a v e  s e e n  t h a t
i n  t h e  ’’Days  o f  I d o l a t r y 1’ t h e r e  was  o n l y  o n e  t y p e  o f  s o n g
known i n  A l - H i j a z ,  a n d  t h a t  w as  t h e  n a s b which< •  • '
was  m e r e l y  a n  i m p r o v e d  h u d a 1 o r  c a r a v a n  s o n g .  T h i s  i s
s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  made u p  o f  ’’m e a s u r e s  m e l o d i e s ” ( a l h a n  
qiauz u n a ) . b u t  \tfe m u s t  n o t  s u p p o s e  t h i s  m e a n t  t h e  r h y t h m  
( i q a f ) t h a t  we r e a d  o f  l a t e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  m e l o d y  was 
m e a s u r e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o s o d i c a l  f e e t  ( f a r u d ) .
A b o u t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  ’’O r t h o d o x ” p e r i o d ,  we r e a d
o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  m o re  a r t i s t i c  g e n r e  o f  m u s i c
c a l l e d  t h e  g h i n a 1 a l - m u t q a n . w h o se  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  w as
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  r h y t h m  t o  t h e  m e l o d y  o f  t h e  s o n g ,  w h i c h
was  i n d e p e n d e n t  f r o m  t h e  m e t r e  ( c. a r u d )  o f  t h e  v e r s e .  I t
w o u ld  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  an  i n d i g e n o u s  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d
s e e m i n £ y  an  o f f s h o o t  f r o m  m e t r e .  At a n y  r a t e ,  i t  w as  •
s c a r c e l y  a  b o r r o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n s ,  who a r e  s a i d  t o
— M /h a v e  b e e n  t h e  ’’i n v e n t o r s ” o f  r h y  thm b y  I b n  K h u r d a d h b i h ,  /
i f  we a r e  t o  c r e d i t  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  u n a c q u a i n t -  
- e d  w i t h  m e t r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e . ^  We c e r t a i n l y  know t h a t  s u b ­
s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  g h i n a *  a l - m u t q a h  w i t h  
i t s  r h y t h m s  i n t o  A l - H i j a z ,  ^  c a t t  was  s t i l l
i n  u s e  a t  A l - H i r a ,  t h f T e r s i a n - m i n d e d  c i t y .
The  c o n f l i c t i n g  c l a i m s  i n  t h e  K i t a b  a i - a g h a n i  make  
i t  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a c t u a l  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  
the g h in a * a l-m utqan . I b n  a l - K a l b i  ( d . 8 l 9 ) / a  m o s t  
r e l i a b l e  t r a d i t i o n i s t , ? *  who p a s s e d  o n  t r a d i t i o n s  f r o m  h i s  
f a t h e r ,  a  r e a l l y  s c i e n t i f i c  e n q u i r e r  i n  h i s  w a y ,  t e l l s  u s
IU A l - M a s cu d i ,  v i i i ,  9 o ,
Iy. Olcwu, f. G.t (T7f. /9.S v /f9v).tf. s4 6U2
V tm*M. tsrn, U, « 9 .
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s t m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c l a s s e s  o f  m u s i c .  He s a y s , -  !fM u s ic  
( g h i n a 3 ) i s  i n  t h r e e  s t y l e s  ( aw j i ^ r l -  t h e  n a s b% t h e  s i n a d .
and  t h e  h a z a j .  ' m e n  a s  f o r  t n e  nao  , uuen i t  i  t h e  m u s i c
o f  t h e  r i d e r s  ( r u k b a n )  an d  th e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  ( q a i n a t ) .
And a s  f o r  t h e  s i n a d . t h e n  i t  i s  t h e  h e a v y  r e f r a i n ,  f u l l
ay
o f  n o t e s  ( n a g h f e a t ) .  And a s  f o r  t h e  h a z a j « t h e n  i t  i s  t h e  
l i g h t  ( s o n g ) ,  a l l  o f  i t .  And i t  i s  t h a t  i c h  s t i r s  . t h e
Q/
h e a r t s ,  a n d  e x c i t e s  t h e  f o r b e a r i n g ' 1. /* E v i d e n t l y  i t  was
(̂ Co-CAjC. y  j  hv-
t h e  s i n a d  a n d  haza . j  t h a t i n t r o d u e e d ^ a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  
we a r e  s p e a k i n g  o f .
A l - I s f a h a n I  i n f o r m s  u s  t h r o u g h  a  l o n g  s t r i n g  o f  
a u t h o r i t i e s  o n l i n g  w i t h  A l - K a l h i  OUuUAiA ( d . 7 6 . ) a n a  A u
M i s k i n ,  t h a t  ” t h e  f i r s t  who s a n g  i n  A r a b i c  ( ? )  i n  A i -
«• Sr'
M e d in a  w as  r£ u w a i s ” ,  a n d  a ^ i n , - ,ft h e  f i r s t  m u s i c  ( g h i n a 1 )
w as  h i s  ( T u w a i s 1 ) m u s i c ,  w i t h  t h e  h a z a j  i n  i t , -
”Lcve  h a s  so e m a c i a t e d  m e ,  T/
T h a t  t h r o u g h  i t ' I  am a l m o s t  m e l t i n g  a w a y ” , '
I n  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  work  o f  A l - l s f a h a n i  ( a s  t h o u g h  i t
w e r e  a n o t h e r  T u w a i s )  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  T u w a i s  w as  ” t h e  
•  •
&  I b n  cAbd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 6 .  A l - M a s fu d i  ( v i i i , 9 5 )  cn 
Lr© a u t h o r i t y  o f  I b n  n h u r d a d h b i h  ( e a . 8 7 0 - 9 2 )  h a s  a  
i l i g h t l y  i i f  e r e n t  v e r s i o n .  He a y s , -  tfUUA.- 'M u - ic  
( g h i n a 1 ) i s  t h e  n a s b > w h i c h  c o m p r i s e s  t h r e e  g e n r e s , -  
t h e  r a k b a n l  (=» g h in a 1 a l - r u k b a n ) . t h e  s i n a d  o r  h e a v y ,  
a n d  t h e  h aza . j  o r  l i g h t ” . The  w o r d  n a s b  a p p e a r s  t o  
h a v e  g o t  s h i t t e d  f r o m  i t s  p l a c e  a f t e r  g e n r e s .
The p a s s a g e  i n  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i  a l s o  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  
M u s t a t r a f  ( 1 5 t h  c e n t . ) ,  i i ,  1 5 4 .  M i t j a n a ,  i n  he  men 
o r i e n t a l e  ( 1 9 0 6 , p . 2 0 5 )  a t t r i b u t e s  t h e ^ t r a d i t i o n  i n  
t h e  ^ u s t a t r a f  to  Aqu Muhammad o l - M u n ^ r i .  T h i s  i  a n  
e r r o r .  The a u t h o r  o f  t h e  M us t a t r a f  s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  
Abu M u n d h i r  H i s h a m ,  i . e . I b n  a l - K a l b l .  I n  f a c t ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  m u s i c  i n  t h e  
M u s t a t r a f ,  seem  l i f t e d  f r o m  t h e  w o rk  o f  I b n  cAbd
y  Al-IsfahanI, i i ,  170.
f i r s t  t o .  s i n g  t h e  g h i n a* a l - m u t q a n ” , a n d  t h a t  h e  was h h e
f o r e m o s t  e x p o n e n t  o f  t h e  h aza . j  r h y t h m * / *  I b n  cAbd
R a b b i h i  ( d , 9 4 0 )  s a y s , -  ’’The f i r s t  o f  t h o s e  who s a a g  i n  t h e
t im e  o f  i s l a m  t h e  w w ^ i u s i c  ( g h i n a 1 a > r a q i q j w as  T u w a i s ” . y %
F i n a l l y ,  A l - I s f a h a n I  s a y s , - ’’The f i r s t  i n  A l - | f e d i n a  t o  s i n g
t h e  m u s i c  i n t r o d u c i n g  i n  i t  t h e  r h y t h m  ( i q a * ) w a s ^ u w a i s .
I t  i s  t h i s  l a s t  t r a d i t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  sum up  t h e
t r u t h  o f  al^.  t n e  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h e  ’mumj/ m u s i c lf
( g h i n a 1 a l - r a q l q) o r  ’’a r t i s t i c  m u s i c ” ( gh i  n a 1 a l - m u  t  q a n )
was t h a t  w h i c h  e m p l o y e d  a  new d e v i c e  o f  r h y t h m i c a l
s y m m e t r y ,  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  m e t r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
v . e r s e .  The f i r s t  r h y t h m  i n t r o d u c e d  w as  t h e  h a z a . j .
A n o t h e r ' c l a i m a n t  f o r  h o n o u r s  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e
’’new m u s i c 1’ i s  cAzza a l - M a i l a 3 ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  ’’s h e
was t h e  f i r s t  who s a n g  t h e  r h y t h m i c  s o n g  ( g h i  na?  a l - m u q  i c )
i n  A l - § i j a z ” . ^  S a ’ i b  K h a t h i r  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  a  s h a r e
t o  t h e  ”new m u s i c ” ,  a n d  I b n  a l - K a l b i  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  s o n g
c o m m e n c i n g , -
ifWhy a r e  t h e s e  homes  d e s o l a t e d ,
The s p o r t  o f  w in d  ' an d  r a i n ” ?
w h i c h  i s  i n  t h e  r h y t h m  c a l l e d  t h a q i l  a w w a l .  was  t h e  f i r s t
s o n g  i n  i m u s i c  o f  t h e  A r a b s  o f  a r t i s t i c
and  s a v a n t  c o m p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  I s l a m ' ’* : ' *  T h e s e
r h y t h m i c  m o d e s ,  w h i c h  becam e  a  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  i n  A r a b i a n
m u s i c ,  w e r e  s o o n  e x t e n d e d  a s  we s h a l l  s e e  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e f l
SM e a n w h i l e ,  we t u r n / t h e  m e l o d y  i t s e l f .
y m A l - l s f a h a n i ,  tjUjiAAMUa i v ,  5 8 .
2/. I b n  fAbd Rai i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 7 .
y„ A l - I g f a h a n i ,  x v i ,  1 5 .
5^  A l - I ^ f a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 8 8 .
*
M u s i c  was known by t h e  g e n e r i c  t e r m  g h i n a * . w h i c h  
p r i m a r i l y  m e a n t  ’’s o n g ” , h e n c e  flp i g h a n n i  s t o o d
'l. g e n e r a l l y  f o r  ’’m u s i c i a n ’̂  a l t h o u g h  i n  O i m H r X s p e o i f i c  s e n s e
, -^v-zxsS ,
/ i m p l i e d  ’’s i n g e r ” . M u s i c  t t e / a l s o  c a l l e d  t a r a b  h e n c e  y u t r i b/v. ■' / .
’’m u s i c i a n ” ^ o r  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  t h e  s t r i c t  M u s l i m ,
!-Utgl4
m u s i c V t e r m e d  l a h w  ( l i t .  ’’e n t e r t a i n m e n t ; ,  a n d  
m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  becifcme m a l a h i . T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  K . i t a b  
a l - a g h a n i  w e f t  f i n d  a l l  t h e  v e r s e s  t h a t  w e r e  s e t  to  m u s i c  
s u p e r s c r i b e d  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  s a u t .  and  t h e  w o rd  w as  c o n f i n e d  
s t r i c t l y  t o  ’’v o c a l  m u s i c ” , a l t h o u g h  l a t e r  i t  came t o  b e  
u s e d  by t h e  t h e o r i s t s  t o  m ean  ’’n o i s e ” i n  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  
f r o m  t a n  i n  ( ’’ t o n e ” ) a n d  naghma ( ’’m u s i c a l  n o t e ” ) .  An 
i n t e r v a l  was  c a l l e d  a  n a b ^ r a  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  
w e r e  no nam es  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r v a l s ,  s a v e  i n  t h e  
n o m e n c l a t u r e  o f  t h e  f i n g e r  p l a c e s  o n  t h e  l u t e ,  s u c h  a s  
m u t l a q  ( ’’o p e n  s t r i n g ” ) ,  s a b b a b a  ( ”I s t  f i n g e r ” ) ,  w u s t a  
( ’’2nd  f i n g r ” ) ,  h i n s i r  ( ”3 r d  f i n g e r ” ) ,  a n d  k h l n s i r  ( 
f i n g e r ” ) .  I t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l y  h o w e v e r ,  thadi a t  t h i s
p e r i o d  t h e  t e r m s  f o r  t h e  t o n i c  a n d  o c t a v e  w e r e  s a . j a h  ( o r
— — S /  *
s h u h a j ) a n d  s i y y a h . r
The t e m  f o r  m e l o d y  was  l a h n . a n d  faint a l l  s e r i o u s  o r  
a r t i s t i c  m u s i c  was  c o m p o se d  i n  c e r t a i n  m e l o d i c  m o d a l  
f o r m u l a s  c a l l e d  a s a b i c ( ’’f i n g e r s ” ,  s i n g .  a s b a c ) .  At f i r s t
we m e e t  w i t h  ujuuuuuu. t h e s e  mo t e s  d e s c r i b e l l a c c o r l i n g  t c  
t h e i r  m a i r a  o r  ’’c o u r s e ” ^ T h e r e  w e r e  two o f  t h e s e " c o u r s e s ” »*  
t h e  b i n s i r  and  t h e  w u s t a . w h i c h  a p p r o x i m a t e d  t o  o u r  i d e a s  
lftd j o r  a n d  m i n o r  to  some e x t e n t .  L a t e r ,  t h e  m o d e s  a r e  
m o re  c l e a r l y  d e s i g n a t e d  by t h e i r  t o n i c s .
S/m S e e  t h e  M afa t l h  a l - fu l u m .  2 4 0 .  L a n d ,  R e m a r k s ,  /s p  
y  A l - I s f a h a n I ,  i i ,  1 7 1 .  x v i ,  1 6 .
L A A
(3)
Among t h e  n am es  o f  t h e  g r e a t  m u s i c i a n s  o f  t h e  f i r s t
d a y s  o f  I s l a m ,  a r e  a  f e w  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  i n  s o n g ,
s t o r y ,  v e r s e ,  a n d  p r o v e r b  among t h e  A r a b s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  
we a l s o  h a v e  p r e c i s e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  
b e e n  h a n d e d  down i n  t h a t  g r e a t  m in e  o f  A r a b i a n  v e r s e  a n d  
h i s  t o r y , -  t h e  Kfi t a b  a l - a g r h a n i .
The  f i r s t  m u s i c i a n  t o  make  a  name u n d e r  j s l a m  was  
T u w a i s  ( " T h e  L i t t l e  P e a c o c k " ) ,  w h o se  f u l l  name w as  Abu cAbd 
a l - M u n a ftdm cf s a  i b n  cA b d a l I a h  a l - D h a 5 i b  ( 6 5 2 - 7 1 0 ) . ^  He w as  
a  f r e e m a n  ( i& a i l a )  o f  t h e  Banu Makhzum a n d  b e l o n g e d  t o  A l -  
M e d i n a ,  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  u p  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  Arwa1 t h e  m o t h e r  
o f  k h a l i f  fU thm an .  W h i l s t  a  y o u n g  m a n ,  h e  w as  a t t r a c t e d  b y  
t h e  m e l o d i e s  s u n g  b y  t h e  P e r s i a n  s l a v e s  who w e r e  e m p l o y e d  o n
t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k s ,  a n d  h e  i m i t a t e d  t h e i r  s t y l e .  A c c o r d i n g
to  I b u  B a d r u n ,  i t  was  i n  the  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  K h a l i f  f U thman 
( 6 4 4 - 6 6 )  t h a t  T u w a i s  r o s e  t o  f a m e . ^  He i s  h i g h l y  e s t e e m e d  
i n  A r a b i a n  a n n a l s  f o r  h i s  m u s i c a l  a b i l i t i e s .  I b n  S u r a i j ,
^ca^tCtoC_
h i s  p u p i  1  yo c m h i m t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g e r  o f  h i s  d a y ,
w h i l s t  h e  was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x p o n e n t  o f  t h e
h a z a j, r h y t b m .  We h av e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  h e  i s  g e n e r a l l y
c r e d i t e d  w i t h  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s i n g  t h e  " g r a c e f u l "  a n d
" a r t i s t i c "  m u s i c  w h i c h  was  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  A l -
I § f a h a n i  s a y s  t h a t  h e  o n l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e
n
s q u a r e  t a m b o u r i n e  ( d u f f ) w h ic h  he  c a r r i e d  i n  a  b a g ,  / 6 r  i n  
h i s  r o b e . ^ *
L i k e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a le  m u s i c i a n s  a t  
A l - M e d i n a  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  he  w a s ' s o c i a l l y  a n  o u t c a s t ,  b y
VUkA\AAAAAAAAA , ,
Py. F r e y  t a g ,  A r a b . P r o v . , 1 1 5 8 .  I b n  K h a l x i k a n ,
The p r o v e r b  "More u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a n  T u w a i s " ,  i t  d u e  
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  b i r t h ,  
c i r c u m c i s i o n ,  m a r r i a g e ,  &c. h a p p e n e d  to  f a l l  o n  d a y s  
when o n e  o f  t h e  i l l u s t r i o u s  men o f  I s l a m  d i e d ,
Qy I b n  B a d r u n ,  6 4 .
Z / I b n  <Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 6 ,  y  A l - I s f a h a n I ,  i i ,
r e a s o n  o f  h i s  ft\xMm b e i n g  a  muK h a n n a t h , ^  Y e t  h e  was  
h i g h l y  e s t e e m e d  b y  t h e  n o b i l i t y . * ® *  When Mu< a w iy a  I  ( 6 6 0 )  
a s c e n d e d  t o  t h e  K h a l i f a t © ,  Marwan i b n  a l - H a k a m ,  t h e  
g o v e r n o r  o f  A l - M © d i n a ^ o f f e r e d  a  r e w a r d  f o r  e v e r y  ^ i U i a n n a t h
& \T
t h a t  was d e l i v e d  i n t o  h i s  h a n d s .  One o f  t h e s e ,  A l - h a o h a s j i ,  
was  p u t  t o  d e a t h . / *  ^ u w a i s  s o u g h t  r e f u g e  a t  S u w a i d a  o n  
t h e  r o a d  t o  S y r i a .  H e r e  t h e  o l d  m u s i c i a n  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  h i s  
d e a t h ,  f u l l  o f  b i t t e r n e s s  t h a t  h i s  m u s i c a l  r e p u t a t i o n  h a d  
n o t  e x e m p t e d  h im  f r o m  t h e  e d i c t  o f  Marwan t h e  g o v e r n o r .
Among h i s  p u p i l s  w e r e , -  I b n  S u r a i j ,  A l - D a l a i  h a f i d h ,
Nauma a l - D u n a ,  a n d  F a n d . ^
S a * i b  K h a t h i r  ( d . 6 8 5 )  o r  More  p r o p e r l y ,  Abu J a f f a r  
S a > i b  i b n  Y a s s a r ,  was  t h e  s o n  o f  a  p e r s i a n  s l a v e  i n  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  L a i t h  f a m i l y  o f  A l -M © d in a .  G iv e n  h i s  f reedom^,  
he  e n t e r e d  c o m m e r c i a l  l i f e ,  a n d  i n  h i s  l e i s u r e  h o u r s  h e  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  w e e k l y  c o n c e r t s  o f  t h e  n a >i h a t .  ( f e m a l e  s i n g e r s  
o f  e l e g i e s )  w h i c h  g a v e  h im  an  a m b i t i o n  t o  b© a  s i n g e r .  
D e v o t i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  a r t ,  he  made s u c h  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  o n e  
d a y ,  a  n o b l e  o f  t h e  O u r a i s h ,  f A b d a l l a h  i b n  J a f f a r ,  h e a r i n g  
h im  s i n g ,  t o o k  h im  i n t o  h i s  s e r v i c e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  u n t u t o r e d  m u s i c i a n s ,  lie m e r e l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  q,adi b  o r  r h y t h m i c  w a n d ,  b u t  h e  s o o n  
a b a n d o n e d  t h i s  f o r  t h e  *ud ( l u t e ) ,  a n d  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  
b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  i n  A l - M e d i n a  t o  a c c o m p a n y  h i s  s o n g s  w i t h  
t h i s  i n s t r u m e n t .  When h a s h i t  t h e  P e r s i a n  b e cam e  t h e  r a g e  
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  n a t i o n a l  a i r s ,  S a * i b  sh o w e d  t h a t  h e  
c o u l d  s i n g  t h e  same to  A r a b i c  v e r s e .  He i s  a l s o  r e p u t e d  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f  t h e  t h a q i l  awwal r h y t h m
y  H en ce  t h r ' ^ r o v e ^ b " ^ -  ",i i « y ^ t h a n  T u w a i s
' S m A l - i s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  1 7 1 .  T u w a i s  w as  
s c a r c e l y  t h e  f i r s t  ^ u k h a n n a t h  i n  A 1 -M ed in a  a s  
A l - i s f a h a n I  s a y s .  C f .  A l - B u k h 5 r l ,  i v ,  5 2 .  A l - T i r m i d h i ,  
i ,  2 7 1 .  I b n  a l - A t h l r ,  Usd. a l - g h a b a . i v ,  2 6 8 .
A l - i s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  1 7 0 - 7 6 .  iv : ,  5 8 -9 *  ( G u i d i  m a k e s  o u t  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  two m u s i c i a n s  nam ed  T u w a i s . ) ,
I b n  f Abd R a b b i h l ,  i i i ,  1 8 6 .  I b n  K h a i l i k a n ,  i i , 4 S 8 *
h H .
a n a  t h e  f i r s t  s o n g  i n  w h i c h  he  u s e d  i t ; i s  e s t e e m e d  to  be  
t h e  f i r s t  s o n g  i n  A r a b i a n  m u s i c  o f  a r t i s t i c  
c o m p o s i t i o n .
When h i s  p r o t e c t o r ,  f A b d a l i a h  i b n  J a f f a r  v i s i t e d  K h a l i f
Mu( a w i y a  I  ( 6 6 1 —8 0 )  a t  D a m a s c u s ,  h e  t o o k  S a ^ i b  w i t h  h i m .
As t h e  k h a l i f  was  i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  b a n  o n
m u s i c ,  * A b d a l l a h  h a d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  m u s i c i a n  t o  c o u r t
a s  a  ,fp o e t ” , who !l e m b e l l i s h e d 11 h i s  v e r s e .  A f t e r  S a ^ i b
h a d  g i v e n  a  d i s p l a y  o f  h i s  s i n g i n g , w h i c h  h i s  p r o t e c t o r  h a d
c a l l e d  ^ e m b e l l i s h e d  v e r s e ” ,  t h e  K h a l i f  r e w a r d e d  S a ’ i b  w i t h
a  p r e s e n t .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Y a z i d  I ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l -
M e d in a  r e v o l t e d ,  arid an  a rm y  was  s e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e b e l s .
One o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r y  a f t e r  t h e
__
b a t t l e  o f / K a r r a ,  was t h e  m u s i c i a n  S a 1 iv. / n a t h i r .  d a 1 ! .
h a d  f o u r  e m i n e n t  p u p i l s , -  ( Azza  a l - M a i l a 1 ,  I b n  S u r a i j ,  J a m i l a
a n d  Maf b a d . ^  s '
f Azza  a l - M a i l a 1 ( d . c a , 7 o t f )  who r e c e i v e d  h e r  n i c k n a m e  
o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h e r  f i g u r e ,  was  a  h a n d so m e  h a l f - c a s t e  
s o n g s t r e s s  o f  A l - M e d i n a .  She  was  a  p u p i l  o f  a n  o l d  
s o n g s t r e s s  named R aJ i q a ,  who SkiHA t a u g h t  h e r  t h e  m u s i c  o f  
v- o l d e n  d a y s ,  s u c h  a s  l a d  b e en  s u n g  o r  p l a y e d  by  ■SJ.yjn.  f f i r n a b . 
U i a u l a ,  A l - R a b a b ^ S a l m a .  L a t e r  s h e  l e a r n e d  some o f  t h e  
P e r s i a n  m e l o d i e s  f r o m  K a s h i t  a n d  S a H b  K h a t h i r .  As a  y o u n g  
woman, we f i n d  h e r  w i t h  h e r  t e a c h e r  R a M q a ,  an d  t h e  p o e t  
H a s s a n  i b n  T h a b i t  ( d . o a . 6 7 4 )  a t  t h e  | | i S B  f e s t i v i t i e s  i n  A l -  
M e d i n a .  T h i s  w as  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  f U th m an .  The  w e e k l y  
c o n c e r t s  a t  h e r  h o u s e  a t t r a c t e d  a  t h r o n g  o f  d i l e t t a n t i ,  
a n d  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  w as  f e l t  a t  M e c c a . ^  T u w a i s ,  who a t t e n d e d  
t h e s e  c o n c e r t s ,  t e s t i f i e s  t h a t  ” t h e  m o s t  c o m p l e t e  p r o p r i e t y
y % A l - I s f a r i a n i ,  v i i ,  1 8 8 - 9 0 .
W/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  mwhynWfiyi x ,  5 5 .
-  *#&
o b t a i n e d  a t  th e m * .  S t r i c t  s i l e n c e  was  d em an d ed  f r o m  t h e  
a u d i e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  m i s b e h a v i o r  was r e p r o v e d  b y  a  
s t r o k e  w i t h  a  s t i c k . ^
The  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  cA zza  a l - M a i l a 1 
s c a n d a l i z e d  th e  o r t h o d o x  M u s l i m s ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  
o f  Muf a w i y a  I  ( 6 6 1 - 8 0 )  t h e y  c o m p l a i n e d  t o  S a cI d  i b n  a l - r As 
t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  A l - M e d i n a ,  who w o u l d  h a v e  u p h e l d  t h e i r
r &g r i e v a n c e  h a d  n o t  t h e  f s t a o u s  a r t  p a t r o n ,  ' A b d a l l a h  i b n
J a cf a r ,  i n t e r v e n e d .  Many g r e a t  m u s i c i a n s  an d  p o e t s  s a n g  h e r
p r a i s e s .  H a s s a n  i b n  T h a b i t  s a i d  t h a t  h e r  p e r f o r m a n c e s
r e m i n d e d  h im  o f  t h e  a r t i s t i c  m u s i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e s  a t  t h e
G h a s s a n i d  c o u r t  i n  t h e ^ D a y s  o f  I d o l a t r y 1. T u w a i s  s a i d  t h a t
s h e  was  1ft h e  Queen o f  S i n g e r s ’1. A l t h o u g h  s h e  m ade  a
s p e c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  o l d  m l z h a r  a n d  g i f z a f a .  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h e  ’’B ay s  o f  I g n o r a n c e ’1,  we h a v e  i t  o n  t h e
a u t h o r i t y  o f  Maf b a d ,  t h a t  s h e  e x c e l l e d  i n  p l a y i n g  t h e  l u d .
Uuuwu .no d a t e  o f  h e r  d e a t h  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  m e  d i e t ,
U
b e f o r e  7 1 0 .  T h e r e  was  a  l a t e r  s o n g s t r e s s  named N a ' i l a  b i n t  
a l - M a ^ i l a 7 who may h a v e  b e e n  h e r  d a u g h t e r . 5*
N a s h i t  w as  a  P e r s i a n  s l a v e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  f A b d a l l a h  
i b n  J a f f a r ,  t f i o  l a t e r  f r e e d  h i m .  He c r e a t e d  a  f u r o r e  i n  
A l - M e d i n a  on  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  P e r s i a n  m e l o d i e s ,  a n d  A rab  
s i n g e r s  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  a d o p t  p e r s i a n  a i r s  f o r  t h e i r  
r e p e r t o r y  i n  c o n s e q u e n c e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  N a s h i t  h a d  
t o  t a k e  l e s s o n s  f r o m  S a M b  K h a t h i r  i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a r n  t h e  
A r a b i a n  m e l o d i e s ,  s o  a s  t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  h i s  r i v a l s ,
N as l tF f  h a d  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  o f
— 2Zf Azza  a l - M a i l a 1 a n d  Macb a d . 7 *
^  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i ,  1 4 .  T he  p a s s a g e  l o o k s  a s  t h o u g h  i t ^ « v  
uNMt f r o m  P I  a v u ju jlm jlaa  v o o .
A l—I s f a h a n i ,  x v i ,  1 5 - 2 0 .
^ ( A l - I § f a h a n i ,  v ,  1 7 6 .
2 ^  A l—I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 8 8  . ^   ̂ ^  /V^to^Cz/-
G O tSZ cP .
H u n a i n  a l - f l i r i  was t h e  u s u a l  name g i v e n  to  Abu K a f b
H u n a i n  i b n  B a l l u f a l - H l r l  ( d . c a .  7 1 b ) .  He was  a n a t i v e  c f  * • 1
Al—H i r a  a s  h i s  name i m p l i e s ,  a n d  he  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  an 
Arab o f  t h e  B a n u ’ l - H a r i t h  i b n  K a f b ,  an d  a  C h r i s t i a n ,  w h ic h  
p a r t l y  e x p l a i n s  why he i s  to  to  f o u n d  among t n e  p u r v e y o r s  
c f  t h i s  i l l i c i t  cdi  l i n g  c f  ' m u s i c 1. As a  y c u n g  man he fo llo w  - 
- e d  t h e  e m p lo y m e n t  c f  a  f i c w e r - s e u l e r , and  t h i s  t c c k  h im  to  
- t o e  h o u s e s  c f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  a n a  w e a i l n y  c l a s s e s *  w n e re  he
b ecam e  i n f a t u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  
u n t i l  o n e  d a y ,  he  d e c i d e d  t c  b e  a  m u s i c i a n .  A f t e r  s t u d y i n g  
u n d e r  g c c d  m a s t e r s , / *  he becam e  a  f i r s t - r a t e  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e  
l u t e ,  3a e x c e l l e n t  s i n g e r ,  a n d  a  c o m p o s e r  o f  r e p u t e .  He was  
. t h e  f i r s t  i n  A l - f I r a q  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  I s l a m ,  to  c u l t i v a t e  
t h e  a r t i s t i c  s o n g  i n  t h e  s i n a d  s p e c i e s ,  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  we 
a r e  t c l d ^  h a v i n g  b e e n  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  haza . i  ^w h i c h  was,  a t
t h i s  t i m e ,  l i t t i e  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  n a s b  i n  A l - r I r a q .
*
H u n a i n  m u s t  have  s t a r t e d  a i t  saotJtAA* m u s i c a l  c a r e e r  i n  t n e  •
t im e  c f  f Uthman (64- i)  a t  l e a s t .  D u r i n g  t n e  r e i g n  c f  f Abd . 
a i - M a l i i c  ( 6 b 5 ) ,  t n e  g o v e r n o r  o f  A l - f I r a q ,  K fc a l id  i b n  
r A b d a l i a h  a i - Q a s r i ,  i n t e x * d i c t e d  m u s i c  a n d - m u s i c i a n s ,  b u t  
o w in g  t c  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  c f  H u n a i n ,  t h e  l a t t e r  was p e r m i t t e  t c  
f c l l c w  h i s  a v c c a t i c n ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  no b a d  o r  d i s s o l u t e  
c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  a d m i t t e d  t c  a u d i t i o n .  When B i s h r  i b n  M arwan ,  
a  b r o t h e r  c f  K h a l i f  f Abd a l - M a l i x / becam e g o v e r n o r ,  t n e  e d i c t  
was  r e s c i n d e d ,  a n d  H u n a i n  was summoned t o  h i s  p a l a c e  a t  A l -  
K u f a ,  w h e r e  he  r e m a i n e d  i n  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n d a n c e  o n  t h i s  p r i n c e .  
A bou t  t h e  y e a r  7 1 b ,  th e  v i r t u o s i  c f  A l - H i j a z ,  d e s i r i n g  to p a y
y  r Umar a l - W a d i  a n d  Hakam a l - W a d i  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  a s  t h e  Wmua 
t e a c h e r s  c f  H u n a i n ,  b u t  t h e i r  d a t e s  p r e c l u d e  tr ie 
p o s s i b i l i t y  c f  t h i s .
iicmage to  t h e i r  v e n e r a b f e  c o n f r ' e r e  cf A l - f I r a q ,  i n v i t e d  him 
tc M e c c a .  H e r e ,  an i l l u s t r i o u s  g a l T h e r in g  o f  m u s i c i a n s ,  p c e t s ^  
and  d i l e t t a n t i  r e c e i v e d  h im  w i t h  pomp a n d  c e r e m o n y ^  At t h e  
x S u k a in a  "b in t  a i - H u s a i n ,  a  g r a n d  m u s i c a l  f e t e  was p r e p a r e d ,  
a n d  w h i l s t  H u n a in  was f i n g o i n g ,  a g a l l e r y  w h ic h  u a d  becom e 
o v e r c r o w d e d  w i t h  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  c o l l a p s e d ^  a n d  t h e  a g e d  
m u s i c i a n  was  v i ^ i e d .  On t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  h i s  s e n  f 'Jba i  d a . i l  a h  / 
H u n a i n  i s  r a n g e d  among ” t h e  f o u r  g r e a t  s i n g e r s ’1.
Ahmad a l ^ N a s I b i ,  o r  A£mad i b n  Asama a l - H a m d a n l ,  b e l o n g e d  
to  A l - K u f a /  I t  s eem s  t h a t  h e  m u s t  h a v e  s t a r t e d  h i s  c a r e e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  " O r t h o d o x  K h a l i f  a t e "  . He w as  a n  A r a b ,  a n d  a  
k i n s m a n  o f  t h e  p o e t  Af s h a  Hamdan ( d . ? Q 2 )  w h o se  c o m p a n i o n  
he  w a s .  H i s  s i n g i n g  o f  t h e  p o e t ’ s  v e r s e s  b r o u g h t  h im  f a m e .  
S e  w as  a m a s t e r  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  s o n g  o a l l e d  t h e  n a s b .  a n d  i t
A'
was d u e  t o  h im  t h a t  i t  was  i n ^ b d u c e d  i n t o  s e r i o u s  m u s i c
( g h i n a * ) .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  h e  w as  t h e  f i r s t  I n  t h e  d a y s  o f
j s l a m  t o  make  a  name a s  a  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e  t u n b u r  ( p a n d o r e )
*
He becam e t h e  m i n s t r e l  a n d  b o o n  c o m p a n i o n  o f  f U b a i d a l l a h  
i b n  Z i y a d  ( d . 6 8 5 ) ,  who was  g o v e r n o r  o f  A l - K u f a .  A l t h o u g h  
J a h ^ a  a l - B a r m a k i ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  K i t a b  a l - t u n b u r i y y i n  
s p e a k s  o f  t h i s  m i n s t r e l  w i t h  c o n t e m p t ,  A l - i s f a h a n i  s a y s  
t h a t  he  w as  u n r i v a l l e d  a s  a  c o m p o s e r  a n d  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e  
t u n b u r . . ^«ymi i - «—
Qand o f  A l - M e d i n a ,  was  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  
o f  t h e  " f i r s t  p e r i o d " . s a y s  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  a n d  w as  a  
f r e e m a n  o f  S a f d i b n  Abi W aqqas  ( d . 6 7 Q ) y a n d  f A1 i s h a  t h e  
" M o th e r  o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l "  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t a c h e d  to  h i m .  
S a * d  o n c e  t h r a s h e d  Q a n d ,  a n d  t h i s  so  e n r a g e d  f ATi s h a ,  t h a t  
s n e  r e f u s e d  to  s p e a k  to  t h e  nob-1 e Q u r a i s h i  u n t i l  h e  h a d  
b e g g e d  t h e  m u s i c i a n ’ s  p a r d o n .  Qand w as  a l i v e  a s  l a t e  a s  
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  S a c i d  i b n  a l - f As ( d . 6 7 2 - 7 8 )  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r s h i p  6 f  A l - M e d i n a .
' o't
F a n d ^ s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  Abu Z a i d ,  w as  a  f r e e m a n  o f  
' A ' i s h a  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  S a f d  i b n  Abi W a q q a s .  He w as  
a  man o f  d e b a u c h e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  a l t h o u g h  a  f i n e  m u s i c i a n .
H i s  r e m i s s n e s s  p a s s e d  i n t o / p r c v e r b  "More d e l a y i n g  t h a n  
F a n d " . ^  He l i v e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  f a m o u s  m u s i c a l  e v e n t ,  
t h e  J a m i l a  p i l g r i m a g e .
5^ A l - j s f a h a n i ,  v„  1 6 1 - 4 .
Y  I b n  * Abd R a b b i  h i , i i i ,  1 8 9 .  A l - I ^ f a h a n i ,  v ;i i ,  1 3 5 .
Cf m e n t i o n e d  b y  Von Hammer ,  h i t ,  d e r  Ara 'f c . .
i i ,  7 0 5 .  T h i s  F a n d  an d  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  Qand a p p e a r  t o  
be  i d e n t i c a l .
Y  F r e y  t a g ,  A r a b . P ro .v . ,  H I  . H Z , 5 / .
Y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v ; i ,  6 0 - i .  v ;i i ,  1 3 5 .
A l - D a l a i  N a f i d h ^  Abu Z a i d  b e l o n g e d  t o  A l - M e d i n a  a n d  was
a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu  Fahm. He was  i n  t h e  s e r v i e e  o f
cA * i s h a  l the  d a u g h t e r  o f  S a f d i b n  Abi W a q q a s .  K h a l i f
f Abd a l - M a l i k  ( 6 8 5 )  f a v o u r e d  h i m ,  f o r  h e  w as  a  f i n e
m u s i c i a n ,  and  a  p u p i l  o f  T u w a i s .  H e ,  l i k e  hi-s m a s t e r ,
was a  m u k h an n a t h ,  a n d  i s  p i l l o r i e d  b y  A l - M a i d a n I  i n  t h e
p r o v e r b , -  !lM ore  e f f e m i n a t e  t h a n  D a l a i 5’ . H i s  m e l o d i e s  w e r e
i m i t a t e d  a  cen  t u r y ^ b y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  o f  a l l  t h e
A ra b  m u s i c i a n s ,  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i . ^
B u d a i h  a l - M a l i h  w as  a  baaju* f r e e m a n  o f  cA b d a l l a h  
•  •
i b n  J a f f a r  ( d . 6 9 9 )  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  N a f i c a l - k h a i r ,
UMMMJLMMJU, and  Nauma a l - D ^ a ih tk  t o o k  p a r t
i n  t h e  J a m i l a  p i l g r i m a g e .  Nauma w as  a  p u p i l  o f  T u w a i s ,  a n d  
ttUUMUjUV0UAAA4M^ Naft f  was  a t  t h e  c o u r t s .
I n  A l - f I r a q  w e r e  some l e s s e r  known m u s i c i a n s , -
_  .  E.
Z a i d  i b n  a l - T a l i s ,  Z a i d  i b n  K a f b ,  M a l i k  i b n  Hamama^Yand
•  7 ' / tv  *    '
o f  Mur a w i y a  I  ( 6 6 0 )  a n d  Y a z l d  I  ( 6 8 0 ) .
W r i t t e n / A l - D a l l a l  b y ( Z o s e g a r  t e n ]  De M e y n a r d ,  & F r e y  t a g . )  
C f . l L a n e .  L e x i c o n ,  s u b  k h a n a t h a .  The  S a s x  e d i t i o n ^ . - /  
o f  t h e  K i  t a b  ’ a l - a g h a n l  h a s  N S f i d  .
Iy  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i v ,  5 9 - 7 5 .  v i i ,  1 5 7 .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i , j
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A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  1 2 5 .
„ V’’T h e r e  i s  no t r u e  j o y  b u t  l e n d i n g  e a r  t o  m u s i c ” .
K h a l i f  A i - W a l l d  I I  ( 7 4 5 - 4 ) .
On t h e  d e a t h  o f  *AlT\, t h e  K h a l i f  a t e  f e l l  t o  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
Umayya,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  Muf a w i y a  ( 6 6 1 ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
Umayyads  r u l e d  f o r  n e a r l y  a  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  s t r i c t e r  M u s l i m s  
l o o k e d  u p o n  th e m  a s  u s u r p e r s ,  n o t  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  came o f  
t h e  P a g a n  a r i s t o c r a c y  o f  ’’u n b e l i e v i n g  M ecca  ’ t h a t  h a d  
w i t h s t o o d  t h e  P r o p h e t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  w o r l d l y  w a y s .
Yet i t  w as  u n d e r  t h i s  d y n a s t y  t h a t  t h e  A r a b i a n  e m p i r e  a n d  
M u s l im  c i v i l i s a t i o n  e n t e r e d  upon^M W il  p a t h  o f  g l o r y .  The  
K h a l i f a t e  e x t e n d e d  i t s  d o m i n i o n s  e a s t w a r d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
Oxu& a n d  I n d u s ,  a n d  W e s t w a r d  a s  f a r  a s  T u n i s  ( C a r t h a g e ) ,  
w h i l s t  n o r t h w a r d ^  i t  h a d  t o u c h e d  t h e  B l a c k  S e a .  I n d e e d ,  i t
h a s  b e e n  w e l l  s a i d ,  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e  O r t h o d o x  K h a l i f s  h a d  made
-  * 0/I s l a m  a  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  Umayyads  c r e a t e d  i t  a n  e m p i r e ,  /*
The r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  f r o m  A l - M e d i n a  t o  D a m a s c u s ,  
w h e re  i t  r e m a i n e d  f o r  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  \ma*, w h o l e  o f  t h e  
Umayyad p e r i o d ,  was  n o t  an a u s p i c i o u s  e v e n t  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
a l t h o u g h  c u l t u r a l l y ,  i t  made f o r  p r o g r e s s .  The  w i d e r  
i n f l u e n c e  b r o u g h t ' t c  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  b y  c l o s e r  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  B y z a n t i u m  a n d  P e r s i a ,  l i f t e d  t h e  p e o p l e  b e y o n d  t h e
n a r r o w  c o n f i n e s  o f  I s l a m ,  a n d  t h e  i n s u l a r i t y  o f  A r a b i a .  The
c i r c u m s t a n c e  e v e n t u a l l y  r e - a c t e d  o n  E u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e  
g e n e r a l l y ,  f o r  t h e  A r a b s ^ B B B ^ B g  m a s t e r s  o f  a l m o s t  h a l f  
t h e  t h e n - k n o w n  c i v i l i s e d  w o r l d ,  b e cam e  t h e  p i o n e e r s  o f  t h a t  
r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e .
mtmrnm\ If in  r ia l ........ .......... , , „
J u r j i  Z a i d a n ,  7 4 .
A^ N i c h o l s o n ,  E l s a l a t  a l - G h u f r a n  ( J . R . A , S. 1 9 0 2 ) ,  a n d  L i t .
H i s t , o f  Uip A r a b s ,  2 0 6 .
V.
(I)
Muca w i y a  ( 6 6 1 )  w as  a  r u l e r  o f  l i t e r a r y  a n d  a r t i s t i c  
t a s t e s y *  "He a s s e m b l e d  a t  b i s  c o u r t  a l l  who w e r e  m o s t  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by  s c i e n t i f i c  a c q u i r e m e n t s ;  h e  s u r r o u n d e d  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  p o e t s ;  an d  a s  h e  h a d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  h i s  
d o m i n i o n  many o f  t h e  G r e c i a n  i s l e s  a n d  p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e  
s c i e n c e s  o f  G r e e c e  f i r s t  b e g a n ,  u n d e r  h i m ,  t o  o b t a i n  a n  
i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  A r a b s ” , ^  Y e t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  k h a l i f  
was s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t h e  c h a r m s  o f  p o e t r y ,  a n d  h i s  feadawi 
w i f e  M a i s u n ,  was  a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  p o e t e s s ,  he  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  b a n  a g a i n s t  a r t i s t i c  
m u s i c , /̂* H i s  g 6 v e r n o r s  f r e q u e n t l y  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h
p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  we know t h a t  w hen  i A b d a l l a h  i b n
_
j a f f a r  w i s h e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a / m u s i c i a n  t c  c o u r t ,  h e  h a d  t oA.
p l e a d  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  w as  a  ”p o e t ” ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  K h a l i f
p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  h e  h a d  no i d e a  o f  m u s i c  a n d  h a d  n e v e r
a d m i t t e d  a  m u s i c i a n  t o  h i s  p r e s e n c e . ^ *  Y e t  t h e  K h a l i f  w as
p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  ,fp o e t ” i n t r o d u c e d  b y .
( A b d a l l a h  i b n  J a r f a r *  S a 1i b  K h a t h i r ,  a  w e l l  known
   -------— — — f
p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n , w h o  d i d  n o t  d e l i v e r  ”p o e t r y ” , b u t  
s a n f l l  T o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  Muf a w i y a  h e a r d  t h i s ,  
m u s i c i a n  s i n g  i n  A l - M e d i n a ,  a n d  r e w a r d e d  h im  w i t h  a  p r e s e n t ,
Y a z i d  I  ( 6 8 0 )  w as  t h e  s o n  o f  VHIVfrplhfrtemt M a i s u n ,  &
\
i t  i s  no w o n d e r  t h a t  h e  h a d  s u c h  i n o r d i n a t e  t a s t e s  f o r  
p o e t r y  a n d  m u s i c .  He w as  h i m s e l f  a  p o e t  o f  no m e a n  o r d e r , ^
o
J/% A l -M as  fu d i , v ,  7 7 .  2^ S i s m o n d i ,  i ,  5 0 .
y i A l - T a b a r i ,  i i ,  2 1 4 .  T h e r e  w a s  m u s i c  o f  a  k i n d  a t  c o u r t ,  
s u c h  a s  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  p r o v i d e d .  T h i s  we know 
f r o m  t h e  p a t h e t i c  s o n g  o f  t h e  K h a l i f 1s  w i f e  M a i s u n ,  who 
l o n g e d  f o r  t h e  d e s e r t  t e n t  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  g i l d e d  c o u r t , -
”The w i n d * s  v o i c e  w h e r e  t h e  h i l l - p a t h  w e n t  
Was m o re  t h a n  t a m b o u r i n e  c a n  b e 1f,
( Q u o t e d  by N i c h o l s o n ^ .
C f .  I b n  U b d  R a b b i h i ,  i ,  5 1 8 :  i i i ,  2 5 8 .  T  
Ak Lawmens,  i i i ,  1 9 3 .  (
a n d  A l - M a s fu d i  s a y s  t h a t  h e  w as  ”a p p a s s i o n e d  f o r  m u s i c
/  ____
( t a r a b ) ” ,  w h i l s t  A l - I s f  a h a n i  i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  h e  w as  ’’ t h e
f i r s t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( m a l a h l )  a n d  
s i n g e r s  i n t o  t h e  c o u r t ” ,^*  The  s t r i c t  M u s l i m s  w e r e  
s c a n d a l i z e d  a t  t h e  ”u n g o d l i n e s s  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  -  w i n e  a n d  
m u s i c ,  s i n g i n g - m e n  a n d  s i n g i n g - women, c o c k f i g h t i n g  a n d  
h o u n d s ” . ^
Muf a w i y a  I I  ( 6 8 5 )  a n d  Marwan ( 6 8 4 )  o n l y  o c c u p i e d
t h e l »  t h r o n e *  f o r  a  y e a r ,  t o o  b r i e f  a  s p a c e  t o  h a v e  a n y
a p p r e c i a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  th e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The
l a t t e r  h o w e v e r ,  d r o v e  a l l  t h e  m u k h a n n a t h u n  o u t  o f  A1- M e d i n a
when h e  was  i t s  g o v e r n o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  T u w a i s .
f Abd a l - M a l i k  ( 6 8 5 )  g a v e  g e n e r a l  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o
m u s i c  a n a  l e t t e r s .  lie was  ’a  c o m p o s e r  o f  nc m ean
m e r i t ” , a n d  ” e n e o u r a g e d  p o e t s  w i t h  a  p r i n c e l y  l i b e r a l i t y ” , ^
B o t h  I b n  M i s i a h  a n d  B u d a i h  a l - M a l i h ,  t h e  b e s t  known m u s i c i a n s  • * •
o f  th e  d a y ,  w e r e  p a t r o n i s e d  b y  h i m .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
so  a s  t o  show some a p p e a r a n c e  o f  ’’o r t h o d o x y ” , h e  a p p e a r s  t o  
h a v e  p r e t e n d e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  be  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  a r t  o f  m u s i c ,  
b u t  to  d i s a p p r o v e  o f  i t .  B e f o r e  h i s  c o u r t i e r s ,  h e  
c e n s u r e d  m u s i c  a s  ’’d e b a s i n g  to  m a n l i n e s s ,  a n d  r u i n o u s  t o  
d i g n i t y  a n d  h o n o u r ” , b u t  was  w e l l  a n s w e r e d  by  cA b d a l l a h  i b n  
J a f f a r . A g a i n ,  i n  t h e  H a l  b a t  a l - k u m a i t .  i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  
f Abd a l - M a l i k  o n c e  s i m u l a t e d  i n a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  l u t e  ( fu d ) .  b u t  a  f r e e l y - s p o k e n  c o u r t i e r  
a n s w e r e d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  p r e s e n t  w as  f u l l y  i n f o r m e d  mmnA 
a b o u t  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a n d  no o n e  m o re  so  t h a n  t h e  KhaL i f  
h i m s e l f ,  a t  w h i c h  s a l l y ,  fAbd a l - M a l i k  was  much a m u s e d .
From t h e  y i t a b a l - a g h a n l  we know t h a t  t h e  k h a l i f  w as  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  m u s i c  a s  t o  b e  able t o
A l - M a s ru d i , _Vj, 1 5 6 .  2 /  M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  5 1 4 .
4 / A l - I s f a h a n i , ' x v i ,  7 0 .  Lammens ,  i i i ,  2 7 2 .
1 /  M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  5 4 4 .  A l - M a s ru d i ,  v ,  5 1 0 .
^  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 a .
a s k  f o r  t h e  h u d a * . t h e  g h i n a* a l - r u k b a n .  a n d  t h e  g h l n a 3 aX-  
m u t q a n . The k h a l i f } s  b r o t h e r , B i s h r  i b n  M arw an ,  was  a 
p a t r o n  o f  m u s i c .
A l - W a l i d  I  ( 7 0 5 )  r e i g n e d  d u r i n g  a  m o s t  e v e n t f u l
p e r i o d .  The b a n n e r  o f ' I s l a m  was  I  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s
o f  C h i n a  i n  t h e  e a s t ,  a n d  o n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  i n  
t h e  w e s t .  The M e d i t e r r a n e a n  h a s  c r o s s e d ,  a n d  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a  w e s t e r n  K h a l i f a t e  w e r e  l a i d  i n  S p a i n .
" I n  h i s  r e i g n "  s a y s  M u i r ,  " c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  a r t s  b e g a n  t c  
f l o u r i s h " . ^  The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m u s i c ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  
h i g h - h a n d e d  m e a s u r e s  o f  som© o f  h i s  g o v e r n o r s ,  p r o g r e s s e d  
by l e a p s  a n d  b o u n d s .  The c h i e f  m u s i c i a n s  o f  M ecca  a n d  A l -  
M e d i n a , -  I b d  S u r a i j  a n d  M af b a d ,  w e r e  summoned t c  t h e  c o u r t  
a t  D a m a s c u s , '  w h e re  t h e y  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  w i t h / g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t ­
i o n  t h a n  t h e  p o e t s .  The  k h a l i f Js  f a v o u r i t e  m u s i c i a n  was
f o r  h i m ,  n o t  an a r t  t o  b© s o u g h t  f o r  i t s e l f  a l o n e ,  b u t / a  m e r e  
c o n c o m i t a n t  w i t h  t h e  . ioys  c f  t h e  f e a s t  o r  t h e  h a r l m .  The
p r i n c e  h o w e v e r ,  h e  h a d  shown some p r e d e l e c t i o n  f o r  m u s i c a l  
a r t ,  s i n c e  h e  was  k e e n  e n o u g h  t o  o f f e r  a  p r i z e  f o r  
c o m p e t i t i o n  amdng t h e  m u s i c i a n s  o f  M e c c a ,  an d  t h i s  d u r i n g  
a  p i l g r i m a g e ?  The f i r s t  p r i z e  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r  
was  c a r r i e d  o f f  by  I b n  S u r a i j ,  w h i l s t  a  l i k e  a m o u n t  w as  
d i s t r i b u t e d  among o t h e r  c o m p e t i t o r s .  ^
a l ^ r h u z a y y i l ,  w ho , h e w as  i n d i s p e n s a b l e
S u l a i m a n  ( 7 1 5 )  was  a  man o f  p l e a s u r e .  M u s i c  w a s ,
s i n g i n g - g i r l s  a l o n e  h a d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n . ^  When h e  was a
M u i r ,  MkgMfegki C a l i p h a t e ,  561  
4 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 4 4 .
C f .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i v , 6 0 - 2 .
5 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  1 2 6 .
r Umar I I  ( 7 1 7 )  b r o u g h t  a  ohangs  to  t h e  K h a l i f a t e .  He 
was  p i o u s . a n d  ”^ o e t s ,  o r a t o r s ,  a n d  s u c h  l i k e  s o o n
f o u n d  t h a t  h i s  c o u r t  was  no p l a c e  f o r  t h e m ,  w h i l e  i t  was2/
t h r o n g e d  by g o d l y  a n d  d e v o u t  d i v i n e s . ” - * C om pared  w i t h  h i s  
p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  i t  b ecam e  a  p r o v e r b i a l  e x p r e s s i o n  among t h e  
A r a b s ,  t h a t  w h i l s t  A l - W a l i d  I  was  f o r  a r t ,  a n d  S u l a i m a n  
was  f o r  women. f Umar I I  was  f o r  p i e t y . ^  Y e t  b e f o r e  h e  
came t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  h e  w as  n o t  o n l y  f o n d  o f  m u s i c ,  b u t  was  
a c t u a l l y  a  c o m p o s e r .  A l - I s f a h a n i  c l a i m s  t h a t  h e  w as  t h e  
f i r s t  K h a l i f  who c o m p o s ^  s o n g s ,  a n d  h e  g i v e s  t h ^ 4 w o r d s  a n d
T
t h e  ’’m o d e s ” o f  t h e s e  s o n g s . / ’ T h i s  w as  when f Umar was  
g o v e r n o r  o f  A l - H i j a z .  When he  .became K h a l i f  h o w e v e r ,  
l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c  was f o r b i d c e h i  I t  came t c  h i :  n o t i c e  
t h a t  a  j u d g e  ( q a d l ) o f  A l - M e d i n a  h a d  becom e  a  v e r i t a b l e  s l a v e  
t o  t h e  m u s i e o f  o n e  o f  h i s  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  a n d  t h e  K h a l i f ,  
who n a d  d e c i d e d  t o  d i s m i s s  h im  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  s e n t  f o r  b o t h  
t h e  j u d g e  a n d  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l . When t h e y  a r r i v e d  a t  c o u r t /  
t h e  l a t t e r  w as  commanded to  s i n g ,  and  t h e  K h a l i f  w as  so  
o v e r c o m e  by  t h e  c h a r m  o f  h e r  v o i c e  a n d  t h e  m o v i n g  s e n t i m e n t  
o f  h e r  s o n g ,  t h a t  h i s  t e a r s  f l o w e d .  T u r n i n g  t o  t h e  j u d g e  
he  s a i d , -  ”T h | y  c r i m e  i s  n o t h i n g .  R e t u r n  to  t h y  p o s t ,  a n d  
may A l l a h  g u i d e  t h e e ” .
Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 )  b r o u g h t  b a c k  m u s i c  a n d  p o e t r y  to  t h e  
c o u r t  a n d  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  a l t h o u g h  he  s e e m s  to  h a v e  g o n e  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  e x t r e m e .  L i k e  h i s  u n c l e  Y a z i d  I ,  h e  w as  a  man 
’’w i t h o u t  r e l i g i o n ” , s a y  t h e  a n n a l i s t s ,  a n d  h e  c u l t i v a t e d  
m u s i c  a n d  s o n g  on  e v e r y  h a n d .  I b n  S u r a i j ,  M a f b a d ,  M a l i k ,
I b n  f A1 i s  h a ,  A l - B a i d h a q  a l - A n s a r i ,  I b n  A b i  L a h b ,  & o t h e r * $
M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  5 6 9 .
A l - F a k h r i . 1 7 5 .
1 /  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v . i i i ,  1 4 9 - 5 0 .
Al-Mas ; * u d l ,  v ,  4 2 8 .
m u s i c i a n s ,  w e r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  g e n e r o u s  b o u n t y  a t  h i s  c o u r t .  
H e r e  t o o ,  we s e e  t h e  l a v i s h  f a v o u r s  b e s t o w e d  o n  t h e  
s i n g i n g —g i r l s  S a l l a m a  a l  —l a s s  a n d  H a b b a h a ,  who p l a y o  
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  m u s i c a l  a f f a i r s .  
Y a z i d  was  u t t e r l y  f r e e  f r o m  r e l i g i o u s  p r e j u d i c e s .  The  
s i n g e r  I b n  Abi L ah b  who h a d  p l e a s e d  t h e  k h a l i f  o n e  d a y ,  
was  a s k e d  who h a d  t a u g h t  h im  t o  s i n g  a n d  t h e  m u s i c i a n  
r e p l i e d , -  ”My f a t h e r ” . Y a z o a ^ » 5 5 i 4 * ^ . , -  ”I f  y o u  h a d  r e c e i v e d  
no o t h e r  h e r i t a g e  t h a n  t h i s  s o n g ,  y o u r  f a t h e r  l e f t  y o u  a  * 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r t u n e ” . ’’B u t ”, u r jed  t h e  s i n g e r , -  ifMy f a t h e r  
was an  i n f i d e l  a n d  an enemy o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  a l l  h i s  l i f e ” .
”1 k now ” s a i d  Y a z i d ,  ”b u t  h e  w as  s u c h  a n  e x c e l l e n t  
m u s i c i a n  t h a t  I  h a v e  a  c e r t a i n  s y m p a t h y  f o r  h i m ” .^ *  Some 
o f  t h i s  K h a l i f ’ s  v e r s e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .  & ^
H is h a m  ( 7 2 4 )  h a d  a  p r o s p e r o u s  r e i g n ,  a n a ( f a  was  ’o n e
o f  t h e  m o s t  e x e m p l a r y  o f  t h e  K h a l i f a t e  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  o r
5 /a f t e r ” ,  s a y s  M u i r . / -  Of h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  m u s i c  d u r i n g  
' h i s  o c c u p a n c y  o f  t h e  t h r o n e ,  we g e t  no i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  a l t h o u g h  we know t h a t  he  h a d  m u s i c i a n s  a t  c o u r t ,  
W h i l s t  h e  was  a  p r i n c e ,  h e  p a t r o n i z e d  t h e  d o y e n  o f  t h e  
m u s i c i a n s  o f  A l - f I r a q ,  H u n a i n  a l - H i r i ,  d u r i n g  a  p i l g r i m a g e  
e v e » , ^  w h i c h  w o u l d  l e a d  o n e  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  w as  n o t  
i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p r o s c r i p t i o n . ^
Bar  H e b r a e u s  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  H isham  o n c e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  
d i d  n o t  know t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  p a n d e r s  ( t u n b u r ) a n d  
a  l u t e  ( ' p a r ba t ) , b u t  t h i s  s t o - r y / b e l c n g s '  t o  t h e  same c l a s s  
a s  t h e s e  t o l d  o f  t h e  o t h e r  K h a l i f s .
J/. A l -M as  ru d i ,  v ,  4 4 9 .
2/% A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i i i ,  1 6 1 .
5̂ . M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  3 9 9 .  He a b s t a i n e d  f r o m  w i n e  ( n a ^ i d )  #
^  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  1 2 1 .
H i s  r e p r o o f  o f  I b n  ^ H s h a  f o r  s i n g i n g  ( A l - I s f  a h a n i , 
x i i i ,  1 2 7 )  w as  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i n t e r f e r e d * w i t h  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  a  c a r a v a n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  h i s  p u n i s h m e n t  
o f  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b ,  was  n o t  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  m u s i c ,  
b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  w o r d s  o f  h i s  s o n g s  l i b e l l e d  a  l a d y .
B ar  H e b r a e u s ,  2 0 7 .    ~
A l - W a l i d  I I  ( 7 4 5 )  c a r e d  l i t t l e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  a n d
i i f  i s  f r o m  h i s  r e i g n  t h a t  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  Umayya
{>* ft***-— ■ _ _ _
bojpwa/to w a n e .  L i k e  Y a z i d  I ,  Al—W a l i d  I ,  a n d  Y a z i d  I I ,
t h i s  K h a l i f  was  a b s o r b e d  i n  p l e a s u r e , a n d / a n  o p e n - h a n d e d
p a t r o n  o f  t h e  a r t s .  A l - M a s fu d i  s a y s , -  ”He l o v e d  m u s i c
( g h i n a 1 ) an d  was  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s u p p o r t  m u s i c i a n s  f r o m
a b r o a d ,  s h o w i n g  p u b l i c l y  h i s  p l e a s u r e  i n  t h e  w i n e - c u p ,  t h e
r e v e l s  ( j j a l a h i ) a n d  t h e  s t r i n g e d  i n s t r u m e n t  ( f a z f ) ................... . .
The c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m u s i c  s p r e a d  n o t  o n l y  among t h e  l e i s u r e d
c l a s s  b u t . w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  a l s o ,  w h i l s t  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r i s
becam e t h e  r a g e ” . / ^
At h i s  c o u r t ,  m u s i c i a n s  f r o m  a i l  p a r t s  w e r e  w e l c o m e d
w i t h  o p e n  a r m s ,  a n d  among t h e m , -  Ma.r b a d ,  f A t a r r a d ,
M a l i k ,  I b n  f A M s h a ,  D a h m a n ( a l - A s h q a r $ ,  r Umar a l - W a d i ,  Hakam
a l - W a d i ^  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b ,  A l - H u d h a l i ,  A l - A b j a r ,  A s h ra b  i b n
J a b i r ,  Abu K a m i l  a l - G h u z a y y i l ,  a n d  Y ahya  Q a i l . "  The  K h a l i f
h i m s e l f  w as  a  b o r n  a r  t i s t e .  a n d  e x c e l l e d  i n  b o t h  m u s i c
a nd  p o e t r y ,  a s  we. know f r o m  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i ,  w h e r e  a
c h a p t e r  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  h i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h e s e  a r t s .
B e s id e s  b e in g  an e x c e l l e n t  s i n g e r ,  and a p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e
l u t e  ( fu d ) a n d  t h e  d rum  ( t a b l ) IZwas  a  c o m p o s e r .  '*
*
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  p l u n g e d  i n t o  e x c e s s e s ,  a n d  t h i s  
'’a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  h im  t h e  r e g a r d  o f  a l l  t h e  b e t t e r  c l a s s e s ” . /  
T h i s  g a v e  t h e  f A b b a s i d  f a c t i o n ,  t h e  enemy o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  
Umayya,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  i n s i d i o u s  
p r o p a g a n d a  a g a i n s t  t h e  " u n g o d l y  u s u r p e r s ” , a s  t h e y  t e r m e d  
t h e  U m ay y ad s .  The r e i g n  o f  A l - W a l i d  I I  w as  s h o r t ,  b u t / S w e -  
was d o n e  f o r  m usic  d u r i n g  t h a t  f 1 thq 
^ M A A a M A M A M A A a M A A A A /U
S a y y i d  Amir r A i i ,  ’g r e w  a l m o s t  i n t o  a  c r a z e ,  a n d  e n o r m o u s
S* A l - i s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  1 6 1 - 2 .  
2k A l - M a s fu d l ,  v i ,  4 .
4 ^  M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  4 0 5 .
sums w e r e  s p e n t  o n  fa m o u s  s i n g e r s -  a n d  m u s i c i a n
Y a z i d  I I I  ( 7 4 4 )  r e i g n e d  o n l y  s i x  m o n t h s .  He a p p e a r s  
to  h a v e  b e e n  e q u a l l y  f a v o u r a b l e  t o w a r d s  m u s i c ,  a n d  he  
i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  g o v e r n o r  o f  K h u r a s a n ,  U a s r  i b n  S a y y a r ,  t o  
f n r n i s h  h im  w i t h  " e v e r y  k i n d  o f  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t " , a s  w e l l
A l - G h a z a l i  h a n d s  down a  s a y i n g  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  i n a l i f ,  
wnifih v.es-neaks h i s  " o r t h o d o x y "  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  m u s i c .
f o r  i t  m a k e t h  m o d e s t y  t o  be  l a c k i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s e t h  l u s t  a n d  
r u i n e t h  m a n l y  v i r t u e 5 a n d  v e r i l y  i t  t a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  w i n e
a n d  d o e s  w h a t  d r u n k e n n e s s  d o e s ;  a n d  i f  y e  c a n n o t  a v o i d  
h a v i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t ,  k e e p  i t  o u t  o f  t h e  way o f  women, f o r  
s i n g i n g  i n c i t e s  to  f o r n i c a t i o n " .
Marwan I I  ( 7 4 4 - 5 0 )  w as  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  Umayyad K h a l i f s  
i n  t h e  E a s t .  The w h o l e  o f  h i s  r e i g n  w a s ‘ t a k e n  u p  w i t h  
i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r i f e ,  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  t h e  f A b b a s i d s ,  w h o se  
s e a t  was i n  i h u r a s a n ,  t o  r a i s e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  r e v o l t .  On 
t h e  2 5 t h  J a n u a r y ,  7 5 0 ,  t h e  f a m o u s  b a t t l e  o f  t h e  Zab w as  
f o u g h t .  I t  s e a l e d  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e  U m a y y ad s ,  a n d  c u l m i n a t e d  
i n  t h e  d e a t h  c f  Marwan I I  I t  was  th e ^ ia jL  t o o ,  o f  tu e  
p u r e l y  A r a b i a n  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  m u s i c ,  w h i c h ,  i n  
s p i t e  o f  B y z a n t i n e  a n d  P e r s i a n  i n f l u e n c e s ,  s e e m s  t c
h a v e  h e l d  i t s  own d u r i n g  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d .  F o r  a  
c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  t h e  o l d e r  a r t ,  we h a v e  to  t u r n  t o  t h e  W e s t ,  
w h e r e  a  s c i o n  c f  t h e  Umayyad h o u s e  was *ummn t o  r a i s e  a  
K h a l i f a t e  c f  t h e  W e s t  i n  A n d a l u s .  *
On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d
IJ^is c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s , -  " B e w a r e  o f  s i n g i n g
y t fAmeer\j y e d J A l i ,  S h o r t  H i s t . ,  
V' M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  4 0 6 ,  
y y  A l - G h a z a l l , 2 4 8 - 9 .
(2)
The i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  Um ayyads  t o w a r d s  I s l a m ,  a u g u r e d  
w e l l  f o r  m u s i c a l  a r t .  The new k h a l i f s r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
o l d  P a g a n  i d e a s  o f  A r a b i a ,  an d  so  f a r  a s  t h e y  h a d  a n y  r e l i g i  
s a y s  M u i r ,  HShey^were U n i t a r i a n s ,  a n d  so  m i g h t  b® c a l l e d  
M u s l im s*  b u t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  d r i n k i n g  w i n e  a n d  m o s t  o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  t h e y  s e t  I s l S n  a t  n a u g h t ” . / ^  Among t h e  ’’o t h e r  
t h i n g s ” was  m u s i c ,  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  M u s l i m  p u r i s t s  do n o t  
f o r g e t  t o  i n c l u d e  m u s i c  among t h e  ” s i n s ” o f  t h e  U m ay y ad s .  
A l -ha jpan  a l - B a s r l  ( d . 7 2 8 ) ,  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  t h e o l o g i a n ,  s a i n  
c o n c e r n i n g  M'ut a w i y a  I ,  t h e  l e a s t  u n o r t h o d o x  o f  t h e  
U m a y y a d s /  s a v e  f Umar I I ,  t h a t  h e  d e s e r v e d  d a m n a t i o n  o n  f o u r  
p o i n t s ,  o n e  o f  them b a i a g  t h a t  he  h a d  l e f t  t h e  k h a l i f a t e  
t o  y a z i d  I , -  who was  Ha  w i n e  d r i n k e r ,  a  p l a y e r  o f  t h e ^  
p a n d o r e  ( t u n b u r ) .  a n d  a  w e a r e r  o f  s i l k e n  g a r m e n t s ” . / ^
Y e t  we n e e d  g i v e  c r e d i t  t o  b a t  a  t i t h e  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  
t h e  p r o f l i g a c y  o f  t h e  U m a y y ad s ,  s i n c e  t h e  ‘ A b b a s i d  h a t r e d  
o f  t h i s  d y n a s t y ,  a o c o u n t s  f o r  moy a  c a n a r d .am { a, ^
W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  M u^w iya  I ,  f Abd 
a l - M a l i k ,  a n d  cUmar I I ,  t h e  c o u r t s  w e r e  t h r o n g e d  w i t h  
m u s i c i a n s  b o t h  m a l e  & f e m a l e ,  and  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e n c o u r a g e ­
m e n t  was  g i v e n  t o  t h e  a r t .  The h o n o u r s  - sh o w ered  u p o n  
s i n g e r s  a n d  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s ,  and  th e  l a r g e s s e s  b e s t o w e d ,  
c a n  o n l y  be  e q u a l l e d  i n  t h e  ;fG o l d e n  A g e n o f  t h e  * A b b a s i d s .  
The Umayyads h o w sv .e r ,  h a d  p o l i t i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a r t i s t i c  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e s e  f a v o u r s .  I t  w as  t h e  s i n g e r  ( m ugha n n i )  
who,  by s e t t i n g  t h e  p a n e g y r i c s  a n d  s a t i r e s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  
p o e t s  t o  m u s i c ,  r e a c h e d  t h e  e a r  o f  t h e  p o p u l a c e . 5̂  A^ 
Lammens s a y s ,  t h e  s i n g e r  a n d  t h e  p o e t -  w e r e  t h e  j o u r n a l i s t s
y ,; M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e .  4 5 1 .  N i c h o l s o n  $  h i t . H i s t .) ) s a y s , -  
”T h e y  h a d  l i t t l e  e n o u g h  r e l i g i o n  o f  a n y  s o r t ” . F o r  
t h e i r  c o n t e m p t  o f  t h e  Q u r J a n  a n d  t h e  H o l y  p l a c e s ,  s e e  
J u r j T  Z a i d a n ,  1 0 2 .
y .  A l - T a b a r i ,  i i ,  1 4 6  
i y  A l - I s f a h a n I ,  i i ,  1 5 3 .
o f  t h e i r  d a y . ? *  A p o e t  l i k e  J a r i r ,  m i g h t  l o o k  down o n  t h e  
s i n g e r ,  a s  he  d o e s  i n  h i s  Na q a 1 i d ,  b u t  i t  w as  r e a d i l y -
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  a  poem s e t  t o  m u s i c  h a d  g r e a t e r  po Lency 
t h a t  w han  i t  w as  d e l i v e r e d  b y  a  m e r e  r e c i t e r  ( r a w ! ) . ' *  
S i n g e r s ,  j o u r n e y i n g  f r o m  tow n  to  to w n ,  f r o m  t r i b e  to  t r i b e ,  
p a s s e d  o n  t h e i r  s o n g s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  t a k e n  u p  e v e n  by  t h e  
s i n g e r s  i n  t h e  c a r a v a n s , ^ *  A l l  t h i s  h e l p e d  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  
t h e  b o d y  p o l i t i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s  ito** t h e  a r t .
M u s i c  a n d  m u s i c i a n s  h a d  won b a c k ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  
t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  e s t o o m  an d  h o n o u r ,  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  
t h e  A r a b s .  M u s i c ,  h o w e v e r ,  was  no m o r e  a n  a v o c a t i o n  f o r  
mere  s l a v e s ,  f o r  we f i n d  f r e e m e n  (maw&ll ) o t  g o o d  s o c i a l  
s t a n d i n g  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n ,  m a k i n g  m u s i c  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n .
T u n i s  a l - K a t i b ,  an  o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  c i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
A l - M e d i n a ,  t o o k  ud t h i s  v o c a t i o n .  We a l s o  s e e  a  m u s i c i a n
X/
named B u r d a n  b ^ i n g  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a  l u c r a t i v e  m u n i e i p a l  p o s t /  
Even  w h i l s t  i t  m u s t  be  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  came f r o m  t h e  f r e e m e n  c l a s s ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p a r t  P e r s i a n s  by  e x t r a c t i o n ,  y e t  t h e r e  w e r e  A r a b s  o f  n o b l e  
b i r t h  l i k e  M d l i k ,  who d i d  n o t  t h i n k  i t  b e n e a t h  t h e i r  
d i g n i t y  t o  be  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s . ^
Lc Lammens,  i i ,  1 4 6 .
y  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i i i ,  1 2 4 .  
y m A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i i ,  1 5 5 .  
y  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 6 8 .
M u s i c i a n s  f o r m e d  a  c l a s s  a p a r t .  T h i s  w as  d u e  n o t  t o  a n y
o f f i c i a l  m e a s u r e  s u c h  a s  t h a t  w h i c h  o p e r a t e d  i n  P e r s i a  u n d e r
t h e  S a s a n i d s , ^  b u t ^ m e r e l y  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  b a n  o f  I s l a m .
At f i r s t  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  v a g a b o n d s  l i k e  t h e  m e d i a e v a l
«
m i n s t r e l s  o f  E u r o p e ,  m u s i c i a n s  w e r e  n a t u r a l l y  f o r c e d  i n t o  
a  s e p a r a t e  c l a s s ,  w h i c h  a s s u m e d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  
o f  a  b r o t h e r h o o d ,  j u s t  a s  i n  E u r o p e  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  
f o r m  g u i l d s .  The l e a d i n g  m u s i c i a n s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  made  
r a t h e r  c o m f o r t a b l e  l i v i n g s .  T h e y  w e r e  i n  c o n s t a n t  dem and 
a t  c o u r t ,  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  r i c h  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  i n n u m e r a b l e  f e s t i v i t i e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
I s l a m  a n d  so < ? ia l  l i f e . ^ V  Some o f  th e  v i r t u o s i  t u r n e d  t h e i r  
r e s i d e n c e s  i n t o  c o n s e r v a t o r i e s  o f  m u s i c ,  r i i e r e  t h e  r i c h  
d i l e t t a n t i  s p e n t  t h e i r  l e i s u r e  h o u r s ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  s e n t  
t h e i r  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  to  be  t r a i n e d ,  f o r  no h o u s e  c o u l d  pe  
w i t h o u t  i t s  i n g i n g - g i r i \ .
The  c u s t o m  o f  a u d i t i o n  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  o f  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t .  At t h e  k h a l i f a t e  c o u r t ,  w h i l s t  t h e  
K h a l i f  o b s e r v e d  t h e  S a s a n i d  c u s t o m * '  o f  h a v i n g  a  t h i n  
c u r t a i n  b e t w e e n  t h e  m u s i c i a n  a n d  h i m s e l f  d u r i n g  a  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  
t h i s  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  b e e n  a l w a y s  t h e  c a s e ,  e x c e p t  wfr
when t h e  l a d i e s  o f  t h e  h a r l m w e r e  w i t h  him* E v e n  t h e n ,
*e.-^ * ^ ’ X/i n s t a n c e  a r e  g i v e n  w h e r e  t h e  c u r t a i n  w as  r a i s e d . v*  T h e r e
w e re  o c c a s i o n s ,  i n d e e d ,  when t h e  m u s i c i a n  p e r f o r m e d  f a c e  t o
f a c e  w i t h  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  and  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  ev.en o c c u p i e d
t h e  same c o u c h  a s  t h e  K h a l i f  .  / '  O u t s i d e  t h e  c o u r t ,  t h e
m u s i c i a n  was u n d e r  no s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n .  Of
y m A l - M a s fu d i ,  i i ,  1 5 7 .
I /. The " p r e s e n t s ” ( m e n t i o n e d  so  o f t e n  i n  t h e  K i t a b  ; I )
b e s t o w e d  o n  m u s i c i a n s ,  a r e  p o s s i b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d  i n  
some i n s t a n c e s ,  b u t  we m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h e  A r a b i c  proverb 
" S i n g i n g  w i t h o u t  s i l v e r  i s  l i k e  a  c o r p s e  w i t h o u t  p e r f u m e d  
B u r c k h a r d t ,  P r o v . , 4 6 4 .
A l - M a s (u d i ,  i i ,  1 5 8 .  v *
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  9 9 .  
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  1 1 7 .
c o u r s e ,  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  b o t h  a t  c o u r t  a n d  i n  p r i v a t e
h o u s e h o l d s ,  d i d  n o t  u s u a l l y  e n t e r t a i n  g u e s t s  w i t h o u t  t y e
c u s t o m a r y  c u r t a i n ,  a l t h o u g h  we r e a d  o f  some s t r a n g e
a n o m a l i e s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  f a m o u s
s o n g s t r e s s  J a m l l a ,  p r e p a r e d  a  f e t e  f o r  r A b d a l l a h  i b n
J a f f a r  a n d  h i s  e n t o u r a g e . ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  who
w e r e  s t u d y i n g  a t  h e r  h o u s e ,  t o o k  a  p r o m i n e n t  p a r t .  The  l a t t e f
w e r e  g a i l y  a t t i r e d ,  an d  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h o u t  a n y  c u r t a i n ,
i n  f u l l  v i e w  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e . " ? *  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a t  h e r
f a m o u s  f e t e  d u r i n g  t h e  p i l g r i m a g e  w h i c h  t h e  h i  t a b  a l - a g h a n i
m ak es  so  much o f ,  we r e a d  t h a t  t h e  s i n g i n g  g i r l s  p e r f o r m e d
b e h i n d  a  c u r t a i n . / *  A g a i n ,  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  f A * i s h a  b i n t
T a l h a ,  we f i n g t  t h e  s o n g s t r e s s  f A zza  a l - M a i l a 1 s i n g i n g  t o
t h e  w i v e s  o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h  n o b l e s ,  t h e  w h o l e  o f  them  b e i n g
h i d d e n  f r o m  t h e  men by  a  c u r t a i n .  A  Y e t ,  o n  a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,
we f i n d  I b n  S u r a i j  a n d  r Azza  a l - M a i l a * 1 s i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r
b e f o r e  a  company  q u i t e  o p e n l y .  T h i s  w as  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f
tp.
S u k a i n a  b i n t  A l-Hu s a i n /
P e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m u s i c a l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  
Umayyad p e r i o d ,  was  g a i n e d  on  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  
s i d e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A l - M a s fu d l ,  i t  was  nc t  u n t i l  t n e  
r e i g n  o f  Y a z i d  I  ( 6 8 0 - 8 5 )  t h a t  m u s i c  b e g a n  t o  b e  s e r i o u s l y  
c u l t i v a t e d  i n  M ecca  a n d  A l-M ed ina .?"*  T h i s  m i g h t  v e r y  w e l l  
b e  t r u e  o f  M e c c a ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  o f  A l - M e d i n a  a n d  e l s e ­
w h e r e .  M e c c a ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  Umayyads  f o r  
S y r i a ,  h a d  f a l l e n  i n t o  s t r i c t  o r t h o d o x y ,  w h i l s t  A i - M e d l n a ,  
W d h t  p o s s e s s e d '  a  m o re  h e a l t h y  s e c u l a r  o u t l o o k .  ^ M e c c a ,  a t  
a n y  r a t e ,  was  l a t e r  i n  i t s  m u s i c a l  r e v i v a l  t h a n  A l - M e d i n a .
y  A l - I s f a n a n l ,  v i i ,  1 4 4 .  • 
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 3 5 .  
y  A l - I s f a h a n l ,  x ,  5 5 .
A l—I s f a h a n ! ,  x v ,  l c l —2 .  S e e  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 8 ,  
w h e r e  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  g i v e n  o f  s i n g i n g - g i r l s " p e r f o r m i n g  
o p e n l y  b e f o r e  g u e s t s .
Y  A l - M a s f u d i ,  v ,  1 5 7 .  J u r j l  z a i d a n ,  1 9 ,  r e o e a t s  t h i s  
a s s e r t i o n .
y  C f . t h e  o p i n i o n  c f  I b n  a l - K i r n y a  ( I b n  K h a l i i k a n ,  i ,  2 3 9 ) .
D u r i n g  t h e  ’’O r t h o d o x  K h a l i f a t e ” m o s t  o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s
■belonged t o  A l - M e d i n a ,  w h i c h ,  o f  c o u r s e  m i g h t  h a v e  - b e e n  d u e
t d h - th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  c a p i t a l .  B u t  n o w ,  M ecca  b e g i n s
isS
t o  p l a y  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  m u s i c a l  r e v i v a l ,  a n d  i t / i v i  - c i t y  t n a t  
g i v e s  A r a b i a n  m u s i c  i t s  f i r s t  t h e o r i s t ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  
I b n  M i s j a h .
W h e n  l a s t  w e  s a w  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  o f  A l - M e d i n a ,  t h e y  w e r e  
b e i n g  c a p t i v a t e d  b y  t h e  P e r s i a n  m e l o d i e s  o f  t h e  s l a v e s .
D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  M u * a w i y a  ( 6 6 1 —8 0 )  P e r s i a n  s l a v e s  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  f r o m  A l - f I r a q  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  
i n  M e c c a ,  a n d  t h e i r  s i n g i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t r a c  t e d  t h e  M e c c a n s  
j u s t  a s  i t  h a d  a l r e a d y  c h a r m e d  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l - M e d i n a .
The f i r s t  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  P e r s i a n  s i n g i n g  w a s  
a  c e r t a i n  I b n  M i s j a h ,  who i s  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  ’’ t h e  f i r s t  
w h o  s a n g  t h e  A r a b i a n  s o n g  c o p i e d  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n s ” ,^® o r  
a g a i n  t h a t  h e  w a s  ’’ t h e  f i r s t  w h o  t r a n s f e r e d  t h e  P e r s i a n  
s o n g  ( g h i n a 1 ) i n t o  t h e  A r a b i a n  s o n g ” . ^  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t  
w a s  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e o r y .
We tiaveJ^iUAMAM^juvAMi t h a t  t h e  A r a b s
o  f  A3 - l i r a  a  h a u a
|UAAMMiA# p o s s e s s e d  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  s c a l e ,  w h i l s t  t h o s e  o f
A l - Q i j a z  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  t h e  o l d  s c a l e  o f  t H j j t h e
t u n b u r  a l - m i z a n i .  w hen  A l - N a d r  i b n  a l - H a * i t h  i n t r o d u c e d  
•
t h e  l u t e  ( fu d ) o f  A l - H i r a  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
some f o r e t a s t e  o f  t h e  P y t h a g o r e a n  s c a l e  was  / d i s p e n s e d .
Y e t  we c a n n o t  s p e a k  o f  t h e  s c a l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  a n v  d e s r e iv C v
2^ A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i i i ,  8 4 - 5
o f  c e r t a i n t y .  A l l  t h a t  we know i s  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  
A r a b s  o f  A l - H i j a z  was  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n  a n d  
B y z a n t i n e  s y s t e m s ,  we g e t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f
[ i  j
WUA I b n  M i s j a h  a i r e a d y T h i s  m u s i c i a n ,  we a r e  
t o l d ,  w as  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g r a f t i n g  s u n d r y  " f o r e i g n "  m u s i c a l  
i d e a s  u p o n  t h e  n a t i v e  A ra b  p r a c t i c e .  H e re  i s  t h e  p a s s a g e  
f r o m  t h e  & i t a b  a l - a g h a n i , -
tfI n  S y r i a ,  he  ( I b n  M i s j a h )  l e a r n e d  t h e  m e l o d i e s  ( a l h a n )  
o f  B y z a n t i u m  a n d  r e c e i v e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
b a r b i t o n  p l a y e r s  ( b a r b a t i y y a )  a n d  th e  t h e o r i s t s  
( o s t u k h u s i y y a ) . He t h e n  t u r n e d  t o  P e r s i a ,  w h e r e * h e  
l e a r m e d  much o f  t h e i r  s o n g  ( g h i n a 7.) a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a r t  
o f  a c c o m p a n i m e n t .  ‘R e t u r n i n g  to  A l - H i j a z ,  he  c h o s e  t h e  
m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s  o f  t h e  n o t e s  ( n a g h am) o f  t h e s e  
c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  r e j e c t e d  w h a t  was d i s a g r e e a b l e ,  f o r  \  
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  i n t e r v a l s  ( n a b a r a t )  a n d  n o t e s  (nagham )  
w h i c h  he f o u n d  i n  t h e  s o n g  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n s  a n d  
B y z a n t i n e s ,  w h i c h  w e re  a l i e n  t o  t h e  A r a b i a n  s o n g .
"  f  I i iMi 11 11 11 i r I m  I > r i t r -  11 n w w -  rt f r r  r r T  in g u ir iT  n u i T B i f  r- ■*Ttr-
And he  s a n g  ( h e n c e f o r t h )  a c c o r d i n g  t c  t h i s  m e t h o d .
And h e  w as  t h e  f i r s t  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  ( m e t h o d ) ,  & 
a f t e r  t h i s  t h e  p e o p l e  f o l l o w e d  h im  i n  t h i s " ,  5^
S t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  h i s  p u p i l ,  I b n  M u h a r r a r ,  i s  
c r e d i t e d  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e  t o  A r a b i a n  m u s i c .  L i k e  h i s  
m a s t e r ,  h e  t r a v e l l e d  i n  P e r s i a  and  W&fiXjJJUUkJiH S y r i a , w h e r e  he 
l e a r n e d  t h e  m e l o d i e s  ( a l h a n ) a n d  s o n g  ( g h i n a ? , ) o f  t h e  
P e r s i a n s  a n d  B y z a n t i n e s .  " T h e n 1’ s a y s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  
K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i ,  "he  l a i d  a s i d e  f r o m  t h e s e  w h a t  he  d i d  n o t
« i. turn* r
c o n s i d e r  g o o d  i n  t h e  n o t e s  ( u a g h a m ) ,  a n d  by  a  c a r e f u l  
m e l a n g e  he  c o m p o s e d ,  i n  t h i s  w ay ,  s o n g s  ( a g h a n i )  w h i c h  w e r e  
s e t  to  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  t h e  A r a b s ,  t h e  l i k e  o f  w h i c h  h a d h o t
¥ A/
b e e n  h e a r d  b e f o r e " .
m r I *- rv -1 -sners'-i v
y m A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i i i ,  8 4 .  
TV A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i ,  1 5 0 .
What w as  a c t u a l l y  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  P e r s i a  a n d  B y z a n t i u m  
we c a n n o t  be  s u r e  o f .  P r o b a b l y  t h e  w e l l  known m e l o d i e s  o f  
B a rb u d .  known a s  t h e  s i  l a hn may h a v e  b e e n  among t h e  new 
i d e a s  i n t r o d u c e d ,  f r o m  P e r s i a . ^ A l t h o u g h  t h e  A r a b s  h a d  t h e i r  
m e l o d i c  m o d e s ,  m e l o d i c  f o r m u l a s , l i k e  t h e  a b o v e  d a s t a n a t  
o f  B a rb u d ^  w w p e u u u a t i M n o v e l t y  t o  t h e  A r a b s . /  I t  
i s  h a r d l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  b o r r o w e d  t h e  P e r s i a n  s c a l e ,  a s  
i t  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  n o t e s  w e r e  a l i e n  t o  
t h e  Ar a b i a n  s o n g ,  i n d e e d ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  we 
h a v e  Arab  m u s i c i a n s  b e i n g  blamed, f o r  u s i n g  P e r s i a
no t e s . ^  What b e n e f i t  was  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  P e r s i a n  c o n t a c t  
P M  may be  s o u g h t  i n  m u s i c a l  n o m e n c l a t u r e .  The w o r d  da s t a n 
i s  P e r s i a n  f o r  ”f r e t ” ,  a n d  t h i s  w as  b o r r o w e d  b y  t h e  A r a b s  
f o r  t h e i r  f i n g e r  p l a c e s  o n  t h e  f i n g e r - b o a r d  o f  t h e  l u t e  a n d  
p a n d c r e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  1~ imU iwj n n  m i  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  
t h e  A r a b s  a l t e r e d  t h e i r  ac.o or  d a t u r a  fcf t h e  l u t e  t o  t h e  
P e r s i a n  m e t h o d .  The o l d  A r a b i a n  a c c o r d a t u r a  o f  t h e  l u t e  
waS C - D - G - a ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  new m e t h o d s  o f  I b n  M i s j a ^  w e r e  
i n t r o d u c e d ,  i t  w o u l d  seem  t h a t  t h e  P e r s i a n  t u n i n g  o f  
A -D -G - c w as  a d o p t e d .  T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t  t h e  f o u r t h  s t r i n g  was  
now c a l l e d  by  t h e  P e r s i a n  name o f  psram. a n d  t h e  f i r s t  
s t r i n g  b y  t h e  P e r s i a n  name o f  z i r r w h i l s t  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  
s e c o n d  s t r i n g s ,  w h i c h  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c h a n g e d ,  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  
o l d  A r a b i c  d i g n i t y  a s  t h e  p^a th l a t h  a n d  m a t h n a .
What  was  g a i n e d  f r o m  B y z a n t i n e  t h e o r y  o r  p r a c t i c e  
i s  e q u a l l y  u n c e r t a i n .  The g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e
-  w .
B y z a n t i n e  t h e o r i s t s  ( a s t u k h u s i y y a ) o o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n
fyi S e e  my a r t i c l e  o n  ’The O ld  P e r s i a n  M u s i c a l  M o d e s ” i n  
t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  R o y a l  A f f i a t i c  S o c i e t y . J a n .  1 9 2 6 .
A l - K h w a r i z m i ,  2 5 8 .
2/% I b n  r Abd R a b b i d i ,  i i i ,  1 9 0 .
[A/ P r o f e s s o r  M a r g o l i o u t h  O x t o r u  i n  h i s  ’Q r i g i n ^ o f  
A r a b i c  P o e t r y ” s a y s
”M r .  F a r m e r ,  a  h i g h  a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  t h i n k s  
i t  m e a n s  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  A r i s t o x e n o s ,f. ( p . 4 4 / ) .  My 
o p i n i o n  w as  o r i g i n a l l y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  
K o s e g a r t e n  ( U b . C a a t . ,  3 4 ) , .  b u t  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  
w o r d  i n  t h e  assumed A l - K i n d x  Ms.  h e r e  q u o t e d , l e a d d  me ^  
f a l l  b a c k  o n  ’’t h e o r i s t s ” , t h e  r o o t  b e i n g  t h e  G r e e k
cpto i ^ u a .  •
adopted e n t i r e l y ,  s in o e  the assumed A l-K indi fcU a t  B e r l in  
(Ahlwardt, 55.50, f .o l . 3 0 ) d i s t i n c t l y  t o l l s  u s  t h a t  Lho 
theory of th e  B yzaa tiae  asfcukhuslyya was d i f f e r e n t  from that  
o f  Uie Arabs. '*  ProbablyV  LLe Pythagorean system  whs 
now r i g i d l y  f i x e d  owing to t h i s  B yzantine  in f l u e n c e .  W h ils t  
a d m itt in g  th a t  th e re  were a l i e n  in f lu e n c e s  a t  work, we must 
not f o r g e t ^ th at t h i s  was a p e r io d  o f  s tr o n g  n a t io n a l  
f e o l i n g s ,  when the o ld  Pagan i d e a l s  were s t i l l  g l o r i e d  i n . 9^ 
As Land p o in t s  o u t , -  ’’The P e r s ia n  and B yzantine  im p o rta tio n s  
d id  not su persed e  the n a t io n a l  m u sic ,  but were e n g r a fte d  
upon an Arabic r o o t  w ith  a ch a r a cter  o f  i t s  own”. ^
The rhythmic and m elod ic  modes now appear in  a more 
d e f i n i t e  form thatbwhen we saw them during  th e  ’’Orthodox 
K h a l i f a t e ” . flDAwuUg/r h y thmic modes are m entioned a t  t h i s
p e r i o d , -  the th aq l l  awwai, tha q.il  than l .  k h a f i f  t h a q l l . 
naza.i. ram al. and ramal tunbur I, One o f  t h e s e J(and  
presum atly  in v e n te d  d r i n g  t h e  Umayyad p e r io d .
Ibn Muharrar i s  c r e d i t e d  w ith  the in tr o d u c t io n  o f  the ramal . /  
The m elod ic  modes ( a&ab i f ) were c l a s s i f i e d  accord in g  
to th e ir  ^a.jra or " cou rse”, as  e i t h e r  in  th e  ĵ in s lr  or the  
w u sta . At f i r s t  th e re  appear^ to have been s i x ,  but l a t e r  
two more were a d o p te d . '  Those modes w e r e , -  
1 .  Mutlaq  f I  jnaj ra a l - b i n s i r .
2 * Sabbaba f I  ma.jra a l - b i n s i r .
5 .  l i f t j r  A
4 .  K h in s lr  f l  ma.jra a l - b i n s l r .
5 .  Mutlao f l  :.. j f a .
6 .  g a b b a b a  f l  majra a l - w u s t a .
m
7 . Wusta f i  majraha, .
8 .  Khins l r  f l  majra a l -w u s ta .
—*' ® ”*’*’ * •
Â  See my a r t i c l e  on ’’Some M u s i c a l  MSS I d e n t i f i e d ’ in  the  
Journ a l  o f  the Royal A s ia t i c  S o c ie t y .  J a n .1926 .
9< I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i ,  2 5 8 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i x ,  1 5 3 .  x x ,  1 6 9 .  
L a n d .  R e m a rk s .  &c. ,  1 5 6 .
p t  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  1 5 2 .
Yyi Nos. 4  and 8 ,
The ’’c o u r s e s ” (g^nar^/T a p p r o x i m a t e d  t o  w h a t  we m i g h t  
c a l l  m a j o r  (j j i n s l r,) a n d  m i n o r  ( w u s t a ) &  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  
’c o u r s e s 5’ h a v i n g  f o u r  s p e c i e s  named a f t e r  t h e  n o t e  o f  
t o n i c s  ( j & a h a d l ) ,  i . e . ,  m u t l a q . sa b  b a h  a .  &c.
A l t h o u g h  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i  c o n t a i n s  i n n u m e r a b l e  v e r s e s  
t j i a t  h a d  b e e n  s e t  t o  m u s i c  d u r i n g  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d ,  n o t  
a  s o l i t a r y  n o t e  h a s  come down t o  u s .  A l l  t h a t  we know 
i s  t h e  m e t r e  ( ca r u d)  o f  j B S  v e r s e ,  a n d  t h e  m e l o d i c  mode 
( a s b a c ) a n d  r h y t h m i c  mode ( l q a f ) w h i c h  t h e  g r e a t  m u s i c i a n s  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  s a n g  i t  i n .  „ W h e t h e r  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  knew o f  a  
n o t a t i o n  o r  t a b l a t u r e  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  we c a n n o t  s a y ,  a l t h o u g h  
s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  s o r t  w as  p r a c t i s e d  u n d e r  t h e  f A b b a s i d s .  
P o s s i b l y ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  n o t a t i o n  was  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  v i r t u o s i ,  who l o o k e d  u p o n  t h e i r  
c o m p o s i t i o n s ,  so  f a r  a s  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c  t i c  e ^ i e u s c  o n c e r  n e d ,  
a s  s o m e t h i n g  s e c r e t . ^  T h e r e  w e r e  s c h o o l s  a n d  c l i q u e s  
who p a s s e d  o n  t h e  t r i c k s  and  s p e c i a l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  
m a s t e r  to  p u p i l . Al l  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  s eem s  
t o  show t h a t  m u s i c  was  l e a r n e d  5’b y  r o t e ” a n d  a u r i c u l a r l y e 
A l l  m u s i c  was  m e l o d i c ,  o r  h o m o p h o n ic  ( i n  t h e  G r e e k  
s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m ) .  W h e t h e r  a  m u s i c i a n  h a d  h i s  s o n g  
a c c o m p a n i e d  by  o n e  o r  f i f t y  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  n o t h i n g  s a v e  t h e  
m e l o d y  w as  p e r f o r m e d ,  f o r ,  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  K it a b  
a l r a a g h a n V i  s a y s ,  e v e r v b c d y wp l a y e d  a s  o n e ” . / ^  One d e p a r t u r e  
o n l y  w as  a l l o w e d ! "  a n d  t h a t  w as  t h e  i d a  o r  i g l o s s ” . T h i s  
was  a  s c i e n c e  o f  d e c o r a t i t o o ,  o r  f e s t o o n i n g  t h e  m e l o d i c  
o u t l i n e  b y  g r a c e f u l  f i g u r a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  we. 
i f e t  d.o n o w a d a y s  b y  m e a n s  o f  t h e  a p p o g g i a t u r a .  s h a k e ,  t r i l l ,
& o t h e r  g r a c e s .  H arm ony w as  u n k n o w n . ^  I t s  p l a c e  was
( 2 4 0 ^
jjK M y e r s , C . S . ,  A h t h r o p o l o g i o a l  E s s a y s  P r e s e n t e d  t p  E ^ ^ T y l o ^  
y % I  on M  R a b b i  h i , i i i ,  1 8 7 .
Ax—I  s f  a x i ^ i i , v i i ,  l o o .
Ik  By ”h a r m o n y ” I  m ean  t h e  m o d e r n  a r t  o f  ’’c h o r d s ” . ’’H a r m o n y ” 
i n  t h e  G r e e k  s e n s e  o f  ebpfloiLa, i . e .  a n
o r d e r e d  s u c c e s s i o n  o f  i n t e r v a l s ,  t h e  A r a b s  c e r t a i n l y
p o s s e s s e d .
t a k e n  by  t h e  r h y t h m  ( I q a cJ „ w h i c h  o n e  w r i t e r  o n  A r a b i a n  
m u s i c  h a s  te rmed.  " r h y t h m i c -  h a r m o n y " . / ^
I b n  S u r a i j  t e l l s  u s  w h a t  w a s - e x p e c t e d  o f  a  g o u d  
p e r f o r m e r  i n  t h e s e  d a y s ' .  He s a y s , -
"The  b e t  t  m u s i c i a n  i s  he  who e n r i c h e s  t n e  m o l  i e - 
( b y  m e an s  o f  t h e  1jm g l o s s )  a n d  who q u i c k e n s  t h e  s o u l s ; '  
g i v e s  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  m e a s u r e s  ( a w z a n )  an d  
e m p h a s i s e s  t h e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n ;  know s  w h a t  i s  c o r r e c t  & 
e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  g r a m m a t i c a l  i n f l e c t i o n  ( i . yr a b ) ; g i v e s  
f u l l  d u r a t i o n  t o . t h e  l o n g  n o t e s  ( nagham  a l - t i w a l )  a n d  
m a k e s  p r o p e r  t h e  c u t t i n g - o f f  o f  t h e  s h o r t  n o t e s  
( n a gnarg a l - q i o a r ) ; h i t s  t n e  m a r k  i n  t n e  v a r i o u s  g e n r e s  
o f  r h y t h m  ( i q a f ) a n d  g r a s p s  t h e
p l a c e s  c f  t h e  i n t e r v a l s  ( n a b a r a t ) , a n d  c o m p l e t e s  w h a t  
r e s e m b l e s  them  i n  t h e  b e a t s  ( n u ^ r a t ) o f  t h e  
a c c o m p a n i m e n t  ( d a r b ) " , ^
On t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  s i d e ,  we s e e  a  f e w  c h a n g e s .  We h a v e
a l r e a d y  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A rab -  wuuMSeww h a d  a d o p t e d  t h e
P e r s i a n  a o c o r d a t u r a  o f  t h e  l u t e .  T h i s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
d u e  t o  I b n  S u r a i j .  I n  6 8 4 ,  cA b d a l l a h  i b n  Z u b a i r  b r o u g h t  
P e r s i a n  w o r k e r s  to  h e l p  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  K a f b a .  
From t h e s e  s l a v e s  I b n  S u r a i j  b o r r o w e d  t h e  P e r s i a n  l u t e
( fu d  F a r i s i ) ,  a n d  h e  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  " t h e  f i r s t  i n
* »  rTf'-'X - ■ ■ » .  « r  ■* *
M ecca  t o  p l a y  A r a b i a n  m u s i c  o n  i t " . ^  The P e r s i a n  l u t e  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  f a v o u r e d  e v i d e n t l y ,  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f -
A< S e e  my M u s ic , a n d  M u s i c a l ,  I n s t r u m e n t s  o f t Lt h e  A r a b , p .  4 5 .  
Even  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  Ages^ E n g l a n d  s t i l l  
r e c o g n i z e d  " r h y t n m i o  h a r m o n y "  a s  we s e e  i n  T r e V i s a ’ s  
t r  a n  s i  a t  i  o n  o f  g a r  t h o l o m a e u s  cie p r o p r i e  t a t i p u s  r e r u m , 
w h e r e  i t  s a y s , -  "Armonya  R i t h m i o a  i s  a  so w n y n g e  m e l o d y e  
a n d  c o m y t h  o f  s m y t h i n g  o f  s t r i n g e s ,  a n d  o f  t y n k l i n g .  
o t h e r  r y n g y n g e  o f  m e t a l l e .  And d y v e r s e  i n s t r u m e n t i s  
s e r u y t h  t o  t h i s  m a n e r e ^ a r m o n y e ,  a s  l a b o u r ,  a n d  T y m b r e ,  
H a r p e ,  a n d  S a w t r .y ,  a n d  N a k y r e s ,  a n d  a l s o  S i s t r u m " .
Or " p r o l o n g s  t h e  b r e a t h s " .
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i ,  1 2 5 .








c e n t u r y  o f  t h e  * A b b S s i d s ,  when a  new l u t e  o f  A r a b i a n  
i n v e n t i o n  was  a d o p t e d .  S o m e t i m e s ,  t h e  P e r s i a n  name f o r
t h e  l u t e ,  w h i c h  was bar  ba t ,  i s  m e n t i o n e d  by t h e  c n r  n i c l o r  ^
b u t  t h e  t e rm K  was s c a r c e l y  i n  common u s a g ^ j ^ w e  know
f r o m  a  s t o r y  o f  Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 ) ,  who was^BMMBti iy  u n i n f o r m e d
i n  m u s i c a l  m a t t e r s .  The b a r b a t  h a d  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  t o  h im
o n e  d a y ^ A t t U  Tt w as  t h u s  d e s c r i b e d  to  him.*— ”I t  ( t h e  b a r b a t )
i s  h u n c h b a c k e d ,  l e a n  o f  b e l l y ,  h a v i n g  f o u r  s t r i n g s .  I f
- t h e y  ( t h e  s t r i n g s )  a r e  m o v e d ,  no o n e  h e a r s  th e m  e x c e p t  t h a t '
h i s  s i d e s  be  m oved  ( w i t h  e m o t i o n ) ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  s h a k e s  h i s
h e a d  ( i n  t i m e j ’ . x  I n  A l ~ f I r a q ,  w h e r e  t h e  t u n  bur  ( p a n d o r e )
was  so p o p u l a r ,  t h e  l u t e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a d a p t e d  to
y
t h e  s t r i n g i n g  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  as  c o r d a t u r a  o f  t h e  f o r m e r /
At a n y  r a t e ,  a  t w o - s t r i n g e d  l u t e  i s  m e n t i o n e d  a t  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  a s  we a r e  i n f o r m e d  b y  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i  a s  f o l l o w s : -  
!fA l - S h a f b I  e n t e r e d  u p o n  B i s h r  i b n  Mar wan ( d . 6 9 4 )  
fry g o v e r n o r  o f  A l - r I r a q  f o r  h i s  t o o t h e r  
f Abd a l - M a l i k  ( t h e  X h a l i f ) ,  a n d  w i t h  h im  was a  s l a v e -  
g i r l  w i t h  a  l u t e  (JJud) o n  h e r  b r e a s t ,  tpgttfetiMftMift 
. . . . A n d  A l - S h a f b i  s a i d  The s m a l l e r  i s  t h e  p r e t t i e r  o f  
t h e  two ( s t r i n g s ) . m e a n i n g  t h e  z l r . ^Re s a i d , * 0  y o u  
t h e r e ?  ’L o o s e n  t h e  ,^amm ( s t r i n g )  a n d  t i g h t e n  t h e  
s i r  ( s t r i n g ) ” .* ^
^ u n b u r  was  a l s o  i n  m o r e  g e n e r a l  u s e  i n  A l - H i j a z
IV
a n d  S y r i a  t h a n  h i t h e r t o ;  T h o s e  who s t i l l  h a d  a  t a s t e  f o r  
t h e  o l d  P a g a n  s o n g s  o f  t h e  ’’D ays  o f  I d o l a t r y ” , w o u l d  i n d u l g e  
i n  t h e  t o n e s  o f  t h e  t u n  b u r  a l - m i z a n i . w i t h  i t s  c u r i o u s  s c a l e  
The p s a l t e r y  o r  s a n j  a l s o  h a s  i t s  v o t a r i e s . E /
y % I b n  f Abd R a b b i  h i ,  i i i ,  2 0 1 .  ^  C f .  L a n d ,  R e m a r k s ,  
9^ I b n  f AL,d R a b r i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 1 .
B a r  H e b r a e u s ,  2 0 7 .  A l - T a b a r i ,  i i ,  14-6.
EX F a r a z d a q ,  6 8 4 .
W o o d - w i n ^  i n s t r u m e n t s  came i n t o  m o re  a c c e p t e d  u s e  w i t h
t h e  v , i r , tuQs jU  a s  we f r e q u e n t l y  r e a d  o f  a  i ^ z j ^ a r  s u s t a i n i n g
t h e  m e l o d y  o f  t h e  s i n g e r  w h i l s t  t h e  l u t e  ( f„ud) w as  u s e d
f o r  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t . ^  B o t h  t h e  (d r u m )  a n d  d u £ f
( s q u a r e  t a m b o u r i n e )  w e r e  a l s o  u s e d  f o r  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t
b y  m a r k i n g  t h e  r h y t h m . ^  M a r t i a l  m u s i c  c o n s i s t e d  o f  d ru m s
an d  k e t t l e d r u m s . ^  W i t h  u n t u t o r e d  m u s i c i a n s ,  we f i n d  t h e* .
q a d i b  o r  r h y t h m i c  wand much i n  e v i d e n c e .
t
— - : *
M, A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  1 2 1 .  
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  1 6 2 .  
y  S y o d  Ameer A l i ,  S h o r t  H l . s i . .  6 5 .  
M, A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  9 7 .
On© o f  t h e  g r e a t  m u s i c a l  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d  was  
t h e  p i l g r i m a g e  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s  J a m i l a ,  a n d  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n t  m u s i c a l  f e t e s . A i l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m u s i c i a n s ,  
m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e ,  o f  A l - M e d i n a ,  t o o k  p a r t  inVStttie p i l g r i m a g e  
t o  M e c c a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o e t s  A l - A h w a s ,  I b n  A b l  cA t i q ,
Abu M a n j a n  N u s a i b ,  a n d  a  o row d  o f  d i l e t t a n t i ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
some f i f t y  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  ( a a j n a t ) . The m a g n i f i c e n c e  o f  
t h e  l i t t e r s  a n d  t h e  c o r  t e g e i n  g e n e r a l ,  much com m en ted  
o n .  On i t s  a r r i v a l  a t  M e c c a ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  
t h e  p o e t s  fUmar i b n  Abi  R a b i f a ,  A l - r A r j I ,  H a r i t h  i b n  K h a l i d  
a l - M a k h z u m i ,  r e c e i v e d  i t  i n  a d m i r a b l e  s t y l e .  On t h e  r e t u r n  
t o  A l - M e d i n a ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  m u s i c a l  f e t e s  w e re  h e l d  f o r  t h r e e  
d a y s ,  t h e  l i k e  o f  w h i c h  A l - H i j a z  h a d  n o t  h i t h e r t o  e n j o y e d .  
D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two d a y s ,  p e r f o r m a n c e s  w e r e  g i v e n  e i t h e r  
s i n g l y  o r  by  two o r  t h r e e  t o g e t h e r ,  by  J a m i l a ,  I b n  M i s j a h ,  
I b n  M u h a r r a r ,  I b n  S u r a i j ,  A l - G h a r i d ,  M af b a d ,  M a l i k ,
I b n  f A1 i s h a ,  h a f i r i b n  T u n b u r a ,  N a f i r  a l - K h a i r ,  A l - D a l a l  
N a f i d h ,  F a n d ,  Nauma a l-D^uhM/, B u r d  a l - F a w a d ,  B u d a i h  a l -  
M a l i h ,  H ib j j a t  A l l a h ,  Rahmat A l l a h ,  a n d  A l - H u d h a i l ,
On t h e  t h i r d  d a y ,  J a mi l a  a  s .. e m b l n e  
s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w i t h  t h e i r  l u t e s  ( ci d a n .  p l u r .  o f  Fu d ) 
b e h i n d  a  c u r t a i n ,  w h i l s t  s h e  h e r s e l f l u t e  i n  h a n d ,  s a n g  t o  
t h e i r  a c c o m p a n i m e n t .  T h i s  same o r c h e s t r a  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s e s  s u c h  a s  
S a l l a m a  a l - Z a r q a * , f Azza  a l - M a i l a * ,  S a l l a m a  a l - Q a s s ,  
H a b b a b a ,  K h u l a i d a ,  R a b i h a ,  A l - F a r i h a ,  B u l b u l a ,  L a d h d h a t a l -  
r A ish*  dMAJiAJUU 311 ̂  S a f i d a  ( o r  S a cd a ) .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h i s  p i l g r i m a g e  a n d  t h e
f e t e s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c h r o n i c l e s  o f  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y
f y .
m u s i c i a n  named Y u n i s ' a l - K a t i b ,  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t
T h i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  s h o u l d  b e  Y u n u s ,
' a s  i n  t n e  q u r ^ a n ,  b u t  w i t h  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  I  f o l l o w
t n e  p o i n t i n g  o f  K c s e g a r t e n ,  L i b . C a n t . , 1 7 ,  and T o f
t e x t .
o f  x e g e n d  l i a s  c r e p t  i n . V  The p i l g r i m a g e  probably t o o k  
p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A l - W a l i d  I  ( 7 0 5 - 1 5 )  o r  e v e n  
e a r l i e r . ^
^  De P e r c e v a l ,  M us.A r a b e s ,  4 5 1 .
B /  The d a t e s  o f  f Azza  a i - M a i l a 1 ,  S a l l a m a  a l - Q a s s ,  H a b b a b a  
a n d  th e  v a r i o u s  p o e t s  a r e  some g u i d e  t o  t h i s .  * B u t
C f .  t h e  m e n t i o n  o f  T u w a i s  (d .7 1 o } -  a n d  I b r a h i m  a l -  
M a u s i l i  ( b . 7 4 2 ) .  A g a i n ,  i t  c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  h a v e  
h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  S u l a i m a n  ( 7 1 5 - 1 7 )  o r  
r Umar I I  ( 7 1 7 - 2 0 ) .
The e l e m e n t a l  p o w er  o f  m u s i c  s u c h  a s  p ro d u c e d ,  t h e  
’’i n f l u e n c e 1’ ( t a 1 t h i r .  a t h a r . ) o n  a n i m a t e  t h i n g s ,
a p p e a r s  t o  hav e  s t i l l  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d .  I s l a m  h a d  b a n i s h e d  
i d o l a t r y ,  b u t  s u p e r s t i t i o n  s t i l l  n e l d  s w a y ,  a n d  t h e  g e n i i  
( j i n n ) .  c h a r m s ,  p h y l a c t e r i e s ,  an d  e v e n  m a g i c ,  h a d  t h e i r  
p l a c e .  J a f f a r  a l - S a d i q  ( d . 7 6 5 )  t h e  s i x t h  imam, t a u g h t  
t h e  t h e o r y  o f  m a g i c a l  n u m b e r s ,  w h i c h  was  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  
w i t h  m u s i c .  On t h e  w h o l e  p e r h a p s ,  m a g i c  a n d  c h a r m s  w e r e  
d i s c o u n t e n a n c e d ,  e x c e p t  w h e r e  . t h e y  h a d  a  r e l i g i o u s  i m p o r t .  
P o e t r y  a n d  s o n g  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  known a s  ”l a w f y l  m a g i c ” .
M usic  a s  a  means* o f  e x c i t i n g  e c s t a s y  i n  r e l i g i o u s  d e v o t i o n  
was  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e s e  d a y s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was r e s e r v e d  
f o r  t h e  l a t e r  s u f l  t o  d e v e l o p  i t .  The w o n d e r f u l  
e f f e c t  o f  m u s i c  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  b u t  c l o t h e  i t  w i t h  a  
m a g i c a l  o r  m y s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  a  c h a p t e r  i n  
t h e  f I q d a l - f a r i d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h o s e  who f a i n t e d  o r  d i e d  
t h r o u g h  l i s t e n i n g  to  m u s i c .  H e r e  i s  o n e  a c c o u n t  o f  how 
a  man w as  e f f e c t e d .  An A r a b  named T a r i f a  came t o  a  s i n g e r  
named Ayyub a n d  a s k e d  h im  to  s i n g  a  v e r s e  o f  I m r u ’u ’ l - Q a i s . 
The m u s i c i a n  t o o k  h i s  l u t e  a n d  d i d  s o ,  and a t  t h e  c l o s e ,  
T a r i f a  f e l l  p r o s t r a t e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  When q u e s t i o n e d  a s  
•to w ha t  h a p p e n e d  h e  s a i d , -  ’By A l l a h !  t h e r e  r o s e  u p  f r o m  
my f o o t  s o m e t h i n g  h o t ,  and  t h e r e  w e n t  down f r o m  my h e a d  
s o m e t h i n g  c o l d .  T h e s e  two m e t  and  c o l l i d e d ,  and  I  f e l t  
down b e t w e e n  t h e m ,  n o t  k n o w in g  w h a t  my s t a t e  w a s ” . ^
Mx I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 9 .
One m o re  p o i n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m u s i c a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e
Umayyad p e r i o d  h a s  t o  b e  m e n t i o n e d .  The f i r s t  m u s i c a l
l i t t e r a t e u r  o f  t h e  A r a b s ,  Y u n i s  a l - ? a t i b ,  b e g a n  t o  c o l l e c t
b i o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e
n a t i v e  m u s i c ,  a n d  h i s  K l t a b a l - n a g h a m  (Book  o f  M e l o d i e s )  a n d
K l t a b  a l - q i y a n  (B ook  o f  S i n f i n g - g i r l s )  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n
f o r  l a t e r  m u s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  K l t a b
a l - a g h a n l  o f  A l - I s f a h a n i .  ' -  -
*
To sum u p  t h e  m u s i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d
o n e  mifh t  e m p h a s i z e  tuiiM t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  i n f l u e n c e s , -  ( I )
t h e  r e v i v a l  ^ f  t h e  o l d  P a g a n  A r a b  p r e d i l e c t i o n  f o r  m u s i c ,
d u e  to  t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  Umayyads  t o  I s l a m :  (2 )
■ kci t y —
S y r i a , w i t h  i t s  b r i l l i a n t J t a w M t i u p  .u a m asc u s ,  h a d  oeoomo t h e
c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  & h a l i f a t e .  T h i s  l a n d  h a d  i n h e r i t e d  an  
a n c i e n t  G r e c c - S e m i t i c  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  h e l p e d  t o  m o u l d  t h e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  & p r o f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  A r a b i a n  
s y s t e m :  ( 3 )  P e r s i a n  m u s i c /  made  i t s e l f  f e l t  o n  t h e  
p r a c t i c a l ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l  s i d e .  I b n  K h a l d u n  s a y s ,  t h a t  
m u s i c i a n s  f r o m  P e r s i a  and  B y z a n t i u m ,  p a s s i n g  i n t o  A l - H i j a z ,
_   'lsA-x. £<n̂
p l a y i n g  o n  t h e  l u t e  ( r.u d )» p a n d c r e  ( t u i r | ^ )  ? ( m i r za£ . )
I AjlccL _ • s
a n d / p i p e #  (m i z m a r ) , l e d  t o  t h e  t h e  A r a b s  a d o p t i n g  P e r s i a n  
A ” ' r /
a n d  B y z a n t i n e  m e l o d i e s  f o r  t h e i r  p o e t r y .  / '  T h a t  i s  o n l y  a
i b n  K h a l d u n ,  i i ,  3 6 0 .
p a r t i a l  t r u t h .  T h a t  t h e  A r a b s  a d a p t e d  P e r s i a n  m e l o d i e s  t o  
t h e i r  p o e t r y ,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a d m i t t e d ,  b u t  we r e a d  n o t h i n g  . 
a b o u t  B y z a n t i n e  m e l o d i e s  b e i n g  s i m i l a r l y  a d o p t e d .  As f o r  
m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  t h e  A r a b s  o f  t h e  ’’Days o f  I d o l a t r y ” h a d  
t h e  ^ u d . t u n  b u r . rqi r z a f  „ a n d  m i z m a r . T h e r e  i s  n o t  o n e  
B y z a n t i n e  m u s i c i a n  m e n t i o n e d  by  t h e  a n n a l i s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  c e n t u r y  o f  t h e  h i j r a . a n d  a l l  t h e  m u s i c i a n s ,  s a v e  
p e r h a p s  b a s h l t ,  e v e n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  P e r s i a n  m u s i c i a n s  
( i ^ e . o f  P e r s i a n  e x t r a c t i o n )  w e r e  e i t h e r  b o r n  o r  e d u c a t e d  
i n  A r a b i a .  I n d e e d ,  o n l y  f o u r  m u s i c i a n s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  
cam© f r o m  b e y o n d  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f . A l - H i j a z ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e , -  
N a s h l t  t h e  P e r s i a n ,  Abu K a m i l  a l - G h u z a y y i l  o f  D a i^ i c u s ,
I b n  T u n b u r a  o f  A l -Y am an ,  a n d  H u n a i n  o f  A i - H l r a .  A l - H i . j a z  
was t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  A r a b i a n  m u s i c , ^  a  c i r c u m s t a n c e  
w h i c h  s c a n d a l i z e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  A i - f I r a q ,  o n c e  t h e  home
o f  S e m i t i c  c u l t u r e ,  l a g g e d  b e h i n d ,  h a v i n g  f a l l e n  i n t o
"
t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  p u r i t a n s  o f  I s l a m ,  who p r o s c r i b e d  m u s i c ,  
a l t h o u g h  o n e  o f  i t s  g r e a t e s t  t h e o l o g i a n s  A l - H a s a n  a l -
B a s r l  ( d . 7 2 8 )  s a i d , -  ”M u s i c  ( g h i n a ?,) i s  a  g o o d  h e l p  i n  
o b e d i e n c e  to  A l l a h ,  and man l e a r n s  t h r o u g h  i t  t h e  t i e s  o f
f r i e n d s h i p ” . ^
W/, I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 9 .
The l i v e s  o f  t h e  v i r t u o s i  o f  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d  a r e  
f u l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  s o c i a l  a s  w 9 l l  a s
m u s i c a l  l i f e ,  an d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  q u o t e d
lO. ^
( i n  t h e  ? i t a b  a l - a g h a i n l )  o n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f / T u n i s  a l - k a t i b
who was  h i m s e l f  a  m u s i c i a n .
The \jluam4A* g r e a t e s t  m u s i c i a n  o f  t n e  Uraayyad e r a  was
u n d o u b t e d l y  I b n  M i s j a h , ^ *  o r  i n  f u l l ,  Abu r Uthman S a f i d
s
i b n  M i s j a h  ( d . c a . 7 I & ) .  He was  b o r n  a t  M ecca  a n d  was a  
f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu  JQmh. D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Muca w i y a  I
( 6 6 1 - 8 0 )  h i s  m a s t e r  h e a r d  h im  s i n g i n g  A r a b i c  v e r s e s  t o
P e r s i a n  m e l o d i e s ,  and  i t  l e d  t o  h i s  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  I b n
M i s j a h  t h e n  t o o k  i t  i n t o  h i s  h e a d  t o  go a b r o a d ,  so  a s• ■ _
a s c e r t a i n  w h a t  e l s e  t h e r e  was  t o  b e  g a i n e d  f r o m  ’’f o r e i g n e r s ” ,; 
T h i s  t o o k  h im  t o  S y r i a  a n d  P e r s i a ,  a s  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  
m e n t i o n e d ,  a n d  o n  h i s  r e t u r n  we s e e  t h a t  new m e th o d L V sssh  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  A r a b i a n  m u s i c .
H i s  fame s p r e a d  w i t h  a m a z i n g  r a p i d i t y ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  
r e i g n  o f  fAbd a l - M a l i k  ( 6 8 4 - 7 0 5 h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  a r o u s e d  t h e  
i n d i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r i o t f  M u s l i m s ^ * ,  o l a i d  a  c h a r g e  a g a i n s t  
h im  b e f o r e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  M e c c a ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  he  was
s e d u c i n g  t h e  ’’F a i t h f u l ” by  m e an s  o f  h i s  p r o f a n e  a r t . ^ ^
l/» T h i s  i s  t h e  v o c a l i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  F i h r i s t .  1 4 1 ,  an d  i t  i s  
f o l l o w e d  b y £ u l d i ^  K o s e g a r t e n  h a s  M u s a j j i j '  ( L i b . C a n t . , 
9 ) ,  a n d  D e <M0^Ba3c& w r i t e s  M u s a j j i h ,  (y u s . A r a b a s .  4 1 4 ) .
Aa/ |tfflt Tiib p i e t i  s t s  l o o k e d  u p o n  m u s i c  a s  a  d e v i c e
o f  t h e  D e v i l  t o  e n s n a r e  m an .  We r e a d  i n  t h e  
R au D a t  ,a l - -u fa j ( iA> i i  ( I V ,  5 7 ,  t h a t  i i ,  was 
j e a l o u s y  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t  D a v i d ’ s  v o i c e  t h a t  l e d  
t h e  D e v i l  t o  i n v e n t  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  ’’a n d  
t h e r e b y  d e c o y e d  men f r o m  t h e  s t r a i g h t  p a t h ,  
p r e c i p i t a t i n g  them i n t o  th e  v a l l e y  o f  p e r d i t i o n ” .
The K h a l i f ,  a p p r i s e d  o f  t h i s ,  commanded t h a t  I b n  M i s j a h  b©4 •
s e n t  t o  D a m a s c u s .  On h i s  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  he  f e l l
i n  w i t h  t h e  c o u s i n s  o f  t h e  K h a l i f ,  w h o , b e i n g  f o n d  o f  m u s i c ,
t o o k  h im  i n t o  t h e i r  p a l a c e  w h i c h  a d j o i n e d  t h a t  o f  t h e
,fCommander o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l ” . Owing t o  t h e  p r o x i m i t y 9«afc
t h e  K h a l i f  h e a r d  I b n  M i s j a h  s i n g i n g ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y
l>t,
commanded t h a t  h e ^ g  b r o u g h t  i n t o  h i s  p r e s e n c e .  B e f o r e  t h e
K h a l i f  we r e a d  o f  h im  s i n g i n g  t h e  h u d a 1 . t h e  g h i n a * a l -
r u k b a n  ( a  f o r m  o f  t h e  n a s b ) , a n d  t h e  g h i n a 1 a l - m u t q a n  o r
a r t i s t i c  s o n g .  He was n o t  o n l y  p a r d o n e d  by  t h e  K h a l i f ,
b u t  was  a w a r d e d  a  h a n d so m e  p r e s e n t .  I b n  M i s j a h  r e t u r n e d  t o
M e c c a ,  w h e r e  h e  l i v e d  u n t i l  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A l - W a l l d  I
( 7 0 5 - 1 5 ) .  We do n o t  know t h e  d a t e  o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  b u t  i t
a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  r e i g n . I b n  M i s j a h
who h a s  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  " t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  m u s i c ” , 
( t h r e e j
had^iynttM e m i n e n t  p u p i l s , -  I b n  M u h a r r a r ,  I b n  S u r a i j ,  a n a  
Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b .  The l a s t  named c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  two 
a s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i n g e r s  o f  I s l a m . ^
I b n  M u h a r r a r ,  o r  A b u ^ l - K h a t t a b  M u s l im  ( o r  S a l i m )  i b n
&/■
M u h a r r a r  ( d . o a . 7 1 5 )  * b e l o n g e d  t o  M e c c a ,  w h e r e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  
a  P e r s i a n  f r e e m a n ,  was  o n e  o f  t h e  g u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  K a f b a .  
I b n  M u h a r r a r  h i m s e l f ^ s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  
Banu Makhzum, a n d  b e s i d e s  h a v i n g  b e e n  t a u g h t  s i n g i n g  by  
I b n  M i s j a h ,  h e  h a d  l e a r n e d  t h e  a r t  o f  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  f r o m  
fA z za  a l - M a i l a * * .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  was  a f f l i c t e d  w i t h  
l e p r o s y ,  an d  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  h e  made no a p p e a r a n c e  a t  c o u r t  
o r  p u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t s ,  b u t  l e d  a  w a n d e r i n g  l i f e ,  s p e n d i n g  
o n l y  t h r e e  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r  a t  M e c c a ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  t i m e  
b e i n g  t a k e n  u p  a t  A 1 -M ed in a  a n d  o t h e r  t o w n s .
He i s  c o u n t e d ,  w i t h  h i s  m a s t e r  I b n  M i s j a h ,  a s  o n e  o f
y*  de  Imaaaaam, 4 2 1 .  | i n  A I - M a q r i z i  (  D eyaen  M S.1 0 6 2 )^  J
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  8 4 - 8 8 .  I
i y  I n  b o t h  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  K l t a b  a l - a g h a n l .  l a n d  m o s t
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  h e  i s  c a l l e d  I b n  M u h r i z .  On t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d  h e  i s  c a l l e d  I b n  M u h a r r a r  i n  t h e  D.iwan ( i , 1 5 4 )  
o f  A l - B u h t u r l  ( d . 8 9 7 ) ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  
c o r r e c t  f o r m .
t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t i n g  o f  A r a b i a n  m u s i c a l  t h e o r  
a s  we h a v e  s e e n .  He c e r t a i n l y  h a d  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
r e p u t a t i o n  an d  was  u x i u  r e p u t e d  t o  b e  " t h e  b e s t  o f  man 
i n  t h e  s o n g  ( g h i n a 1 ) ,T. w h i l s t  popular v o i c e  d u b b e d  h im  
"The vimamaaAaum o f  t n e  A r a b s ' * ' Hi s  s c n g t  were i n  g r e a t  
d e m a n d ,  an d  a l t h o u g h  h e  k e p t  a l o o f  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e s e  
s o n g s  w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  th e m  by  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l .  Two 
i n v e n t i o n s  s t a n d  to  h i s  c r e d i t , -  t h e  r h y t h m i c  mode  c a l l e d  
r a c ia l „ a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s i n g i n g  t h e  c o u p l e t  ( z a u j ) .
The b e a u t y  o f  h i s  m e l o d y  was i t s  s i m p l i c i t y ,  an d  th e  
a n n a l i s t s  s a y , -  * f i  s ee m s  as t h o u g h  h i s  s i n g i n g  was  
c r e a t e d  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  m an 5 s i n c e  e v e r y  man c o u l d  
s i n g  i t " .  ^ H e  a p p e a r s  t o  n a v e  d i e d  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  a s
I b n  M i s j a h . \
Among t h e  f o u r  g r e a t  m u s i c i a n s  o f  I s l a m  
A l - M a q r i z I  nam es  I b n  M u h a r r a r .  9^
That i s , -  "The sannaj ( s a n j  p la y e r )  o f  the A r a b s
Here the instrum ent i s  undoubtedly m eant, n o t  l i k e  
the t i t l e  g iv en  to A l-A c/ s h a  the Pagan p o e t ,  who w as  
was c a l l e d  "The gannaja (^em.) o f  t h e  A r a b s " ,  m e a n i n g  
probably ’’The rh y tb m ist  ( i n  p o e try )  o f  th e  A r a b s " .
See Lane, h e l i c o n , s . v . ,  but c f .  N ic h o lso n ,  L i t . H i s t .  
123 De P e r c e v a l ,  H i s t . » i i ,  396. J^ itab  a l - a g h a n l :
]/. A l - I s f a h a n l ,  i ,  £  S^s i  e d i t i o n ,  i ,  146 .
0 /  A l-M a q r iz i,  o p . o l t *
— — —. y  •
I b n  S u r a i j ,  o r  Abu Yahya  r U b a i d a l l a h  i b n  S u r a i j  ( o a .
A
6 3 4  -  7 2 6 )  was  t h e  s o n  o f  a  T u r k i s h  s l a v e  b o r n  a t  M ec c a .
HO was  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu U a u f a l  i b n  r Abd a l - M u t £ a l i b  
o r  t h e  B a n u ^ l - H a r i t h  i b n  cAbd a l - M u t t a l i b .  He h a d  b o o n  
t a u g h t  m u s i c  by I b n  Mi-'- j a h  and h a d  r e c e i v e d
i n s t r u c t i o n  f r o m  T u w a is  a t  A l - M e d i n a ,  w h e r e  he  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  
t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  r Azza  a l - M a i l a -* R e t u r n i n g  t o  M e c c a ,  he  
t o o k  u p o n , t h e  c a l l i n g  o f  a  n a * ilj. ( s i n g e r  o f  e l e g i e s ) ,  a n d  we 
f i n d  h im  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  f U thm an .  At t h i s  t i m e  h e  o n l y  s a n g  
t h e  i m p r o v i s a t i o n  (m u r t a j a l )  t o  t h e  r h y t h m i c  a c c o m p a n i m e n t
o f  t h e  q.adi b  o r  r h y t h m i c  wand.. Up t o  h i s  f o r t i e t h  y e a r  he
<
was p r a c t i c a l l y  l i t t l e  k now n ,  b u t  i n  Htttfe 683  h e  a t t r a c t e d  
a t t e n t i o n  by h i s  e l e g y  ( n a u h ) o n  t h e  s l a i n  a t  A i - M e d l n a  o f  
t h a t  y e a r .  I m m e d i a t e l y ,  he  s p r a n g  i n t o  f a m e ,  a n d  S u k a i n a  
b i n t  a l - H u s a i n  becam e h i s  p a t r o n e s s .
We h a v e  a l r e a d y  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a b o u t  6 8 4 ,  I b n  S u r a i j  
t o o k  u p  t h e  P e r s i a n  l u t e ,  b e i n g  " t h e  f i r s t  i n  M ecca  t o  p l a y  
A r a b i a n  m u s i c  o n  i t ’1. T h i s  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  a  p u p i l  o f  h i s  named A l - Q h a r i d ,  h a d  a l r e a d y  
o u t s h o n e  h im  a s  mftiiiiijfl&Mfe n a M h ,  l e d  h im  t o  becom e  a n  
o r d i n a r y  m u s i c i a n  (g^u g h a n n l ) . I n  t h i s  s p h e r e  h e  was 
e q u a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  and  won t h e  p r i z e  a t  a  c o m p e t i t i o n  
b e f o r e  S u l a i m a n  ( a f t e r w a r d s  r h a l i f )  a t  M e c c a ,  k h a l i f  
A l - W a l i d  I  ( 7 0 5 - 1 5 )  i n v i t e d  h im  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a t  D a m a s c u s ,  
w h e re  t h e  m u s i c i a n  was  l o d g e d  i n  a  s p l e n d i d  p a v i l i o n ,  a n d  
l o a d e d  w i t h  h o n o u r s .  On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  M ecca  h o w e v e r ,  h e  
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  new g o v e r n o r ,  U a f i c i b n  f A^.qama, h a d  
f o r b i d d e n  m u s i c  a n d  w in e  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  y e t  so g r e a t  was 
t h e  p r e s t i g e  o f  I b n  S u r a i j ,  t h a t  t h e  o r d i n a n c e  was  
r e l a x e d  i n  h i s  f a v o u r .
A1 A l - I s f a h a n l ,  i i ,  1 7 4 j i i i ,  84$. x v i .  .14 .  I b n  r Afcd R a b b i h i  
X*. C f .  K o s e g a r t e n ,  L i b ve a n t . , 1 2 .  D e r t t a j w a ® ^  Mus^ A r a b .  , 4 5 7
O'  He c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  h a v e ^ wu^ g ^ s l A^AiOUse/ :  na^ i f  A l - H a d i  
( 7 8 5 - 6 )  a s  A l - I s f a h a n i  s u g g e s t s  ( v i ,  6 7 ) .
Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b  nam es  I b n  S u r a i j  a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e
" f o u r  g r e a t  s i n g e r s "  o f  I s l a m .  H ish am  i b n  M i r y a  s a i d , -
"A f t e r  t h e  P r o p h e t  D a v i d ,  A l l a h  c r e a t e d  no m u s i c i a n
c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  I b n  S u r a i j " .  He was  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e
s u p r e m e  e x p o n e n t  o f  th e  r.amal  r h y t h m i c  m o d e ,  w h i l s t  h i s
f a m o u s  " S e v e n  S o n g s "  r i v a l l e d  t h o s e  o f  Mac fc>ad.^
A l - G h a r i d  ( d . c a . 7 1 5 - 2 4 )  was  t h e  n i c k n a m e  ( m e a n i n g
" t h e  g o o d  s i n g e r " ) ^ *  o f  Abu Y a z I d 3/^ ( o r  Abu Mar wan) fAbd a l -
M a l i k ,  who b e l o n g e d  to  a  B a r b a r y  f a m i l y  o f  s l a v e s .  He was
a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  s i s t e r s  known a s  t h e  rA ba la3 t ,  b u t
p a s s e d  i n t o ,  t h e  h a n d s  o f  S u k a i n a  b i n t  a l - H u s a i n ,  who h a d  h im
t r a i n e d  a s  a  n a 1 i h  b y  I b n  S u r a i j .  He t h e n  p e r s e v e r e d  w i t h
*
t h e  s o n g  p r o p e r  ( g h i n a 1 ) a n d  s o o n  becam e a  s e r i o u s  r i v a l
to  h i s  t e a c h e r .  We t h e n  f i n d  n im  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  A l - W a l ? d  I
( 7 0 5 - 1 5 )  a t  D a m a s c u s ,  a n d  we r e a d  o f  h im  a c c o m p a n y i n g
h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  p a d i b .  d u f f ,  o r  .f>ud.
When t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  M e c c a ,  U a f i r i b n  r A lq am a ,  i s s u e d
h i s  d e c r e e  a g a i n s t  m u s i c  a n d  w i n e ,  A l - G h a r i d  was  c o m p e l l e d
t o  s e e k  r e f u g e  i n  A l -Y a m a n ,  w h e r e  h e  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  d i e d
d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  S u l a i m a n  ( 7 1 5 - 1 7 ) .  I n  a n o t h e r  a c c o u n t
— 4
h o w e v e r ,  h e  i s  m e n t i o n e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 - 2 4 ) . / '  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  A l - G h a r i d  d i e d  a t  a  f e s t i v e ,  
g a t h e r i n g  i n  t h e  bosom  o f  h i s  f a m i l y .  He h a d  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  
s i n g i n g  t o  t h e m ,  when  " t h e  j i n n  ( g e n i i )  t w i s t e d  h i s  n e c k  
a n d  h e  d i e d ?  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b  & Huna i 'n  a l - H l r l  c l a i m  t h a t  
A l - G h a r i d  was  o n e  o f  t h e  " f o u r  g r e a t  s i n g e r s "  o f  I s l a m . ^
y ,  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  $ ,  9 7 - 1 2 9 .
K o s e g a r t e n ,  L i b . C a n t .  , 1 4 .  Do P e r c e v a l ,  y u s . A r a b e a .  , 4 6 0 .  
y  / o s e g a r t e n  h a s  Abu Z a i d .
Y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 1 - 1 2 .  5 /  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 7 ,
6 / A l - I s f a h a n l ,  i i ,  1 2 8 - 4 8 .  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  
" f o u r  g r e a t  s i n g e r s "  w e r e , -  I b n  S u r a i j , ' i b n  M u h a r r a r ,  
A l - G h a r i d ,  & M a* b a d .  rU b a i d  i b n  H u n a i n  a l - H l r l  s a y s  
t h a t  t h e y  w e r e , -  I b n  S u r a i j ,  A l - G h a r i d ,  Marb a d ,  a n d  
j j u n a i n  a l - H i r i .  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l l  s a y s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e , -  
I b n  S u r a i j \ I b n  M u h a r r a r ,  M ar b a d ,  a n d  M a l i k .  C f .
A l - B u h t u r i ,  D iwan  ( E d i t . A H , 1 5 0 0 ) ,  i i , 1 6 0 , 1 9 5 , 2 1 8 .
r 1/ -  -  
M a ' b a d , ~ ‘ w as  a  m u l a t t o ,  w h o se  f u l l  nam© was  Abu f Abbad
M af b a d  I b n  Wahb ( d . 7 4 5 ) .  He w as  a  f r e e m a n  o f  f Abd a l -Rai^man
i b n  Q a j a n ,  and  b e l o n g e d  t o  A l -M © d in a .  As a  y o u t h ,  h e  was
an acc30untant, but havin g  taken  s in g in g  le s s o n s  from S a* ib
K h a t h i r ,  N a t h i t ,  an :  vujuu J a m i l a ,  no v i s i t e d  S y r i a ,  P e r  l a ,  &
E g y p t ,  o n  a  s o r t  o f  m u s i c a l  p i l g r i m a g e .  R e t u r n i n g  to  h i s
n a t i v e  c i t y ,  h e  s o o n  made a  nam e,  an d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  f Abd
a l - M a l i k  ( 6 8 5 - 7 0 5 )  he  c a r r i e d  o f f  f i r s t  p r i z e  a t  a  t o u r n a m e n t
o f  s o n g  o r g a n i s e d  by I b n  S a f w a n ,  a n o b l e  o f  t h e  Q u r a i .  n .
He s a n g  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  Al-WaL I d  I  ( 7 0 g l l 5 ) ,  Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 - 2 * ) *
an d  A l - W a l l d  I I  ( 7 4 5 - 4 4 ) .  Y a z i d  I I  t r e a t e d  M af b a d  w i t h
u n h e a r d - o f  f a v o u r s .  He s a i d  t o  Maf b a d  o n e  d a y ,  t h a t  h e  h a d
n o t i c e d  i n  h i s  c o m p o s i t i o n s  a  c e r t a i n  s t r e n g t h  ( % a t a n a )
an d  s o l i d i t y ,  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h o s e  o f  I b n  S u r a i j ,
w hose  w o r k s  a p p e a r e d  t o  h im  t o  be m o r e  p l i a b l e  ( i n h i n a*
#
a n d  t e n d e r  ( l a y y i n ) . To t h i s ' M a cb a d  r e p l i e d , -  tfI b n
S u r a i j  c u l t i v a t e s  a  l i g h t  ( k h a f i f )  s t y l e ,  W i i l s t  I  a d o p t
a  g r a n d i o s e  ( k aml l  tamm) mode* He m o v es  t o w a r d s  t h e  E a s t ,
a n d  I  t o w a r d s  t h e  W e s t !?. / ^  Upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  I b n  S u r a i j
( o a . 7 2 6 )  M acb a d  became t h e  l e a d i n g  s i n g e r ,  an d  when  A l - W a l i d
I I  was  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  ( 7 4 5 ) ,  t h e  a g e d  Maf b a d  was
i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a t  D a m a s c u s .  H e r e  h e  was  r e c e i v e d  w i t h
h o n o u r ,  a n d  a  g i f t  o f  1 2 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d j  He w as  com m anded
to  a t t e n d  t h e  c o u r t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  b u t  he  was  i l l  when h e
a r r i v e d ,  a n d  p a r a l y s i s  i n t e r v e n e d ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  h e  was
l o d g e d  i n  t h e  p a l a c e  i t s e l f ,  w i t h  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  a t t e n t i o n
p a i d  h i m ,  h e  d i e d .  A t  h i s  f u n e r a l ,  t h e  K h a l i f  a n d  h i s
b r o t h e r  A l - G h a m r ,  d r e s s e d  i n  s i m p l e  t u n i c s ,  w a l k e d  i n  f r o n t
-
o f  t h e  b i e r ,  w h i l s t  t h e  r e n o w n e d  s o n g s t r e s s  S a l l a m a  a l - o a s s ,
! / 3 ^ / S W  C c U .)  j  I
y ,  B u r t o n £  A r a b i a n  M i g h t s ,  i i i ,  2 5 2 ,  w r i t e s  M a( a b i a .
a - . ^ ’ De P & r o e v a l ,  M u s . A r a b e s ,  4 8 8 .
5 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  1 1 6 .
o n e  o f  M ar b a d ’ s  p u p i l s ,  c h a n t e d  on© o f  h i s  e l e g i e s .
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  s a i d , — ”H a rb a d  was a c o n su m m ate  s i n g e r  $
M n M t g  a n d  h i s  c o m p o s i t i o n s  r e v e a l  a t a l e n t  s u p e r i o r  t o  a l l
h i s  r i v a l s ” . A p o e t  o f  A l - M 0 d in a  s a i d , -
”T u w a i s ,  a n d  a f t e r  h i m ,  I b n  S u r a i j ,  w e r e  m a s t e r s ,
B u t  i t  i s  M af b a d  who d e s e r v e s  t h e  p r e m i e r  r a n k , ”
P o e t s  l i k e  A l - B u h t u r i  a n d  Abu. Tammam knew t h e  w o r t h  o f
l | a f b a d  i n  A r a b i a n  m u s i c ,  Among h i s  f a m o u s  s o n g s  w e r e
O /
t h o s e  known a s  t h e  ”S e v e n  F o r t r e s s e s ” o r  ”S e v e n  C i t i e s ” , / *
w h i l s t  f i v e  o t h e r s  w e r e  c e l e b r a t e d  a s  t h e  M afb a d a t . ^  Among
h i s  p u p i l s  w e r e , -  I b n  r A l i s h a , M a l i k ,  S a l l a m a  a l - Q a s s ,
H a b b a b a ,  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b ,  a n d  S i y y a t .  ^
I b n  1 A l i s h a ,  o r  m o re  p r o p e r l y ,  Abu J a f f a r  Muhammad
i b n  f A ' i s h a  ( d . <o a , 7 4 5 ) ,  b e l o n g e d  to  A l - M e d i n a ,  a n d  was t h e
s o n  o f  1 A l i s h a  ( h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  name b e i n g  unknow n)  a  f e m a l e
h a i r d r e s s e r  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  A l - h a t h i r  i b n  a l - S a l t  a l - K i n d i
/  •  •
I n  m u s i c ,  Mar b a d  an d  j a rai l a  w e r e  h i s  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  h e  
p o s s e s s e d  a  v o i c e  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  q u a l i t y . * ^  We r e a d  o f  
h i s  m u s i c a l  a b i l i t i e s  a s e a r l y  a s  f Abd a l - M a l i k  (6 8 5 -7 0 5 )^ /
At t h e  c o u r t s  o f  Y a z i d  ( 7 2 0 - 2 4 )  a n d  A l - W a l i d  ( 7 4 3 - 4 4 )  he  
c r e a t e d  a d e e p  i m p r e s s i o n .  I n d e o d ,  t h e  f o r m e r  was  so  
c o m p l e t e l y  r a v i s h e d  by  t h e  m u s i c  o f  I b n  f A’ i s h a ,  t h a t  h e  
g a v e  v e n t  t o  e x c l a m a t i o n s ,  i n  h i s  e c s t a s y ,  t h a t  w e r e  
deem ed  i m p i o u s . ^  At A l - W a l i d ’ s  c o u r t ,  he  was w i n e - b i b b i n g  
o n e  e v e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  K h a l i f 1s  b r o t h e r  A l-G ham r  o n  a b a l c o n y ,  
when q u a r r e l \ < a ,  A s t r u g g l e  e n s u e d ,  a n d  t h e  m u s i c i a n  was  
t h r o w n  o r  f e l l  o v e r  t h e  b a l c o n y  a n d  was  k i l l e d .  T h i s  i s  s a i d  
t o  h a v e  b©on a b o u t  7 4 5 . ^  I b n  a l - K a l b i  s a y s  o f  I b n  f A ' i s h a , -
1 /  A l - B u h t u r l ,  U i w a n , i i ,  1 6 0 , 1 9 5 , 2 1 8 .  Abu lammam, l i ;wan 
( B a i r u  t  E d i  t . ) ,  1 0 3 .
2 /  A l - I § f a h a n i , y i i i ,  9 1 .  5 /  I b n  K h a i l i k a n ,  i i ,  5 7 4 .
4* A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  1 9 - 2 9 .  I b n  f Ab<i R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 7 .
^  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i i i ,  127.- % \/  A l - M a s * u d l ,  v i ,  9 - 1 0 .
6 /  C f . A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  1 7 , 5 4  v i i i ,  8 6 .
’’H© was  t h e  b e s t  c f  m a n k i n d  i n  s i n g i n g ” , w h i l s t  h i s  b r i l l i a n t  
s t y l e  g a v e  r i s e  to  t h e  s a y i n g , -  ’’L i k e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  s c n g  
o f  I b n  f Ar i s h a ” . D u r i n g  h i s  r e c i t a l s ,  h e  w o u l d  p r e f a c e  A t e  
t h e  p o r f o r m a j c e  w i t h  a n  e x p l a n a t o r y  l e c t u r e  o n  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  
h i s  s o n g ^ ,  t h e  m u s i c ,  an d  i t s  c o m p o s e r . '
Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b ,  o r  Y u n i s  i b n  S u l a i m a n  ( d . u a . 7 6 5 ) ,  
was  a  f r e e m a n  o f  f Amr i b n  a l - Z u b a i r .  He was  t h e  s o n  o f  a 
l a w y e r  o f  P e r s i a n  o r i g i n ,  and  was b r o u g h t  u p  i n  A l - M e d i n a ,  
w h e r e  h e  becam e  a n  o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  s e r v i c e ,  h e n c e  
h i s  s u r n a m e  a l - ^ a t i b  ( ” t h e ^ s c r i b e ”] . At f i r s t ,  m u s i c  was 
m e r e l y  a  p a s t i m e ,  b u t  a f t e r  s t u d y i n g  u n d e r  I b n  M u h a r r a r , « I b n  
S u r a i j ,  A l - G h a r i d ,  a n d  Muhammad i b n " f Abbad a l - K a t i b , f t  h e  
became a  g o o d  a l l - r o u n d  m u s i c i a n ,  e v e n  so  p r o f i c i e n t  a s  t o  
a r o u s e  t h e  j e a l o u s l y  o f  I b n  f A l i s h a .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f
H ish am  (7 2 4 —4 5 )  h e  was  p a t r o n i s e d  b y  t h e  K h a l i f ! s  n ep h ew ,
—  5/  ' - -
a f t e r w a r d s  A l - W ^ l i d  I I . V* u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h e  g o t  i n t o  t r o u b l e
w i t h  t h e  ’’a u t h o r i t i e s ” , by  r e a s o n  o f  h a v i n g  s e t  t o  m u s i c
some v e r s e s  a b o u t  a  y o u n g  l a d y  o f  n o b l e  b i r t h  named Z a i n a b .
w h ic h  h a d  become p o p u l a r  a s  t h e  Z a y a n i b .  The l a d y ’ s  f a m i l y
w e r e  i n c e n s e d  a t  s u c h  a  l i b e r t y  b e i n g  t a k e n  w i t h  h e r  nam e ,
an d  Y u n i s  h a d  t o  f l e e  t h e  c o u n t r y .
On t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  A l - W a l i d  I I  ( 7 4 5 )  Y u n i s  r e t u r n e d
a n d  was  i n v i t e d  t o  th e  k h a l i f a t e  c o u r t ,  w h e re  h e  r e m a i n e d
u n t i l  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h i s  p l e a s u r e  l o v i n g  m o n a r c h  i n  7 4 4 .
Of  Y u n i s  a f t e r  t h i s  we h a v e  no t r a c e ,  b u t  h e  i s
b e l i e v e d  to  h a v e  l i v e d  u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r e i g n  o f
A l - M a n s u r  ( 7 5 4 - 7 5 ) .
1/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  6 2 - 7 9 .  I b n  r Ab<i R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 7 .  I n  
t h e  i n d e x  to  De M eynard ’s P r a i r i e s  d ’o r ,  t h e  s i n g e r  
I b n  c A1 i s h a  i s  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n i s t  & o t h e r s  
o f  the  same name.
2/, A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 5 .
^  The  f u l l  s t o r y  o f  t h i s  i s  t o l d  i n  t h e  6 8 4 t h  W i g h t  o f  t h e  
T h o u s a n d One^ NiglijLs ( B ur  t o n , i v , 5 1 5 ) .
The c h i e f  m e r i t  o f  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b  w a s / o n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  ;~ ide,  
s i n c e  h e  was  q u i t e  a  g o o d  p o e t  f lp* f l££it h o o k s  on  m u s i c  a r e  
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  F i h r l a t  a s  f o l l o w s , -  a  K i t a b  a l - n a gham
— - Si
(B<->uk o f  M e l o d i e s )  ^ / a  K l t a b  a l - q i y a n  (Book  o f  S i n g i n g - G i r g s ) .
The
f i r s t - n a m e d , s a y s  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  was  t h e  ;?f i r s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
m u s i c  ( g a i l n a 7 ) !t.  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y .  t h e  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  to  
c o l l e c t  A r a b i a n  s o n g s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e i r  m e l o d i e s ,  m o d e s ,  a u t h o r s ,  a n d  c o m p o s e r s .  Among t h e  
p u p i l s  o f  Y u n i s  w e r e , -  S i y y a t  a n d  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l l .
M a l i k  was  an  A rab  o f  t h e  Banu T a i 1 , w h o se  f u l l  name 
w as  Abu W a l i d  M a l i k  i b n  A b i , l ^ S a m h  J a b i r y  ( d . c a . 7 5 4 ) .
He was b o r n  i n  t n e  m o u n t a i n  home o f  t h e  t r i b e ,  h i s  f a t h e r  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Banu T h u f l ,  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  T a i ’ ,  w h i l s t  
h i s  m o t h e r  was  o f  t h e  Banu Makhzum, a n d  so  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  
Q u r a i s h .  M a l i k  c o u l d  t h u s ^ c l a i m  t o  b e  o f  n o b l e  b i r t h  ,  b u t  
h i s  f a m i l y  w e r e  p o o r ,  a n d  y o u n g  M a l i k  was  a d o p t e d  by t h e  
f a m o u s  a r t  p a t r o n  f A b d a l l a h  i b n  J a f f a r .  One d a y ,  M a l i k
[ Tkcc c 0-a.cC^  _  . .
h e a r d  t h e  f a m o u s ^ s i h g  a t  t h e  p a l a c e  o f  Hamza i b n  f A b d a l l a h  Jrh 
a l - Z u b a i r  i n  684-, a n d  becam e  so  e n r a p t u r e d  t h a t  he  a s k e d  
l e a v e  t o  t a k e  l e s s o n s  i n  s i n g i n g .  He s o o n  a s t o n i s h e d  p e o p l e  
by b e i n g  a b l e  t o  s i n g  t h e  s o n g s  o f  Mar b a d  n o t e  f o r  n o t e ,  a n d  
was i m m e d i a t e l y  f a v o u r e d  b y  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  n o b i l i t y . ^  I n  
com pany  w i t h  Maf b a d  a n d  I b n  f A l i s h a ,  h e  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  Y a z i d  
I I  ( 7 2 0 - 2 4 ) ^ *  a n d  A l - W a l l d  I I  ( 7 4 5 - 4 4 ) ,  t h e  l a t t e r  m a k i n g  
v e r s e s  u p o n  h i m .  ^
He a t t a c h e d  h i m s e l f  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  H a s h i m i  f a m i l y  o f  
S u l a i m a n  i b n  rAlI, a n d  o n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r A b b a s i d s  
t o  t h e  K h a l i f a t e  i n  7 5 0 ,  when S u l a i m a n  b ecam e  G o v e r n o r  o f
y .  B r o o k e l m a n n ,  i ,  49 
2/% A l - F i h r i s  t A i ,  1 4 5 .
5^ A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i ,  7 .
Af De P e r c e v a l  s a y s  t h a t  M a l i k  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  bm ayyad  
c o u r t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  H a s h i m i t e  l e a n i n g s .  j f o s . A r a b e s , 4 9 9
Xt Al—I s f a h a n  I, IV, 1 7 1 .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i ,  6 5 ,  1 6 6 :  x ,  1 7 0 ,
/ a ^ t
t h e  L o w e r ^ T i g r i s ,  M a l i k  a c c o m p a n i e d  h im  t o  h i s  s e a t  a t  
B a s r a .  A f t e r  a  s h o r t  s t a y  h o w e v e r ,  he  r e t u r n e d  t o  A l - M e d i n a  
w h e r e  h e  d i e d  a b o u t  7 5 4  a t  t h e  a d v a n c e d  a g e  o f  e i g h t y . ^  
M a l i k  w as  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  an  a r t i s t e o f  t h e  f i r s t  r a n k ,  a t  a n y  
r a t e  a s  a  s i n g e r , a s  h e  d i d  n o t  p l a y  t h e  l u t e  ( fu d l . r  
f A t a r r a d ,  Abu H a r u n  ( d . c a . 7 8 6 )  was  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  
A n s a r  a n d  a  p u p i l  o f  M ar b a d .  He was  h e l d  i n  h i g h  e s t e e m  a t  
A l - M 9 d ln a  by  r e a s o n  o f  h i s  l e g a l  e r u d i t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  
m u s i c .  He was " p r e - e m i n e n t l y  a g o o d  s i n g e r  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  a  
f i n e  v o i c e " .  We r e a d  o f  h im  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b o s t  
f a m i l i e s  i n  A l - M e d i n a ,  i n c l u d i n g  S u l a i m a n  i b n  f A l i .  When 
A l - W a l i d  was  K h a l i f  ( 7 4 5 - 4 4 ) ,  h e  was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  
a t  D a m a s c u s ,  w h e r e  h i s  m u s i c  so  a f f e c t e d  t h e  k h a l i f  t h a t  he  
t o r e  h i s  r o b e s  i n  t w a i n  i n  h i s  e x c i t e m e n t .  f A t a r r a d  was 
r e w a r d e d  w i t h  a  t h o u s a n d  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d ,  t h e  K h a l i f  s a y i n g ,  
"When y o u  r e t u r n  t o  A l - M e d i n a  you  may f e e l  i n c l i n e d  to  s a y , -  
51 h a v e  s u n g  b e f o r e  t h e  Commander o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l /  a n d  so  
e n t r a n c e d  h im t h a t  h e  t o r e  h i s  g a r m e n t s 5 , b u t  by  A l l a h ,  i f  
a  w o rd  e s c a p e d  y c u f l . i p s  o f  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  s e e n ,  y o u  w i l l  l o s e  
y o u r  h o a d " / ^ *  f A t a r r a d  l i v e d  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  r e i g n  o f  
A l -M a h d i  ( 7 5 5 )  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  i n t o  t h a t  o f  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) , D/̂
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i V ,  1 6 8 - 7 5 ) .  $ 4  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  9 8 , 1 5 1 .
C/ I b n  f Ab& R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 7 .  At f i r s t  he o n l y  s a n g  t h e  
" i m p r o v i s a t i o n "  (n f r u r t a j a l ) ,  a n d  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  Mar b a d
h a d  t o  r e c t i f y  h i s  s o n g s  f o r  h im .
Tfc A s i m i l a r  s t o r y ' i s  t o l d  o f  Maf b a d .  A K h a l i f  s a i d  t o  h i m , -  
" I f  y o u  w i s h  t o  c o n t i n u e  to  r e c e i v e  t h e  f a v o u r s ,  o f  
k i n g s ,  g u a r d  t h e i r  s e c r e t s " .
S /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  9 6 - 9 .
Among t h e  f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  Umayyad e r a  t h e r e  
.wero o u t s  t a n n i n g  n a m e s , Sa l  1 ama a l - Q a s s ,  u a b b a ^ a ,
a n d  o a i l  ama u i —Znrcju^
^  " _
u a l i a m a  a l —Q a ss  was  a  s i n g i n g —g i r l  o f  a  Q u r a i s h i  noble o f
t h e  Banu Z u h r a  named S u h a i l .  S he  w as  a  h a n d so m e  h a l f —c a s t e  
o f  A l - M e d i n a , .  who c o u n t e d  among h e r  t e a c h e r s , -  J a m i l a ,
JM a f b a d ,  I b n  < A U s h a ,  a n d  M a l i k .  At t h e  d e a t h  o f  S u h a i l ,  
s h e  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h i s  s o n  M u s f a b ,  who s o l d  
h e r  t o  Y a z i d  I I ,  w h i l s t  h e  w as  a  p r i n c e 5 f o r  50 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  
g o l d .  Y a z i d  was  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  S a l l a m a ,  b u t  
when h e  b e cam e  K h a l i f ,  h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  h i s  a f f e c t i o n s  t o  
a n o t h e r  s i n g i n g - g i r l ,  H a b b a b a .  S a l l a m a  a l - Q a s s  c o n t i n u e d  
a t  c o u r t  u n d e r  s u c c e s s i v e  k h a l i f s .
H a b b a b a ,  t h e  s e c o n d  f a v o u r i t e  o f  Y a z i d  I I ,  w as  
p u r c h a s e d  when h e  w as  a  p r i n c e  f r o m j j b n  Rummana ( o r  I b n  M in a )  
o f  t h e  B anu  L a s h i k ,  f o r  4 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d .  T h i s  d i s p l e a s e d  
h i s  b r o t h e r  t h e  k h a l i f  S u l a i m a n ,  and  Y a z i d  h a d  t o  s e n d  h e r  
b a c k .  When Y a z i d  a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  ( 7 2 q ) h e  s e n t  f o r  
n a b ; : a b a ,  a n d  s u e  became h i s  c o n s t a n t  c o m p a n i o n  u n t i l .  U j u u  r  
d e a t h  i n  7 2 4 .  Y a z i d  w as  p r o s t r a t e d  w i t h  g r i e f ,  a n d  f o r  d a y s  
h e  c l u n g  t o  t h e  c o r p s e .  He n e v e r  l i f t e d  h i s  h e a d  a g a i n ,  a n d  
was  d e a d  w i t h i n  a w e e k .
\ A 3 i
V A A A A A M M A M M M A A a M  # been  t a u g h t  by
f Azza  a l - M a i l a >  ( ? ) ,  j a mI l a ,  I b n  M u h a r r a r ,  I b n  S u r a i j ,  \
Ma ( a n ,  a n d  M a l i k .
y m A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  1 1 5 - 1 7 .  A l - M a s fu d l ,  v ,  4 4 6 ,  &c.
2 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x l i i ,  1 5 4 - 6 5 ,  A l - M a s f u d l ,  v ,  4 4 7 ,  7 c .
/ 0  b  -
J a m i l a  ( d . c a . 7 2 Q )  was  a  f r e e w o m a n  o f  t h e  Banu S u l a i m ,  o r  
r a t h e r  t h e  B a n u  B a h z ,  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h i s  t r i b e .  W h i l s t  s h e  
was  w i t h  t h i s  f f a E ^ l y | l a ^ t ^  S a ? i b  n h a t h i r  was  t h e i r  
n e i g h b o u r ,  a n d  J a m i l a  w a s  c l e v e r  e n o u g h  t o  m e m o r i s e  t h ea y
n o t e s  ( n a g l j b a t )  o f  h i s  s o n g s ,  a n d  o n e  d a y  s u r p r i s e d  h e r
m i s t r e s s  b y  s i n g i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s o n g s  o f  S a v i b ,  h u t  a l s o
a  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  h e r  own.?'* A l - M e d i n a  s o o n  r a n g  w i t h  t h e
p r a i s e s  o f  t h e  new s i n g e r ,  a n d  s h e  b ecam e  i n  g r e a t  demand a s
a  t e a c h e r ,  when a  c ro w d  o f  f e m a l e  s l a v e s  f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s
h o u s e h o l d s  w e r e  p l a c e d  u n d e r - h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  By t h i s  m e a n s
J a m i l a  g a i n e d  h e r  f r e e d o m ,  a n d ,  h a v i n g  m a r r i e d ,  s h e
e s t a b l i s h e d  h e r s e l f  i n  a  s p l e n d i d  h o u s e  w h i c h  s o o n  became
t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  d i l e t t a n t e
o f  A l - M e d i n a  a n d  M e c c a .  Many m u s i c i a n s  o f  l a t e r  f a m e ,  s u c h
a s  I b n  M u s j a h ,  I b n  M ^ J P t e T l b n  S u r a i j ,  A l - G h a r i d ^  | f a r b a d ,
I b n  r A1i s h a ,  an d  M a l i k ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o e t s  f Umar i b n  A b i
R a b i f a ,  A l - A h w a s ,  a n d  A l - f A r j i ,  w e r e  f r e q u e n t  a u d i t o r s  a t
h e r  c o n c e r t s ,  a n d  some i n d e e d ,  w e r e  p u p i l s .  One o f  t h e
g r e a t e s t  e v e n t s  i n  h e r  c a r e e r  was  h e r  f a m o u s  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  
M e c c a ,  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e w i t  w i t h . '
A l t h o u g h  t h e  d a t e s  o f  Al—i s f a h a n i  a r e  r a t h e r  c o n f u s i n g
we c a n  b e  f a i r l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  J a m i l a  f l o u r i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e
f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d .  I n  o n e  p l a c e  s h e  i s
m e n t i o n e d  a s  h a v i n g  s u n g  b e f o r e  f Umar I  ( 6 3 4 —4 4 ) , ®  a n d
i n  a n o t h e r  a s  s i n g i n g  t h e  v e r s e s  o f  A l-A hw as  b e f o r e^ * »
Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 - 4 ) .  T u w a i s  ( d . 7 1 Q )  a n d  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l l  
( b .  7 4 2 )  a r e  i n c l u d e d  among t h o s e  who t o o k  p a r t  i n  h e r  
p i l g r i m a g e ,  w h i c h  i s  o b v i o u s l y  i n c o r r e c t .  C l e a r l y ,  s h e  
d i d  n o t  l i v e  l a t e r  t h a n  Al-Wai I d  I  ( d . 7 1 5 ) .  J a m i l a  h e l d  a  
h i g h  p l a c e  i n  A r a b i a n  m u s i c ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  a  t e a c h e r .
Maf b a d  s a i d , -  ,fI n  t h e  a r t  o f  m u s i c  ( g h i n a 1 ) J a m i l a  i s  t h e  
t r e e ,  a n d  we a r e  t h e  b r a n c h e s ’*
Jjs. A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 2 4 - 4 8 .
Xk A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 8 8 .
0 ,  A l - I  f  f  an  an I ,  \  i  i ,  1 4 8 .
S a l l a m a  a l - Z a r q a ^ w a s  a  p u p i l  o f  J a m i l a ,  a n d  t o o n  p a r t  i n  
h e r  c e l e b r a t e d  f e t e s .  She  came t o  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Y a z i d  I  
( 6 8 0 - 8 5 )  a n d  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  p o e t  M -A h w a s  
who h a d  f a l l e n  i n  l o v e  w i t h  h e r .  S h e  was  a  c e l e b r a t e d  
b e a u t y  a s  w e l l  a s  an  a c c o m p l i s h e d  s i n g e r ,  a n d  p a s s e d  i n t o  
t h e  h a n d s  o f  s e v e r a l  m a s t e r s .  We f i n d  h e r  f i n a l l y  a t  t h e  szrz 
c o u r t  o f  Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 - 2 4 ) . ^  H e r  s i s t e r  R a y y a 1 a l s o
won seme f a m e .
5/  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  8 9 - 9 0 .  I f  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  A l - I s f a h a n i  /* ^  • 7 7 •
( x ? : i ,  5 )  o f  h e r  b e i n g  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Y a z i d  I I  ( C f .  
G u i d i ,  5 8 1 ,  who s a y s  Y a z i d  I I I )  i s  c o r r e c t ,  s h e  m u s t  
h a v e  b e e n  a fcou t  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e .
M /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  7 , 9 .
Among t h e  l e s s e r  m u s i c i a n s  o f  t h e  Umayyad p e r i o d  a r e  s e v e r -  
- a l  who d e s e r v e  n o t i c e .
Muhammad i h n  r Abbad a l —K a i i b ,  a f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu 
Makhzum, was o n e  o f  t h e  g o o d  s i n g e r s  o f  A i - H i j a z .  He i s  
s p e c i a l l y  m e n t i o n e d  by A l - I s f a h a n i  on  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  i n t e r -  
—v i e w  w i t h  M a l i k  i b n  Anas  ( d . 7 9 5 ) ,  He was  a l s o  o n e  o f  t n e  
t e a c h e r s  o f  Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b .  He d i e d  a t  B ag h d ad  i n  t h e  
r e i g n  o f  A l - M a h d l  ( 7 7 5 - 8 5 ) .
f Amr i b n  fUthman i b n  X A b i1l - K a n n a t ,  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  
c f  I b n  f A1 i s h a ,  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  a  p h e n o m i n a l  v o i c e .  T h e r e
i s  a  s t o r y  o f  i t s  w o n d e r f u l  p o w e r ,  a n d  how a  p r o c e s s i o n  o f
p i l g r i m s  w as  h e l d  u p  by  i t s  c h a r m . ^
I b n  T u n b u r a  w as  a  m u s i c i a n  who came f r o m  A i-Y a m a n ,  &
•  7
he  i s  c l a s s e d  among t h e  m o s t  s k i l f u l  e x e c u t a n t s  i n  t h e  h a z a j
r h y t h m i c  m c d e . ^  He may h a v e  b e e n  t h e  s o n  o f  N a f i r a l -
T u n b u r a  who b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  -’O r t h o d o x  k h a l i f a t e ”
•
A l - B u r d a n  w as  a  p u p i l  o f  M af b a d ,  a n d  was  c o n t e m p o r a r y
w i t h  f Azza  a l - M a i l a ^ ,  J a m i l a .  a n d  I b n  M u h a r r a r .  I t  was
t h r o u g h  h im  t h a t / c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
Umayyad s c h o o l  w e r e  p a s s e d  o n  t o  t h e  v i r t u o s i  o f  t n e  
f A b b a s i d  c o u r t .  I n  h i s  o l d  ags h e  g a v e  u p  h h e  m u s i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  be ca m e  an i n s p e c t o r  o f  m a r k e t s  i n  A l - M e d i n a . ^  
Y ahya  Q a i l ' ^ w a s  a  f r e e m a n  c f  t h e  f a m o u s  r A b a l a t  
f a m i l y .  He gave  m u s i c  l e s s o n s  t o  K h a l i f  A i - W a l i d  I I  ( 7 4 3 - 4 4 )  
a n d  t h i s  d u r i n g  a  p i l g r i m a g e  to  M e c c a ,  w h i c h  s c a n d a l i z e d  t n e  
d e v o u t . ? ^
y> A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 5 - 1 6 . -
2/- A l - I s f  a h a n i , x v i i i ,  1 2 6 - 8 .
¥ I b n  r AbU R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 7 .
* A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 3 5 .
V. A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 6 8 - 9
y G u i d i  w r i t e s  -foil* w h i l s t  H u a r t  K o s e g a r t e n  h a s  Q a i l ,
( A r a b . i i i , , ,  5 8 )
2/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  1 1 - 1 2  v i i i , 1 6 2 .
fUmar a l - W a d i ,  whose r e a l  name was flJmar  i b n  DSTu d  i b n  
Z a d h a n ,  was  a f r e e m a n  o f  f Amr i b n  rU thm an i&n r A f f a n .  He i s  
s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  m u h a n d i s  i ^ e .  a  g e o m e t r i c i a n ,  a n d  m u s t  
t h e r e f o r e  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  be  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
t h i s  a r t  among t h e  A r a b s , A s  a  m u s i c i a n  h e  was  a  g r e a t  
f a v o u r i t e  w i t h  A i - W a l l d  I I  ( 7 4 3 - 4 4 )  who c a l l e d  h i m , -  ’’The 
j o y  Of my l i f e ” . He w as  s i n g i n g  to  t h i s  a r t i s t i c  k h a l i f
Kph. Y /
when toij/was a s s a s s i n a t e d /  * He i s  s a i l  t o  h a v e  been t h e  
f i r s t  o f  t h e  s i n g e r s  ( ?  o f  a r t i s t i c  m u s i c )  i n  W adi  a l - Q u r a  
h i s  n a t i v e  p l a c e ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  t e a c h e r  o f  
H u n a i n  a l - H i r i .  H i s  d a t e  r a t h e r  p r e c l u d e s  t h e s e  a t t r i b u t i o n s
f" - ^
a n d  p e r h a p s  i t  i s  h i s  f a t h e r  who i s  m e a n t
Abu1l - f A l a 1 A s h f a b  i b n  J u b a i r  w as  a n o t h e r  f a v o u r i t e  
o f  A l - W a l i d  I I ,  a n d  h e  o n c e  s a n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  K h a l i f  d r e s s e d  
i n  p a n t a l o o n s  made f r o m  t h e  s k i n  o f  a n  a s s ,  much t o  h i s  
m a s t e r ’ s  d e l i g h t .  He p o s s e s s e d  n o t  o n l y  an  e x c e l l e n t  v o i c e
■known
s i n g e r  who h a d  a  s i n g i n g  c o n t e s t  w i t h  Hakam a l - W a d i .  He 
i s  m e n t i o n e d  a s  l a t e  a s  F a d l  i b n  Yahya  t h e  B a r m a k i d  i n  t h e  
l a t e  8 t h  c e n t u r y , " ^
Abu f Abd a l - R a h m a n  S a c! d  i b n  M a s f u d ,  commonly  c a l l e d  
A l - H u d h a l l ,  was  a  s c u l p t o r  by p r o f e s s i o n ,  b u t  a  s k i l / f u l  
s i n g e r  a s  w e l l .  He f o u n d  a * c o n s i d e r a b l e  a u d i e n c e  among t h e  
y o u n g  g e n t r y  o f  th e  Q u r a i s h .  He m a r r i e d  a  d a u g h t e r  o f  I b n  
S u r a i j ,  who t a u g h t  h im  h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  s o n g s . ^
Pym U n l e s s  ifluhan  i i s  h e r e  m e a n s  ”a  m i n e r ” . 
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 4 1 - 4 4 ,
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i i i ,  8 3 - 1 0 5 .
C f .  K o s e g a r t e n ,  2 1 .  G u i d i ,  s . v .  / A
y .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i v ,  l f t l - 4 6 .  [
1 /  A l - I s f a h a n i , i v ,  1 5 2 .
b u t  a  f u n d  o f  b u f f o o n e r y , ' ^  ra*>v\
Dahman ( a l -A sh q a r j ) " ^ *  r Abd a l - R a h m a n f w a s ^ a T w e l l
// t» *■
A l - B a i d h a q  a l - A n s a r i  s a n g  b e f o r e  Y a z i d  I I  ( 7 2 0 - 2 4 ) . ^
Abu K a m i l  a l - G h u z a y y i l  was  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  A l - W a l i d  I I  
( 7 4 5 - 4 )  a n d  t h i s  was t h e  m i n s t r e l /  o f  whom t h e  k h a l i f  s a i d  
"When h e  i s  a w ay ,  I  am l i k e  o n e  b e r e f t " . ^  A n o t h e r  s i n g e r  
was  I b n  M u s h f a b  o f  A l - T a ’ i f  i n  A l - H i j a z . ^  B u r d  a l - F a w a d ,
H i b a ^  A l l a h ,  a n d  R ahm a ' t  A l l a h  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  J a m i l a
4 /  _  _
p i l g r i m a g e .  / *  M u s i c i a n s  o f  p a s s i n g  fam e  w e r e , -  Abu l a l i ,
fU b a i d a l l a h  ( o r  Muhammad) i b n  a l - Q a s i m  b e t t e r  known a s*
A l - A b j a r , ^ *  a n d  f Abdal3  a h  i b n  M u s l im  i b n  J u n d a b . ^ *
Among t h e  l e s s e r  f e m a l e  m u s i c i a n s ,  w e r e , -  T a n b i  who was 
a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  S u l a i m a n , / ^  a n d  iJmm r Auf who b e l o n g s  d t o  
t h e  c i r c l e  o f  Y a z i d  I I .  7^ S h u h d a  ( o r  S h a h d a )  was  a  
s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  A l - W a l i d  I  ( 7 0 5 - 1 5 ) ,  a n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  f A t i k a ,  
becam e  f a m o u s  d u r i n g  t h e  r Abfcas id  reg im e, ^  K h u l a i d a ,
B u l b u l a ,  L a d h d h a t  a l - f A i s h ,  a n d  A l - F a r i h a ,  w e r e  among t h o s e  x / f c  
a s s i s t e d  a t  t h e  J a m i l a  f e t e s . 1^
¥ • A l - I s f a h a n i ,  * ' x i i i ,  1 6 5 .
¥ A l - I s f a h a n i , v , i , 1 4 4 - 4 6 . He i s c a l l e d  Abu K a m i l  a l - f A z iz
by  I b n f A id  R a b b i h i , i i i , 1 8 8 .
¥ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  • 7 iv , ,  8 2 - 5 . A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i ,  1 5 5 , 1 5 9
¥ A l - I s f a h a n i , i i i ,  1 1 5 - 1 7 •
¥ A l - I s f  a h a n i , V, 1 4 5 .
¥ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  * 7 i x ,  2 0 .
• 8/ A l - I s f a h a n i , x i i i ,  1 6 4 .
¥ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  • v i ,  5 7 - 8 .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,• v i i ,  1 2 4 , 1 5 5 .
CHAPTER V. -----------
T/he *A b b a s i d s .
( "The  G o l d e n  Age")  
( 7 5 0 - 8 4 7 )
"The a r t  c f  m u s i c  c o n t i n u e d  t o  make p r o g r e s s  w i t h  t h e  
A r a b s ,  a n d  u n d e e  t h e  f A b b a s i d s  i t  w as  c a r r i e d  t o  
i t s  p e r f e c t i o n " .
%
I b n  K h a l d u n ,  A l - M u q a d d im a .
When t h e  H o u se  o f  f,Abbas  r o s e  o n  t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e
e
Umayyad d y n a s t y ,  a  n*w e r a  d a w n ea  f o r  t h e  A r a b s ,  
and  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  o f  
s u b s e q u e n t  c e n t u r i e s  w e r e  l a i d .  The m o r e  l i b e r a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  
w i t h  B y z a n t i u m ,  a n d  the  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  g i v e n  to t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  P e r s i a  a n d  K h u r a s a n , w as  t h e  m a i n  c a u s e  o f  t h i s .  A l t h o u g h  
P e r s i a  h a d  b e e n  t h o r o u g h l y  s u b d u e d ,  a n d  a l m o s t  e v e r y  t r a c e  
o f  i t s  n a t i o n a l  l i f e  e f f a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  A rab  d o m i n a t i o n ,  y e t  
t h e r e  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m in d  o f  t h e  A r y a n ,  w h i c h  became a  
w e i g h t y  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  a r t i s t i c ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  a n d  
s c i e n t i f i c  i d e a s  o f  I s l a m i c  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  U n d e r  t h e  
U m ay y ad s ,  t h e  A r a b s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  f o r m e d  a  s o r t  o f  
m i l i t a r y  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  e v e r y  o t h e r  p u r s u i t  b e i n g  l e f t  t o  t h e i r  
f r e e m e n  ( t f t a w a l l ) . The  t i m e  h a d  now a r r i v e d  h o w e v e r ,  when th e  
A r a b s ,  s a t e d  w i t h  c o n q u e s t ,  p o w e r ,  a n d  d o m i n i o n ,  b e g a n  t o  
" s e t t l e  d o w n " .  T h e y  s c o r n e d  e v e n  t h e  b e s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p o s i t i o n s ,  p r e f e r r i n g  to  a d m i t  t h e i r  e r s t w h i l e  s l a v e s ,  
t h e  P e r s i a n s ,  t o  m o s t  o f  th e m .  S i d e  by  s i d e  w i t h  t h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  d e c l i n e ,  t h e r e  was  a  r e t r o g r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  p u r e l y  
A r a b i a n  a r t s  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e .  P o e t r y  e s p e c i a l l y  was  
a f f e c t e d ,  and  t h e  n um ber  o f  P e r s i a n  a n d  o t h e r  f o r e i g n  p o e t s  
who s p r a n g  u p  a f t e r  t h e  ( A b b a s i d s  came i n t o  p o w e r ,  tfis 
c o n s i d e r a b l e •
\
/ / 3 L .
The t»M*» a r t s  a l s o  becam e  i n f l u e n c e d .  P e r s i a n  c o s t u m e  a n d  
d e c o r a t i o n  w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  a t  c o u r t ,  w h i l s t  P e r s i a n  s c h o l a r s  
a n d  p h i l o s o p h e r s  w e r e  w e l c o m e d .  I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  many 
f e a t u r e ^  w h i c h  p o i n t  to  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
A ry a n  o v e r  t h e  S e m i t i c  s p i r i t  f o r  a t i m e  a t  l e a s t .  Vm I n  
m u s i c  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  d i d  n o t  r e v e a l  i t s e l f  u n t i l  a  
much l a t e r  p e r i o d .  T h i s  was p r o b a b l y  o w in g  to  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  m u s i c i a n s  f o r m e d  q u i t e  a  s p e c i a l  & d i s t i n c t  c l a s s  o f  
s o c i e t y ,  w h i c h ,  b y  r e a s o n  o f  i t s  i n s u l a r i t y ,  was  v e r y  
n a r r o w  a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  w i l l  be 
n o t i c e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  o f  t h e  " G o ld e n  A ge” 
w e r e  A r a b s  e i t h e r  by  f b i r t h [ o r  r a c e L ^ & ^ f o o s t l y  f r o m  A l - H i j a z .
The  f A b b a s i d  p e r i o d  t h a t  comes w i t h i n  o u r  p r e s e n t  s c o p e  
f a l l s  i n t o  two c y c l e s  o f  c u l t u r e  i n f l u e n c e s ,  w h i c h , f o r  t h e  
s a k e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n v e n i e n c o ^ m a y  be .  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  
"The G o l d e n  Age" ( 7 5 0 - 8 4 7 ) ,  a n d  fcThe F i r s t  D e c l i n e "  ( 8 4 7 - 9 4 5 ) ,  
* h i c h  b r i n g f f  u s  t o  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  B u w a i h i d s .  H e r e i n ,  
a s  i n  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r s ,  we w i l l  f i r s t  u s e  t h e  i n d i v ' f t a l  
k h a l i f s  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  d e t e r m i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  
i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  c o n d i t i o n s .  E v e r y w h e r e ,  t h e y  f o r m  e x c e l l e n t  
" m i l e s t o n e s ” , a s  i t  w e r e ,  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  s i n c e  a l l  
c u l t u r e  seems t o  d e p e n d  o n  th e  b o d y  p o l i t i c .
y .  M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e ,  4 6 5 .  Yon F r e m e r ,  S t r e i f z u g e .  5 2 .  
H u a r t ,  A r a b  L i t . , 6 4 .
2 /  L i c h t e n t h a l ,  Di z i c n a r i c  e, f r i b l i . o g r a f i a  d e l l a  mu s i c a ,
^  c a l l u s  i t  "The" G o l d e n  Age c f  P e r s i a n  m u s i c  w i t h  t h e  
Arabs”. we c a n n o t  a d m i t  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  P e r s i a n  i n f l u e n c e  was  v e r y  s l i g h t  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  * D u r i n g  "The F i r s t  D e c l i n e " ,  h o w e v e r ,  we s e e  
i t  msaut q u i t e  d e f i n i t e l y .
Abu‘, l - f A b b a s ,  s u r n a m e d  A l - S a f f a h  ( 7 5 0 ) ,  was  t h e  f i r s t  
fA b b a s i d  K h a l i f ,  I n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  wp£“' c a p i  t a l ,  t n e  new 
d y n a s t y  w o u ld  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  S y r i a ,  w h i c h  h a d  b o o n  
t h e  home o f  t h e  U m ay y ad s .  I t  was p e r i l o u s l y  n e a r  t h e  
B y z a n t i n e  f r o n t i e r ,  and^^lMu&MJtfW^ i t  w as  t o o  f a r  away f r o m  
P e r s i a  a n d  K h u r a s ^ a n ,  whose  p e o p l e  h a d  g i v e n  t h e  f A b b a s i d s  
t h e  t h r o n e . /  A l—K u f a  i n  A l - f I r a q  was t h e r e f o r e  made
t h e  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  t h e  K h a l i f  b u i l t  h i s  f i r s t  p a l a c e ,  t h e  
H a s h i m i y y a ,  a t  A l - A n b a r ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  b e g a n  t h o s e  b r i l l i a n t  
c o u r t s  w h i c h  w e r e  s o o n  t o  becom© t h e  t a l k  o f  t h e  M e d i a e v a l  
w o r l d .  Abu7 l - f A bbas  was  a  d e s p o t  a n d  t y r a n t ,  b u t  a  p a t r o n  
o f  t h e  a r t s  w i t h a l .  H i s  l o n g  s o j o u r n  i n  P e r s i a  a n d  
K h u r a s a n ,  w h e re  m u s i c  a n d  I s l a m  d i d  n o t  com© i n  c o n f l i c t ,  
h a d  made  h im  p a r t i a l  to t h e  a r t ,  a n d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  h e  wta*aM. 
c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  b © s t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  o l d  S a s a n i d  k i n g s ,  Qtf 
w hose  p a t r o n a g e  o f  m u s i c  t h e  K h a l i f  was. no f e e b l ©  i m i t a t o r .
No c l e v e r  m u s i c i a n  e v e r  l e f t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  Abu, l - cA b b a s ,  
s a y s  A l - M a s ^ u d l ,  w i t h o u t  a  g i f t  o f  m o n e y . / *
’ A l - M a n s u r  ( 7 5 4 )  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  r u l e r  among t h e  ^ A b b a s i d s .  D u r i n g  h i s  r e i g n  ̂
t h e  P e r s i a n  f a m i l y  o f  Barmak was  g i v e n  h i g h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p o s i t i o n s .  i < h a l i d  a l - B a r m a k l ,  h i s  s o n  Y ahya  a l - B a r m a k l ,  
an d  h i s  g r a n d s o n s  J a f f a r  a n d  F a d l  a l - B a r m a k i ,  p l a y e d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t s  i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  th e  a r t s ,  and  m u s i c  
e s p e c i a l l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  G o ld e n  Age. ♦
Le S t r a n g e ,  B a g h d a d  u n d e r ,  t h e  f Ab b a s i d  C a l i p h a t e ,  4 .  
04 A l - M a - cu d l ,  v i ,  1 2 1 - 2 .
I n  t h e  y e a r  7 6 2 ,  A 1-M ansur  f o u n d e d  t h e  c i t y  o f  B a g h d a d ,
w h i c h  b ecam e  n e t  o n l y  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  t h e
c e n t h e  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  w o r l d ,  b u t  t h e  v e r y  home o f  a r t ,
V -c
l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n  s c i e n c e ,  an d  i n d e e d , ^ a l l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
and  a r t i s t i c  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  w h i c h  b ecam e  q u i t e  
f a b u l o u s .  The t a l e s  t f i i c h  s p r e a d  a b r o a d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
w o n d e r f t k l  c i t y  o f  A l - M a n s u r ,  w i t h  i t s  two g o r g e o u s  p a l a c e s  
t h e  Bab a l - J l h a h a b  a n d  t n e  h u l d ,  s o o n  a t t r a c t e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  c ro w d  o f  p o e t s  & 
m u s i c i a n s ,  who w e r e  s o o n - t o  s h e d  l u s t r e  o n  t h e  K h a l i f a t e .  
A l - M a n s u r ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  w as  C o m p l e t e l y  i n s e n s i b l e  t o  th e  
c h a r m s  o f  m u s i c ” .* ^  Hakam a l - W a d l  was  t h e  l e a d i n ge —
m u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  h i s  t a l e n t s  w e r e  t h e  
b y w o rd  o f  B a g h d a d ,  y e t  A l - M a n s u r  c o u l d  s e e  n o t h i n g  c l e v e r  i n  
h i s  a b i l i t i e s ,  e x c e p t ,  a s  he o n c e  s a i d ,  t h a t  Hakam was
c e r t a i n l y  C l e v e r *  t o  be  a b l e  to  make money  c u t  o f  h i s
2/
p a t r o n s . / *  Y e t  A l - M a n s u r  d i d  n o t  i m p o s e  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
d i s l i k e  o r  i n d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ^ u p o n  o t h e r s ,  s i n c e  
we f i n d  t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  B a g h d a d ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  K h a l i f 5s  c o u s i n  
t h e  s o n s  o f  S u l a i m a n  i b n  f A l i ,  h i s  own s o n  A l - M a h d i ,  a n d  h i s  
nephew  Muh^nmad i b n  A b i * l - f A b b a s ,  a l l  e a g e r  t o  p a t r o n i z e
mU ; i C .  i }
A l-M a h d i  ( 7 7 5 )  w a s j f o n d  o f  m u s i c ,  a n d  h i s  c o u r t  I n  
t h e  new Q a s r  a l - M a h d i  p a l a c e  was c r o w d e d  w i t h  m u s i c i a n s ,  & 
a n o n g  t h e m , -  Hakam a l - W a d i ,  S i y y a t ,  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  & 
Y a z i d  ( i b n )  H a u r a 3 . At t h e  same t i m e ,  h e  w o u ld  n o t  a l l o w  
h i s  two s o n s  A i - H a d I  a n d  H a r u n  t o  m e d d l e  w i t h  m u s i c ,  a n d
yu Bar H e b r a e u s  s a y s  t h a t  A l - M a n s u r  p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  h e  d i d
d i d  n o t  know w h a t  a  p a n d o r e  ( t u n b u r ) w a s ,  b u t  we n a v e  
h e a r d  t h e s e  ’’s t o r i e s *  * b e f o r e .
2^ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i , r 6 7 .
wc eminent musicians were punished fcr entering the princes*
S i y y a t  h a d  twc i n s t r u m e n t a l  a c c o m p a n i s t s ,  o n e  name H i b b a l
whc p l a y e d  t h e  r e e d - p i p e  ( m i z m a r j . a n d  a n o t h e r  named ClJ q q a b ,
a  p e r f o r m e r  on t n e  l u t e ( cu d ) . The nam es  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s
in -  A r a b i c ,  i f  p r o n o u n c e d  i n  a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  w ay ,
s t a n d  f o r  " w h i p s ’*, " r o p e s " ,  a n d  " p u n i s h m e n t "  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
One d a y  A l - M a h d i  was h e a r d  to  a d d r e s s  some w o r d s  t o  h i s
c h i e f  e u n u c h  d u r i n g  a  r e c e p t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  t h e  c o u r t i e r s
c o u l d  h e a r  w e r e  t h e  a b o v e  w o r d s  o f  s i n i s t e r  i m p o r t ,  w h i c h
l e d  them to  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  o n e  o r  m ore  c-f t h e i r  num ber  h a d
f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s f a v o u r  a n d  w e r e  a b o u t  t c  pay  t h e  p e n a l t y .
I m a g i n e  t h e i r  r e l i e f  w h e r t e i y y a t ,  a n d  h i s  two a c c o m p a n i s t s
a p p e a r e d  on  t h e  s c e n e .
M u i r  . s ay s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  A l - M a h d i , -  " M u s i c ,
l i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  r e f i n e d  t h e  a g e " . ' ^  A l - M a h d i
h i m s e l f  was  f o n d  c f  s i n g i n g ,  a n d  I b n  K h a l l i k a n  s a y s ,  "ho
man h a d  a  f i n e r  v o i c e  t h a n  h e " . ^
Musa a l - H a d i  ( 7 6 5 )  o n l y  r e i g n e d  a  s h o r t  t i m e .  Tne
two m u s i c i a n s  who h a d  b e e n  p u n i s h e d  by h i s  f a t h e r  f o r  e n t e r i n g
t h e  p r i n c e s ’ a p a r t m e n t s ,  w e r e  s e n t  f o r  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  a s
c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s .  They w e r e  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  I b n  J a m i c .
T h e s e ,  w i t h  t h e  o l d e r  Ha*ajn a i - W a d i ,  w e r e  t n e  g r e a t
f a v o u r i t e s .  T h i s  x h a l i f  h a d  a s o n  r A b d a i i a h  m o  was  a n
a c c o m p l i s h e d  s i n g e r  a n d  j&erf o r m e r  on t h e  l u t e  ( r u d J . ^
ym A l - I s f a h a n l ,  v ,  4 .  
y y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  7 .
“  M u i r ,  , C a l i p n a t e , 4 6 7 .
a p a r t m e n t s  c o n t r a r y  t c  h i s  o r d e r s . V*
T h e r e ^  i s  a  g o o d  s i c r y  . t o l d  c f  Al—M ahdi  a n d  a  c o u r t  
m u s i c i a n  named S i y y a t  t h a t  i s  w o r t h y  o f  a p l a c e  h e r e .
y  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i i i ,  4 6 4  
Ox A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  9 9 .
H a r u n  a l - R a s h i d  ( 7 8 6 )  i s  t h e  K h a l i f  w hose  name h a s  become 
a  h o u s e h o l d  w o r d ,  n e t  m e r e l y  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  b u t  i n  t h e  W e s t .  
The m a g n i f i c e n c e  o f  h i s  p a l a c e s  a t  B a g h d a d ,  A l - A n b a r ,  a n d  
A l - R a q q a ,  h a s  b e e n  much com m ented  u o o n  H i s  c o u r t  ’’was
a n d  t h e  l e a r n e d ,  and  a t  w h i c h  r h e t o r i c ,  p o e t r y ,  h i s t o r y  a n d  
l a w ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s c i e n c e ,  m e d i c i n e ,  m u s i c ,  a n d  t h e  a r t s ,  
m e t  w i t h  a  g e n i a l  a n d  p r i n c e l y  r e c e p t i o n ,  - a l l  o f  w h i c h
e n c h a n  t i n g  p a g e  s  o f  The Th o u s and, an d  One N i g h t s , h a v e
r e v e a l e d  H a r u n  q u i t e  i n  n a r m o n y  w i t h  t n i s  p i c t u r e ,  Tne
g a l a x y  c f  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t  w h i c h  t h r o n g e d  h i s  c o u r t ,  m u s t
h a v e  h a d  m i l l i o n s  d i s b u r s e d  i n  t h e i r  f a v o u r ,  a n d  among
t h o s e  who b e n e f i t e d  w e r e , -  Hakam a l - W a d i ,  I b r a h i m  a H i l l l i f c
M a u s i l i ,  I b n  J a m i f , Yahya  a l - M a k n l ,  Z a l x a l ,  Y a z l d
H a u r a 3 ,  F u l a i h  i b n  A b i3 l - r A u r a l  f A b d a l I a h  i b n  Dahman.•
Z u b a i r  i b n  Dahman, I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  M u k h a r i q ,  cA i i a w a y a ,  
Muhammad i b n  a l - H a r i t h ,  f I b t n a r  ( ? / ,  f Amr a l - G h a z z a l ,  Abu 
S a d a q a ,  B a r su m a  Muhammad a l - Z i f f  ( o r  a l - R a f f ) ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  
The f a v o u r i t e  s o n  o f  H a r u n ,  who was named Abu r I s a ,  was  a l s o  
a  g o o d  m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  we f i n d  h im  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  K h a l i f  
A l - W a t h i q ,  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  m u s i c a l  f e s t i v i t i e s . ? ^
A l -A m in  ( 8 0 8 )  a n d  Al-Ma*mun,  b ecam e  j o i n t  r u l e r s  o f  
E m p i r e ,  t h e  one  r u l i n g  iIUiua t n e  W e s t  f r o m  B a g h d a d ,  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  r u l i n g  t h e  E a s t  f r o m  M e r v .  They  b o t h  tooic t h e  t i t l e  
o f  K h a l i f ,  and  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  8 1 5 ,  when war  
was  d e c l a r e d  b e t w e e n  th e m .  I t  r e s o l v e d  i t s e l f  f i n a l l y  
i n t o  a s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  A rab  a n a  P e r s i a n  f a c t i o n s ,
t h e  c e n t r e w h i c h ,  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s ,  f l o c k e d  t h e  w i s e
b o r e  a m p le  f r u i t  i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  r e i g n s ” .^ *  The
y . M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e . ,  
y  A l - I s f a h a n i  v ,  6 5 .  i x ,  65
c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ,  and  t h e  d e a t h  o f
Al—Amin. T h i s  K h a l i f  was  a  man o f  p l e a s u r e  who s p e n t  n i s
w h o le  t i m e ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  w i t h  m u s i c i a n s  a n d  s i n g i n g - g i r l s .
The l a t t e r ^  w e r e  g a t h e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  "beauty  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s
o f  t h e  E m p i r e " .  H i s  f e s t i v i t i e s  "w e re  c f  t h e  m o s t  s u m p t u o u s
k i n d " ,  a n d  we r e a d  on  o n e  o c c a s i o n  t h a t
"a  h u n d r e d  s i n ^ g i r l s  s a n g  i n  u n i s o n  b e f o r e  h i m ,  t h e n
b r e a k i n g  i n t o  c o m p a n i e s  o f  t e n ,  a n d  w i t h  p a l m & b r a n c h e s  i n
t h e i r  h a n d s ,  e a c h  g r o u p  a d v a n c e d  i n  t u r n  and  s a n g  b e f o r e  
W/
h i m !f. /  W h a t e v e r  h i s  f a u l t s  w e r e ,  h e  was a  p a t r o n  o f  t h e  
a r t s .  I s h a ^  a l - M a u s i l i ,  M u k h a r i q ,  a n d  r  A l l  away a  w e r e
S/among t h e  f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n s  who r e c e i v e d  vulUa h i s  b o u n t y .  '*
He gave  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  h i s  u n c l e , j l b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i ,  who 
was o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  m u s i c i a n s  o f  t h e  d a y .  The 
t a l e n t s  o f  h i s  k i n s m a n  h a d  a p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r m  f o r  h i m , ^  
and  i n  Jthe K h a l i f a s  l a s t  d a y s ,  when t h e  a rmy o f  A l-M a’ mun 
was i n v e s t i n g  B a g h d a d ,  A l -A m in  f o u n d  s o l a c e  i n  t h e  s o n g s  o f  
I b r a h i m .  A l - M a s fu d i  h a s  d raw n  a  p a t h e t i c  p i c t u r e  c f  t h i s  
K h a l i f ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  th e /w R i . ,  s i t t i n g  b y  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  
T i g r i s ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  v o i c e  o f  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s d n g i n g - g i r l  
D u ra f a . ^ *  H i s  s o n  f A b d a l l a h ,  w as  q u i t e  a  t a l e n t e d
m u s i c i a n . ^
Al-Ma^mun ( 8 1 5 )  a s s u m e d  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e
X h a l i f a t e  o n  t h e  o v e r t h r e w  o f  A l -A m in ,  a l t h o u g h  he
r e m a i n e d  a t  Merv u n t i l  8 1 9 .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v a l ,  b o t h
S y r i a  a n d  A l - r I r a q  r o s e  i n  r e b e l l i o n ,  a n d  i n  B a g h d a d ,  P r i n c e
I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i j w a s  p r o c l a i m e d  K h a l i f .  T h i s  g r e a t l y
s h o c k e d  t h e  o r t h o d o x  M u s l i m s ,  b e c a u s e  I b r a h i m  o p e n l y
p r o f e s s e d  h i m s e l f  a  m u s i c i a n ,  P i fb i l  t h e  p o e t ,  s u i t i n g  t h e
Cxxi , 242[
Ws. M u i r ,  C a l i p h a t e ,  2/m A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x , 5 6 , 6 2 , 6 5 ,
S/. A c o n c e r t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  by  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i ,  1 5 8  
y  A i -M as  fu d i , v i ,  4 2 6 - 5 0 .
. H /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  1 0 2 - 5 .
c c c a s i o i ^ w r o t e  some " b i t t o r  v o b s o s  a g a i n s t  I b r a h i m  s a y i n g , -
”I f  I b r a h i m  i s  f i t  t c  r e i g n ,  t h e n  t h e  E m p i re  h a s  d e v o l v e d
by r i g h t  t o  M u k h a r i q ,  Z a l z a l ,  a n d  I b n  a l - M a r i q l  ( t h e  c o u r t
m u s i c i a n s ) ” .5 ^  He f a r t h e r  a s k e d  w h a t  g o o d  c o u l d  be  e x p e c t e d
f r o m  ”a  K h a l i f  who made  t h e  l u t e  ( fca r b a t ) h i s  ,Qurl*anw. r
I b r a h i m ’ s a t t e m p t  t c  u u  g a i n  t h e  K h a l i f . a t e  f a i l e d ,  a n a  ne
t h r e w ^  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  m e r c y  o f  Al-Mam1 u n ,  who s p a r e d ^  h i s
l i f e .  B u t  f r o m  t h e  d a y  o f  h i s  t r i u m p h a l  e n t r y  i n t o
B ag h d a d  i n  8 1 9 ,  u n t i l  8 2 B ,  Al-Ma*mun w o u ld  n o t  l i s t e n  to
%a  n o t e  o f  m u s i c ,  n o r  p e r m i t  a  m u s i c i a n  to  b e  n e a r  h i m ,  so  
e x a s p e r a t e d  w as  h e  w i t h  t h e  p e r f i d y  o f  h i s  m u s i c a l  k i n s m a n J  
I b r a h i m . ^  The  f i r s t  to  b r e a k  t h i s  s i l e n c e  was  Muhammad 
i b n  a l - H a r i t h  i b u  B u a k h a n n a r ,  who was a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  
k h a l i f f s  p r e s e n c e . 9* On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  I b n  *Abd R a b b t h i  
s a y s  t h a t  t h e  ’’s i l e n c e ” o n l y  l a s t e d  t w e n t y  m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  m u s i c i a n  who was  l i s t e n e d  t o  was  a n o t h e r  m u s i c a l  
k i n s m a n ,  Abu f I s a ,  t h e  t a l e n t e d  & h a n d s o e s f  s o n  o f  H a r u n . ? *
At a n y  r a t e ,  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  p r o s c r i p t i o n  w as  r a i s e d ,  t h e  
f a m o u s  Ma’ m u n i  p a l a c e  r a n g  w i t h  t h e  t h e  s o u n d s  o f  v o i c e s  & 
i n s t r u m e n t s .  H e r e  a p p e a r e d  I s h a %  a l - M a u ^ i l i ,  M u k h a r i q ,  
f A l l a w a y a ,  r Amr i b n  Ba*b^, Ahmad i b n  S a d a q a ,  a n d  r A q i d .
Of g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  to  m u s i c a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  l e a r n i n g  
i n  g e n e r a l ,  w as  A l-M a5m u n ’ s  p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  G r e e k  s c i e n c e s .  
I n c l i n e d  t c  R a t i o ' n a l i s m ,  h e  made t h e  Muf t a z a l i  d o c t r i n e  t h e  
s t a t e  r e l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  g a v e  m o re  f r e e d o m  t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  
t h o u g h t .  At B ag h d a d  he  i n s t i t u t e d  a u n i v e r s i t y  c a l l e d  the*
B a i t  a l - h i k m a  o r  ’’H o u se  o f  W isdom” , w h e r e  he  i n s t a l l e d
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Y ahya  i b n  Abi M a n s u r ,  t h e  Banu  M u sa ,  a n d  o t h e r  l e a r n e d
y ,  I b n  k h a l l  i k a n ,  i , 1 8 .  S ee  a i s o _ t h e  l i n e s  by B a s h s h a r  i b n  
B u rd  p r e s e r v e d  by  Abu3l - f A la  a l - M a f a r r l ,  R i , s a l a t  a l -  
g h u f r an,, 8 7 .
U  A l - I s f a h a n i , x v i i i ,  3 0 .  ^  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  5 2 ,  6 7 .
j y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  5 2 , 6 0 , 6 1 .  (v ,  1 0 6 .
4i!&. I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .  C f .  A l - I s f a h a n i , ^
m e n ,  who d e v o t e d  t h e i r  l i v e d *  t o  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  ‘ 
G r e e k  s c i e n c e s  and  t h e i r  s t u d y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  
m u s i c ^  w h i c h  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e g u n ^ e a r l i e r  k h a l i f s .
A l -M u ct a o i m  (83; ) was  e q u a l l y  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  t h e  a r t s  
a n d  s c i e n c e s ,  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  encouraged  t h e  
t r a n s l a t o r s  f r o m  t h e  G r e e k .  He h e l d  o u t  t h e  h a n d  o f  
f r i e n d s h i p  t o  t h e  f a m o u s  p h i l o s o p h e r  a n d  m u s i c  t h e o r i s t  
A l - K i n d i ,  w hose  w r i t i n g s  becam e t h e  t e x t b o o k s  f o r  s e v e r a l  
c e n t u r i e s .  A l -M u c t a s i m  b u i l t  a  new p a l a c e  i n  t h e  M u k h a r r i m  
q u a r t e r ,  w h i c h  b ecam e  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  u n t i l  8 5 6 ,  when he  
r e m o v e d  t o  S a m a r r a ,  w h e r e  h e  b u i l t  a n o t h e r  c o s t l y  p a l a c e .  
H e r e ,  a s  b r i l l i a n t  a  s c e n e  was  e n a c t e d  a s  a n y t h i n g  H a r u n  o f  
Ittie T h o u s a n d  a n d  One h i g h t s  h a d  s t a g e d .  The p a l a c e  
s h e l t e r e d  a l l  t h e  m u s i c a l  v i r t u o s i  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  t h e i r  
d o y e n . I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  was  t n e  k h a l i f ’ s  ;’bcc-n c o m p a n i o n ” . 
The k h a l i f ’ s  u n c l e ,  t h e  m u s i c a l  p r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i , ,  
a l s o  f o u n d  f a v o u r  a t  h i s  c o u r t . ^  Among o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s  
o f  h i s  m u n i f i c e n c e  w e r e , -  Ahmad i b n  Y ahya  a i - M a k k l ,  Z u r z u r  
a l - ^ a b i r , ^ *  a n d  Muhammad i b n  f Amr a l - R u m l . ^
A l - W a t h i q  ( 8 4 2 - 4 7 )  w as  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  f A b b a s i d  
k h a l i f s  who w as  a c t u a l l y  a  r e a l  m u s i c i a n .  Hammad i b n  I s h a q  
a l - M a u s i l i  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e  was  t h e  m o s t  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e
h a l i f s  i n  t h i s  a r t ,  a n d  t h a t  he  w a s ^ a  s k i l l e d  p e r f o r m e r  on  
t h e  l u t e  ( <u d ) . Hi s  s o n g s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  b y  A l - I s f a h a n i .  
So much  d i d  t h e  a r t  f i n d  f a v o u r  a t  h i s  c o u r t ,  t h a t  o n e  
m i g h t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  t u r n e d  i n t o  a  c o n s e r v a t o r y  o f
t h e  m a . i l i s  o f  t h e  ’’Commander o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l ” . ^ A m o n g  t h e  
o l d e r  m u s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  c o u r t  wei
m u s i c  w i t h  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  a s  P r i n c i p a l ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g
y ,  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  5 8 .  f  
^  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i ,  9 2 .  
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 9 0 .  
A l - I s f a h a n i  v i i i ,  1 7 2 .
( Amr i b n  B a n a ,  Muhammad, i b n  a l - i ^ a r i t h ,  w h i l s t  among t h e  n e w -  
. __ _  __ _ 
c o m e r s  w e r e , -  ' A b d a l J i a b u i b n  a l - cA bbas  a l - R a b i f i ,  I b n  F i l a 1
a l - T u n b u r i ,  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - H a s a n  i b n  S a h l ,  and.
^ / - H u s s y f n  a l -M as  d u d .
A l - W a t h i q  c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  t h e  s p i r i t  c f  
R a t i o n a l i s m  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  Al-Ma^mun, a n d  g a v e  t h e  f u l l e s t  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  a r t  a n d  l e t t e r s .  H i s  d e a t h  i n  8 4 7 ,  b r o u g h t  
t o  a  c l o s e  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  f A b b a s i d  r e g i m e ,  
g e n e r a l l y  known a s  t h e  ’’G o l d e n  A g e” o f  I s l a m ,  by  t h e  s i d e  
o f  w h i c h  t h e  c i v i l i s a t i o n  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  
m i g h t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  m e re  b a r b a r i s m .
I n y A n d a l u s  ( S p a i n ) ,  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e
E m p i r e ,  a n o t h e r  k h a l i f a t e  h a d  s p r u n g  i n t o  b e i n g . / *  T h i s ,
a s  S t a n l e y  L ane  P o o l e  s a y s ,  w as  t o  become " t h e  m a r v e l  o f
t h e  M i d a l e  Ag© s j  I t  was  t h e  l a n d  w h i c h ,  ,?when a l l  E u r o p e
was  p l u n g e d  i n  b a r b a r i c  i g n o r a n c e  a n d  s t r i f e ,  a l o n e  h e l d  t h e
t o r c h  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  c i v i l i s a t i o n  b r i g h t  a n d  s h i n i n g  b e f o r e
t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d
As e a r l y  a s  7 1 0 ,  t h e  M n M u s l im  a r m i e s ,  a f t e r
c o n q u e r i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  c r o s s e d  t h e
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  i n v a d e d  S p a i n .  By 7 1 3 ,  t h e  w h o l e  o f
S p a i n  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  P y r e n n e e s  h a d  f a l l e n  t o  t h e  i n v a d e r s .
U n d e r  t h e  U m ayyads ,  g o v e r n o r s  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h i s  l a n d
c a l l e d / A n d a l u s , a  s y s t e m  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  u n d e r  t h e  e a r l y
f A b b a s i d s .  I n  t n e  y e a r  755  h o w e v e r ,  a  r e f u g e e  l a n d e d  i n
A l - A n d a l u s ,  who was  to  c h a n g e  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  l a n d .
T h i s  w as  f Abd a l - R a h m a n ,  trie s o l e  s u r v i v o r  c f  t h e  H o u se  o f
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Umayyay  who h a d  m a n a g e d  to  e s c a p e  t h e  m u r d e r o u s  s w o r d s  o f
t h e  f A b b a s i d s .  T h o u s a n d s  f l o c k e d  t o  h i s  b a n n e r ,  a n d  i n
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  h e  e n t e r e d  C o r d o v a  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n
t r i u m p h ,  a n d  w as  p r o c l a i m e d  S u l t a n .  H e n c e f o r t h , t h i s  l a n d
h a s  a  h i s t o r y  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  ^ h a l i f a t e  o f  t h e  E a s t .
f Abd a l - R a h m a n  ( 7 5 6 )  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
*
f u t u r e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  A l - A n d a l u s .  The A r a b  t r i b a l  f a c t i o n s ,  
t h e  B e r b e r s ,  t h e  " m ix e d  r a c e s "  ( m u w a l l a d u n ) .  w hose  i n t e r -  
- n e c i n e  s t r i f e  h a d  t u r n e d  A l - A n d a l u s  u p s i d e - d o w n  f o r  a  q u a r ­
t e r  o f  a  c e n t u r y ,  w e r e  now c h e c k e d ,  a n d  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c (t
A< The r u l e r s  o f  A l - A n d a l u s  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  c a l l  t h e m s e l v e s  
k h a l i f s  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  r Abd a l - R a h m a n  I I I  ( 9 1 2 ) ,
12$,
t h a t  M s  r e i g n  was  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  t a k e n  u p  by p o l i t i c s .
p i o u s .  T h i s  d i d  n o t  p r e v e n t  h im  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i m s e l f  
w i t h  men o f  s c i e n c e ,  p o e t s ,  and- s a g e s .  What h i s  a t t i t u d e  
w as  t o w a r d s  m u s i c , w e  a r e  n o t  t o l d  by  t h e  a n n a l i s t s .  From 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  o f  t h e  M a l i k l  s c h o o l  
d o m i n a t e d  a t  c o u r t ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  m u s i c  may h a v e  
b e e n  p r o s c r i b e d .
A l-H akam  I  ( 7 9 6 )  r e f u s e d  to  be  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  t h e o l o g ­
i a n s ,  a n d  t h e y j i n  t u r n ,  f o m e n t e d  r e b e l l i o n .  The  new S u l t a n  
was  a  t r u e  s o n  c f  t h e  H o u se  c f  Umayya.  ”He was  g a y  a n d  
s o c i a b l e ,  a n d  e n j o y e d  l i f e  a s  i t  came t o  h i m ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  l e a n i n g  t o  a s c e t i c i s m .  S u ch  a  c h a r a c t e r  was  
w h o l l y  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  th e  b i g o t e d  d o c t o r s  o f  t h e o l o g y ” . ^  
A l-H akam  I  w as  a  f r e e - h a n d e d  p a t r o n  o f  l e t t e r s ,  a r t ,  a n d  
s c i e n c e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  d u r i n g  h i s  r e i g n  t h a t  m u s i c  b e g a n  t c  
a s s u m e  a  p l a c e  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  a t  c o u r t .  Among t h e  c o u r t  
m u s i c i a n s  w e r e , -  r Abbas  i b n / H a s a * I ,  A l - M a n s u r  ( a  J e w ) ,  
r A l u n ,  Z a r q u n ,  cAbd a l - W a h h a b ,  a n d  B i s h a r a /  a l - Z a m i r .
f Abd. a l - R a h m a n  I I  ( 8 2 2 )  d i d  n o t  i n h e r i t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  m i n d  o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  a n d  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  s o o n  r e g a i n e d  
p o w e r .iMAAJfcftfcUJuUi Y e t ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  
a r t i s t i c  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  t a s t e s  o f  t h e  c o u r t ,  a n d  c u l t u r e  
i n  g e n e r a l  f l o u r i s h e d , / ^  M usic  a n d  m u s i c i a n s  r e c e i v e d  
g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  e v e r ,  a  f a c t  b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  l i f e  
o f  Z i r y a b ,  t h e  c h i e f  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n .  He w as  t h e  "b o o n  
c o m p a n i o n ” o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  who s h a r e d  h i s  m e a l s  w i t h  t h e  
m u s i c i a n .  T h e  g r e a t  m u s i c a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w as  
t h e  m u s i c  s c h o o l  o f  Z i r y a b ,  w h i c h  l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l
a r t  and. l e t t e r s  a t t a i n e d  a  h i g h  p r o s p e r i t y .
H i s h a m  I  ( 7 8 8 )  w a s ,  u n l i k e  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  e x t r e m e l y
Jy S . L a n e  P o o l© ,  a p . o i t . ,  7 4  
0 /  C a s i r i ,  i i ,  5 4 .
e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  K h d l i f a t e .  On th e  d e a t h  o f  t h i s  
S u l t a n  i n  8 5 2 ,  A l - A n d a l u s  w as  s p l i t  u p  i n t o  a  nu m b er  o f  
p e t t y  k i n g d o m s ,  a l t h o u g h  a  s u l t a n  s t i l l  r u l e d  a t  C o r d o v a .
(a)
The A r a b i a n  E m p i r e  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  f A b b a s i d  e r a  
e m b r a c e d  h a l f  t h e  t h e n - k n o w n  c i v i l i s e d  w o r l d .  W e s t w a r d ,  i t  
e x t e n d e d  t h r o u g h  E g y p t ,  T r i p o l i ,  T u n i s i a ,  A l g e r i a ,  M o r o c c o , V  
i n t o  S p a i n ,  e v e n t u a l l y  i n t o  I t a l y .  N o r t h w a r d ,  i t  
i n c l u d e d  S y r i a , ^ A r m e n i a ,  & a  p o r t i o n  o f  A s i a  M i n o r .  E a s t w a r d  
i t  s t r e t c h e d  t h r S u g h  f I r a q  f A j a m i ,  T a b a r i s t a n ,  K h u r a s a n ,  
K h w a r i s m ,  B u k h a r a ,  t o  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  T a r t a r y ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  
P e r s i a ,  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  t o  S i n d .  B a g h d a d  was  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  
t h i s  v a s t  e m p i r e ,  a n d  A l - r I r a q  w as  t h e  e m p o r ip u m  o f  t h e  
e a s t .  B a g h d a d  w as  a  c i t y  o f  g r e a t  p o p u l o u s n e s s  a n d  
m a g n i f i c e n c e .  The w e a l t h  o f  t h e  K h a l i f s ,  n o b i l i t y ,  a n d  
m e r c h a n t s  was  a l m o s t  f a b u l o u s . 7* A l -M a h d i  s p e n t  s i x  m i l l i o n  
p i e c e s  o f  g e l d  o n  a  s i n g l e  p i l g r i m a g e !  H a r u n ,  r i c h e r  s t i l l ,  
.was a b l e  t o  g i v e  away  two a n d  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  s t  o n e  t im e *  
w h i l s t  a t  h i s  d e a t h ,  t h e  t r e a s u r y  s h o w e d  n i n e  h u n d r e d  
m i l l i o n  s t e r l i n g .  The m a g n i f i c e n c e  c f  t h e  p a l a c e s ,  m o s q u e s ,  
c o l l e g e s ,  a n d  o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e s ,  t h e  l u x u r i o u s  a p p o i n t ­
m e n t s  a n d  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r s ,  t h e  g o r g e o u s  r e t i n u e s  
a n d  e q u i p a g e s ,  t h e  s u m p t u o u s  f e t e s ,  b a n q u e t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
g a t h e r i n g s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s p l e n d o u r  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  n o t  
o n l y  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  b u t  i n  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  c i t i e s ,  f r o m  
C o r d o v a  t o  S a m a r q a n d ,  s u r p a s s e s  a n y t h i n g  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  
h i s t o r y .
Y e t ,  w h a t  h a s  a l l  t h i s  to  do w i t h  m u s i c ?  A g r e a t  
d e a l .  E v e r y w h e r e  we s e e  c u l t u r e  p r o g r e s s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s ,  a n d  s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  t h i s  
m a t e r i a l  l u x u r y  & p o l i t i c a l  g r a n d e u r ,  we f i n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
w e a l  a n d  a e s t h e t i c  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .
y  T h e s e  d i v i s i o n s  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  unxnown a t  t h i s  t i m e .
Hit H ow ever  m uch  we may f e e l  i n c l i n e d  t o  d o u b t  t h e  v e r a c i t y  
o f  t h e  a n n a l i s t s  i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  i t  h a s  t o  be  
c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e s  q u o t e d ?f r o m  t h e  h i g h e s t  t o  
t h e  l o w e s t ^ a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  p r o p o r t i o n a t e .
l i t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  "The A u g u s t a n  Ago o f  A r a b i a n  
L i t e r a t u r e !f, f o r  n o t  o n l y  b e l l e s  l e t  t r e s . b u t  s c i e n c e  
( i n c l u d i n g  m u s i q a l  s c i e n c e )  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y ,  w e r e  p a t r o n i z e d  
w i t h  a s  much z e a l .  C o l l e g e s  w e r e  o p e n e d ,  l i b r a r i e s  f o u n d e d ,  
o b s e r v a t o r i e s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  b u i l t ,  a n d  ,fa l l  t h i s  
b r i l l i a n c e  o f  l i t e r a r y  & s c i e n t i f i c  a t t a i n m e n t  i s  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t h  C h a r l e m a g n e ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  when t h e  w h o l e  
o f  C h r i s t i a n  E u r o p e  was  s u b m e r g e d  i n  a  b a r b a r i s m  v e r y  
i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  t e m p e r e d  by  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m  w h i c h  he  
i n i t i a t e d " . ^
The  a r t  o f  m u s i c  n a t u r a l l y  f a r e d  w e l l  u n d e r  s u c h  
c o n d i t i o n s .  The  c o u r t s  w e r e  c r o w d e d  w i t h  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  & 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s i c i a n s ,  who w e r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  u n h e a r d - o f  
f a v o u r s  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y ,  w h i c h  a r e  wttuiii* p r o v e r b i a l  w i t h  t n e  
A r a b s  t o d a y .  Mueh o f  t h i s  w as  d u e  t o  P e r s i a n  e x a m p l e ,  s i n c e  
t h e  f A b b a s i d s  d e s i r e d  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e j a j o r i e s  o f  t h e  S a s a n i d s  
o f  o l d  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t . ? ^  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  g o t  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  
p i e c e s  o f  g e l d  i n  o n e  g i f t  f r o m  K h a l i f  A l - H a d i .  M u k h a r i q  
r e c e i v e d  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  f r o m  t h e  h a n d s  o f  H a r u n .  Hakam a l -  
Wadi  h a d  [ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 ^  n e a r l y ) p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r  b e s t o w e d  o n  h im  i n  
two g i f t s  f r o m  H a r u n  a n d  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i .  T h e s e  p e o p l e  
w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  v i r t u o s i ,  b u t  e v e n  s o ,  t h e  o r d i n a r y  
m i n s t r e l  made a  s m a l l  f o r t u n e  by  h i s  a r t  i n  t h e s e  t i m e s .
^  Owen, S k e p t i c s  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  Ren a i s s a n c e .  6 5 .  
Xy A l - M a s ^ u d i ,  i i ,  1 5 8 .
I t  h a s  . a l r e a d y  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  f a v o u r  imuua/UMWuMA* 
shown t o  m u s i c i a n s  was  r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  
who o b j e c t e d  t c  m u s i c  o n  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u n d s .  Now^ 
t h e  p o e t s  e v e n  a r e  a r o u s e d  t o  j e a l o u s y .  I t  was  t h e  p o e t  
Abu Nuwas ( d . c a . 8 1 0 )  who w r o t e  t h e  l i n e , -  "The m i e n  o f  a  
s i n g e r  ( mugh a n n l )  a n d  t h e  e l e g a n c e  o f  a  f r e e t h i n k e r  ( z i n d i k j  
Even t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e r e  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  e n v y ,  s i n c e  t h e  
p o e t e s s  F a d l  o n c e  s a i d , -  f,T h ey  n e v e r  a s k  l e s s  t h a n  a  g o l d ­
m i n e ,  a n d  t r e a t  a  p o o r  man a s  i f  h e  w e r e  a  d o g " .
Y e t  a l t h o u g h  we s e e  t h e s e  m u s i c i a n s  e n j o y i n g  w e a l t h  
a n d  p a t r o n a g e ,  an d  some o f  t h e m  l i k e  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  h i s  
s o n  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  M u k h a r i q ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  w e r e  e v e n  t h e  
"b o o n  c o m p a n i o n s ” o f  t h e  K h a l i f s , / ^  y e t  t h e i r  v o c a t i o n  
p l a c e d  them  i n  an  a n o m a l o u s  p o s i t i o n .  The " l e t t e r "  o f  t h e  
l a w  p r o s c r i b e d  th e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f  an  
a r t  w h i c h ,  e v e n ^ t  w e r e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  " s i n f u l ” ( h a r a m ) « 
w as  " r e l i g i o u s l y  u n p r a i s e w o r t h y ” (to a k r u h ) . a s  U u r t o n  s a y s , ^  
However much  t n e  A r a b s  d e l i g h t e d  i n  a  m u s i c i a n ' s  c o m p an y ,  i t  
was  a p p a r e n t l y ,  some s p i r i t u a l  c o n s o l a t i o n  a n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
t h a t  t h e y  r e c o g n i z e d  h im  a s  a  " s i n n e r ” . I n d e e d ,  m u s i c i a n s
h a d  no s t a n d i n g  a t  l a w ,  a t  a n y  r a t e  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  a r t ,  5^
I/t The v i r  t u o s i , l i k e  t h e  " b o o n  c o m p a n i o n s ”, w e r e  e x p e c t e d  
t o  b e  a b l e  to  do j u s t i c e  to  t h e  w i n e - c u p ,  a n d  n o t  
i n f r e q u e n t l y  we f i n d  them u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  w i n e ,  
A l -A m in  h o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  f o n d  o f  t h e  w i n e - c u p  h i m s e l f ,  
d i d  n o t  e x t e n d  i t s  b o u n t y  t o  h i s  m u s i c i a n s .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,
v i ,  7 2 .
A/C B u r t o n ,  A r a b i a n B i g h t s ,  v i ,  5 9 .
Z< A m u s i c i a n  named J a f f a r  a l - T a b b a l  b r o u g h t  an  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t "  
P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i  f o r  p a y m e n t  f o r  l e s s o n s  
g i v e n  to  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l .  B e f o r e  t h e  j u d g e ,  h e  o f f e r e d  
t o  p r o v e  t h a t  h e  h a d  f u l f i l l e d  h i s  ^ c o n t r a c t  b y  t h e  
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l ,  b u t  t h e  j u d g e  w o u l d  
h a v e  n o n e  o f  i t ,  an d  w a l k e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u r t  c r y i n g , -  
”The  c u r s e  o f  A l l a h  c n  a l l  y o u  m u s i c i a n s " .  J u d g m e n t  
w e n t  by  d e f a u l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  mv: i c i a n .  A l - I s f a h a n i , x . i v , 5 .  
M u s i c i a n s ,  l i k e  m o d e r n  " b o o k m a k e r s ” , t o l e r a t e d  i n  
t h e i r  a v o c a t i o n ,  b u t  d a r e  n o t  go to  l a w  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  iCC * 
V44eAAXJUAAA>A4AA;{ Even- t o d a y  i n  M u s l im  l a n a e ,  a  s i n g e r  
c a n n o t  s u e  f o r  w a g e s ,  A I - H i d a y a ,  i v ,  2 1 2 ,
Even t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  was  n o t  so  s e r e n e  a s  m i g h t  he  
i m a g i n e d ,  f o r  o f t e n  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w e r e  m o s t  a r d u o u s  a n d
e x a c t i n g . /  Many t o e ,  t a s t e d  b o t h  w h ip  a n d  d u n g e o n  a t  t h e
h a n d s  o f  t h e  K h a l i f s  a n d  n o b i l i t y . ^  S t i l l ,  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,
t h e i r  l o t  was  c e r t a i n l y  b e t t e r . t h a n  t h a n  o f  Haydn  o r  M o z a r t
a t  E u r o p e a n  c o u r t s  n i n e  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r ?
B e s i d e s  t h e  v i r t u o s i ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two e t h e r  c l a s s e s  o f  
m u s i c i a n s ,  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s  ( ^ u t r i b u n )  a n d  t h e  s i n g i n g -
mam ft
g i r l s  ( q a i n a t ) .  The  f i r s t  w e r e  e i t h e r  s l a v e s  o r  f r e e m e n  
who w e r e  a t t a c h e d  tc  t h e  v i r  t u o s i  a s  a c c o m p a n i s t s ,  a n d  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n ,  a s  f r e e m e n ,  w as  an  i n f e r i o r  o n e .  The s e c o n d  c l a s s  
w e r e  s l a v e s ,  whof when t h e y  w e r e  b e t r o t h e d  o r  b ecam e  m o t h e r s ^  
w e r e  g i v e n  t h e i r  f r e e d o m . A t  t h e  c o u r t s ,  some t e n  o r  t w e l v e  
o f .  t h e  v i r t u o s i  w e r e  a l w a y s  t o  b e  f o u n d ,  w h i l s t  t h i r t y ,  f i f t y  
o r  e v e n  a  h u n d r e d  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e r e  a l s o  k e p t .
. As i n  t h e  Umayyad d a y s ,  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  
t a u g h t  by  t h e  v i r  t u o s i , m o re  f r e q u e n t l y  a t  t h e i r  s c h o o l s  o f  
m u s i c .  I n  t h e  ”G o l d e n  Age” , t h e  f a m o u s  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  / 
t h e  l e a d i n g  m u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  d a y ^ h a d  h i s  m u s i c  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l s .  H i g h  p r i c e s  w e r e  a s k e d  f o r  
t h e s e  f e m a l e  m u s i c i a n s ,  f o r  t h e y  w e r e  i n v a r i a b l y  h i g h l y  
a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  m u s i c ,  b u t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  
s c i e n c e . ^ *
C/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i ,  1 5 8 . W e  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  
o f  t h e  Umayyadsmtua w e r e  t h o  j o u r n a l i s t s  o f  t h e  d a y .
U n d e r  t h e  f A b b a s i d s  t h e y  w e r e  o f t e n  ” s p i e s ” . Knowing  
t h a t  m u s i c  w e n t  h a n d  i n  h a n d  w i t h  t h e  w i n e - c u p ,  a n d  
t h a t  ”mon i n  w i n e  s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h ” , t h e  f A b b a s i d s  l o o k e d  
t o  t h e i r  m u s i c i a n s  t o  k e e p  th e m  i n f o r m e d  o f  ”w h a t  t h e  
p e o p l e  t a l k e d  a b o u t ” . A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v , 1 1 3 .
y  A l - I  s f  a h a n i , > i  , 1 5 6 .  f . jkT, ? .
Pyr i n  t h e  A l f  L a i  l a  w a . L a i l a , i i ,  4 9 3 ,  we r e a d  o f  a
Z  s i n g i n g - g i r l  v e r s e d  i n  s y n t a x ,  p o e t r y ,  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  
e x e g e s i s ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  m u s i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  % 
g e o d e s y ,  g e o m e t r y ,  f a b l e s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s ,  t h e  Q u r > a n .  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  m e d i c i n e ,  l o g i c ,  u e t o r i c ,  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  
a n d  t h e  a r t  c f  p l a y i n g  t h e  l u v e . _  S e e  a l s o ,  i ,  280  ; i v ^  1 6 5 .  
I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i ,  1 9 8 .  I b r a h i m _ a l - M a u s i l i ,  s e l l i n g  
a  s i n g i n g - g i r l  t o  j a cf a r  a l - B a r m a k l ,  a s k e d  a  h i g h  p r i c e .  
The  l a t t e r  s a i d , -  ”What i s  h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  m e r i t  t h a t  , 
s h e  i s  p r i c e d  so h i g h ? ” . The  m u s i c i a n  r e p l i e d ,  ”T h o u g h
I t  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e d  to  \>e t h e  c u s t o m  a t  c o u r t  f o r  t h e  
v i r t u o s i  t o  he  h i d d e n  f r o m  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h o  K h a l i f  by  a  
c u r t a i n ,  a l t h o u g h  f r o m  L ane  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r  t h a t  w h a t  
r e a l l y  t o o k  p l a c e  w as  t h a t  t h e r e  w as  a  d a i s  o r  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  
m u s i c i a n s ,  w h i c h  was  s c r e e n e d  o f f . / ^  The a c c o u n t s  i n  th e  
K i t a /b  a l - a g h a n l  do n o t  a d m i t  o f  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
g e n e r a l l y .  I b n  J a m i *  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  m u s i c  s a l o o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t  
i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t o r y , -
”1 was  l e d  i n t o  a  l a r g e  a n d  s p l e n d i d  s a l o o n ,  a t  t h e  
e n d  o f  w h i c h  t h e r e  h u n g  a  g o r g e o u s  s i l k e n  c u r t a i n ^
I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  room  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s e a t s  f a c i n g  
t h e  c u r t a i n ,  a n d  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  s e a t s  h a d  b e e n  takefti 
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  by  f o u r  m u s i c i a n s ,  t h r e e  f e m a l e s  a n d  o n e  
m a l e ,  w i t h  l u t e s  ( f i d a n ) i n  t h e i r  h a n d s .  I  was  p l a c e d  
n e x t  t o  t h e  mam, a n d  t h e  com tand was  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  
c o n c e r t  to  b e g i n .  A f t e r  t h e s e  f o u r  h a d  s u n g ,  I  t u r n e d  
t o  my c o m p a n i o n  a n d  a s k e d  h im  t o  a c c o m p a n y  me w i t h  h i s  
i n s t r u m e n t ,  s a y i n g  to  h i m , -  ' S h a r p e n  ( s h a d d)  t h e
s t r i n g  o f  y o u r  l u t e  t h u s ,  to  r a i s e  t h e  p i t c h  ( t a b a q a ) »
_
a n d  go down t o  t h i s  f r e t  ( d a s t a n )  t h u s  when p l a y i n g ’ .
I  t h e n  s a n g  a  m e l o d y  o f  my own c o m p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  when
.
f i n i s h e d  f i v e  o r  s i x  e u n u c h s  came f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e  f
c u r t a i n  a n d  d e m an d ed  t h e  name o f  t h e  m e l o d y .  I  
r e p l i e d , -  ’ I t  i s  my o w n ’ . A f t e r  t h e y  h a d  r e t u r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  m e s s a g e ,  S a la m  a l - A b r a s h  ( t h e  c h i e f  e u n u c h )  
came f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e  c u r t a i n  a n d  s a i d , -  ’You l i e !  
i t  i s  b y  I b n  J a m i c   A g a i n  we a l l  s a n g  i n  t h e
( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  f o l i o ) . .  cU-un. ^
s h e  h a d  no o t h e r  m e r i t  t h a n  c f  s i n g i n g  t h i s  m e l o d y  w h i c h  i s  
m i n e ,  s h e  i s  w o r t h  t h e  p r i c e  a n d  m e r e ” . uuttu • i ;  h i g h l y  
p r c b a b l ^  t h a t  t h e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  E g y p t  t o d a y j w i w u i ^ ^  
fj a l i m a  ( " l e a r n e d ” ) f r o m  t h e  o l d  s t a t u s  o f  h e r  c l a s s .
C f .  L a n e ,  Mader n  E g y p t i a n s .  5 5 5 ,  w h o ^ s a y s  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  
be  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  H ebrew  w o rd  Talmah *  ”a  g i r l ” .
*
S e e  L a n e ’ s  " N o t e s ” t o  t h e  A r a b i a n  N i g h t s ^  i ,  2 0 5 .
. a g a i n  I  was  a s k e d  i t s  c o m p o s e r ,  a n d  o n c e  m o re  I  s a i d , -
f I t  i s  my o w n 1, a n d  o n c e  m o re  d i d  t h e  c h i e f  e u n u c h . s a y ,
’ You l i e !  i t  i s  b y  i b n  J a m i c . T h e n  I  s a i d ,  ’Y e s ,  a n d
I  am h e ’ . As s o o n  a s  I  h a d  u t t e r e d  t h e s e  w o r d s ,  t h e
c u r  t a i n  o p e n e d  a n d  F a £ l  i b n  R a b l c c r i e d - ’The  Commander
o f  t h e  F a i t h f u l ’ , a n d  H a r u n  a p p e a r e d  u p o n  t h e  a rm  o f
J a r f a r  a l - B a r m a k l ,  a n d 5a p p r o a c h i n g  me s a i d , -  ’ Ah i t  i s
y o u  I b n  J a m i f? . . . . . .  H a r u n  t h e n  r e c l i n e d  u p o n
a  d i w a n  a n d  commanded me to  s i n g 1 some new m e l o d y ,  a n d
S /I  t h e n  s a n g  my *ig c f  t h e  n e g r o e s ’1. / *
I n  t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  we s e e  t h e  K h a l i f  b e h i n d  t h e  c u r t a i n  £  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c ,  a » d  t h e n  p r a c t i c a l - ’y  <t e t o i a  t e t e  m &ajuuvM* 
w i t h  t h e  m u s i c i a n  who p e r f o r m s .  A s i m i l a r  s o r t  o f  t h i n g
9-  — —  _
o c c u r s  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g i n  i n  t h e  K i  t a b  a l  -  a  g h an  i . i b n  r Abd
a /^ o
R a b b i h i ^ r e l a t e s  t h a t  when I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  K h a l i f  A l -  
M ahd i  becam e  r e c o n c i a j t i l ^ i ^  t h e  m u s i c i a n  u s e d  t o  s a y ,  -
”1 r e c l i n e d  w i t h  t h e  k h a l i f  ( o n  a  d i v a n )  a n d  h e  p a t t e d  me w i t f i
h i s  h a n d  a s  a f a m i l i a r  f r i e n d  w o u ld  d o ” . ^
D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  c o v e r e d  by  ??The  G o l d e n  Ago” ,
A r a b i a n  m u s i c  made g r e a t e r  p r o g r e s s  a s  an  a r t  t h a n  d u r i n g  
a n y  o t h e r  p e r i o d .  T h i s  was  d u e  p r i m a r i l y  t o  two c a u s e s ,  vijJ* 
w h i c h  c a n  be  v i e w e d  a p a r t  f r o m  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o s p e r i t y  o r  
p o l i t i c a l  p o i s e .  T h e s e  c a u s e s  w e r e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  S h i  r a
— 4 '* — -5K
a n d  | j |u c t a z i l i  i d e a s  u p o n  I s l a m ,  a n d  t h e  d o m i n g  n o t e  o f  
G r e e k  s c i e n t i f i c  c u l t u r e  i n  s e c u l a r  l i f e .  The f o r m e r  
b r o u g h t  a  m o re  t o l e r a n t  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  m u s i c  i n - s o - f a r  
a s  I s l a m  was  c o n c e r n e d .
^  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  7 8 - 8 0  ( a b r i d g e d )
X- I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .
_ „
The S h i f i t e s  w e r e  tjhe s e c t  ( s h i f i ) o r  f o l l o w e r s  o f  r A l i .
T h e y  w e r e  a l w a y s  m o re  t o l e r a n t  & o p e n - m i n d e d  o n  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of m u s i c  t h a n  t h e  Sunnites o r  o r t h o d o x  M u s l i m s .  
The P e r s i a n s  a r e  S h i f i t e s .
2 4  The  M u ftazilites. ( ’’S e c e d e r s ” ) w e r e  t h e .  Rationalists o f  
t h e  d a y .
S t r a n g e  t o  s a y  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s  h a d  some p o w e r  
a t  c o u r t .  W h i l s t  t h e  Umayyads  k e p t  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n /  t o  h i s  
p r i v a t e  a n d  d o m e s t i c  s p h e r e ,  t h e  f A b b a s i d s  b r o u g h t  h im  i n t o  
c o u r t ,  a n d  made h im  t a k e  p a r t  i n  p u b l i f  p o l i e y ,  F a v o u r i n g  
t h e  t h e o l o g i a n  i n  t h i s  w a y ,  w as  e v i d e n t l y  c o n d i l e r e d  a  
b e t t e r  p o l i c y  t h a n  k e e p i n g  h im  a t  a  d i s t a n c e .  The p e r s o n a l  
c o n t a c t  seems t o  h a v e  e n a b l e d  t h e  K h a l i f s  to  g e t  t h e i r  own 
way t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t ,  and  c e r t a i n l y  i t  o b t a i n e d  so  
f a r  a s  m u s i c  a n d  o t h e r  ’’f o r b i d d e n  p l e a s u r e s ” w e r e  c o n c e r n e d .  
H a r u n  s a i d  to  I b r a h i m  i b n  S a f d a l - Z u h r i  t h e  t h e o l o g i a n  o n e  
d a y , -  ”1 h e a r  t h a t  M a l i k  i b n  Anas  m a k e s  s i n g i n g  a  c r i m e ” .
The c o u r t  t h e o l o g i a n  r e p l i e d , -  ”H as  M a l i k  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
l o o s e  arid b i n d ?  . . . . . . . . I f  I  tftM h e a l A  Mal i k  c o n d e m n i n g  i t ,
a n d  I  h a d  t h e  p o w e r ,  I  w o u ld  i m p r o v e  h i s  e d u c a t i o n ” , v*
H a r u n  was  a m u se d  a t  t h e  r e p l y .  I n d e e d ,  w h a t  o t h e r  r e p l y  
cou ld*  A l - Z u h r i  h a v e  m a d e ,  s e e i n g  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  k n e w ,  a n d  
many t o  t h e i r  c o s t ,  t h a t  i t  w as  H a r u n  a l o n e  who c o u l d  
”l c t  so  um i n d ” . Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  o r t h o d o x  s t i l l  m u r m u r e u ,  
a n d  we h a v e  t h e  p o e t  B a s h s h a r  i b n  B u r d ,  h i m s e l f  a  
R a t i o n a l i s t , N v o i c i n g  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  i n  a  s a t i r e ,  s a y i n g  
how i n c o n g r u o u s  i t  was  t o  f i n d  a  ”S u c c e s s o r  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t
i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  w i n e - b o t t l e s  a n d  l u t e s ” . ‘ ’̂ d e A_____
P r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s i d e  o f  m u s i c a l . a r t  
h a d  l o n g  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  p r e v e n t  f u i f t e r  
p r o g r e s s .  I n  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e  we s e e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  b o t h  
B y z a n t i& r  a n d  P e r s i a ^  t h e  l a t t e r  p e r h a p s  th e  m o s t  m a r k e d .  
P e r s i a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  f r o m  K h u r a s a n ,  made i t s e l f
I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 0 .
(St A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  7 1 .  Be M e y n a r d  t r a n s l a t e s  t n e  p a s s a g e  
a s * ’’l u t e s  a n d  o b o e s ” ,  b u t  t h e  t e x t  h a s  z i q q  
C f .  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l i n e s  q u o t e d  by  A b u * l - cA la  a l - M a ca r r i  
w h e r e  i t  r u n s , -  ”f l u t e  ( n a y )  an d  t h e  l u t e  ( fu d ) ” .
b r o u g h t  h im  to s  d e a t h .
f e l t  c n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  Al-Ma^mun ( 8 1 5 ) ,  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  
t h a t  i t  p u s h e d  h a c k  th £  A r a b i a n  a s c e n d a n c y  w h i c h  A l-A m in  
r e p r e s e n t e d . A  I t s e f f e c t  o n  m u s i c  h o w e v e r ,  was  l e s s  t h a n  
m  o t h e r  s p h e r e s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  q u i t e  u n i m p o r t a n t .  3 y z a n t i u m  
c o n t r i b u t e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  m u s i c a l  c u l t u r e ^  f t H u u t ^  What 
t h e  A r a b s  g o t  f r o m  B y z a n t i u m  was  th e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  t h e o r y ,  
w h i c h  w as  a  c l o s e d  boo k  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  l a n d  o f  i t s  
b i r t h ,  an  I i t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r s  t u r n o d
t h e * a  w o r k s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  t h e o r i s t s  i n t o  A r a b i c ,  t h a t  
t h e  E a s t  r e v i v e d  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e m .  From t h e s e  s o u r c e s ,  
t h e  A r a b s  c e r t a i n l y  b o r r o w e d ,  b u t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  f i n d  a n y ^  
e x p r e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  " G o ld e n  Age**. T h a t  we know q u i t e  
d e f i n i t e l y  f r o m  A l - I s f a h a n i .'r
On t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o g r e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
u n d e r  s u r v e y  was  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n d i g e n o u s .  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l !  
came f o r w a r d ,  a s  t h e  c h i e ^  m u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  <day, t o  l a y  down., 
a n d  f i x  d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h e  t h e o r y  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  f a l l e n  
i n t o  n e g l e c t  s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  o f  T u n i s  a l - h a t i b .  I t  was 
I s h a q  s a y s  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  who f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  m e t h o d i c a l l y  . 
t h e  g e n r e s  ( a . i n a s ) o f  t h e  m e l o d i c  m o d es  ( a  s  a b l f ) a n d  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  ( t a r a H q )  o f  r h y t h m i c  m o d es  ( i q a f a t ) ,  w h i c h ,  
i n  t n e  w o r k s  o f  'Y u n i s  a l - n a t i b , w e r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  
i n d i c a t e d . ^  A l - K h a l i l  i b n  Ahmad, o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  
s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  f i r s t  s c i e n t i f i c  b o o k s  
o n  m u s i c a l  t h e o r y ,  i n  h i s  K i t a b  a l - n a g h a q  (Book  o f  N o t e s ) ,  
an(i  K i t a b  a l - i q a c (Book c f  R h y t h m ) . ^ *  M ere  i m p o r t a n t  s t i l l  
w e r e  t h e  t r e a t i s e s  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  A l - K i n d i ,  no l e s s  t h a n  
e i g h t  or n i n e  o f  t h e s e  s t a n d i n g  to  h i s  c r e d i t . y  From t h e * *  
l a t t e r ,  we g e t  a  c l o s e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  
o f  t h e  g r e a t  v i r t u o s i  o f  t h e  " G o l d e n  A g e " .  C o l l e c t o r s  o f
(j* J u r j i  Z a i d a n ,  1 8 5 - 6 .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v,, 5 5 .  
y* Al^-fihrl81+ 4-3 •
^  A l - F i n r i ' s t ,  .
so
s o n g s  s u c h  a s  Y ahya  a l - M a k k l ,  Ahmad i b n  Yahya al-M ak ki, 
F u l a i h  i b n  A b i ^ l - cA u r a * ,  an d  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  i s s u e d  
s e v e r a l  w o r k s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  l a s t  named c o m p i l e d  a  d o z e n  o r  
b o c k s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n s .® K  
] t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  we s e e  hew c o n s i d e r a b l e  wmiw, t h e  p u r o l y  
A r a b i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  w e r e  i n  t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ^ ^
The  r h y t h m i c  m o d e s : fjLqS f at) appear to have boon l i t t le  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  w h a t  we s a w ' i n  Umayyad t i m e s .  T h e s e  a r e  
fully d e s c r i b e d  b y  Al—K i n d i  i n  h i s  f l i s a l a  f i  ijza* khabarriya 
now p r e s e r v e d  i n  B e r l i n . ^  T h e s e  m odes  w o re  now n a m e d , —
I. Ai.-t.uaah al-a«2 .
2 .  A l—t h a a i l  a l - t h a n i .
3 .  A l - Makh u r i .
4 .  K h a f l f  a l - t h a a i l .
5 .  A l - R a m a l ,
6 .  K h a f l f  a l - r a m a l
? .  K h a f l f  a l - k h a f l f d
8 • A l-haza .j.
The o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  t h e  nam es  o f  t h e  Umayyads  i s  
t h a t  we h a v e  a  k h a f l f  a l - k h a f i f  m e n t i o n e d  i n s t e a d  o f  a  
r a m a l  t u n b u r i .  We s e e  t h e s e  m odes  b e i n g  a d o p t e d  by t h e  
P e r s i a n s ,  who a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  p o s s e s s  t h e m .  I t  was  n e t  
u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  t h a t  P e r s i a  a d o p t e d  t h e  r a m a l  
r h y t h m i c  m o d e ,  w h i c h  was  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  them by  a  m u s i c i a n  
named S a l m a x . ^
V A A ^ ^ A A A A A A A A A A A A /iV k iW ^ ^• *
I n  t h e  m e l o d i c  m o d es  ( a s a b i c ) « t h e  o l d  p r i n c i p l e s  
s t i l l  o b t a i n e d ,  b u t  i n n o v a t i o n s  h a d *  m ade  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e .  
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  h a d  c o m p o se d  a  s o n g  w h i c h  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i ,  who w r o t e  t o  t n e
A l - F i h r i s t .  14-1-5 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  1 ,1 .8 3 .  v i ,  1 7 , 1 8 .  x v ,  1 5 9 .
iv 550c . ; . i. _ ; l , v .  ®  a j ~  / k o * * *
A l - I s f a h a n i , i ,  1 5 1 .
f o r m e r  a s k i n g  h im  t o  l e t  h im  h a v ^  I s h a q  r e p l i e d  by  l e t t e r  
g i v i n g  h im  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  v e r s e  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  !?i t s  
r h y t h m  ( i q a c ) a n d  i t s  b a s l t .  i t s  b o u r s e *  (i^ a . j r a ) a n d  i t s  
m e l o d i c  mode ( a s b a g) , i t s  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  d i v i d i n g  ( t a . i z H y . y a ) 
an d  i t s  p a r t s  ( a q s a m ) . t h e  , ~n r r n i  ~ 1 n n o f
i t s  n o t e s  and  t h e  p l a c e s  o f  th e  r e s t s  (m a q a t i  g) . t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  i t s  m o d u l a t i o n s  (;adw ar ) a n d  i t s  m e a s u r e s  
( aw za n ) tf
The p a s s a g e  g i v e s  u s  a J f a i r  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l
n o m e n c l a t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  . I . q a f .  a s b a f .  a n d  j g a j r a , , we a r e  ,
• -  * -  v — I (mm*.
^ a l r e a d y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h .  TheKf r a s i t  c r  f r f c s a t ^ ba
d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  r h y t h m i c  m odes  ( l q a <a t )
c o r d i n g  to  t h e i r  t e m p i ,  i n t o  s l o w  ( t h a q l l )  o r
q u i c k  ( k h a f l f ) .  The w o rd  f o r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  d i v i d i n g
o f  t h e  m e l o d y  o r  r h y t h m  h a s  i t s  r o o t  i n  i a z a 1a .  w h i c h  o p e n s
u p  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s p e c u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  m o d e r n
t e r m  j-az.z,^* The m a q a t i f ( r e s t s )  a r e  d e t a i l e d  i n
•  " -  -  /  
t h e  r h y t h m i c  m odes  g i v e n  by A l - K i n d i ,  The adwar  ( s i n g ,  d a u r )
w e r e  made up  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t e t r a c h o r d  o f  o n e  m e l o d i c  mode
( a s p a f ) a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  t e t r a c h o r d  o f  a n o t h e r .
T r a n s p o s i t i o n  s c a l e s  c a l l e d  t a b a q a t  ( s i n g .  | a , b a q a ) 
w e r e  p r a c t i s e d .  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  h e  s p e n t  
y e a r s  i n  m a s t e r i n g  t h e s e  t a b a q a t .  B u t  t h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  
l i t t l e  e x a g g e r a t i o n s  o f  A l - I s f a h a n i .  I s h a q  was o n e  o f  t h e  
1?s t a r s 5T o f  A r a b i a n  m u s i c ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h e  d i d ,  
a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  a n n a l i s t s ,  was  i n v a r i a b l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  
a  g r a r x d i o s e  w ay .  I n s t e a d  o f  h a v i n g  two o r  t h r e e  m odes
\y r A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  5 4 ,  5 6 .
B o t h  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  K i t a b a l - a g h a n i  h a v e  . Do
M e y n a r d  r i g h t l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  b® adwa r . 
( I b r a h i m ,  3 2 5 ) .  S t r a n g e  to  s a y ,  K o s e g a r t e n  ( L i b . C a n t .  
1 8 5 ) ,  i n  q u o t i n g  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  a c t u a l l y  o m i t s  t h i s  w o r d
By  S e e  my a r t i c l e  o n  T h e  A ra b  I n f l u e n c e  o n  M u s ic  i n  t h e  
W e s t e r n  S o u d a n  i n  t h e  t ^ u s i c a l  S t a n d a r d n N o v . ,  1 9 2 4 .
ich a s  we n a v e  n o w a d a y s ,  t h e  A r a b s  h a d  m o r e ,  a n d  t h e s e  
/ b a g a t  we r e  l i k e  c h a n g e s  o f  k e y  s i g n a t u r e .
T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a s s a g e ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  
ke A r a b s  e m p l o y e d  g e n r e s  s i m i l a r  to  t h e  
G r e e k s .  The t e t r a c h o r d  was t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  l a n d m a r k  o f  
t h e  A r a b s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w as  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s t r e t c h  o f
a r i a t i o nt h e  hand" o n  t h e  l u t e . / *  The G r e e k s  c a l l e d  t h e i r
>f t h e  t e t r a c h o r d . -  g e n r e s yev ' r )  ) , w h i c h  t h e r e  w a r
t h r e e , —t h e  d i a t o n i c ^  c h ro m a t i c » a n d  e n h a r m o n i c .. I n  t h e
n e x t  c e n t u r y ,  t h e s e  w e r e  known t c  t h e  A r a b s  a s  t h e /  a a w i ,
-  0/C 1 ^
k h u n t h a w i .  a n d  r a s i m  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  T h a t  t h e  A r a b s  o f
t h e  p e r i o d  t h a t  we a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  u s e d  t h e s e  g e n r e s
i s  q u i t e  l i k e l y ,  a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  s e e m s  t o  s h o w , - ^
TTI  r e a d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  b o o k ^ t h a t  Muhammad i b n  a l - H a s a n
(& I  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  i s  I b n  M u s J ^ b ) ^ m e n t i o n s  I s h a q  a l -
M a u s i l i .  T hen  h e  s a y s , -  ' H i s  a r t  was  c o r r e c t  i n
p r i n c i p l e s  ( u s u l ) ,  a n d  h i s  n o t e s y w o n d e r f u l  o f
a r r a n g e m e n t  ( t a r t i b ) ,  a n d  h i s  d i v i s i o n  ( a i s m )  j u s t  o f
AS
m e a s u r e s  ( a w z a n ) . And h e  u s e d  to  p e r f o r m  i n  t u n n y . A '
A,
b u s u t  ( s i n g .  f r l s a t ) o f  t h e  r h y t h m s  ( l q a ca t ) ,  a n d  w h i c h ­
e v e r  ba sa f r  h e  w i s h e d  t o  s i n g  a  s o n g  i n ,  h e  u s e d  t h e  
wa (=* q a w i ) s o n g  w h i c h  w as  t h e  b i s a t  o f  t h e  a b l e s t  o f  
the^nuLM amtm ( q u d ama**) .  . . .  S o m e t i m e s  h e  w o u l d  s e e k  
t h e  v e r y  t h r e s h o l d  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s  ( a w a H l ) a n d  w o u ld  
f o l l o w  t h e i r  m a n n e r  i n  t h e i r  m e t h o d s .  T h e n  he  w o u l d  
b u i l d  u p o n  t h e  r a s i ^ ,  a n d  w o rk  i t  o u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  
e x a m p l e .  He w o u ld  t h e n  make  i t  c |aw i ,  a n d  so  h i s  w o rk  
b e cam e  s t r o n g  a n d  f i r m  u n i t i n g  i h  i t  two s t a t e s , -  
t h e  s t r o n g  i n  n a t u r e  (& i t  i s  e a s y  o f  m e t h o d ) ^  a n d  
t h e  k h u n t h a  ( »  k h u n t h a w i )  i n  w h i c h  a r e  many n o t e s  
( n a g h a m) a n d  t h e i r  a r r a n g e m e n t  ( t a r t i b )  b e t w e e n  t h e
Ik. T h i s  p o i n t  i s  w l r t h  n o t i n g  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  w e a d f s  
t h e o r i e s  i n  h i s  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f
s i c a l  S c a l e s , 4 i 5 .  
^  A l - K h w a r i z m i , 2 4 5 - 4 y a 1 -  1 s  f  a h a n  i , v
h i g h  ( s i y y a h ) and  t h e  l e w  ( i s j a h ) o c t a v e s  . T h i s  a r t  
• * v
i s  m o re  a k i n  i n  t h e  t a b a q a t  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s
( a w a M l )  t h a n  t c  t h e  l e s s  r e m o t e  p e o p l e " . ^
D i s c u s s i o n s  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  m u s i c ,  e v e n  b e f o r e
t h e  ^ h a i i f s ,  b o t h  by  t h e  v i r t u o s i  an d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c
m u s i c i a n s . w e r e  n o t  uncommon, a n d  t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  r e v e a l  t h e
t e m p e r  o f  t h e  t i m o , ^ *  a  p h o n e t i c  n o t a t i o n  was
known d u r i n g  t h e  " G o l d e n ' A ge” t h e r e  c a n  bo ho d o u b t .
P e r h a p s  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  I s h a q  t o  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  m e n t i o n e d
a b o v e  c o n t a i n e d  a  n o t a t i o n .  we c e r t a i n l y  r e a d  t h a t  K h a l i f
Al-Ma>mun ( i n  8 1 9 )  " w a i t e d  t w e n t y  m o n t h s  w i t h o u t  h e a r i n g  a
l e t t e r  ( h a r f )  o f  m u s i c  ( g h i n a *  ) A l - K i n d i  ( d . c a . 8 7 4 )
u s e s  a  n o t a t i o n  i n  h i s  f t i s a l a  f l  k h u b r  t a ^ l i f  a l - a l h a n ^ a n d
t h i s  i s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  d e f i n i t e  u s e  o f  i t  among t h e  A r a b s .
C o n s i d e r a b l e  c h a n g e s  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  6 a t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  s i d e .  The l u t e  ( ru d ) s t i l l  c o n t i n u e d  to  b e  
t h e  c h i e A  i n s t r u m e n t ,  a n d  d u r i n g  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  8 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  o n e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s  named z a l z a l ,  i n t r o ,  m e e d  
a  new t y p e  w h i c h  was  s o o n  g e n e r a l l y  a d o p t e d .  T h i s  " p e r f e c t  
l u t e "  w as  c a l l e d  t h e  fu d  a l - s h a b b u t . an d  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  n e c k  a n d  f i n g j  r - b o a r d  
w e r e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d ,  n o t  a s  i n  t h e  o l d  l u t e ,  w h e r e  t h e  
n e c k  g r a d u a l l y  b r o a d e n e d  o u t  t o  t h e  b o d y .  I t  was  s t i l l  
s t r u n g  w i t h  f o u r  s t r i n g , A l t h o u g h  i n  A l - A n d a l u s ,  a  m u s i c i a n  
named Z i r y a b ,  a d d e d  a  f i f t h .f
By t h e  " a n c i e n t s "  we may p r e s u m e  t h a t  t h e  G r e e x s  a r e  
/  m e a n t ,  w h i l s t  t h e " o l d e r  p e o p l e "  p r o b a b l y  r e f e r s  t o
h i s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  B y  t h e  " l e s s ^ i  r e m o t e  
p e o p l e "  w e  m a y  i n f e r  t h a t  t h e  B y z a n t i n e s  a r e  i n t e n d e d
@  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  V ,  2 2 , 2 5 , 5 3 ,  6 0 - i .  i x ,  7 4 .
2 /  P e r h a p s  " p a r t i c l e " .  3^ I b n  fJ ibd  R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .
y  g r l t i s h  M u s e u m O r .  2 3 6 1 .
y* g e r l i n  M S . ,  A h l w a r d t ,  N o . 5 5 3 0 ,  f c l . . 3 0 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v  55  
2 /  A l - M a $ r i ,  Moh.: D y n . ,  i i ,  1 1 6 .
T h i s  Z i r y a b ,  w h i l s t  h e  was  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) ,  h a d
i n t r o d u c e d  some n o v e l  f e a t u r e s  t o  t h e  l u t e .  W h i l s t  h i s
i n s t r u m e n t  was  '’e q u a l  i n  s i z e  an d  made c f  th e  same w o o d ” , i t
was  h e a v i e r  by  n e a r l y  o n e - t h i r d .  H i s  s t r i n g s  a l s o  w e r e  made
d i f f e r e n t l y  f r o m  t h o s e  i n  u s e  p r e v i o u s l y .  They w e r e  made c f
s i l k  a n d  n o t  s p u n  w i t h  h o t  w a t e r . ^  / T h e  seconc  /  2 t h i r d ,  &
f o u r t h  s t r i n g s ,  h e  c l a i m e d ,  w e r e  ’’made  o f  t h e  e n t r a i l s  o f  a
y p u n g  l i o n ,  w h i c h  a r e  known to  b e  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  o f
a n y  o t h e r  a n i m a l  i n  p o i n t  o f  s t r e n g t h ,  d e e p n e s s  o f  t o n e ,  a n d
c l e a r n e s s  0 f  s o u n d ” B e s i d e s  t h i s / h e  c l a i m e d ,  t h e y  w o u ld
b e a r  a  much  l o n g e r  p u l s a t i o n  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  i n j u r e d ,  a n d  w e r e
n o t  so l i a b l e  t o  c h a n g e s  o f  t e m p e r a t u r e . ® ^
We r e a d  o f  l a r g e  b a n d s  o f  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  p l a y i n g ^ i ^ M M M
l u t e s  i n  t h e s e  d a y s ,  f o r  t h e s e  w e r e  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s
f o r  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t .  O n ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  do we r e a d  o f  
I ? _  
t h e  mi z a f  a (QwXwumf  ) o r  t u n b u r  ( p a n  d o r  e )  be ing :  u s e d .  More
g e n e r a l  f o r  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t , a f t e r  t h e  l u t e ,  w e r e  t n e  wood­
w in d  i n s t r u m e n t s  ( m a z a m i r ) .  t h e  drum ( t a b ! )  a n d  t h e  t a m b o u r i n e
( d u f f ) . O o e n - a i r  m u s i c  c o n s i s t e d  o f  d ru m s  (J t u b u l i and  r e e d -  
. . . ------
p i p e s  ( s u r  n a y  a t )« a n d  t h e  c o u r t  m i l i t a r y  b a n d  o f  A l-A m iu  
w as  t h u s ,  c o n s t i t u t e d , 7/  w h i c h  sh ew s  t h a t  t h e  o l d  m i l i t a r y  
m u s i c  o f  t h e  P a g a n  A r a b s  s t i l l  h e l d  t h e  f i e l d  i n  s p i t e  o f  
a l i e n  i n f l u e n c e s .
Some w r i t e r s  h a v e  i m a g i n e d  t h a t  t h e s e  b a n d s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  
by  a  c o n d u c t o r  w i t h  J j a t c n  i n  h a n d .  /  T h i s ,  we b e l i e v o ,  i s  du e  
t o  a  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c f  a p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  rJ q d  a l - f a r i d  w h i c h  
r u n s , -  ’’I b r a h i m  ( a l - M a u s i l i )  was  t h e  f i r s t  t o  b e a t  t n e  
r h y t h m  ( I q a c ) w i t h  a  .qadXb” , W  T h i s  ’’b e a t i n g ” was  w h a t  we h a v e  
a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t n  t h e  ’’ i m p r o v i s a t i o n ” . 5 ^
Cf t n e  t e x t  tc  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  th e  m o a n i n g .
MM/ A l - M a q q a r i ,  A n a l e c t e s ,  i i ,  8 8 .  M c h . D y n . ,  i i ,  1 1 6 - 2 1 .  4 1 0 .  
A l - I s f  a h a n l ,  x v i ,  1 5 8 .
A4  S y e d  Ameer f A l i ,  S n o r t .  H i s t . ,  4 5 1 .  P e r r o n ,  gemmae A r a b e a ,
F . S a l v a d o r  D a n i e l ,  9'8, F e t i s ,  il i s t  . G e n . , i i , J L 2 1 ^  __
The l a t t e r  a t t r i b u t e s  t n e  £ l q d a c c o u n t  t o  I e n a q  a l - M a u s i l i
I  mi r Abd R a b l i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .
CV rphe  c u s t o m  was  m uch  o l d e r  t h a t  I b r a h i m  a l —M a u s i l i .  C f .
' A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  97*•  -  -  ^JUf-CAJL , .
•ty  e to* n a s  s u r c a v a f  i c
The d o c t r i n e  o f  t n e  e t h o d  was now d e f i n i t e l y  l i n k e d  u p  
w i t h  m u s i c .  T h i s  o l d  S e m i t i c  i d e a  h a d  b e o n  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by 
t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  S a b a e a n s  o f  H a r r a n ,  a n d  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  
t h e o r i e s .  E v e r y t h i n g  t e r r e s t r i a l  was c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
s e m e t n i n g  c e l e s t i a l .  The  s e v e n  n o t e s  o f  t h e  s c a l e  c c r r e s p c u l e d  
t o  t h e  p l a n e t s .  The t w e l v e  s i g n s  o f  the  z o d i a c ,  w e r e  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t n e  f o u r  p e g s ,  f o u r  f r e t s ,  a n d  f o u r  s t r i n g s  o f  
t h e  l u t e .  The  f o u r  s t r i n g s  w e r e  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r i m e v a l  
e l e m e n t s ,  t h e  w i n d s ^ t h e  s e a s o n s ,  t h e  h u m o u r s ,  t h e  m e n t a l
77?
f a c u l t i e s ,  c o l o u r s ,  p e r f u m e s ,  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  z o d i a c ,  M o o n ,
a n d  t h e  w o r ld . ,  an d  so o n .  A l - E i n d i  d e a l s  w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n
IVa t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l e n g t h . /  I n  A l - A n d a l u s ,  we s e e  t h a t  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  was  i n  f u l l  s w i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  z i r y a b . * ^
We h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  m u s i c  s c h o o l  a t  B ag h d a d  
c o n t r o l l e d  by  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  we g e t  
no i n f o r m a t i o n  t i o r / 1 tie d i d a c t i c  m e t h o d s  w h i c h  o b t a i n e d  t h e r e .  
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  g i v e s  u s  some i d e a  o f  h i s  m u s i c a l  s t u d i e s  
He s a y s , -  5fI  s p e n t  t e n  y e a r s  i n  m a s t e r i n g  t h e  p i t c h  (^ a i  r o f  
e a c h  l o c a l e ^ t r a n s p o s i t i o n ?( l a b a q a ) « a n d  e a c h  n o t e  ( n a g ian a ) ,  
and  t h e  p l a c e s  f r o m  w n i c h  t h e  m e l o d i e s  ( n a g h am) a r e  
d e r i v e d ” . ^  I s h a q  was  t h e  f i r s t  to  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  f a l s e t t o  
( t a k h n i t h ) .
I n  A l - A n d a l u s  we g e t  b e t t e r  news ifcA toto  m u s i c  s c h o o l
f o u n d e d  by  Z i r y a b .  B e f o r e  h i s  d a y  s a y s  t h e  e r u d i t e  J u l i a n
R i b e r a ,  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  o f  s i n g i n g  h a d  no o t h e r  m e t h o d  c f
t e a c h i n g  t h e i r  p u o i l s  t h a n  to  s i n g  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e n  g e t
:$/
them t o  i m i t a t e  t h e i r  e x a m p l e  to  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y / *
Z i r y a b  c h a n g e d  a l l  t h i s .  He d i v i d e d  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  i n t o  t h r e e
Cfc l  50^ /
I B e r l i n  MS. be . 5 5 1 0 ,  
y .  A l - M a q q a r i ,  f c o h ^ J l y n . ,  i i ,  1 1 8 .
ZA A l - I s f a n a n I ,  v ,  5 7 - 8 .
y  R i b e r a ,  h a  e u s e n a n z a  d e  l o s  m^usui.mai e s  e s p a n L j . e s .
p a r t s .  F i r s t ,  m e  r h y t h m ,  m e t r e ,  a n d  w o r d s  o f  a s o n g  w e r e  
t a u g h t  t o  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  a m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t .  T h e n ,  
h h e  m e l o d y  i n  i t s  s i m p l e  s t a t e  was  m a s t e r e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  
" g l o s s "  ( z a H d a ;  was  i n t r o d u c e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  m e t h o d  
a d o p t e d  by Z i r y a b  w i t h  b e g i n n e r s .  "W heneve r  a  y o u t h  came t o  hirr 
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t a k i n g  l e s s o n s  i n  v o c a l . m u s i c ,  he  made h im 
s i t  down o n  t h e  r o u n d  c u s h i o n  c a l l e d  m i s w a r a ,  an d  b a d e  h im  
e x e r t  t h e  f u l l  p o w er  o f  h i s  v o i c e .  I f  h i s  v o i c e  was  w e a k ,  h e  
was  made  to  t i e  h i s  t u r b a n  r o u n d  h i s  w a i s t , - a  p r a c t i c e
w h ic h  i s  w e l l  fencwn to  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v o i c e ...............I f  t h e  y o u t h
s t a m m e r e d ,  o r  c o u l d  n o t  w e l l  o p e n  h i s  m c u t h , ^ i f  h e  h a d  t h e  
h a b i t  o f  c l e n c h i n g  h i s  t e e t h  w h e n e v e r  h e  s p o k e ,  he  b a d e  h im  
p u t  i n s i d e  h i s  m o u th  a  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  wood t h r e e  i n c h e s  ( t h r o e  
f i n g e r s )  i n  w i d t h ,  w h i c h  he was  t o  x e e p  t h e r e  d a y  a n d  n i g h t  tgs? 
u n t i l  h i s  j a w s  w e r e  w e l l  e x p a n d e d .  T h i s  b e i n g  d o n e  ho made 
h im o r y  o u t  to  t h e  t o p  o f  h i s  v o i c e ,  y a  h a j j a m  o r  a h ? « WWW 
t e l l i n g  h im  to  p r o t r a c t  t h e  s o u n d  a s  much  a s  p o s s i b l e :  i f  he  
f o u n d  t h a t  h e  u t t e h e d  t h o s e  w o r d s  i n  a  c l e a r ,  p o w e r f u l ,  a n d  
s o n o r o u s  v o i c e , ^  h e  a d m i t t e d  h im  i n t o  t h e  num ber  o f  h i s  
p u p i l s ,  a n d  s p a r e d  no t r o u b l e  o r  f a t i g u e  t o  make h im  a n  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  s i n g e r ;  i f  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  t o o k  no f u r t h e r  
p a i n s  w i t h  h im " .* /^
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  th e  i n o r d i n a t e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  m u s i c a l  a r t  
a n d  f r e l l e s  l e t t r e s  d u r i n g  t h e  " G o l d e n  A g e " ,  t h e  g r e a t  
c l a s s i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  f e l l  i n t o  d e s u e t u d e .  The o l d  q a s i d a  w h i c h  
" b r e a t h e d  o f  t h e  d e s e r t " ,  was  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t .  Trie 
l i t t e r a t e u r s  m A #  w e r e  P e r s i a n s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  a n d ,  a s  
c i t i z e n s  o f  gay  a n d  f e s t i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e y  saw l i t t l e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t e r n  i d e a l s  o f  A r a b  l i f e  w h i c h  f o r m e d  t h e  
b a c k g r o u n d  o f  A r a b i c  p o e t r y .  H e n c e ,  a new s c h o o l  a r o s e ,  i n  
w h i c h  we f i n d  " t h e  m a d d e s t  g a i e t y  an d  t h e  s h a m o f u i l o s t
yu  l i t e r a l l y , -  " W i t h o u t  a n y  r o u g h n e s s ,  n o r  s t r a i g h t n e s s ,  
/  n o r  n a r r o w n e s s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n " .
11/ A l - M a q q a r T, M o h .o y n . , i i ,  1 2 1 .  A na^ec^ te^ ,  i i ,  8 8 - 9 .
f r i v o l i t y ;  s t r a i n s  o f  l o f t y  m e d i t a t i o n  m i n g l e d  w i t h  a  w o r l d ­
w id e  p e s s i m i s m ;  d e l i c a t e  s e n t i m e n t ,  u n f o r c e d  p a t h o s ,  a n d  
g l o w i n g  r h e t o r i c ;  h u t  s e l d o m  t h e  m a n l y  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  t h e
w i l d ,  i n v i g o r a t i n g  f r e e d o m  a n d  i n i m i t a b l e  f r e s h n e s s  o f
— 2/B adawi  so  n g ,f. /*
M u s i c ,  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  s o n g ,  w h i c h  was  f a r  m o re  i n
f a v o u r  t h a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  becam e  s i m i l a r l y
a f f e c t e d .  As f a r  b a c k  a s  t h e  d a y s  o f  Mar b a d  & I b n  S u r a i j ,
t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  g r o w i n g  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  a  l i g h t e r  ( Ah a f i f )
r h y t h m i c  mode i n  p l a c e  o f  "the m o re  s e r i o u s  o n e  ( k a & l l  thmm) . ^
The c r a z e  f o r  t h e  f o r m e r  g r e w ,  a n d  t h e  h a z a j  a n d  n ^ k h u r i
r h y t h m i c  modes* w e r e  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  i n  d em an d .  Hakam a l -
W a d i f b e i n g  u p r a i d e d  by  h i s  s o n  f o r  p a n d e r i n g  t o  t h e  t a s t e  o f
p u b l i c  i n  t h i s  way w i t h  t h e  h a z a j  r h y t h m  a n s w e r e d  h i m : -  :,My
s o n ,  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  I  h a v e  s u n g  i n  t h e  t h a q i l  r h C ^ m i i c  m odes
a n d  h a r d l y  g a i n e d  a  l i v i n g ,  y e t  i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  s i n g i n g  i n
t h e  h a z a j , I  h a v e  e a r n e d  m ore  money  t h a n  t h o u  h a s t  s e e n  i n
t h y  l i f e 1’ I t  w as  t n e  o l d  s t o r y ,  t h e  m u s i c i a n  h a d  to  g e t
h i s  l i v i n g ,  an d  a r t . h a d  t o  go by  t h e  b o a r d .  Even a  g r e a t
a r t i s t e  l i k e  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  h a d  t o  bow t o  t h e  dem and f o r
*  *  . .
t h e  h a z a j , % n i l s t  h i s  f a t h e r  made h i s  name w i t h  t h e  jftaknu r i . °r
2 / h i c h o l s o n ,  l i l t , H i s t . ,  o f  t h e  A r a b s .  2 9 1 .
A l - I s f a h a n T , i , 1 1 6 .
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v ,  8 5 , 8 9 ,  1 1 5 .  
'S/C A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  \ i ,  6 6 .
e  j  ‘‘-AS  f
(3)
v . i r t u o s i  of* t h e  ”G o l d e n  A ge” won u n d y i n g  f a m e ,  f o r  
t h e i r  nam es  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  b e e n  h a n d e d  down i n  v e r s e  a n d  s t o r y ,  
b u t  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  b o a s t e d  o f  by  t h e  p e o p l e .  How r e a l  t h i s  
fame  w a s ,  we k n o w ' f r o m  t h e  e n c h a n t i n g  p a g e s  o f  t h e  Thousand:  
a n d  One h i g h t s .  T a k e  away t h o s e  a l l u r i n g  m u s i c a l  
interludes,ui*ybi9Mh t h o s e  e s c a p a d e s  o f  t h e  v i r t u o s i  a n d  t h e  
s i n g i n g - g i r l s , a n d  t h e r e  w o u ld  be a  r e l i s h  w a n t i n g .
The  f i r s t  g r e a t  m u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  r A bfcss id  e r a  was 
Hakam a l - W a d i ,  o r  Abp Y ahya  Hakam i b n  Maimun a l - W a d i .  He 
w as  a  f r e e m a n  o f  A l - W a l i d  I  ( 7 0 5 - 1 5 )  a n d  w as  b o r n  a t  Wadi  a l — 
Q u r a ,  h i s  f a t h e r ,  ^ P e r s i a n  o r i g i n ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  a  h a i r d r e s s e r  
who h a d  a m a s s e d  a s m a l l  f o r t u n e .  On h i s  f a t h e r 5s  d e a t h  Hakam 
becam e a  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a d e r  i n  o i l ,  b u t  t a k i n g  a  l i k i n g  f o r  
m u s i c ,  h e  w e n t  to  h i s  c o m p a t r i o t  r Umar a l - W a d i  f o r  l e s s o n s ,  
a n d  i n  d u e  c o u r s e ,  h i s  m a s t e r  p r e s e n t e d  h im  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  
A l - W a l i d  I I  ( 7 4 5 - 4 4 ) ,  w h e r e  h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e s  b r o u g h t  him 
a  r e w a r d  o f  1 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d .  He r e m a i n e d  a t  c o u r t  u n t i l  
t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h i s  K h a l i f .  A f t e r  t h i s  he  l a n g u i s h e d  i n  
o b s c u r i t y  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  A l - M a n s u r  ( 7 5 4 - 7 5 ) ,  when  he  s e t  
o u t  f o r  Baghdad, w h e r e  he was  i m m e d i a t e l y  t a k e n  u p  by  
th e  K h a l i f ’ s  c o u s i n  Muhammad i b n  A b i 3! - f A b b a s .  Fame came 
r a t h e r  l a t e  to  h i m , f o r  b e  was  now e v e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  
Y e t ,  h e  w as  r e o o g n i z e d  a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  m u s i c i a n  o f  t h e  
c a p i t a l .  H a v i n g  made a  f o r t u n e ,  he  r e t i r e d  to  h i s  n a t i v e  
town^ b u t  s o o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  B a g h d a d ,  a n d  was  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  
o o u r t s  o f  A i - M a h d l  ( 7 7 5 ) ,  A l - H a d I  ( 7 8 $ 1 ,  a n d  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) .
At t h e  c o u r t  o f  A l - H a d I  he  m a n a ^  d  t o  d e f e a t  I b r a h i m  a l -  
M a u s i l l  a n d  I b n  J a m i f i n  a  t o u r n a m e n t  o f  s o n g ,  c a r r y i n g  o f f  
t h e  f i r s t  p r i z e  o f  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r .  L a t e r ,  Hakam
w o n t  to  t h e  o o u r t  o f  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d l ,  t h e n
g o v e r n o r  o f  D a m a s c u s ,  w h e r e  h e  c o m p o se d  no l e s s  t h a n  200
m e l o d i e s  f o r  t h i s  p r i n c e ,  f o r  w h i c h  h e  r e c e i v e d  2 9 9 , 0 0 0
p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r / / *  R e t i r i n g  f i n a l l y  t o  Wadi a l - Q u r a ,  h e
d i e d  a b o u t  t-he m i d d l e  o f  f j a r u ^ s  r e i g n ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  a b o u t
81 Hakam i s  c l a s s e d  among t h e  g r e a t  s i n g e r s  o f  t h e  A r a b s ,
e x p e r t  i n  t h e  h aza . i  r h y t h m . ^
$
cognomen^Uim Abu Wahb 
f A b d a l l a h  i b n  Wahb,  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  B anu  K h u z a r i .  He was  
b o r n  a t  M ecca  a b o u t  7 5 9 ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  h i s  c a r e e r  was  s h o r t ,  
i t  w as  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  o n e .  He h a d  two e x c e l l e n t  t e a c h e r s ,  
who w e r e  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  b e s t  m u s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
t&igUMK O r t h o d o x  a n d  Umayyad p e r i o d s .  T h e s e  w e r e  Y u n i s  a l -  
K a t i b ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n l .  a n d  g u r d a n ,  
an o l d  m u s i c i a n  who h a d  h e a r d  cA zza  a l - M a i l a 1 ,  I b a  M u h a r r a r ,  
I b n  S u r a i j ,  J a m i l a ,  an d  Mar b a d . ^  S i y y a t  b ecam e  one  o f  t h e  
f o r e m o s t  l u t e n i s t s  a n d  s i n g e r s  o f  h i s  d a y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  
c o m p o s e r  o f  r e p u t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A i -M a h d i  ( 7 7 5 )
h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  i n  B a g h d a d ,  a n d  s o o n  won s u c c e s s  a t  
c o u r t .  He d i e d  i n  t h e  p r i m e  o f  l i f e  i n  7 8 5 .  H i s  two 
g r e a t e s t  p u p i l s  w e r e  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  I b n  J a m i f . One 
d a y ,  t h e  f o r m e r  w as  a s k e d  b y  h i s  s o n  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  who 
w as  t h e  c o m p o s e r  o f  a  c e r t a i n  s o n g ,  when I b r a h i m  r e p l i e d , -  
wThe c o m p o s e r  was a  man who, h a d  h e  l i v e d ,  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  
t a k e n  a  s e c o n d  p l a c e  t o  me o r  to  a n y  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n  who i s  
a t  p r e s e n t  f a v p u r e d  by  t h e  K h a l i f .  T h i s  m e l o d y  i s  by  
S i y y a t ” . ^
i m 1 ~«r mniTi iim j y - r r f t j i n w  m nmwir n M ii  11 n  i r n r c r t — p^-rr^r—*n»wn*r r *M-MrrTtTVfTr^nrinii<iifw~i ~ ‘--"“‘■--I— tir~r — i r— r—
X / T h i s  b r o k e n  a m o u n t  was  " p o l i c y "  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r i n c e ,  
Tc h a v e  g r iven  a s  much a s  t h e  K h a l i f ,  w o u l d  neve  "bean . 
l^>se m .a jssio ,
S/' A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i ,  6 4 - 8 ,  1 /  A l - I s f a h i n l ,  v ,  9 .
2 /  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  V, 5 6 .  v i ,  1 5 , 6 6 .  XX/ A l - I s f a h a n I ,  v„  9 .  
V / A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v . i i ,  1 4 1 .  ( l/. A l - I s f a h a n I ,  v i ,  7 - 1 0 .
a n d  w as  a c k n o w l e d g e d  to  be  an 
-  - 
S i y y a t l w a s  t h e  p o p u l a r
Yahya  a l - M a k x I ,  was  t h e  name o f  Abu rUthman i b n  M a r z u q  
a l - M a k k i . He was  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  H o u se  o f  Umayya,  a n d  . 
came i r o m  M ecca  a s  h i s  name t e l l s  u s .  An e s t i m a b l e  
a r t i s t e  a n d  c o m p o s e r ,  h e  was  j u s t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  d o y e n 
o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  o f  A i - H i j a z .  I t  was h e  who t a u g h t  I b n  J a m i r
—  —    i
I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  a n a  F u l a i h  i b n J / A u r a * ,  t h e  c l a s s i c a l
t r a d i t i o n s  c f  A l - H i j a z . * / ^  He was  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  o f
A l -M a h d i  ( 7 7 5 ) ,  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) ,  a n d  Ai-Ma^mun ( 8 1 5 ) .  A l-A m in
( 8 0 9 )  t h o u g h t  so  h i g h l y  o f  h i s  a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  h e  p a i d  h im
1 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r ^ f o r  o n e  l e s s o n  i n  m u s i c  w h i c h  he
g a v e  h i s  b r o t h e r  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i .  As a  s i n g e r  h e  was
p r a i s e d  by  no l e s s  a  p e r s o n  t h a n  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i .  H i s*
fame  h o w e v e r ,  r e s t s  m o re  u p o n  h i s  l i t e r a r y  w o r k ,  s i n c e  h i s
K i t a b  f i 1 1 - a g h a n i  (Book  o f  S o n g s )  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  b e s t
e x a m p l e s  c f  t h e  a n c i e n t  s o n g  ( g h i n a 7 a l - a a d f e a ) becam e  t h e
s t a n d a r d  c o l l e c t i o n  u n t i l  h i s  s o n  Ahmad i s s u e d  a  r e v i s e d
*  1
e d i t i o n  w n i c h  c o m p r i s e d  , 0 0 0  s o n g s .  A l t h o u g h
Yajiya i s  c l a s s e d  among t h e  f o r e m o s t  who co m p o sed  w o r x s  o f  t h i
k i n d ,  A l - I § f  a h a n i  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
m odes  d i s p l a y s  " e x t r e m e  c o n f u s i o n ’1. H e . d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o
h a v e  b e e n  a  c a r e f u l  c h r o n i c l e r ,  an d  i t  i s  p o s s i b l y  d u e  t o  him
b u t  p e r h a p s  m o re  so  t o  r Amr i b n  S a n a ,  t h a t  so  many e r r o r s
c r e p t  i n .  T h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  t o l d  o f  I s h a q  a i - M a u s i l l  who ,• • '
k n o w in g  how u n r e l i a b l e  Yahya  w as  a s  a  h i s t o r i a n ,  s e t  a  t r a p
*  —  —  —
f o r  h im .  One d a y ,  b e f o r e  .H a ru n ,  I s h a q  i n v e n t e d  $ name o f  an  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  an d  t h e n  a s k e d  Yahya  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g
h im .  Y ahya  t h e n  b e g a n  e x p a t i a t i n g  on  t h i s  m a n ’ s  g e n e a l o g y . .
When I s h a q  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  name d i d  n o t  e x i s t ,
Y a h y a ’ s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  g e n e a l o g i s t  w as  a s  a n  e n d , s o  f a r  a s  
H a r u n  w as  c o n c e r n e d . 1̂
y  a i  - I s f a h a n i , v i , / y t 
5/  A l - I s f a h a n I ,  v i ,  1 6 - 2 4 .
J a . 8 6 4 / /
Abu J a r f a r  Ahmad i b n  Ysthya a l - M a k k i ^ s o n o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  was
" o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r a i s e w o r t h y  o f  th e  n a r r a t o r s  ( r a w a t )  o f  \
m u s i c  ( g h i n a * ) , a n d  th e  m o s t  l e a r n e d  i n  i t s  s c i e n c e " .  N o t
c o n t e n t  w i t h  r e v i s i n g  t h e  w o rk  o f  h i s  f a t h e r , ^  h e  i s s u e d  a
c o i i Q? t i o n  known a s  t h e  K i t a b  muj a r r a d  f l ^ 1 - a g h a n i  (Book
o f ^ S o n g s w h i c h  b ecam e  o n e  o f  t h e
t e x t —b o o k s  f o r  t h e  s i m i l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  I s h a q  a l —
M a u s i l l .  I t  was  c o m p i l e d  f o r  Muhammad i b n  r A b d a l I a h  i b n
T a h i r ,  a  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  m u s i c a l  t h e o r i s t ,  a n d  i t  c o m p r i s e d
seme 1 4 , 0 0 0  s o n g s .  As a  p r a c t i c a l  m u s i c i a n  he  was  p r a i s e d
by I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  * h i c h  was t h e  m e a n s  o f  h i s  r e c e i v i n g
a  g i f t  o f  2 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r  f r o m  K h a l i f  A l -M u f t a s i m
( 8 5 c ) .  He f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Al-Ma^mun ( 8 1 5 )  ^
an d  f i n a l l y  a t  t h a t  o f  A i - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4  ) . ^  He i s
s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  Z u n a i n  a l - M a k k i , ^ *  a n d  ,  i n  t h e  * Iq d  a i r -  ,
f a r  i d ,  t h e r e  i s  an a c c o u n t  o f  Z u n a i n  a n d  two o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s
named A l - H a s a n  a l - M a s d u d  a n d  D u b a i s ,  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  Abu
cI s a  i b n  a l - M u t a w a k k a l ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  " t h e  c l e v e r e s t
— 4 /men i n  s i n g i n g " .  Ahmad i b n  a i - M a k k i  d i e d  i n  8 6 4 . / *
I b n  J a m i f , w hose  f u l l  name w as  A b u * l - Q a s i m  I s m a * i l  
i b n  J a m i r ,  w as  b o r n  a t  M e c c a .  He was  a n  A ra b  o f  n o b l e  
b l o o d ,  s i n c e  b o t h  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  b e l o n g e d  to  t h e  
h o u s e  o f  Sahm, o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h .  
He was  d e s t i n e d  f o r  a  p r o f e s s i o n  s u i t a b l e  t o  o n e  o f  s u c h  
a  s t a t i o n ,  an d  r e c e i v e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e d u c a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t  
i n  l a w ,  a n d  h e  knew t h e  q u r 1  a n  bF h e a r t ,  w h i l s t  h e  w as  a
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 7 - 8 .  3 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  1 0 4 .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i i ,  2 2 .
W  The f I q d  a l - f a r i d  h a s  Z u n a i n .  S ee  G u i d i ,  s . v .  & ’ T u n a i n 1
4^  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x v ,  65—8 .  I b u  r Abd R a b b i k i *  T91#
y o u t h  h e  l o s t  h i s  f a t h e r ,  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r  h a v i n g  m a r r i e d  t h e  
m u s i c i a n  S i y y a t ,  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  a  s i n g e r  s o o n  a t t r a c t e d  I b n
e
J a m i f . A l t h o u g h  h i s  s t e p - f a t h e r  was  h i s  f i r s t  t e a c h e r ,  h e
a l s o  r e c e i v e d  l e s s o n s  f r o m  Yahya  a l - M a k k l .  When S i y y a t
l e t t  M ecca  f o r  B ag h d a d  and becam e  a  f a v o u r i t e  a t  A l - M a h d i ’ s
c o u r t ,  I b n  J a m i f , a n d  a n o t h e r  o f  S i y y a t ’ s  p u p i l s  named
©
I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ^ w e r e  c o u n t e n a n c e d  by  t h e  K h a l i f ’ s  s o n s  
H a r u n  a n d  A l - H a d i .  The K h a l i f  h o w e v e r ,  f e a r i n g  l e s t  t h i s  
l i k i n g  f o r  m u s i c  by  H i s  h e i r s  m i g h t  o£Lfend t h e  p e o p l e ,  
f o r b a d e  t h e s e  two y o u n g  m u s i c i a n s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  p r i n c e s ’ 
a p a r t m e n t s .  The i n s t r u c t i o n  w as  i g n o r e d ,  a n d  I b n  J a m i r a n d  
I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s l l i  w e r e  a r r e s t e d .  The l a t t e r  was  s e n t e n c e d  
t o  50o  s t r o k e s  o f  t h e  l a s h ,  w h i l s t  I b n  J a m i f , p r o t e s t i n g  h i s  
n o b l e  b i r t h ,  was  b a n i s h e d .  "Y ou”,  c r i e d  A l - M a h d i ,  "One c f  t h e  
Q u r a i s h ,  an d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  m u s i c !  What a d i s ­
g r a c e .  Out  o f  my s i g h t .  L e a v e  B ag h d a d  i n s t a n t l y " I b n
J a m i c f l e d  to  M e c c a ,  b u t  when t h e  K h a l i f  d i e d  a n d  A l - H a d i
£
came t o  t r ie  t h r o n e  ( 7 8 5 ) ,  I b n  J a m i f was  b s k  s e n t  f o r ,  a n d  wa? 
p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  5 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d ,  w i t h  t h i s  f o r t u n e /
I b n  J a m i f t h o u g h t  h e  w o u l d  r e t i r e  to  M e c c a ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  
r e c k l e s s  l i v i n g  he f e l l  on  e v i l  d a y s ,  an d  o n c e  m o re  t o o k  t o  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k ,  m a k i n g  an a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  
H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 - 8 0 9 ) .  H e r e  h e  f o u n d  h i s  o l d  f e l l o w - p u p i l  
I b r a & i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  who was  t h e  c ^ i e f  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n ,  an d  
a  b i t t e r  j e a l o u s y  a r o s e  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  Even t h e  o t h e r  c o u r t  
m u s i c i a n s  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h i s ,  a n d  d i v i d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  two 
c a m p s .  T h e r e  can  be  d o u b t  t h a t  I b n  J a m i r  w as  a  g r e a t  
p e r f o r m e r ,  a l t h o u g h  i n f e r i o r  p e r h a p s  to  h i s  r i v a l .  I b n  r Abd 
R a b b i h i  s a y s  t h a t  " I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  was  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  t h e  
m u s i c i a n s  i n  v e r s a t i t l i y ,  b u t  I b n  J a m i r  h a d  t h e  s w e e t e s t  
n o t e " , ^ *  B a r s u m a ,  a  f a v o u r e d  c o u r t  m u s i c a n ^ w a s  a s k e d  h i s  
o p i n i o n  o f  I b n  J a m i c by H a r u n .  The m u s i c i a n  r e p l i e d , -  "Why 
n o t  a s k  my o p i n i o n  a b o u t  h o n e y ?  . j^R ab b i h i , i i ^  4-0* J
^  " S o v e r e i g n s  a r e  t h e  Q u r a i s h "  r u n s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .  I b n  
I b n  r Abd R a b b i  h i , i i i ,  1 7 9 .  m & gi& rxicU i).
I h i d ,  A l - I s f  a h a n i , v i  , 1 2 ,  6 9 - 9 2 .
r A b d /
I b r a h i m  a ! —M a u s i l i  ( d . 8 0 4 )  was  t h e  u s u a l  name eri v a n  to  
I b r a h i m  i b n  Mahan ( c r  M a i m u n ; ^  a l - M a u s i l i ,  who was  b c r n  a t  
Al-;*.ufa i n  7,42. He cam© o f  a  n o b l e  P e r s i a n  f a m i l y ,  b u t  was 
b r o u g h t  u p  by  a n  i l l u s t r i o u s  man o f  t h e  Banu feu Tamlm.
R u n n i n g  away f r c m  hom e,  he  s e t t l e d  a t  M a u s i l ,  w h i c h  g a v e  
h im  h i s  s u r n a m e ,  & i t  w as  t h e r e  t h a t  h e  t o o k  h i s  f i r s t  
s i n g i n g  l e s s o n s .  L a t e r ,  h e  w e n t  t o  R a i y  i n  N o r t h e r n  P e r s i a ,  
w h e r e  h e  a e q u c f e d  a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  b o t h  P e r s i a n  a n d  A r a b i a n  
m u s i c  (g -h in a * ) .  H e r e  h e  m e t  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  K h a l i f  
A l - M a n s u r  who e n a b l e d  h im  t o  go  t o  B a s r a  t o j ^ j r o s e c u t e  h i s  
m u s i c a l  s t u d i e s ^  F i n a l l y ,  h e  w en t  t o  B a g h d a d ,  w h e r e  h e ‘ 
s t u d i e d  u n d e r  S i y y a t .
We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  how h e  s u f f e r e d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t  he  
s o n s  o f  A l - M a h d i ,  a n d  when t h e  l a t t e r  d i e d ,  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  
A l - H a d i  ( 7 8 5 ) ,  r e p a i d  I b r a h i m  f o r  t h i s  by a  g i f t  o f  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  
p i e c e s  o f  g o l d .  W i t h  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 - 8 0 9 ) ,  h e  w as  e l e v a t e d  t c  t h e  
f o r e m o s t  p o s i t i o n  among t h e  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s , *  a n d  becam e 
t h e  ,Tb o o n  c o m p a n i o n ” o f  t h e  K h a l i f ,  h e n c e  h i s  n icknam© 
A l - N a d im .
The  r i v a l  camps  o f  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  I b n  J a m i r 
c a u s e d  a  g r e a t  s t i r  a t  c o u r t .  Among t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  
f o r m e r ,  w e r e , -  h i s  s o n  I s h a q ,  Z a l z a l ,  a n d  Muhammad a l - Z i f f  
( o r  R a f f ) ,  w h i l s t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a d  M u k h a r i q  a n d  cA q id  among 
h i s  a d h e r e n t s .  On o n e  o c c a s i o n  I b r a h i m  g a i n e d  a  s i g n a l  
v i c t o r y .  An a u d i t i o n  w as  b e i n g  h e l d  by  I b r a h i m  i n  w h i c h  some 
t h i r t y  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  w e r e  p l a y i n g  t h e i r  l u t e s ,  a n d  I b n  J a m i c 
c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  o n e  o f  them was  p l a y i n g  o u t  o f  t u n e ,  w h e r e ­
u p o n  I b r a h i m  i m m e d i a t e l y  named t h e  c u l p r i t ,  & a c t u a l l y  
m e n t i o n e d  t h e  s t r i n g  t h a t  w as  o u t  o f  t u n e .  The c o u r t  was
A h l w a r d t ,  Abu Nuw a s .
S e e  how he  i s  r e s p e c t e d  i n  t h e  A l f  l a i l a  wa l a i l a ,  iv j ,  252
y M3n a n  was h i s  f a t h e r f s  I r a n i a n  n am e ,  \ a t  t h e  A r a b s  a l t e r e d  i t  t o  Maim un.
a m a z e d ,  m uch  to  t h e  c h a g r i n  o f  I b n  J a m i f .
I b r a h i m  became e x t r e m e l y  r i c h f  h e t  o n l y  d i d  h e  r e c e i v e  a  
c o u r t  p e n s i o n  c f  1 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i £ v e r  a  m o n t h ,  b u t  t h e  
l i b e r a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  K h a l i f y ^ a n d  n o b i l i t y /  a l m o s t  p a s s  
c r e d e n c e . H e  d e r i v e d  a  l a r g e  inccm© f r o m  h i s  l a n d s ,  a n d  
h i s  m u s i c  s c h o o l  b r o u g h t  h im  a  t o t a l  p r o f i t  o f  t w e n t y - f o u r  
m i l l i o n  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r .  H i s  m a n s i o n  was  t h e  t a l k  o f  
B a g h d a d ,  an d  o n e  p e r s o n  s a y s ,  ”A m o re  s p a c i o u s  a n d  n o b l e r  
d w e l l i n g ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n ” JV*
As a  s i n g e r  & i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t ,  I b r a h i m  was  w i t h o u t  a  p e o r ^
As a c o m p o s e r ,  he  s t o o d  u n r i v a l l e d ,  a n d  no l e s s  t h a t  900
ww/ -c o m p o s i t i o n s  s t o o d  t o  h i s  c r e d i t . — ^  I b n  5 h a l l i k a n  c r e d i t s
him w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  ’’s e v e r a l  new m o d e s ” . ^  O t h e r
w r i t e r s  s a y  t h a t  h e  was t h e  f i r s t  to  make a  name w i t h  t h e
^ a k h u r i  r h y t h m i c  m o d e . ? ^  When t h e  g r e a t  m u s i c i a n  was o n  h i s
d e a t h b e d ,  K h a l i f  H a r u n y  was e v e r  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  a t  h i s  f u n e r a l
th e  p r a y e r s  w e r e  r e c i t e d  by  Al-Ma^mun h i m s e l f .  B e s i d e s  h i s
s o n ,  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  h a d  s e v e r a l  e m i n e n t  p u p i l s ,  a n d
among t h e m , -  Z a l z a l ,  M u k h a r i q ,  f A l l a w a y a ,  Abu S a d a q a ,
S u l a i m  i b n  S a l  l a m ,  and  Muhammad i b n  a l - H a r i t h .  The name
o f  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  h a s  b e e n  made f a m o u s  i n  t h e  W e s t  a s
*  0/w e l l  a s  t h e  E a s t  by t h e  T h o u s a n d  a n d  One N i g h t s .  *
W; I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i , i i i ,  1 8 8 .
y m I b n  K h a l i i k a n ,  i ,  2 1 .  C f .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .
WW/£ A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v ,  1 7 .  x v i i i ,  1 7 6 .
I b n  K h a l i  i k a n ,  i ,  2 1 .
8 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  6 6 .  A l - M a s r u d i ,  v i i i ,  9 8 .
0 /  A iy i a i l a  wa l a i l a . , .  i i i ,  5 8 8 .  T h is i s _ h i s  a d v e n t u r e  w i t h  
/ t h e  D e v i l ,  t o l d  a l s o  by A l - I f f a h a n l ,  v ,  5 6 ,  an d  
‘ A l - G h u z u l i ,  i ,  2 4 1 .  H i s  a d v e n t u r e  w i t h  t h e  s i n g i n g -  
- g i r l s  o c c u r s  i n  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  4 1 ;  A l - G h u z u l i ,  i ,  2 4 5 ;  
I b n  B a d r u n ,  2 7 2 .  I n  t h e  A l f  l a i l a  wa l a i l a ,  i i ,  457^ 
i t  i s  t o l d  o f  h i s  s o n  I s h a q .
j y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v., 2 - 4 8 .  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i ,  2 0 .  A l - . F i n r i s t , 1 4 0 .
Y a z i d  JUMNN H a u r a * ,  Abu K h a l i d ,  was  a  m u s i c i a n  o f  A l -  
M e d i n a ,  a n d  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  s a n u  L a i t h  i b n  B a k r .  S e t t l i n g  
i n  B a g h d a d ,  h e  made a  r e p u t a t i o n  a t  t n e  c o u r t  o f  A I-M ahdJ  
( 7 7 5 ) .  H i s  v o i c e  was  o f  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  
I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  e m p l o y e d  h im  a t  h i s  m u s i c  s c h o o l ,  b u t  i t  
i s  s a i d  t h a t  Y a z i d  was  u n a b l e  t o  i m p a r t  th e  s e c r e t  o f  h i s  
v o c a l i s a t i o n  to  h i s  p u p i l s .  He e x c e l l e d  a l s o  a s  a  c o m p o s e r ,  
a n d  b o t h  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  I b n  J a m i f s a n g  h i s  c o m p o s i t — 
- i o n s .  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  was  d e v o t e d  to  Y a z i d ,  a n d  on  t h e  d e a t h —* 4
b e d  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e  K h a l i f  n e v e r  f a i l e d  to  s e n d  h i s  c h i e ^  
e u n u c h  t c  e n q u i r e  e a c h  d a y  a f t e r  Y a z i d .  He was  a s p e r s e h a l  
f r i e n d  o f  t h e  p o e t s  A b u * l - f A t a h i y a  a n d  Abu M a l i k  Afr a j ,  a n d  
i t  was  t h e  l a t t e r  who w r o t e  t h e  e l e g a i c  v e r s e s  o n  h i s  
d e a t h .  As a n  a l l - r o u n d  m u s i c i a n ,  h ^ 4 s  r a n k e d  w i t h  I b r a h i m  
a l - M n u s i i l  a n d  I b n  Jami c .V*
Z a l z a l ,  o r  M a n s u r  Z a l z a l  a l - D a r i b , ^  was  a  v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  m u s i c i a n  ofl t h e  e a r l y  * A b b a s i d s .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i  
s a y s  o f  h i m , -  11 Z a l z a l  w as  t h e  m o s t  p l e a s a n t  o f  t h e  s t r i n g e d  
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e r e  w as  n o t  h i s  e q u a l  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  
o r  a f  t e f ' . K  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  
A l - W a t h i q ,  t h a t  ' Z a l z a l  h a d  no p e e r  a s  a  l u t e n i s t . ^
He w as  t h e  s p e c i a l  a c c o m p a n i s t  o f  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  who
w as  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  a n d  t e a c h e r ,  a n d  h i s  f o r t e was
S/a s  an  a c c o m p a n i s t ,  s i n c e  h e  d i d  n o t  s i n g  m u c h . / *  He i s  b e t t e V  
know n i n  m u s i c ^ a l  h i s t o r y  a s  a  r e f o r m e r  o f  t h e  s c a l e ,  f o r  i t  
was  h e  who i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  f a m o u s  n e u t r a l  t h i r d  ( 2 2 : 2 7  ) .
y  A l - I s f  a  Jriani,  i i i ,  7 5 - 5 .
y  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 0 .  %  A l - I s f  a h a n i , v , 5 7 - 8 .
B /  C a r r  a d e  V a u x ,  T r a i t e  d e s  r a p p o r t s , 5 6 ,  a n d  De i e r c e v a l  
j f lu s .A ra b .e s ,  5 4 8 ,  w r i t e  Z o l z c l .  B u t  A l - K h w a r i z m i  
t y a f a t l h  a l - fu l u m . 2 5 9 ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  a s  
a b o v e .  G u i d i  w r i t e s  Z ^ l z i l .  S e e  a l s o , -  I b n  K h a l i i k a n
i ,  2 1 .  L a n d ,  R e c h e r c h e ^ ,  6 1 .  Von Hammer,  L i t  d e r  .Arab, 
i i i ,  7 6 4 .
S/. C f .  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 0 .
He was  a l s o  t h e  i n v e n t o r  c f  a " p e r f e c t  l u t e "  c a l l e d  t h e
s n a b  b u t .  Unf o r  t u n a t e l y ,  no i n c u r r e d  t h e  i i : ; p l e a s u r e  
#
o f  H a r u n  a n d  h e  w as  flujBjfc i n t o  p r i s o n ,  w h e r e  h e  l a n g u i s h e d
f o r  y e a r s .  On h i s  r e l e a s e ,  h i s  h e a r d  was  q u i t e  w h i t e ,  a n d
h i s  h e a l t h  w as  r u i n e d .  He d i e d  i n  7 9 1 . ^ ' 5 ' D u r i n g  h i s
l i f e t i m e ,  Z a l z a l  h a d  a  w e l l  d u f t ^ a t  B a g h d a d ,  a n d  a t  h i s
d e a t h  h e  l e f t  t h i s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t
f u n d s  t o  k e e p  i t  i n  r e p a i r .  F o r  c e n t u r i e s  i t  w as  known a s
t h e  B i r k a t  a l - Z a l z a l . ^
Fula i^L  i h n  A h i 1l - r A u r a 1 was  a  n a t i v e  o f  M e c c a ,  &
a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu Makhzum. He was  a  p u p i l  o f  Yahya  a l -• *
M a k k i ,  an d  w as  c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  s i n g e r s  a t  t h e
c o u r t  o f  A l -M a h d i  ( 7 7 5 ) ,  a n d  h e  was  t h e  o n l y  m u s i c i a n  ( s o
i t  i s  s a i d )  who a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  K h a l i f  w i t h o u t  t h e
c u s t o m a r y  c u r t a i n .  He w as  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m u s i c i a n s
c o m m i s s i o n e d  by  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  t c  make a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  tUN&
s o n g s  f o r  h i m ,  h i s  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  b e i n g  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i
— * 3/
a n d  I b n  J a m i r . i h e  c o l l e c t i o n  w as  c a l l e d  " The Hund r e d  S o n g s *1
— /
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  p r a i s e s  h im  a s  a  s i n g e r .  * Among h i s  p u p i l s
w e r e  t h e  s o n g s t r e s s e s  B a d h i  a n d  D a n a n i r . ^
P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i , A b u  I s h a q w | $ 7 9 - 8 5 9 ) was  
t h e  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  c f  H a r u n  b u t  by  a n o t h e r  m o t h e r  w h o se  
name was  S h i k l a  . B o r n  a t  B a g h d a d ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  a  v e r y  c a r e ­
f u l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  h i s  p r o f o u n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p o e t s ,
\ Cls1ycL
t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  j u r i s p r u d e n c e ,  d i a l e c t i c , ^ t r a d i t i o n s ,  i s  
com m en ted  o n  by  t h e  a n n a l i s t s .  H i s  a b i l i t i e s  a s  a  m u s i c i a n  
h o w e v e r ,  o u t s h o n e  a l l  t h e s e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  l o s i n g  h i s  
f a t h e r  A l -M a h d iy '  when s i x  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  an d  b e i n g  ttmua 
c o n f i d e d  to h f s  m o t h e r ’ s  c a r e ,  I b r a h i m  was  n u r t u r e d  i n  t h e
h a r i nu w h e r e  m u s i c  p l a y e d  so l a r g e  a  p a r t .  H i s  m o t h e r
y t A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  2 2 - 4 .  0/C He S t r a n g e ,  £ £ ^ c i t , ,
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i v ,  9 8 - 1 0 1 .  
y  A i -  I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  9 .  
y  A l - t s f a h a n I ,  x v ,  1 4 4 .  x v i i ,  7 7 .
who came f r o m  i!a i l a m *  w as  a  m u s i c i a n ,  and  so was Mak 
t h e  a M M f m c t h e r  o f  h i s  s t e p s i s t e r  * U la y y a .  So we f i n d  t h e s e  
two s p o i l t  c h i l d r e n  "being: i n i t i a t e d  v e r y  e a r l y  i n t o  t h e  
m y s t e r i e s  c f  t h e  m u s i c a l  a r t .  H a r u n  h i m s e l f  e v i n c e d  e x t r e m e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m u s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r  a n d  s i s t e r ,
& a l t h o u g h  i t  was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  1fg o o d  f o r m ’1 f o r  a M u s l im
c f  a n y  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  t c  i n d u l g e  i n  t h i s  p r o f a n e  a r t .  y e t  
____
H a r u n  a l l o w e d  them to  p e r f o r m ^ h i m ,  a n d  was  e v e n  d e l i g h t e d  t o  
s e e  them c o m p e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s . ^ *
When A l -A m in  becam e K h a l i f  ( 8 0 9 )  h e  s e n t  f o r  h i s  
m u s i c a l  n ep h ew  I b r a h i m ,  so t h a t  *juuuujjjjujujuutf h i s  c o u r t
 q  0 *.
| tUBNMN6WM«i»jfSusical  t a i e n t s / a d d e d  to i t .  On t h e  a c c e s s i o n  
t i  A i -M a , mun I b r a h i m  a l l o w e d  h i m s e l f  to  be  p r o c l a i m e d
a l i f  t h e  B ag h d a d  r e b e l l i o n  o f  8 1 7 .
The w o u l d - b e  k h a l i f  s o u g h t ^ f l i g h t  fcHMMtt b u t  a p p r e h e n d e d , / *  h e  
b e g g e d  f o r  h i s  l i f e  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  A l -M a , mun. I t  was g r a n t e d  
h im  o n  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  h e  be ca m e  o n e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s .  
P r e v i o u s l y ,  I b r a h i m  n a d  s u n g  i n  p r i v a t e  a t  c o u r t ,  b u t  now 
he  h a d  t o  s t a n d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  m i n s t r e l s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
c u r t a i n . ^ *  F o r  a  t ime however ,  m u s i c i a n s  were b a n n e d  a t  
c o u r t ,  a s  we have s o o n , ^ ^
I b r a h t tm  i b n  a l - M a h d i  e v e n t u a l l y  became t h e  l e a d e r  
c f  t h e  P e r s i a n  Rcm a n t i c l m n  ,cno;  1 i n  m u s i c ,  an d  t h r o u g h ^  i t  
t h e r e  b e g a n  a n  h i s t o r i c  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  h i s  s c h o o l  a n d  t h a t  
o f  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  who s t o o d  fofc t h e  c l a  A r a b i a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
/ttfifcSbc&» I b r a h i m  c o n t i n u e d  a  f a v o u r i t e  a t  c o u r t  u n t i l  t h e  
t i m e  o f  A l -M u r t a s i m .  Two o f  h i s  s o n s ,  Y u su f  an d  H i b a t A l I a h ^  
p u b l i s h e d  b i o g r a p h i c a l  n o t i c e s  c f  t h e r  i l l u s t r i o u s  f a t h e r .
The f o r m e r  went o u t  o f  h i s  way to c a l u m n i a t e  I s h a q  a l -  
M a u s i l i   ̂ h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  r i v a l ,  an a c t  j u s t l y  co n d em n ed  by
< B o t h  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  I b n  J a m i *  a o x n o w l e d g e d  t h e  
c l e v e r n e s s  c f  t h e  y o u n g  p r i n c e .  A l - I ^ f a h a n i ,  i x ,  5 1 .
Q< A l - I s f a h a n i  an d  t h e  A r a b i a n  .N igh ts ,  2 7 4 t h  N i g h t  ^ B u r to n ) ,  
s a y  t h a t  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  was d e n o u n c e d  b y  I b r a h i m  a l -  
M a u s i l i .  T h i s  c a n  s c a r c e l y  be c o r r e c t ,  s i n c e  t h e  
l a t t e r  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  d i e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  6 0 - 1 .
/Lnun*
A l - I s f a h a n i .  The  o t h e r  s o n  h o w e v e r ,  was  a  f o u n t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
f o r  the  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n l . Among t h e  m o s t  n o t a b l ^
p u p i l s  o f  I b r a h i m  w e r e , ' -  Muhammad, i b n  a l - H a r i t h  a n d  f Amr
-  *
i b n  B a n  .
I b r a h i m  h a d  a  m a g i t t i f i c e n t  & p o w e r f u l  v o i c e , ^  w i t h  
h c o m p a s s  o f  t h r e e  o c t a v e s .  ”hc o t h e r  s i n g e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
was  c a p a b l e  o f  t h i s  f e a t ” s a y s  A l - I s f a h a n i .  As a  t h e o r i s t  
an d  i n s t r u m e n t a l  p e r f o r m e r  h e  was o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  a b i l i t y .  
A l - I s f a h a n i  s a y s , -  " I b r a h i m  w as  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o f i c i e n t  
o f  m a n k i n d  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  t h e  n o t e s  ( n a g h a m ) . i n  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  t h e  r h y t h m s  ( i q a Ta t ) ,  and  i n  p e r f o r m i n g  on s t r i n g e d  
i n s t r u m e n t s ” . ^ ^  He e v e n  e s s a y e d  tc  p l a y  t h e  r e e d - p i p e
(m l2ma r ) and  t h e  d rum  ( t a b l ) .  '
-  _  _  B /
M u k h a r I q C  o r  .Abu Muhammad M u k h a r i q  i b n  Y a h y a , /  was
- b o r n  a t  A l - M e d i n a  ( o r  A l - k u f a )  a n d  was a  s l a v e  t o  * A t i k a
b i n t  S h u d h a ,  a  f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s .  F rom  . h e r ,  M u k h a r i q
r e c e i v e d  h i s  x ' i r s t  l e e s o n s  i n  m u s i c ,  a n d  b e i n g  h e a r d  by
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  o n e  d a y ,  h e  was  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  F a d l  a l -
B a r m a k i ,  who p a s s e d  h im  o n  to  H a r u n .  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i
t o o k  h im  a s  a  p u p i l  a n d  H a r u n  g a v e  h im h i s  f r e e d o m .  Soon
a f t e r  t h i s  h e  won g r e a t  f a v o u r  a t  c o u r t ,  w a s  r e w a r d e d  w i t h
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d ,  a n d  h o n o u r e d  w i t h  a  s e a t  by  t h e
s i d e  o f  H a r u n .  A l -A m in  ( 8 0 8 )  h a d  M u k h a c i q  a t  h i s  c o u r t .
One d a y / t h i s  c a p r i c i o u s  m o n a r c h  was  r i d i n g  i n  h i s  manege, t o
t h e  m u s i c  o f  h i s  m i l i t a r y  b a n d  o f  p i p e s  ( s u r n a y a t )  a n d
8 r u m s  ( t u b u l ) .  he  commanded M u k h a r i q  t o  s i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e s e  
#
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s .  T h i s  w as  k e p t  u p  c o n t i n u o u s l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
n i g h t ,  t h e  K h a l i f  b e i n g  a b s o l u t e l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  to  t h e  
f a t i g u e  o f  t h i s  d e m a n d . / *  U n d e r  A l-M a’ mun ( 8 1 5 )
2< A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  5 1 ,  7 2 .  Even I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i
a c k n o w l e d g e d  h i s  t a l e n t s ,  Al—I s f a h a n ! ,  v ,  1 1 9 .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i v ,  5 4 # f/* A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  2 0 .
t u  C f .  I b n  Khal. '  i k a n ,  i ,  1 8 .  K c s e g a r t e n ,  , C a n t # 0 .  
V o n  Hammer,  i j i ;t , , d o r  A r a b . , ,  i i i ,  8 4 .
y„  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  XV,i, 1 5 8 .
/ 5?  -
A l-M u * t a s i m  ( 8 3 3 ) ,  a n d  Al—W a t n i q  ( 8 4 2 ) ,  h e  r e m a i n e d  a  f a v o u r — 
i t e  a t  c o u r t ,  a n d  he  a p p e a r s  t c  h a v e  d i e d  i n  8 4 5 .  Ho was 
a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  p o e t  Abu7l - r A t a h i y a ,  who ,  on  h i s  
d e a t h b e d ,  s e n t  f o r  Mukhar i q ,  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  h e a r  t h e  g r e a t  
s i n g e r  i n t o n e  t h o s e  v e r s e s  o f  h i s  w h i c h  h a d  (b©on s e t  to
M u k h a r i q 1s  m u s i c ,  b e g i n n i n g , -  "When my l i f e  c l o s e s ,  t h e
w/ -  -s o r r o w  o f  women w i l l  be  b u t  s h o r t " . / *  I b n  T a g h r i b i r d i  s a y s  .
i n  h i s  H u j um a l - z a h i r a , t h a t  w h i l s t  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  & 
h i s  s o n  I s h a q  s a n g  w e l l  to  t h e  a c c o m p a n i m e n t  o f  t h e  l u t e  
( fu d ) ,  i n  p u r e  v o c a l  w o r k ,  M u k n a r i q  o u t s h o n e  them  b o t h " .
&  ' _  1 /  
Muhammad i b n  a l - ^ a r i t h  i b n  BushJ^hnnar  Abu J a r f a r
was  o f  f o r e i g n  e x t r a c t i o n  s i n c e  h i s  f a m i l y  came f r o m  R a i y .
H i s  f a t h e r ,  wh6 h a d  b e e n  a  j u d g e  ( Qadi ) was f o n d  o f  m u s i c ,  
an d  was  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  s i n g i n g - g i r l s . ^  At f i r s t ,
Muhammad c o n t e n t e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  " i m p r o v i s a t i o n " ,  b u t  
fee b ecam e  a  p u p i l  o f  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  an d  made s u c h  p r o g -  
g r e s s  t h a t  we f i n d  h i m d J B i l p l a y i n g  t h e  j g ^ f z a f a  Ujuwju? ) m 
L a t e r  h e  l e a r n e d  t h e  l u t e  ( * u d ) u n d e r  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i .  
When Al-Ma^mun p a r d o n e d  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i  f o r  h i s  
t r e a c h e r y  i n  8 1 9 ,  h e  made h im  v i r t u a l l y  a p r i s o n e r  w i t h i n  
t h e  p a l a c e  u n d e r  t h e  c h a r  ere o f  t h e  w a z i r  Muhammad i b n  M a z d a d ,  
an d  t h e  l a t t e r  a p p o i n t e d  Muhammad i b n  a l - H a r i t h  t o  s e e  t h a t  
t h e  p r i n c e  d i d  n o t  b r e a k  h i s  p a r o l e .  I t  was  t h i s  m u s i c i a n  
who was  a b l e  to  p e r s u a d e  t h e  K h a l i f  t o  r e m o v e  t h i s  i r k s o m e  
s u r v e i l l a n c e . / *  One day  h o w e v e r ,  he  s a n g  some v e r s e s  i n  
p r a i s e  o f  t h e  Umayyads w h i c h  so  e n r a g e d  t h e  K h a l i f ,  t h e  
i n a u  t h e  o r a e r e d  t h e  i m p r u d e n t  m u s i c i a n  t o  po
b e h e a d e d ,  an d  i t  was  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  t h e  
w a z i r  s t a y e d  h i s  h a n d .  Muhammad i b n  a l - H a r i t h  a p p e a r s  t o
jjfc A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x z i ,  2 2 0 - 5 6 .
3/ B o t h  t h e  B u l a q  a n d  t h e  S a s I  e d i t i o n s ^ o f  A l—i s f a h a n i ,  n a v e  
Basilic h l r  o r  S h a s h k h i r , t u t  t h e  l ’a s h i h  h a s  B n a h k h a n n a r .
y. A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x x ,  8 3 .
M/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  6 1 .
h a v e  l i v e d  t c  a  r i p e  o l d  a g e  s i n c e  we f i n d  h im  a t  t h e  c o u r t  
o f  A l - W a t h i q  ( 8 4 2 ) . ^
Abu S a d a q a ,  o r  M a s k i n  i b n  S a d a q a ,  was  a  m i n s t r e l  o f  
A l -M © d in a , C a l l e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  c f  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  n e  won 
a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  s t o r y - t e l l e r  a s  w e l l  a s  a  m u s i c i a n .  H i s  
t a l e n t s  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  
H i s t o r i a n s  s a y  t h a t  h e  was  p a r t i c u i a r j y  c l e v e r  i n  t h e  
e x t e m p o r i s a t i o n  ( i q t a r a h )  a n d  i n  t h e  r h y t h m i c  m o d e s  ( i q a f a t )  
wITioh, l i k e  t nej^wnoi he  m a r k e d  w i t u  a q a a i b .  At  a
c o n c e r t  g i v e n  b e f o r e  H a r u n ,  when m o s t  o f  t h e  v i r t u o s i  w o re  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e  k h a l i f  commanded t h a t  a  c e r t a i n  s o n g  s h o u l  b e  
p e r f o r m e d .  Hone o f  th e  r e n d i t i o n s  p l e a s e d  h im  u n t i l  *he 
s a t t a r  o r  " G u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  C u r t a i n "  commanded Abu S a d a q a  t o  
s i n g ,  wnen t n e  k h a l i f  s h o w e r e i t h e  m o s t  e x t r a v a g a n t  
encomirfums o n  t h i s  m i n s t r e l ,  and^  d r a w i n g  a s i d e  t h e  
c u r t a i n ,  l i s t e m e d  t o  a  s t o r y  f r o m  t h e  l i p s  o f  Abu S a d a q a ,  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c r i g i  n o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s o n g ,  n i s  s o n  
S a d a q a  i b n  Abi S a d a q a ,  a n d  h i s  g r a n d s o n  Ahmad i b n  S a d a q a  
i b n  Abi S a d a q a ,  b o t h  boo am© c e l e b r a t e d  m u s i c i a n s .
f A l l a w a y a  a l - A f s r  A b u ^ l - H a s a n  f A l i  i b n  f A b d a l l a h  i b n  
S a i f ,  w a s  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  H o u se  c f  Umayya.  He b e l o n g e d  t o  
A l - M e d i n a ,  a n d  was  t h e  g r a n d s o n  o f  a  m u s i c i a n  named S a i f ,  who 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  A l - W a l i d  i b n  cUthman i b n  f A f f a n ,
H i  w as  t a u g h t  m u s i c  by I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  becam e  a  
s k i l f u l  m u s i c i a n ,  w e l l  e d u c a t e d ,  a n d  f o r e m o s t  among t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s .  H i s  f i r s t  c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e  was w i t h  
H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) ,  who ,  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  p u n i s h e d  h i m . " ^  W i t h
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x > , 8 2 .  x ,  1 6 1 - 4 .
y ,; A l - I s f a h a n i , x x i ,  1 5 3 - 6 4 .  A l - M a s * u d l ,  v i ,  3 4 2 - 4 7 .  
y  A l - I s f a h a n i , v ,  4 5 .
A l-A m in  ( 8 0 9 )  h e  w as  shown seme p a r t i a l i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  o n c e  
a g a i n ,  p u n i s h m e n t  f e l l  u p o n  h i m .  Al—Ma^mun ( 8 1 8 )  e x t e n d e d  h  
p a t r o n a g e  t .  ^ A l i .aw aya ,  a n a  i t  was t h r o u g h  t n e  l a t t e r  i .ua t  
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  was r e - i n s t a t e d  i n  t h e  K h a l i f r s  g o o d  
g r a c e s  a f t e r  a  l o n g  e s t r a n g e m e n t . ^  When t h e  " R c m a n t i c i
S c h o o l "  o f  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  b ecam e  t h e  c r a z e ,  cA l l a w a y a  j o i n e d
3 ./
h i s  p a r t y ,  a n d  h e  <1 I s h a q  becam e e n e m i e s /  When t h e  P r i n c e  
h a d  m ne  t h e  way o f  a i l  f l e s h ,  t h e s e  two v i r t u o s i  p a t c h e d  
u p  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i  b l a m e s  ' A l l a w a y a  
f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  n o t e s  i n t o  A r a b i a n  
m u s i c ^ ^ ^ & l ^ w a s  t h i s  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  
l o s s  c f  m uch  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c  o f  A rab ia - .  ^  f Al.!.awaya  
d i e d  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 - 6 1  ) .*/•
A l - Z u b a i r  i b n  -Dahman w as  a m u s i c i a n  c f  M e c c a ,  a n d  a 
f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu La i  t h  ibxi Ba k r  H i s  f a t h e r  was  a  
w e l l - k n o w n  m u s i c T o f  t h e  U m ayyads .  A l t h o u g h  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
c o m m e r c i a l  l i f e ,  h e  becam e  e n a m o u r e d  w i t h  m u s i c ,  & i n  t h e  
r e i g n  o f  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  h e  was c a l l e d  t o  c o u r t .  He^eV* h e  t o o k  
p a r t  i n  t h e  r i v a l r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  f a c t i o n s  o f  p r i n c e  I b r a h i m  
a n d  I s n a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  b o t h  h e  a n d  h i s  b r o t h e r  cA b d a l i a h , ©  
a l s o  a  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n ,  j o i n i n g  t h e  f o r m e r  p a r t y ,  I s n a q  
h o w e v e r ,  p a i d  a  warm t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  t a l e n t s ,  a n d  H a r u n
c evC
b e s t o w e d  h i s  f a v o u r s .  On o n e  o c c a s i o n  i t  w as  t h e ^ s e t t i n g  o f  
A l - Z u b a i r  p r e s c r i b e d  p i e c e  o f  v e r s e  t h a t  c a r r i e d  o f f
t h e  p r i z e  o f  2 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r ,  w i t h  t w e n t y
(2)c o m p e t i t o r s . ^  Among h i s  p u p i l s  was  t n e  s o n g s t r e s s  
/  Oalam a l - S a l a h i y y a . ® -  )  ^
I s h a a  a l - M a u s i l i ,  for i n  f u l l , -  Abu Muhammad I s h a q  i b n  
•  * A  •  *
I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  becam e  t h e  c h i e f  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n  o n  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  B o r n  a t  R a i y  i n  7 6 7 ,  h e  came t o
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  1 0 6 .  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .  
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  6 0 , 6 4 ,  9 1 .  <^/Ibn  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8  
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  2 .  A l - I f f a h a n i ,  x : . , 1 4 4 —5 .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x ,  1 2 0 - 5 2 .  © .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v , i i , 7 o —8
0 ,  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i ,  1 1 5 ,
B ag h d a d  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r .  He r e c e i v e d  a  f i n e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  we 
a r e  t c l d  t h a t  h e  b e g a n  h i s  d a i l y  s t u d i e s  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  
a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  H u sh a im  i b n  s u ' s h a i r .  The n e x t  h o u r  t o o  if h im
.    < l-a . o s k . cC  j
" t c ^ A l - F a r r a *  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  c f  t h e  Q u r^ a n .  H i s
u n c l e  Z a l z a l  t h e n  i n i t i a t e d  h im  i n t o  t h e  c r a f t  o f  t n e  
l u t e n i s t ,  a n d  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  r h y t h m i c  m odes  ( i q a f a t ) «
He p a s s e d  f r o m  t h i s  t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  f A t i k a  b i n t  S h u d h a  t h e  
f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s ,  t o  t a u g h t  him s i n g i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  h e  
c l o s e d  h i s  d a y ’ s  s t u d i e s  w i t h  A l -A s m a f i  a n d  Abu fU b a i d a  a l -  
M u t h a n n a ,  f r o m  whom he  l e a r n e d  h i s t o r y  a n d  b e l l e s  l e t t r e s .
H i s  a t t a i n m e n t s  w e r e  s u c h  t h a t  a s  s o o n  a s  h e  was  o l d  
e n o u g h ,  he  w as  a d m i t t e d  to  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s  
by  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  a n d  t h e  B a r m a k i d s ,  b o t h  o f  whom l a v i s h e d  
u n t o l d  w e a l t h  & u n p r e c e d e n t e d  f a v o u r s  u p o n  h i m .  E a c h  
s u c c e e d i n g  K h a l i f  s e e m e d  a n x i o u s  to  o u t d o  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  
p a y i n g  h o n o u r  to  t h i s  s a v a n t  m u s i c i a n .  Much o f  h i s  
r e p u t a t i o n  w asT d u e  t o  h i s  t a l e n t s  o u t s i d e  o f  m u s i c , ,  f o r  h i s .  
g i f t s  a s  a  p o e t ,  l i t t e r a t e u r , p h i l o l o g i s t ^ ,  a n d  j u r i s c o n s u l t ^  
won d e s e r v e d  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  Al-Ma*mun ( 8 1 5 )  w as  so  i m p r e s s e d  
t h a t  h e  sa id ,- )*  ,fWere I s h a q  n o t  so  p u b l i c i y  known a s  a  
m u s i c i a n ,  I  w o u l d  h a v e  a p p o i n t e d  h im  a  j u d g e  ( q . a d i ) ,  f o r  h e  
i s  m e r e  d e s e r v i n g  o f  i t  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  j u d g e s  we now h a v e ,  
and  h e  s u r p a s s e s  t h e m  a l l  i n  v i r t u o u s  c o n d u c t ,  p i e t y ,  an d  
h o n e s t y * ’ . Al-Ma^mun p e r m i t t e d  I s h a q  t o  t a k e  h i s  s t a n d  w i t n  
l i t t e r a t e u r s  an d  s a v a n t s  a t  t h e  c o u r t  r e c e p t i o n s ,  a n d  n o t  
w i t h  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  who h e l d  a  l o w e r  s o c i a l  r a n k .  L a t e r ,  
h e  g r a n t e d  h im  t h e  p r i v e l e g e  o f  w e a r i n g  t h e  b l a c k  r A b b a s i d
/si
r o b e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  l e g i s t s ,  And h e  e v e n  a l l o w e d
him  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  F r i d a y ' p r a y e r  f r o m  t h e  t r i b u n e  o f  t h e
K h a l i f .  A l - W a t n i q  ( 8 4 2 /
s a i d , -  " I s h a q  n e v e r  y e t  s a n g  to  me b u t  t h a t  I  f e l t  t h a t
my p o s s e s s i o n s  w e r e  i n c r e a s e d " .  When I s h a q -  d i e d  i n  ’8 5 0 , 7 ^
f r o m  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  Ramadan f a s t ,  A l - M u t a w a x k a l  ( 8 4 7 )6 7 * '
s a i d , -  " W i th  t h e  d e a t h  o f  I s h a q ,  my E m p i r e  i s  d e p r i v e d  o f  
a n  o r n a m e n t  a n a  a  g l o r y " .
As an  a l l - r o u n d  m u s i c i a n ,  I s h a q  w as  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
m u s i c i a n  t h a t  I s l a m  h a d  p r o d u c e d .  A l t h o u g h  h i s  v o i c e  
w as  p r o b a b l y  n o t  so  g o o d  a s  some o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  
y e t  h i s  a b s o l u t e  a r t i e t r y  g a v e  h im  a  d e c i d e d  s u p e r i o r i t y .
As an i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  h e  was  s u p r e m e .  As a  t h e o r i s t ,  h e  
w as  a b l e  t o  l a y  down a t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  " w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  
known a  s o l i t a r y  b o o k  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t s  ( aw a1 i l j " . m e a n i n g  
t h e  G r e e k s .  As a  l i t  9  ; u r ,  n i s  l i b r a r y  was  o n e  o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n  B a g h d a d ,  a n d  i n  A r a b i c  l e x i c o g r a p h i c a l  w o r k s  
a l o n e ,  h e  p o s s e s t e d  a  t n o u s a n d  v o l u m e s .  ^
The  F i h r i s t  p l a c e s  n e a r l y  f o r t y  w o r k s  t c  h i s  p e n ,  & i n  
t h i s  w o rk  I s h a q  i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s , -  " a  r e c o r d e r  o f  p o e t r y  a n d  
a n t i q u i t i e s ,  . . . . a  p o e t ,  c l o v e r  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  s i n g i n g ,  a n d
v e r s a t i l e  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e s " .  Among h i s  m u s i c a l  b o o k s  w e r e , -
—  _  ?
BQ.ftk o f  S o n g s  s u n g  b J  I s n a q .  Book o f  S t o r i e s  o f ;  f Azz a  a l - M  - i . - a /
Book o f  t h e  S o n g s  o f  M af b a d « Book o f  S t or i e s  o f  H u n a i n  .al -  
H i r i 3 0 u k  o f  S t o r i e s  o f  T u w a i s ,  Book o f  S t o r i e s  o f  
I b h  U t . i a h . Book o f  S t o r i e s  o f  A l - D a l a l ,  B ook  o f  S t o r i e s  
o f  i b n  f A1 i s  h a ,  B ook  o f  S t o r i e s  o f  A l-A b . ja r ,  g o o k  o f  t h e  
S e l e c t e d  Son g s  o f  A l—Wat h i q ,  BftoJk o f  d a n c i n g  ( K i t a b  a l —r a q a ^  
*1—- z a f a n )  i Book f  .V . t e s  Rh y t t t  ( K. a :  xap» w a>l - I q a c)jwa
fyr Abu>l - F i d a 7 s a y s  8 2 8 .
He a l l o w e d  a  p e n s i o n  t c  I b n  a l - f A r a b i  t h e  l e x i c o g r a p h e r .  
The t e x t  h a s  a l - K h i r i .  •
SB8 &  Bock o f  t h e
S i n g i n g - G i r l s .  B ook  o f  S t o r i e s  Qf Maf bad  a n a  I b n  S u r a l Ti ,
a n d  t h e i r  So n g s ,  g o o k  o f  S t o r i e s  o f  A l - ^ i m r l d ,  G r a n d
«
£ o o k  o f  I o n £ s .  T i i i s  l a s t - n a m e  d w o r k ,  w h i c h  becam e very- 
p o p u l a r ,  was  n o t  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h e  p e n  o f  I s h a q ,  b u t  a  
c o m p i l a t i o n  b y  a  b o o k s e l l e r  named S i n d l  i b n  cA l i .  O n ly
t h e  p r e f a c e  ( r u k h s a ') was  by  I s h a q ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l
* * /  *— ' 1 •b e i n g  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  o t h e r  w o r k s  i ^ K T s h a q .  % B i o g r a p h i e s
o f  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  w e ^ w r i t t e n  b y  h i s  s o n  Hammad,
_ — — _ — \Uj,
r A l i  i b n  f a n y a  i b n  Abi M a n s u r ,  a n d  o t h e r s ^ / *  '
A l - K h a l i l  i b n  Ahmad ( 7 1 8 - 7 9 1 ) ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f a m o u s
s c h o l a r s  c f  tee  B a s r a  s c h o o l  o f  A r a b i c  p h i l o l o g y ,  was  
p e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m u s i c a l  t h e o r i s t  o f  h i s  d a y .  He 
i s  known a s  t h e  c o m p i l e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  A r a b i c  l e x i c o n ,  t h e  
K j t a b  a l —* A in f a n d  t h e  s y s t e m a t i s e r  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
p r o s o d y . • The s t o r y  r u n s  t h a t  h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e s e  ’’r u l e s ” by  
h e a r i n g  t h e  s o u n d s  o f  a  s m i t h ’ s  hammer o n  a n  a n v i l .  ¥  H i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  m u s i c  w e r e  made  p u b l i c  
i n  two w o r k s , -  t h e  f i i t a b  a l - n a g h a m  (B ook  o f  N o t e s ) ,  a n d
—  _  _  (J ^
t h e  K i t a b  a i - i q a *  (B ook  o f  R h y t h m ) ,  a n d  i s ^ t n e  p i o n e e r
m u s i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  o f  t  h e  A r a b s . 9* Hamza i b n  a l - H a s a n  a l -
_ __ _
I s f a h a n i  s a y s  c f  himS ’’I s l a m ^ n e v e r  p r o d u c e d  a  m e r e  a c t i v e
s p i r i t  t h a n  A l - K h a l l l  f o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  
w h i c h  w e r e  unknow n J ^ e v en i n  t h e i r  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s ^  t o  b e  
l e a r n e d  by  t h e  A r a b s ’’ . ^
( R h b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 ^ ;
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v,, 5 2 - 1 5 1 .  A l- F i h r i s t ,  1 4 1 - 5 .  I b n
VLC T h i s  i s  t h e  o l d  P y t h a g o r e a n  s t o r y .  I n  t h e  f o r m  g i v e n  by 
'  H a j j l  K h a l i f a ,  v i ,  2 5 5 ,  i t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  G r e e k
a n d  P e r s i a n  a c c o u n t s .  S e e  F a k h r  a l - D l n  a l - R a z I ,  
g r i t . M u s . M S . ,  O r . 2 9 7 2 ,  f 0 1 . 1 5 4 , v .
y  A l - F i n r i s t ,  4 5 .
Yy I  bn  Kna 11 i  x a n , YC ̂  9 •
i  name was Abu Y usug  Ya*qub  i b n  I s h a q  
a l - K i n d i  ( d . o a . 8 7 4 )  was an A r a b  o f  n o b l e  d e s c e n t ,  a n d  was
b o r n  a t  B a s r a  a b o u t  7 9 0 ,  He r o s e  t o  f a v o u r  i n  t  h e  d a y s  o f  
Al-Ma^mun (81 .  ) and  A l—Mu ^tasiTn (85.- ) . ,  b u t  u n u e r  t h e  
o r t h o d o x  r e a c t i o n  u n d e r  A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 )  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
w i t n  t h e  Muf t a z i l i t e s  l e d  t o  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  h i s  l i b r a r y ,  
A l - K i n d i  n a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  "The P h i l o s o p h e r  o f  t h e  A r a b s ” by  n i s  
own c o u n t r y m e n ,  s i n c e  h e  s eem s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  t o  
h a v e  d e v o t e d  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  to  n a t u r a l  phenom ena  f r o m  a  
r a t i o n a l i s t  s t a n d p o i n t . " ^  He was  a  v o l u m i n o u s  w r i t e r ,  a n d  
among h i s  m u s i c  b o o k s  a r e  a K i t a b  r i s a l a t  A l - k u b r l  f i  t a * l l f  
( G r a n d  T r e a t i s e  o n  C o m p o s i t i o n ) , K i t a b  r i s a l a  f i  t a r t i h  a l -  
nagham  ( T r e a t i s e  on  t h e  S y s t e m  o f  t h e  N o t e s ) ,  K i t a b  r i s a l a  
f . i 7l - i g a  r  ( T r e a t i s e  o n  R h y t p m ) ,  K l t a b  r i s a l a  f l 3 l- raac  i l l
s i n a ra t  a l - * m u s i q i  ( T r e a t i s e  o n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  t h e  A r t  
o f  M u s i c ) ,  K i t a b  r i s a l a  f i  k h u b r  s i n a ca ua *l i f  ( T r e a t i s e  
o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  A r t  c f  C o m p o s i t i o n ) ,  K i t a b  r i s a l a  
f l * l —a k h b a r  fa n  s i n a f a t  a l - ^ m u s l q i  ( T r e a t i s e  o f  S t o r i e s  a b f t u t  
t h e  A r t  o f  M u s i c ) ,  M u K h t a s a r  a l - m u s l q l  f i  t a ”> l l f  a l - n a g h a m
T h r e e ,  i f  n u t  f o u r  o f  t u e s  wor.-cs n a v e  come
t o  u s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  t i t l e s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n  t n e
i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  a b o v e  name w o r k s .  A n o t h e r
w a j y f r P i l l m a l - fu d  ( Co m p e n d ium c f  M u s i c  i n  t h e  C o m p o s i t i o n
01 ui.C . /*
B r i t i s h  Museum we h a v e  a  R X s a la  f i  k h u b r  t a 1 l i f  a l - a l h a n X  
a n d  t h e  B e r l i n  l  i b r a r y  h a s  a  R i s a l a  f i  k h a b a r r i y a
a n d  a  R i s a l a  f l ’ ^ l - l u h u n ¥  w M oi l  ma*  be
w o rk  i n  t h i s  l i b r a r y  may a l s o  b e  by  A l - K i n d i
y a S t e i n e r ,  P i e  iflu[ t a z i l i t e n ,  1 5 .
&  AjL-Fih r l s t , i ,  2 5 5 - 5 7 .  I b n  a l - G i f t l ,  5 7 0 ,  I b n  A l
h  0 r * 2:' 6 1 -
^  n e r l i n  Mc « -> ( A h l w a r d t )  5 5 0 5 .
^ e r l i n  M-.  ( A h l w a r d t ;  ,  ttUUMUi 5 5 5 1 .
A h l w a r d t ) ,  5 5 5 0 .
X ’
X ,
I n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum M s . ,  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  w o rk  
m e n t i o n e d  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e , -  Ki t a b  a I - r Azm f, I  t a > l l f  a l - l u n u n
L : Mj.
( G r a n d  J o o k  on  t h e  C c m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  M e l o d i e s ) .  A l - K i n d i » s  
m u s i c a l  t r e a t i s e s  h a d  a  f a i r l y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  on  
l a t e r  w r i t e r s ,  f o r  two c e n t u r i e s  a t  l e a s t . ^
The t h r e e  b r o t h e r s  known a s  t h e  Banu M u sa ,  w hose  nam es  
w e r e  Muhammad ( d . 8 7 3 ) ,  Ahmad, a n d  A l - h a s a n ,  w e r e  t n e  s e n s  o f  
Musa i b n  S h a k i r ,  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  a l g e b r a i s t s .  They w ere  
among t h e  m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d  s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  w e r e  a t  
t h e  g a i t  a l - h i kroa a t  B a g h d a d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w i t h  Y ahya  i b n  A bi 
M an s u r  ( d , c a . 8 5 I ) .  I n  t h e  F i h r i s t  we r e a d  t h a t  * t h e i r . f a v o u r i t e  
s c i e n c e s  w e r e  g e o m e t r y ,  m e c h a n i c s ,  m u s i c ,  an d  a s t r o n o m y n^
I b n  k h a l l i k a n  a l s o  a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  m u s i c  & m e c h a n i c s  w e re  among 
t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  Y e t ,  n o t  a  s o l i t a r y  m u s i c  book  i s  m e n -  
- t i c n e d  u n d e r  t h e i r  nam es  i n  t h e  F i h r i s t .  n o r  by I b n  a l - Q i f t i ,  
u n l e s s  t h e  K i t a b  a l - u r g h a n u n  ( B o o k  o n  t h e  O rgans  m e n t i o n e d  
i n  a n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  F i h r i s t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  wi t i n  t h e m ,  i s  
tc be  p l a c e d  to  t h e i r  c r e d i t . / ^ *  %mm C a s i r i  m e n t i o n s  a l i b e r  
de  M u s i c a  o n  t h e i r  a c c o u n t ,  b u t  t h e  t r e a t i s e  c o r r e s p o n d s  
- ^ w i t h  a  K i t a b  a l - q a r a s t u n . w h i c h  h a s  no c o n c e r n  w i t h  m u s i c . ^
One m u s i c a l  w  r k  by t h e  Banu Musa h a s  f o r t u n a t e l y  s u r v i v e d .
I t  i s  a  t r e a t i s e  on  a u t o m a t i c  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  h y d r a u l i c  o r g a n .  The MS i s  p r e s e r v e d  a t  the  G r e e k  
O r t h o d o x  C o l l e g e  known a s  t h e  T h r e e  Moons a t  B a i r u t .  T n e  w o rk  
i s  e n t i t l e d  A l - a l a t  i l l a t i  f h z amrq i r  b i n a f s i h a  (T h e  I n s t r u m e n t  
w h i c h  P l a y s  by I t s e l f ) ,  t h e  t e x t  o f  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
t  he M a s h r i q . Y '
Ayi A l - H u s a i n  i b n  Z a i l a ,  g r i t . Mu s .  m s .  , 7 2 5 6 1 .  f o l .  2 3 - 9 ,
w  S e e  D o z y ,  S u p p l . D i e t . A r a b e s . 3 u t e r ,  M a t h . V e r z . im F i h r i s t  ̂
2 0 .  • B t . e i n s e h u e i d e r , ^ i e  a r a b .  U e b e r s e t . j-n i - J
2  ̂ A l - F i h r i s t ^  2 7 1 .  I b n  K h a l i i k a n ,  i i i ,  3 1 5 .  I b n  a l - Q i f t i ,
' 441  . C a s i r i ,  i ,  4 1 8 .  A l- M a s h r i q .  x v i ,  4 ± 4 .
y  &L-
cAbd a l - W a h h a b  a l - H u s a i n  i b n  J a r f a r  a l - H a j i b  was  o n e  o f  t h e  
*
f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n s  o f  A l - A n d a l u s  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A l - M a q q a r i  
c a l 3  s  h im  ’’t h e  u n i q u e  o n e  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  p l e a s a n t  
m u s i c  ( g h i n a * ) ,  d e l i g h t f u l  l e a r n i n g ,  f i n e  p o e t r y ,  ana. 
b e a u t i f u l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  . . . . t h e  m o s t  c a p a b l e  o f  m a n k i n d  i n  p l a y -  
- i n g  t h e  l u t e  ( fu d ) a n d  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  ’m o d e s ’ ( t a r a 1 i q )
w h i c h  w e r e  p l a y e d  o n  i t ,  a n d  i n  c o m p o s i n g  m e l o d i e s  ( l u h u n ) .
’ — - *
And o f t e n  he  w o u ld  u t t e r  f i n e  s e n t i m e n t s  i n  b e a u t i f u l  v e r s e s ,
a n d  m o u ld  them u p o n  d e l i g h t f u l  m e l o d i e s . . . . . . o u t  o f  h i s  own
i n v e n t i o n  a n d  o lc t fgo im M si! , So g r e a t  was  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n ^  t h a t
no m u s i c i a n  came f r o m  t h e  E a s t  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  s e e k i n g  to
make h i s  a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  s i n c e  h e  w as  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  ” t h $  o n e  who
a t t a i n e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ” . H i s  b o u n t y
a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  t c  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s  w e r e  p r o v e r b i a l ,  and
a l t h o u g h  h i s  in c o m e  was  q u i t e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o n e ,  h e  was
f r e q u e n t l y  p o o r  o n  a c c o u n t  c f  h i s  g e n e r c  s i  t y . /*
_ _ _
Z i r y a b  tYB^t h e  n i c k n a m e  o f  Abu’ l - H a s a n  r A l i  i b n  N a f i r ,
g i v e n  h im  !,o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  d a r k  c o m p l e x i o n  a n d  h i s  
e l o q u e n c e  o f  s p e e c h ” ®* He was  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n  
among t h e  W e s t e r n  A r a b s  o f  A l - A n d a l u s .  We f i r s t  n o t i c e  h im  
a t  B a g h d a d  a s  a  f r e e m a n  o f  A l -M a h d i  ( 7 7 5 )  and  a  p u p i l  c f  
I s p . a q  a i - M a u § i l I ,  a l t h o u g h  he  d i d  n o t  maxe h i s  f i r s t  
a p p e a r a n c e  a t  c o u r t  u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  o f  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ), w h e r e  h i s  
r e m a r k a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  q u i t e  a p a r t  f r o m  h i s  m u s i c a l  ■ 
t a l e n t s ,  so s t r u c k  t h e  K n a l i f ,  t h a t  he  w as  p r e d i c t e d  a s  t h e  
c o m in g  m a s t e r .  At h i s  f i r s t  a u d i t i o n  b e f o r e  H a r u n ,  he  r e f u s e d ,  
to  p l a y  o n  t h e  l u t e  o f  h i s  m a s t e r  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  a n d  
i n s i s t e d  o n  u s i n g  h i s  own,  t f i i c h ,  h e  s a i d , -  ’a l t h o u g h  e q u a l  i  
s i z e  a n d  m ade  o f  t h e  same w ood ,  i s  h e a v i e r  by  n e a r l y  o n e -  
t h i r d ,  w i t h  s t r i n g s  made  o f  s i l k  a n d  n o t  s p u n  w i t h  h o t  
wa t e r  ” . W '
(?)  Z i r y a b  i s  a l s o  t h e  n a m e  f o r  a  d a r k  b i r d  t h a t  h a s  a  s w e e t  
n o t e .  I n '  P e r s i a n  i t  s t a n d s  f o r  a  s o l u t i o n  o f  g o l d  f o r  
g i l d i n g .
M /  C f .  t h e  t e x t  i n  A l - M a q q a r i .
X< A l - M a q q a r i ,  A n a l e c t e s ,  i ,  1 1 9 - 2 0 .
Z i r y a b  s o o n  c a p t u r e d .  H a r u n ’ s  f a n c y ,  an d  t i i i s  a r o u s e d  t h e
_  ^ 4. __
j e a l o u s l y  o f  I s h a q ,  wig  i m m e d i a t e l y  g a v e  Z i r y a b  t c  u n d e r s t a n d
t h a t  he  w o u l d  n o t  t o l e r a t e  a  r i v a l  a t  c o u r t  and  i n s i s t e d  on
_
h i s  l e a v i n g  B a g h d a d .  I t  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  f o l l y  to  h a v e  d e f i e d  
so  e m i n e n t  a  man a s  I s h a q ^  and  t h e  y o u n g  m i n s t r e l  e m i g r a t e d  
t o  A l—M a g h r i b  ( N o r t h  A f r i c a )  w h e r e  he s o o n  r o s e  t o  f a m e .
W h i l s t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  c f  Z i y a d a  A l l a h  I  ( 8 i 6 )  t n e  A g h l a b i d
-  —  3 ^
s u l t a n  o f  o a i r a w a n  n e a r  T u n i s ,  he  s a n g  f f l ^ s o n g  o f  f A n t a r a  o n e
d a y .  I t  was  t h e  o n e  b e g i n n i n g , -  ” I f  my m o t h e r  w e r e  a s  b l a s k
a s  a  c r o w ” , a n d  t h e  s u l t a n  was  f u r i o u s  a t  t h i s  v e r s e *  a n d
h a d  Z i r y a b  w h i p p e d  a n d  b a n i s h e d .  The m u s i c i a n  t&en c r o s s e d
t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  a n d  e n t e r e d  A l - A n d a l u s f w nero
t h e  S u l t a n  f Abd a l - R a h m a n  I I  ( 8 2 2 )  t o o k  h im  i n t o  h i s  s e r v i c e .
So s a y s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  *Iq  - f a r i u ^ 2/
A l - M a q q a r i  s a y s  t h a t  i t  was  i n  t h e  y e a r  821 t h a t  Z i r y a b
l a n d e d  a t  A l g e r i c a s ,  and  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  t o  S u l t a n  A l -
Hakam I  ( 7 9 6 - 8 2 2 )  who i m m e d i a t e l y  s e n t  o n e  c f  h i s  c o u r t
m u s i c i a n s ,  A l - M a n s u r ,  to i n v i t e  h im  to  C o r d o v a .  J u s t  t h e n ,
Al-Haicam d i e d ,  b u t  h i s  s u c c e s s o r  r Abd a l - R a h m a n  I I .  was  • 7 • '
e q u a l l y  a n x i o u s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  m i n s t r e l ’ s  s e r v i c e s ,  w hose  
t a l e n t s  h a d  b s  l a u d e d  by  Yahya  a l - L a i t h i , -  wThe p r u d e n t  
A n d a l u s i a n ” . G r e a t  r e s p e c t  was  p a i d  Z i r y a b  d u r i n g  h i s  j o u r n e y  
t o  C o r d o v a ,  and  t h e  S u l t a n  r o d e  o u t  o f  t h e  c i t y  to
m e e t  h i m .  F c r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  he  w as  f e t e d  a t  t h e  p a l a c e ,  a n d  
f i n a l l y  was  l o d g e d  i n  a s p l e n d i d  m a n s i o n  w i t h  a p e n s i o n  &
\Q
e m o l u m e n t s  a m o u n t i n g  to  4 Q ,0 0 0  p i e c e s y a y e a r .
Z i r y a b  s o o n  e c l i p s e d  a l l  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s  i n  A l -  
A n d a l u s .  A l - M a q q a r i  s a y s , -  ’’Z i r y a b  was  d e e p l y  v e r s e d  i n  e v e r y
2/. IB n  f Abd R a b b i n i ,  i i i ,  1 8 9 .  
6 ^  I b n  / h a l d u n ,  i i ,  .
n  ’
i &  k *
b r a n c h  o f  a r t  c o n n e c t e d  wl t h  m u s i c ,  a n d  w a s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  g i f t e d
w i t h ,  s u c h  a  p r o d i g i o u s  memory t h a t  he  knew by n e a r t  u p w a r d s
o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  s o n g s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  a p p r o p r i a t e  a i r s :  a  g r e a t e r
number  o v e n  t h a n  t h a t  r e c o r d e d  b y ^  P t o l e m y ,  wno (UAAAAAM
e s t a b l i s h e d  r u l e s  o n  t h e  s c i e n c e  c f  m u s i c ,  a n d  w r o t e  u p o n  i t ” , *
Z i r y a b ,  l i k e  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e
j i n n  ( g e n i i )  t a u g h t  h im  h i s  s o n g s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  the  n i g h t .
When t h u s  i n s p i r e d ,  h e  w o u ld  c a l l  h i s  two s p e c i a l  s i n g i n g - g i r l s
G h a z z a l a n  a n d  H i n d a ,  a n d  b a d e  th e m  com m it  to memory t h e  m u s i c
^kich  nad  come tc h im  by t h e s e  m e a n s .
L i k e  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  Tf£ie h a d  a  d e e p  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h
t h e  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  [ l i t e r a t u r e ] p o l i t e y . He was  l i k e w i s e
l e a r n e d  i n  a s t r o n o m y  a n d  i n  g e o g r a p h y ” . I n d e e d ,  h i s  k n o w l e d g e
w as  s u c h  t n a t  A l - M a q q a r i  s a y d , -  ”T h e r e  n e v e r  w a s ,  e i t n e r
b e f o r e  o r  a f  t e r  h i m ,  a  man o f  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  who was  m o re
g e n e r a l l y  b e l o v e d  a n d  a d m i r e d ” . He i n t r o d u c e  p l e c t r a ,  c f  e a g l e s
t a l o n s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h o s e  o f  w ood ,  a n d  a d d e d  a f i f t h  s t r i n g  to  
!•/
t h e  l u t e , /  H i s  g r e a t e s t  fam e  w as  h i s  m u s i c  s c h o o l  a t  C o rd o v a  
w h i c h  b ecam e  t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  A n d a l u s i a n  m u s i c , ^  a n d  i t s  
p u p i l s  w e r e  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  one  o f  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  ^ 
The d a t e  o f  Z i r y a b ?s  d e a t h  i s  n o t  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  
d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  he  l i v e d  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Muhammad 
( 8 5 2 - 8 6 ) .  H i s  s o n s  a n d  d a u g h t e r s  became f e l l - k n o w n  m u s i c i a n s .
U  A l - M a q q a r i ,  Moh.Dy n . ,  i i ,  1 1 6 - 2 1 .
y .  M - M a q q a r l ^ c ^ o i t ^ ,  i i ,  1 1 7 .  Von Hammer,  o g ^ o i t . ,  i v ,  7 2 7 .  
^  I b n  d u a l  d u n ,  i i ,  .
A l - A n d a l u s  h a d  a  few  o t h e r  w e l l - k n o w n  m u s i c i a n s  wno 
d e s e r v e  m e n t i o n ,
f A lun  a n d  z a r q u n  w e r e  ’’ t ire f i r s t  o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s  who 
e n t e r e d  A l - A n d a l u s  ( f r o m  t h e  E a s t )  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  Al-Hakam I  
( 7 9 6 - 8 2 2 )  a n d  t h e y  w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d  by  h im  ( a t  h i s  c o u r t ) 5’ . 
T h ey  becam e  t h e  m o s t  e m i n e n t  c f  the  v i r t u o s i  u n t i l  t h e  . g r e a t
-  iy
Z i r y a b  came and  w r e s t e d  t h e  l a u r e l s  f r o m  t h e m . r “
\q£,~
f A bbas  i b n j ^ h a s a , i  was  t h e  c h i e f  m u s i c i a n  a t  iftftfiiiilBftfii
t h e  c o u r t  o f  Al-Hakam I ,  and  h e  i s  m e n t i o n e d  a s  t h e ^ L
s i n g e r  c f  t h e  s o n g s  c o m p o se d  by t h i s  S u l t a n .
A l- M a n s u r  was  a  J e w i s h  m u s i c i a n  who s t o o d  h i g h  i n
f a v o u r  a t  th e  c o u r t  c f  A l-Hakam I .  I t  w as  he who was s e n t
t o  c o n d u c t  Z i r y a b  t o  C o r d o v a . ^
B i s  h a r a  a l - Z a m i r  was  a n o t h e r  m u s i c i a n  ’’a t t a c h e d  t o
t h e  e a r l y  k i n g s ” , a n d  A l - M a q q a r i  s a y s  t h a t  he  came f r o m  t h e
■ /
E a s t ,  so  t h a t  h e  was  s u b s e q u e n ^ a l t h o u g h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  wL t k ,
— — C/
f A lu n  arid Z a r q u n .  He was ’’o n e  o f  t h e  c l e v e r e s t  o f  p i p e r s ” . *
y. a n ,
Vfc A l - M a q q a r i ,  A n a l e o t e s ,  i i ,  8 5 .
C s  A l - M a q q a r i ,  A n a l e o t e a , ,  i ,  1 1 9 - 2 0 .
Among t h e  m i n o r  m u s i c i a n s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d / w e r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g , ~
Muhammad, i b n  H am zay  Abu J a f f a r ,  was  a  f r e e m a n  o f
A l - M a n s u r  ( 7 5 4 ) .  He was a  p u p i l  o f  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l l  a n d  
•  •
was  c o u n t e d  5,among t h e  f o r e m o s t  o f  t h e  s i n g e r s ,  p l a y e r s ,
a n d  s t o r y - t e l l e r s  o f  t h e  d a y ” . He was a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  H a ru n {
I s m a fI l  i b n  a l - H a r b i d h  was  a  f r e e m a n  o f  t h e  Banu
Z u b a i r  i b n  a l - f Awwam o r  t h e  Banu K i n a n a ,  and  he  s a n g  a t
t h e  c o u r t s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  A l - W a l l d  I I  (7 4 5 )  t c  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) ^
S u l a i m  i h n  S a l l a m  Abu f A b d a l l a h  b e l o n g e d  t o  A l - K u f a ,
a n d  was a n  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d  o f  Abu M u s l im  and  I b r a h i m  a l -  
-M a u s i l i .  He " p o s s e s s e d  an  e x c e l l e n t  v o i c e  & a  g o o d  a p p e a r a n c e /  
f I b t h a r  ( ? )  a l - M u g h a n n i  w as  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  s i n g e r s  
o f  H a r u n .  He i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " a n  e l o q u e n t  n a n ,  w e l l
e d u c a t e d ,  a n d  w i t h a l ,  l o f t y  i n  p o e t r y ,  a n d  p o s s e s s i n g  a  
b e a u t i f u l  v o i c e " . ^
B a r su m a  a l - Z a m i r  was  a p u p i l  o f  I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l l  
a n d  a  t a l e n t e d  p e r f c r m e r  o n  t h e  r e e d - p i p e  (i f l i zm a r ) .  He 
s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  t r u s t e d  a s  a  c r i t i c  o f  ftUfc c o n t e m p o r a r y  
m u s i c i a n s  by  H a r u n . 9^
3/. A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  4 5 .  x v i ,  2 2 6 .  
2y A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 5 0 .  
y  A l - I s f a i i a n i ,  v i ,  1 2 - 1 5 .  
y  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 8 8 .
8 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  5 4 .  v i ,  1 2 .  I b n  r Abd R a b b i h i , ^  i i i ,  /5T7 
/  Von Hammer ,  L i t %d e r  A r a b . ,  i i i ,  7 6 6 ,  a n d  F e t i s ,  i i ,  1 4 ,  
c a l l  h im  J u s s u n .
Zunam w a s  a l s o  a  c e l e b r a t e d ,  p l a y e r  o n  t h e  r e e d - p i p e ,  a n d  
h e  i s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  I S t h  i^agama o f  A l—H a r i r i ,  a s  a  
c e l e b r a t e d  m u s i c i a n .  He- was  t h e  i n v e n t o r  o f  a  new K i n d  o f  
r e e d - p i p e  c a l l e d  t h e  n a y  z u n am i  o r  n a y  z u l a m i  a s  t h e  W e s t e r n  
A r a b s  m i s n a m e d  i t .  He was  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  o f  H a r u n ,  A l-M ur t a s i m  
and A l - W a t h i q . ^
r Amr a l - G h a z z a l , ^ *  A l - H u s a i n  i b n  M u u r i z , ^  an d
* r *
Muhammad i b n  B a*ud  i b n  I s m a f i l , ^  w e r e  a t  H a r u n ’ s  c o u r t ,  
w h i l s t  M ar b a a  a l - Y a q t i n i , ^  J a f f a r  a l - T a b b a l , ^ *  a n d
p  y  ^
Abu Z a k k a r , '* w e r e  f a v o u r e d  m i n s t r e l s  o f  t a e  B a r m a x i d  f a m i l y  c 
The  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  and  s o n g s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  ’’G o l d e n  Age’1 
w e r e  ev^I m o re  f a m o u s  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  Umayyad d a y s ,  a s  we 
know — rom  t h e  p a g e s  o f  T^ho I h o u s a n d  a n a  One IM igh ts ,  a l t h o u g h  
m o s t  o f  t h e  n am es  etfwmgWHi h a n d e d  down i n  t h i s  e n t e r t a i n i n g  
w o r k  h a v e  no p l a c e  i n  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i .
B ^ s b a s  ^ " C a r e s s ” ) w as  a  h a l f - c a s t e  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  
YaJjya i b n  H a f i s ,  f a m e d  f o r  h i s  c o n c e r t s  a t  A l - M e d i n a .  H e r e ,  
f A b d a l i a n  i b n  -Muc- *a t- n e a r  a  B a s b a s  t i n g ,  w h i c n  xeu. n im  to  
com pose  v e r s e s  s p e c i a l l y  f o r  h e r .  I t  w a s  t h e s e  v e r s e s  w h i c h  
so  c n a r m e d  K h a l i f  A l - M a n s u r  ( 7 5 4 )  t n a t  he  l e a r n e d  them by  
h e a r t .  I b n  K h u r d a d h b i h  a v e r s  t h a t  K h a l i f  A l -M a h d i  ( 7 7 5 )  
b o u g h t  B a s b a s  f r o m  Yahya  w h i l s t  h e  w as  a n  p r i n c e ,  f o r  1 7 , 0 0 0  
p i e c e s  o f  g o l d .  W h i l s t  s h e  w as  a t  A l - M e d i n a ,  s h e  w as  t h e  i d o l  
o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h ,  a n d  h e r  b e a u t y  was  p r a i s e d  by  t h e  p o e t s . ^
>
M / S t e i n g a s s , A s s e m b l i e s  o f  Har i r i  /  C h e n e r y , A s s e m b l i e s  o f / H a r i r i/* 
'  L a n e ,  L e x i c o n ,  s u b  v o c e .  A
y  A l - I § f a h a n i ,  x i ,  5 4 .  x : : ,  6 4
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 2 .  x i i i ,  9 .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i , i i i ,  5 7 .  x x i ,  2 2 6 ;
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i ,  1 6 8 - 7 0 .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i v ,  5 4 .  Q »
y  A l - I s f a h a n i , ' v i ,  2 1 2 .  A l - M a s fu d l ,  v i ,  5 5 9 .  I b n  K h a llik a n ,^
W/ Al— T s f  a n a n  i  ,  X*M t f 114—18,
. f,J r a i b j w a s  a  s o n g s t r e s s  who h a d  a  m o s t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
c a r e e r ,  w h i c h  d e s e r v e s  r e c o r d i n g ^  f o r  i t  g i v e s
an  i n s i g h t  i n t o  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t  ne p e r i o d .  
H an d so m e ,  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a s  p o e t e s s ,  w r i t e r ,  and  m u s i c i a n ,  
s h e  won a  t r e m e n d o u s  r e p u t a t i o n .  She " s u r p a s s e d  a l l  t h e  
s o n g s t r e s s e s  o f - A l - H i j a z  and w as  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s k i l f u l  i n  t h e  
a r t  a n d  s c i e n c e  o f  t h e  n o t e s  ( nafcham) .  a n d  s t r i n g e d  
i n s t r u m e n t s  ( a w t a r ) " .  She i s  r a n k e d  w i t h  cAzza  a l - M a i l a 1 & 
J a m i l a  o f  o l d ,  I s h a ^  a l - M a u s i l i  s a i d  t h a t  h e  knew o f  no 
b e t t e r  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e  l u t e  ( ru d ) .  n o r  a  m o re  g r a c i o u s  o r  
a r t i s t i c  woman. She  knew 2 1 , 5 0 0  m e3 .od ie s  by  h e a r t  H  H er  
f i r s t  o w n e r  w as  r A b d a l l a h  i b n  I s m a r I l ,  C a p t a i n  o f  t h e  G a l l e y  
u n d e r  H a r u n ,  b u t  s h e  f3_ed w i t n  a  l o v e r  t o  B a g h d a d .  H e r e  s h e  
s a n g  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  g a r d e n s  ,a n d f f i w  r e c o g n i z e d ,  
c o m p e l l e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  m a s t e r .  She was t h e n  a c q u i r e d  by 
A l -A m in  ( 8 0 9 )  and  a t  h i s  d e a t h  s h e  r e v e r t e d  to  h e r  o l d  
m a s t e r ,  b u t  a g a i n  f l e d  w i t h  a  l o v e r ,  who m a r r i e d  h e r .  
Al-Ma^mun ( 8 1 5 )  t h e n  p o s s e s s e d  h e r ,  a n d  a t  h i s  c o u r t  s h e  
h e l d  a  h i g h  p l a c e  a s  a  m u s i c i a n .  U nde r  A l -M u r t a s i m  ( 8 5 5 )  
s h e  was s t i l l  c a p t i v a t i n g  a l l  h e a r t s ,  a n d  A l - W a t h i q / when he  
w as  a  p r i n c e ,  t r i e d  to r i v a l  h e r  c o m p o s i t i o n s .  She  d i e d  i n  
8 4 1 .  A l -M u f t a m i d  ( 8 7 0 )  o r d e r e d  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e r  s o n g s  
t o  be  m a d e .
fU b a i d a ,  s u r n a m e d  A l - T u n b u r i y y a ,  was  " o n e  o f  t h e  
b e s t  o f  t h e  s o n g s t r e s s e s  a n d  t h e  f o r e m o s t  o f  them  i n  a r t  
and  l i t e r a t u r e " .  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  s a i d , -  " I n  t h e  a r t  o f  
t u n b u r  p l a y i n g ,  a n y o n e  wno s e e k s  t o  go b e y o n d  f U b a i d a
J a h z a  a l - B a r m a k i ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  
•  •
/  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i i i ,  1 7 5 - 9 1 .
t u n b u r  i s t s  1 e m a r x e d  that> ^ l i b a i d a  was  ”a n  e x c e l l e n t  m u s i c i a n  
a n d  a  r e m a r k a b l e  v i r t u o s o ” . She  r e c e i v e d  h e r  f i r s t  l e s s o n s  
f r o m  a ' c e r t a i n  Z u b a i d i  a l - T u n b u r l ,  who u s e d  to  s t a y  a t  n e r  
f a t h e r *s h o u s e .  On h e r  p a r e n t s ’ d e a t h ,  s h e  becam e a  
p u b l i c  s i n g e r ,  v i s i t i n g  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  a l l  a n d  s u n d r y  f o r  a 
f e w  c o i n s .  She  was  t h e n  a c q u i r e d  by  a  c e r t a i n  r A l i  i b n  a l -  
F a r a j  a l - Z a j h i ,  by  whom s h e  h a d  a  d a u g h t e r .  D i v o r c e d ,  s h e  
e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  a  c a d e t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  Hamza i b n  
Mai l i t ,  h i m s e l f  a  g o o d  s i n g e r  a n d  a  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t h e  mi f z a fc o 0  
Her c l e v e r n e s s  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  was  g e n e r a l l y
a c k n o w l e d g e d .  At a  c o n c e r t  g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e
m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d  t u n b u r i s t  o f  h i s  d a y ,  M a s d u d ,  t h e  l a t i e r  
r e f u s e d  to  p l a y  i n  f r o n t  o f  ,fa  m i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  m u s i c a l  a r t -* 
l i k e  ( Ubaida"TS, J a n z a  a l - B a r m a k i  p o s s e s . - e d  h e r  t u n b u r „ a n d  
u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  n e c k  c f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  w as  w r i t t e n , -  ”I n  l o v e ,  
o n e  can  e n d u r e  a l m o s t  a n y t h i n g ,  e x c e p t  f a i t h £ e s s n e s s ”•. I t  h a d  
b e a n  g i v e n  h e r  by J a r f a r  i b n  a l -M a ^ m u n .  f U b a i d a  s ee m s  to  
h a v e  b o o n  t r u e  o n l y  t o  h e r  a r t .  5^
S h a r i y a  was a n a t i v e  c f ^ B a s r a ,  h e r  f a t h e r  b e l o n g i n g  
t o  t h e  Banu  Sama i b n  l a w w i ,  a n d  h e r  m o t h e r  to  t h e  Banu 
Z u h r a  a  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h .  I n  s p i t e  o f  h e r  o r i g i n ,  s h e
was  p u t  u p  f o r  th e  h i g h e s t  b i d d e r  by  h e r  m o t h e r ,  a n d  was
p u r c h a s e d  by  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b h  a l - M a h d i .  He h a d  h e r  t a u g h t  
by  t h e  b e s t  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  o f  h i s  n a r  im« i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  
R a i q  ( ”B locm  o f  Y o u t h ” ) ,  a n d  h e  t h e n  made h e r  a  p r e s e n t  to  h i  
d a u g h t e r  M aim una .  Tne p r i n c e  a f t e r w a r d s  f r e e d  h e r ,  a n d  made 
h e r  h i s  w i f e .  A l -M u f t a s i m  ( 8 5 1 )  was  a n n o y e d  a t  t h i s ,  b u t  
I b r a h i m  a r g u e d  t h a t  s h e  was o n e  o f  t h e  Q u r a i s h .  On t h e  
d e a t h  o f  I b r a h i m  s h e  e n t e r e d  t h e  h a r l m o f  A I-M u f t a s i m  a n d
Wx A l - I s f a h a n l ,  x i x ,  154— 7 .
r e m a i n e d  a t  c o u r t  u n d e r  s u c c e s s i v e  K h a l i f  s .  M u h a m m a d  i b n  a l -  
H a r i t h ,  a s k e d  h i s  o p i n i o n  o f  t i i e  r e s p e c t i v e  m e r i t s  o f  P r i n c e  
I b r a h i m  a n d  S h a r i y a ,  a w a r d e d  t h e  p a l m  t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  One c f  
h e r  b e s t  p u p i l s  was F a r i d a . ^
B a d h l  ( ’’G i f t ” ) w as  a  s o n g s t r e s s  o f  Al M e d i n a  who
f l o u r i s h e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  f r o m  A l-A m ln  ( 8 0 9 )  t o  A l - M u $ t a s i m
( 8 5 5 ) .  She  f i r s t  b e l o n g e d  t o  J a r f a r  i b n  a l - H a d l ,  b u t  A l-A m in
h a v i n g  h e a r d  h e r  s i n g ,  b e g g e d  h i s  c o u s i n  t o  s e l l  h e r ,  b u t
J a r f a r  r e p l i e d , -  ”Men o f  my r a n k  do h o t  s e l l  t n e i r  s l a v e d ’ . 
F i n a l l y ,  A l -A m in  o b t a i n e d  h e r .  She  was  an  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  F u l a i h  i b n  A b i ^ l - ^ u r a 7 w as  o n e  o f  n e r  
t e a c h e r s ,  S&e h a d  a  p r o d i g i o u s  memory & c l a i m e d  t o  know
5 0 . 0 0 0  s o n g s .  So g r e a t  w as  h e r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s o n g s ,  t n a t  
e v e n  I s h a g .  a l - M a u s i l l  s t o o d  a b a s h e d .  Abu H a s h i s h a ,  t h e  
m u s i c a l  b i o g r a p h e r  s a y s  t h a t  i n  t h e  t i m e  o f  Al-Ma^mun ( 8 1 5 )  
s h e  c o m p o se d  a  K l t a &r a l - a g h a i j  (Book 6 ^  S o n g s )  o f  some
1 2 .0 0 0  s p e c i m e n s ,  f o r  r A l i  i b n  H i s n a m .  T h i s  b r o u g h t  h e r
V1 0 . 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r .  She  l e f t  a  l a r g e  f o r t u n e . 7' Among 
h e r  p u p i l s  w e r e  D a n a n i r  a n d  M u tay y im  a l - H a s i i i m i y y a .  ^
D a n a n i r  ( ’’W e a l t h ” ) was  a  s l a v e  o f  a  man o f  A l - M e d i n a  
who s o l d  h e r  t o  Y ahya  i b n  K h i & i # A t t n  a l - B a r m a k i ,  who s e t  
h e r  f r e e .  She  was  w e l l  e d u c a t e d ,  a n d  f a m o u s  f o r  h e r  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n  p o e t r y  a n d  s o n g .  Among h e r  t e a c h e r s
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i v , 1 0 9 - 1 4 .
A l - I s f a h a n T ,  x v , 1 4 4 - 4 7 .  
A l - I  s f  ah  a r i l ,  x v i ,  1 5 6 .
2,/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  VM ^
w er  I b r a h i m  a i - M a u s i l l ,  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l l ,  F u l a i h ,  I b n  J a m i  S  
a n d  B a d h l .  S he  s a n g  b e f o r e  H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 ) ,  VUs&uwu&kJb 
'A A A \M ^ M A A A A A A A M A A /\A A ^ M L A /A i
o f  a  K l t a b  mu . j a r r . a d  a l - a g h a n i  (Boole o f  C h o i c e  S o n g s ) . ^  She 
r e f u s e d  t o  m a r r y  t h e  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n  f Aqi«£ on  t h e  g r o u n d s  
t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  a l l y  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a s e c o n d - r a t e  
p e r f o r m e r . / ^
f A t i k a  b i n t  S h u a h a  was  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  S n u d n a  t h e  
f a m o u s  s;o n g s t r e s s  a t  vajuaam t n e  c c u r t  o f  A l - W a l i u  I I  ( 7 4 , ) .
L ite h e r  m o t h e r ,  s h e  was  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s i n g e r ,  a n d  Y ah y a  i b n  
f A l i  i b n  Y a h y a ,  t h e  m u s i c a l  t h e o r i s t ,  a a i d  t i x a t  s h e  was 
o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  s i n g i n g .  At t h e  c o u r t  o f  H a r u n  
( 7 8 6 )  s h e  was  a  g r e a t  f a v o u r i t e ,  an d  among h e r  p u p i l s  w e r e  
Is&aq.  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  M u k h a r i q . 9 ^
M u ta y y im  ( " E n s l a v i n g " ) a l - H a s h i m i y y a  was  a  f r e e w o m a n  
o f  B a s r a ,  w h e r e  s h e  l i v e d  a l l  h e r  l i f e .  T a u g h t  by  I b r d h i m  
a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  h i s  s o n  I s h a q ,  an d  B a d h l ,  sh e  b ecam e  a  w e l l  
known s i n g e r  a n d  p o e t e s s .  S h e  was  a c q u ^ r ^ ^ ^ ^ A l I  i b n  
ttjBfeM H i  sh am ,  a n d  becam e t h e  m o t h e r  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  UaA'Ww 
B o t h  Al-Ma*mun a n d  A l -M u f t a s i m  h a d  h e a r d  h e r  s i n g . v ^ j * 2̂ ^  iJny J  
Qalam a l - S a l i h i y y a  was  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f Tf Abd a l - W a h h a b ,  
She  was  c o u n t e d  ”a  c l e v e r  s i n g e r  & p e r f o r m e r ” , a n d  was  b o u g h t  
f r o m  t h i s  man b y  A l - W a t h i q  ( 8 4 2 )  f o r  1 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d .  ^  
D h a t  a l - K h a l  ( ,fM i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  B e a j t t y  S p o t ” ) was 
o r i g i n a l l y  p u r c h a s e d  by H a r u n  ( 7 8 6 )  f o r  7 0 , 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  
s i l v e r ,  b u t  w as  a f t e r w a r d s  g i v e n  to  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  s l a v e  
Hammawaih i i n  m a r r i a g e .  On h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  d e a t h  s h e  r e - e n t e r e d  
t h e  h a r i m o f  H a r u n ,  and  s h e  was  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  f a v o u r i t e s
t h a t  t h e  p o e t s  s a n g  a b o u t ,  t h e  o t h e r  tw o b e i n g  S i h r  ( ’’C h a r m ” )
— S /
a n d  p i y a 5 ( ”S p l e n d o u r  ” ) .  /*
y ,  N o t  f A q id  a s  i n  Von Hammer a n d  F e t i s .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v . i ,  1 5 6 —9 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v , i i ,  o l —8 ,
y A A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i ,  1 1 5 - 1 7 .
Zy A l - I s f a h a n i ,  ' 7 > 0 .
I n  A l - A n d a l u s  t h e r e  w e re  some f a m o u s  s o n g s t r e s s e s .
< A f z a 5 was t h e  f a v o u r e d  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  r Aba a l -R ah m an  
I  ( 7 5 6 - b t t ) .  She  was p u r c h a s e d  i n  t h e  O r i e n t ,  a n d  was 1/
it
c o n s i d e r e d  " t h e  m o s t  e x c e l l e n t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  m u s i c  ( u h i n a 1)
F a d l  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  Of a d a u g h t e r  o f  Ny
k h a l i f  H a r u n  a t  h a g h a a d ,  b u t  l a t e r  w e n t  t o  A l - M e d i n a ; a n d
f r o m  t h e r e  s h e  j o u r n e y e d  w i t h  a c o m p a n i o n  f Alam, to  A l -
A n d a l u s  . & became f a m o u s  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f  *Abd a l —Rahman I I
. _  8/ 
( 8 2 2 - 5 2 ) .  <He a r e  t o l a  t h a t  s h e  " e x c e l l e a  i n  m u s i c  ( k h i n a -’> 21
, a , _
Qalam was AiiMatfUjA# s o n g s t r e s s  who was
a ĉ zI oa) o b t a i n e d  by < Abd a l - R a h m a n  I I .  She  i s  S poken  o f  a s  a lfc^ 
e x c e l l e n t  s c r i b e ,  h i s t o r i a n  o f  p o e t r y ,  r e c i t e r  o f  s t o r i e s ^  
wel l j i  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  p o l i t e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  &
" d e v o t e d  t o  m u s i c  ( a l - S a m a *  j . /  ,—  j
y t; Al M a q q a r l ,  A n a l e c t e s . i i , 9 7 - « .  Akthani.  x x , 1 4 :6 ,1 4 9 .  
2/, A l - M a q q a r i ,  A n a l e s t e s . i i ,  9 6 .  
r6A I  b i d . , i ,  2 2 5 .
I “
e  eJIrurovG'i a ln  j j  n o v l g  s f c ' i n w i o j  s e w  J u d  f n e / l i s  
^  riJnei, a'hhBrfeiii ion. no .esnih-hhn ,U idihwe.rusrH 
eWi-ufOTfit eeu iJ  e iii Jo ©no saw ©4a fcne .nSttsH %o u l i t . j  edJ
*
h i  r  uuff  owj hOiilo f-iif . s a  sieoq e d f  j h u j
.» ' TUfo -o lq  1
’ . \  ‘ ' ' “ ' * “ “ ' .............................
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f I n a n  w as  a n o t h e r  s i n g e r  who c a p t i v a t e d  H a r u n .  Che was  a  
s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  a  c e r t a i n  A l - N a t i f i .  One d a y ,  a f t e r  t h e  
r h a l i f  h a d  h e a r d  o n e  o f  h e r  v e r s e s  r e c i t e d  by  a  c o u r t l y  x 
m i n s t r e l ,  w aoju jtoJh e r  m a s t e r  f o r  h e r ,  f o r  w h i c h  t r a f f i c ^
Me r e c e i v e d  50 ,000  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d . 9^  A l - A s m a f i  s a i d  t h a t  
H a r u n  w as  n e v e r  m o re  i n f a t u a t e d  -4th a n y o n e  m o re  t h a n  r I n a n . ^
■1 i I ' l w u i B w r n ^ "
M u s a b i h  was  a  s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  Abu H a f s  f Umar i b n
Q a l h i l  o f  A l - A n d a l u s .  I n  m u s i c  s h e  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e
r e a c h e d  " t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  a n d  s k i l l ,  t o g e t h e r
w i t h  s w e e t n e s s  o f  v o i c e " ,  I b n  f Abd R a b b i n i  j | a s  a  poem i n
h e r  h o n o u r .  She  w as  a  p u p i l  o f  Z i r y a b . ® ^
M u t ^  w as  a n o t h e ^ p u p i l  o f  Z i r y a b ,  a n d  when s h e  g r e w  u j
sh eY cap  t i v a t e d  t h e  S u l t a n  f Abd a l - R a h m a n  I I  ( 8 2 2 )
•  •
Z i r y a b  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  to  h i m . ^
O t h e r  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  o f  p a s s i n g  n o t e  w e r e ,  H a s a n a , ^  
R a i q , ^ *  D a m a n ,^  W a h b a , ^  D u f a q , ^ *  S a m h a , ^  a n d  Q u m r i y y a . ' *
f^. Cf Von Hammer.
!£/ A l - I s f  a h a n i , x , 1 0 1 . x x , 7 6 .  I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 9 9 .  
MM/ A l - M a q q a r l ,  A n a l e c  t e s ,  i i ,  0 9  p*
y i
2/i A i - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i ,  1 0 8 .  
tj/r Al I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  1 ^ 4 .
^  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v ,  5 8 - 9 .
4rA A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i i ,  1 2 6 .
/  m /  —
o/, A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i ,  9 8 - 1 0 0 .  Von Hammer & F e t i s  w r i t e  J t lqaq ,  
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  1 1 5 .
Q/Z A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i ,  1 7 .
CHAPTER VI
The c ” ,
Tne F i r s t  Decl i n e  
( 8 4 7 - 9 4 5 )
By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  K h a l i f  a t e  h a d  b e g u n  t o  r e v e a l  s i g n s  o f  
s e r i o u s Jdeoline«|MayHfc p o l i h i e O n e
o f  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h i s  d e c a y  was  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  
m e r c e n a r y ^  who p l a y e d  a  p a r t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  K h a l i f  a t e  
s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  t h e  P r a e t o r i a n  g u a r d s  i n  t h e  Roman d e c l i n e .  
They b a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  to  B ag h d a d  by  Al-Ma1mun J |© c o u n t e r ­
b a l a n c e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  K h u r a s a n I  s o l d i e r y , r* a n d  by  
t h e  t i m e  o f  A l -M u f t a s i m  ( 8 5 3 )  t h e  e n t i r e  o f  t h e
K h a l i f  c o m p r i s e d  t h e s e  m e r c e n a r i e s ,  t h e  A r a b s ,  b o t h  o f f i c e r s  
a n d  m en ,  who h a d  b e e n  d i s p l a c e d ,  r e t i r i n g  to  t h e i r  t r i b e s ,  
w h e r e  t h e y  w e re  t o  became,fa  c n r o n i c  e l e m e n t  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e  & 
r e v o l t ” . 5^ The T u r k s ,  w h o se  n u m b e r s  w e r e  e v e r  o n  t h e  
i n c r e a s e ,  s o o n  becam e  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  K h a l i f  a t e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  
a c c e s s i o n  c f  A l - M u f t a z z  ( 8 6 2 )  t o  t h e  c o m in g  o f  t n e  
Buw aihids ( 9 4 5 )  t h e  v e r y  s u c c e s s i o n  to  t h e . K h a l i f a t e  was  
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e s e  p e o p l e . ® ^  T h e r e  can  be  l i t t l e  d o u b t  
t h a t  t n e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  m e r c e n a r i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  
s e r i o u s l y  t o  t h e  d e c l i n e  c f  A r a b i a n  p o l i t y  i n  t h e  E a s t # .
B i d e  by  s i d e  w i t h  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  t y r a n n y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
d e c a d e n c e ,  t h e r e  was  a  r e v i v a l  o f  a  b i g o t e d  o r t h o d o x y  i n  
I s l a m ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  
a r t i s t i c  r e t r o g r e s s i o n ,  w h i c h  p l a y e d  no sm alJ  p a r t  i n  t h e  
g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e .  The f i r s t  c e n t u r y  o f  f A b b a s i d  r u l e ,  a s
y % M u i r , C a l i p h a t e ,  5 1 1 .  
y i  M u i r ,  P .p .o i t . ,  5 1 5 .
M/ M u i r ,  o p . o l t . ,  5 3 1 .
'D r .  N i c h o l s o n  p o i n t s  o u t ,  was m a r k e d  by a  g r e a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a g i t a t i o n .  R a t i o . n a l i s m  a n d  f r e e t h o u g h t  w e r e  ”i n  t h e  a i r ” , 
a n d  t h i s  p o l i c y  h a d  o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  t im e  o f  
A l-M a’ raun ( 8 1 5 ) .  When A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 ? )  becam e  X h a l i f ,  
o r t h o d o x y  w a s / e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a n d  a l l  f o r m s  o f  h e r e s y  wmemaxK 
w e r e  s u p p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  b i g o t r y  a n d  c r u e l t y .  ¥
\AM*AAAAj\JSJS/\Aj*A/y*\t'AA\AAAJ\*AAK W h i l s t  th e  K h a l i f a t ©  w as '
p a m p e r i n g  ^ r e l i g i o u s  men w i t h o u t  i n t e l l i g e n c e ” a s  Abu1l - r A la  
w o u ld  s a y ,  a n d  ’’p e r s e c u t i n g  i n t e l l i g e n t  men w i t h o u t  r e l i g i o n ” , 
t h e  f i n e s t  c i v i l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  was  s l i p p i n g  a w a y .
We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  A l - A n d a l u s  i n  t n e  W es t  h a d  
c l a i m e d  i t s  own S u l t a n  s i n c e  7 5 5 ,  and  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  E m p i r e  was  to  f o l l o w  s w i f t l y  on  t h i s  e v e n t .  F i r s t ,  
I d r i s ,  a  g r e a t - g r a n d - s o n  o f  K h a l i f  f A l I ,  r a i s e d  t h e  I d r i s i d s  
( 7 8 8 - 9 8 5 )  o f  M orocco  to  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  The r e s t  o f  N o r t h  
A f r i c a  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  l e a d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  when t h e
A g h l a b i d s  ( 8 0 0 - 9 0 9 )  s e t  u p  the irX&£&ft |»«*^^ a t  Q a i r a w a n
^  —
( T u n i s i a ) ,  who, i n  t u r n , '  we/ s u c c e e d e d  by t h e  F a t i m i d s
ey S^Aicc
( 9 0 9 - 1 1 7 1 ) .  I n  E g y p t ^  t h e  T u l u n i d s  ( 8 6 8 - 9 0 5 )  t o o k  c o n t r o l ,  
a n d  a l t h o u g h  f o r  a b r i e f  i n t e r v a l  t h e  K h a l i f s  w e r e  a b l e  to  
a s s e r t  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  I k h s h i d i ^ s  ( 9 5 5 - 9 6 9 )  hum* a s s u m e !  
d o m i n i o n  o v e r  E g y p t  & S y r i a .  I n  t h e  E a s t ,  m a t t e r s  w e r e  
a l m o s t  a s  b a d ,  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s , -  K h u r a s a n ,
T a b a r i s t a n ,  P e r s i a ,  T r a n s o x i a n a ,  a n d  J u r j a n ,  h a d  beofce, 
p r a c t i c a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  m a k i n g  a  m©re n o m i n a l  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  
t o  t h e  K h a l i f .  u n d e r  t h e  T a h i r i d s  ( 8 2 0 - 7 2 ) ,  f A l I d s  ( 8 6 4 - 9 2 8 )
H< A l - T a b a r i ,  i i i ,  1 5 8 9 , s e q ./  * m
B a f f a r i d s  ( 8 6 8 —9 0 3 ) ,  S a m a n i d s  (8 7 4 —9 9 9 ) ,  and  t h e  Z i y a r i d s  
( 9 2 8 —9 7 6 ) .  h e a r e r  hem e ,  *Uman- h a d  l o n g  s i n c e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  i t s  
own imam. Al-Yaman c l a i m e d  i t s  own r u l e r s  i n  t h e  Z i y a d i d s  
( 8 1 9 - 1 0 1 8 )  o f  Z a b i d ,  and  t h e  Y a r f u r i d s  ( 8 6 1 - 9 5 6 )  o f  S a n ' a ,  
w h i l s t
H arndan ids  ( 9 2 9 - 1 0 0 5 )  r u l e d  S y r i a  a n d  M Q s c p o ta m ia .
By t h e j B S *  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  a l l  t h a t  was  
l e f t  to t h e  K h a l i f  a  t e ? s a v e  n o m i n a l  a l l e g i a n c e ,  w a s ' t h e  
c a p i t a l ,  a n d  e v e n  h e r e ,  a s  M u i r  r e m a r k s ,  how l i t t l e  was  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  the  K h a l i f .  S t i l l ,  h e  was t h e  s p i r i t u a l  h e a d  
o f  t h i s  l o o s e l y  h e l d  e m p i r e ,  a n d  B ag h d a d  was  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  
I s l a m i c  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  C o r d o v a  t n a t  
c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  W e s t .
( I )
A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 ) ,  t h e  f i r s t  K h a l i f  o f  th e  d e c l i n e ,  openecL
h i s  r e i g n  w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e t u r n  to  o r t h o d o x y ,  a n d  Ahmad i b n
H a n b a l ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  n a r r o w e s t  & l e a s t  s p i r i t u a l  c f  t h e
f o u r  o r t h o d o x  s e c t s , / "  becam e t h e  c h i e f  t n e o l o g i a n .  T nen  b e g a n
t h e  t e r r o r s  o f  an  i n q u i s i t i o n ,  d e t a i l s  o f  w h i c h  may be r e a d  i n
A l - T a b a r i  a n d  I b n  a l - A t h i r .  The p h i l o s o p h e r  & m u s i c - t h e o r i s t
A l—K i n d i ,  h a d  h i s  l i b r a r y  c o n f i s c a t e d ,  w h i l s t  t h e  r e n o w n e d
p h y s i c i a n  B c k h t - Y i s h u c , was  d e s p o i l e d  o f  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s  a n d
w as  b a n i s h e d .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e r e f o r e  11 hew
*
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  i s  t h e  num ber  o f  w r i t e r s  & s c h o l a r s  o f  
e m i n e n c e  who f l o u r i s h e d  i n  A l -M uta^akkai’ s  t i m e ’1.
Among t h e  f e w  m u s i c a l  w r i t e r s  w e r e  A l - K i n d i  a n d  I b n  
K h u r d a d h b i h .  M u s i c ,  s t r a n g e  to s a y ,  was s c a r c e l y  i n t e r f e r e d  
w i t h ,  f o r  t h e  V h a l i f  was  a  g r e a t  l e v e r  o f  the  a r t ,  a n d  g a v e
p u b l i c  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  to  i t s  p r o f e s s o r s ,  a s  e v e n  some o f  t h e
b e s t  K h a l i f s  o f  t h e  ’’G o ld e n  Ag e ” Hi s  s o n  Abu cI s a
r A b d a l ~ a h  was  an  a c c o m p l i s h e d  m u s i c i a n  who co m p o sed  seme
t h r e e  h u n d r e d  s o n g s ^  H i s  w a z i r  Muhammad i b n  F a d l  a l -
J a r j a r a ‘, i  w as  a l s o  ’’c e l e b r a t e d  f o r  h i s  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t s ” . ^
The K h a l i f  b u i l t  a  g o r g e o u s  p a l a c e  away f r o m  S a m a r r a
(now t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e s i d e n c e  o f  t n e  K h a l i f  & t h e  T u r k i s h
s o l d i e r y )  w h i c h  he  c a l l e d  a f t e r  h i m s e l f  t h e  J a ff a r i y y a .  I t
was  ’’c r o w d e d  w i t h  e v e r y  m e a n s  o f  e n j o y m e n t ,  m u s i c ,  s o n g ,  and
gay  d i v e r t i s s e m e n t ” H e r e  t h e  K h a l i f  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e
v i r t u o s i , -  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l l ,  Ahmad i b n  Yaijya a l - M a k k i ,  1
Muhammad i b n  a l - H a r i t h ,  cAmr i b n  B a n a ,  r A b d a l l a h  i b n  a l - f Abbai
i b n  a l - F a d l  a l - R a b i r i ,  Ahmad i b n  S a d a q a ,  r A t h fa t h  a l - A s w a d ,• 7 • • ^ 7 7
A l - H a s a n  a l - M a s d u d ,  a n d  I b n  a l - M a r i q i  , a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
s o n g s t r e s s e s  f U r a i b ,  S h a r i y a ,  F a r i d a ,  a n d  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  
M ah b u b a .  He was  m o s t  g e n e r o u s  t o  them a l l , b u t ,  a s  M u i r  
s a y s ,  i t  ’’m a k e s  b u t  s o r r y  am ends  f o r  a  l i f e  o f  c r u e l  t y r a n n y ,  
b i g o t r y ,  a n d  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e ” .
A l - M u n t a s i r  ( 8 6 1 )  h a d  b u t  a  s h o r t  r e i g n .  He was  b o t h  a  
p o e t  a n d  m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  t h e  w o r d s  o f  h i s  s o n g s  h a v e  b e e n  
p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  X . i tab  a l - a g h a n l . w h e r e  a c h a p t e r  i s  d e v o t e d  
to  h i m . H i s  f a v o u r i t e  m i n s t r e l  a t  c o u r t  was  B unan  i b n  r Amr 
( a l - H a r i t l ^  who s a n g  h i s  c o m p o s i t i o n s .  A n o t h e r  was  A l - H a s a n  
a l - M a s d u d .  we r e a d  o f  h i s  s i n g i n g - g i r l s  i n  t h e  ffiuruj a l -  
d h a h a b  o f  A i - M a s fu d i
M a s fu d l ,  v i ,  1 9 1 .
7 *  ~—
y  A l - F a k h r l ,
A l - M a s ^ u d i ,
X T  m A l
'  -  -
y  A l - I s f a h a n ii n i ,  v l i i ,  1
<p A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i > , 1 0 4 .
I< M u i r ,  5 2 8 .  C f .  A l - M a s ru d i
v i i ,  1 9 2 .
y .  M u i r ,  5 3 0 .
5 /  A l - M a s r u d . i ,  v i i ,  2 9 7 .
A l - M u s t a f i n  ( 8 6 2 )  h a s  l e f t  nc r e c o r d  o f  h i s  m u s i c a l  
t a s t e s .  One o f  h i s  g o v e r n o r s  h o w e v e r ,  Munammad i b n  r A b d a l l a h  
i b n  T a h i r  ( d . 8 6 7 )  was  a  g r e a t  p a t r o n  o f  m u s i c .  One d a y  h e  
was  a s k e d  by  Abu5i - r Abbas  a l - M a k k i ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  a  c o n c e r t ,  
w h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  w as  t h e  b e s t  m u s i c  ( sama r ) . He r e p l i e d , -  
,?The  b e s t  m u s i c  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  f o u r  s t r i n g s  ( i  j r .  t h e  l u t e )  
wnen i t  i&jgttMMUqpflHflrigM a c c o m p a n i e s  a  g o o d  s o n g  r e n d e r e d  by  
a  p e r f e c t  v o i c e " . ^
A l - M u f t a z z  ( 8 6 6 ) was a l s o  a m u s i c i a n  a n d  p o e t ,  a s  we 
know f r o m  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i  w h i c h  r e g i s t e r e d  some o f <h i s  
s o n g s . S f  Among h i s  f a v o u r i t e  m i n s t r e l s  w e r e , -  B unan  i b n  r Amr 
( a l - H a r l t h )  a n d  S u l a i m a n  i b n  a l - Q a ^ s a r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  a f i n e  
t u n b u r i s t .  S h a r i y a  a n d  J a h a * I  w e r e  two o f  h i s  s p e c i a l
s o n g s t r e s s e s .  H i s  s o n  r A b d a l l a h , * i M i  a  m o s t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
O f
m u s i c i a n ,  M  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  m u s i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h e
-  6/c o u r t  o r  A i - W a t h i q .  * V*.v»\AAA/^ h i s  P r i n c e  w r o t e  a  book
o n  S h a r i y a ,  a n d  a  K l t a b  a l - B a d j f (Book  o f  P o e t i c s )  t h e  f i r s t  
t r e a t i s e  o f  i t s  k i n d .  ;e was c a l l e r  t.. .e
t n r o n e  i n  9 0 8  o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  A l - M u ^ t a f i ,  b u t  was  m u r d e r e d  
t h e  same d a y  by  t h e  p a r t i s a n s  c f  A l - M u q t a d i r .
A l - M u h t a d i  ( 8 6 9 )  was t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  a r t i s t i c  A l - W a t h i q ^  
b u t  h e  i n h e r i t e d  n e i t h e r  h i s  f a t h e r ?s  c u l t u r e  n o r  h i s  
t o l e r a t i o n .  He t o o k  t h e  p i o u s  Umayyad K h a l i f  fUmar I I  a s  
h i s  m o d e l ,  an d  t h e  c o u r t  was  s o o n  t r a n s f o r m e d .  F i r s t ,  h e  
p l a c e d  a n  i n t e r d i c t  o n  m u s i c . * S i n g i n g - g i r l s  a n d  m u s i c i a n s  
w e r e  e x p e l l e d ;  b o a s t s  i n  t h e  m e n a g e r i e  s l a u g h t e r e d ,  a n d  
h o u n d s  t u r n e d  a d r i f t ;  . . . . w i n e  a n d  gam es  . p r o s c r i b e d ;  a n d
Mk A l - M a s f u d l ,  v i i ,  3 4 7 .
X A l - I s f a h a n i ,  vii)^ *7^"' 
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i x ,  1 4 0 .  
jX  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  9 7 .
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i v ,  1 0 9 .  
5 /  A l - F a k h r l ,  4 2 7 ,
a  f r u g a l  h o u s e h o l d ” , w e r e  h i s  r e f o r m s .  ° /  I t  m a t t e r e d  l i t t l e /
Qs6
f o r  h e  w as  m u r d e r e d  o i i i s
f o u r  p r  e d e  c e s ;. o r  s . &
A I-M u r t u m i i  ( 8 7 0 ) ,  u n d e r  t h e  i m p u l s i o n  o f  h i s  b r o t h e r  
A l - M u w a f f a q ,  w as  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  K h a l i f s  o f  t h e  d e c l i n e ,  t o  
a t t e m p t  t o  s t e m  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  th e  T u r k i s h  f a c t i o n .  Tne 
r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  c o u r t  b a c k  t o  B ag h d a d  h e l p e d  i n  t h i s  to  some 
e x t e n t .  The K h a l i f  was  a  m u s i ^ a n  h i m s e l f ,  an d  he  b r o u g h t  
t h e  m u s i c i a n s  & s i n g i n g - g i r l s  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o u r t ,  now h e l d  i n  
t h e  Ma^muni p a l a c e ,  o r  a s  i t  was  now c a l l e d ,  t h e  H a s a n i ,  so 
e l o q u e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d  by  Y a q u t .  ^
— _  s
T h i s  K h a l i f  s a y s  A l - M a s * u d i ,  was  a p p a ^ i o n e d  f o r  m u s i c a l
i n s t r u m e n t s  ( ^ a l a h i ).* I b n  K h u r d a d h b i h ,  t h e  g e o g r a p h e r  a n d
w r i t e r  o n  m u s i c ,  was  f a v o u r e d  by  h i m ,  a n d  i t  i s  t o  h i s
o r a t i o n  o n  m u s i c  b e f o r e  t h i s  K h a l i f  t h a t  we owe much o f  o u r
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  m u s i c  -of t h e  A r a b s ,  a n d  to  a
s o n g s t r e s s  o f  h i s  c o u r t  f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d a n c e s  a n d
d a n c e  r h y t h m s . o f  t h e  d a y . 5̂  Among t h e  new c o m e r s  o f  t h e
v i r t u o s i  w as  Muhammad i b n  Ahmad i b n  Yahya  a l - M a k k i . S h a r i y a  to o
* ? /w a s ^ s t i i l  i n  f a v o u r  a t  c o u r t . / *  I t  was  A l -M u r t a m i d  who commande) 
t h a t  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o n g s  o f  * U r a i b  b e  m a d e . ^  One o f  h i s  
own s o n g s  i n  t h e  k h a f i f  t h a q i l  g j^ j t h m ,  s e t  to  t h e  w o r d s  o f  
A l - F a r a z d a q ,  i s  g i v e n  by  A l - I s f a h a n i . ^
A l- M u r t a d i d  ( 8 9 2 ) ,  a l t h o u g h  an  o r t h o d o x  b i g o t ,  f a v o u r e d  
m u s i c .  When he  was a  p r i n c e  h e  was  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  m a r v e l l o u s  
v o i c e . a  He h a d  rU b a i d a l i a h  i b n  r A b d a l l a h  i b n  T a h i r  a s  
h i s  "b o o n  c o m p a n i o n " ,  a n d  t h i s  l a t t e r  was  t h e  a u t h o r  o f
0 /  Muil '  O  '9  ̂ c l
Y a q u t ,  i ,  8 0 6 - 9 .
]/. A l - M a s ru d l ,  v i i i , 8 8 - 9 9 .  A l - M a s ^ u d l ,  v i i i ,  1 0 0 .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i v , 1 1 1 - 4 ,
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  1 8 6 .
A/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  1 9 6 .
a  Book  o f  W c t e s ) . ^  He. a n a t h e m a t i z e d  a l l
who e v e n  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  name Of t h e  Umayyads i n  o r d i n a r y
p u b l i c  a f f a i r s ,  y e t  h e  w o u ld  l i s t e n  f o r  h o u r s  t o  a  song; by
t h e  Umayyad * K h a l i f  A l - W a l i d  I I ,  when s u n g  by  h i s  f a v o u r i t e
m i n s t r e l  Ahmad i b n  f A b d a l l a h  i b n  A b i > l - f A l a . ^  At t h e  same
t i m e ,  h e  h a d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  & m u s i c  t h e b r i s t  A l - S a r a x h s I  p u t
to  d e a t h  f o r  a  p o l i t i c a l  o f t f e n c e . ^  A l -M u ct a d i d  h e l d
*
s p l e n d i d  c o u r t s  a t  t h e  F i r d a u s  a n d  t h e  T h u r a y y a  p a l a c e s .
T h e s e  w e r e  b u i l t  by  h i m ,  w h i l s t  he  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  
a  t h i r d , -  t h e  T a j .
A l - M u k t a f i  ( 9 0 2 )  w as  t h e  s o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g .  We know
n o t h i n g  o f  h i s  m u s i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  s a v e  t h a t  rU b a i d a l l a h  i b n
—  — ^
f A b d a l i a h  i b n  T a h i r  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e d  to  b e / t h e  "b o o n  c o m p a n i o n ^ ,
an  h o n o u r  s h a r e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  m u s i c a l  t h e o r i s t , -  Y ahya  i b n
f A l i  i b n  Y ahya  i b n  Abi  M a n s u r .  The Baghdad h o s p i t a l  a t  , t n i s
t i m e  was  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m o u s  Abu B a k r ^ a l ^ R a ^ I
toho was a l s o  a  m u s i c  t h e o r i s t .  U nde r  t h i s  K h a l i f  t h e  E m p i re
becam e m o re  s e c u r e  t h a n  i t  h a d  b e e n  f o r  many y e a r s .
A l - M u q t a d i r  ( 9 0 8 )  was  b u t  "a  weak v o l u p t u r y  i n  t h e  h a n d s
of  women o f  t n e  c o u r t  and t h e i r  f a v o u r i t e s " . ^  Baghdad was
s t i l l  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  th e  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r y ,  who h e l d  t h e
K h a l i l !  a t  t h e i r  m e r c y ,  Wi i l s t  t n e  o r t h o d o x  p a r t y  t e r r o r i z e d  
- >  M/
a l l  a n d  s u n d r y  wno d i s a g r e e d  fxom  t n e i r  o p i n i o n s */ * j  t u e  , h a l i f  
m a i n t a i n e d  s p l e n d i d  c o u r t s  a t  h i s  new p a l a c e s ,  t h e  S h a j a r a  &
t h e  M u & d i th ,  a n d  p o s s e s s e d  no f e w e r  t h a n  1 1 , 0 0 0  e u n u c n s . V
• T
S p e n d i n g  h i s  d ays  and n i g h t s  w i t h  m u s i c i a n s  and S l a v e - g i r l s ,  r
he  made no a t t e m p t  t o  c h e c k  t h e  e x c e s s e s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r y  o r  
t h e  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  he  l e f t  a  l e g a c y  o f  
a n a r c h y  t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s .  M i s k a w a i h i  s a y s  t h a t  h e  " a v o i d e d
_  __
2 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  4 4 , ' 5 4 .
'  . •  _  _  M u i r ,  5 6 6 .
4^ A l - I s f a n a n i ,  v i i i ,  8 8 .
byi A l-M as  r u d i , v i i i ,  1 7 9 .
y .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  5 4 .
W/,‘ M u i r ,  5 6 5 .
}li/€ M u i r ,  5 6 7 - 8 .
A /  A l - * F a k h r i ,  4 4 9 .
m a l e  c o m p a n i o n s  -  e v e n  m i n s t r e l s - 0^  Qn  t n e
o t h e r  h a n d ,  A l - I s f a h a n i  nam es  s e v e r a l  m i n s t r e l s  a t  h i s  c o u r t
a n d  among t h e m , -  J a h z a  a l - B a r m a k i ,  I b r a h i m  i b n  A b i ’ l - ^ b a i s ,
I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - Q a s i m  i b n  Z u r z u r ,  W a s i f  a l - Z a m i r ,  a n d  K a n l z . / ^*
S a l i f a  w as  o n e  o f  h i s  f a v o u r e d  s i n g i n g - g i r l s .
A l - Q a h i r  ( 9 5 2 ) ,  A i - R a d I  ( 9 5 4 ) ,  A l - M u t t a q I  ( 9 4 0 ) ,  a n d  
A l—M u s t a k f i  ( 9 4 4 —4 6 )  w e r e  t h e  n e x t  K h a l i f s .  L i t t l e  n e e d  be  
s a i d  o f  t h e m .  M ere  p u p p e t s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r y ,  
w o r s e  e v e n  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  t h e y  w i e l d e d  l i t t l e  o r  no 
a u t h o r i t y .  T h e i r  e l e v a t i o n  to  t h e  t h r o n e  d e p e n d e d  e n t i r e l y  
u p o n  t h e  whims o f  t h e  m e r c e n a r i e s .  T h r e e  o f  t h e s e  K h a l i f s  
w e r e  d e p o s e d  by  th e m  a n d  w e r e  b l i n d e d .  A l - R a d i ,  t h e  o n l y  o n e  
who d i e d  a s  n h a l i f ,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s p o k e n  o f  a s  ’’t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  
r e a l  K h a l i f s ” , i  e . . t h e  l a s t  to  d e l i v e r  t h e  F r i d a y  o r a t i o n s ,  
a n d  to  c o n d u c t  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  s t a t e  l i k e  t h e  K h a l i f s  o f  o l d *
He w as  a l s o  t h e  l a s t  K h a l i f  w h o se  p o e t r y  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .
Yet  i n  s p i t e  c f  t h e s e  t r i a l s  & t r i b u l a t i o n s ,  m u s i c  s t i l l  
f l o u r i s h e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t s . / /  A l - Q a h i r  made a  shew o f  
’’o r t h o d o x y ” , a n d  f o r b a d e  w i n e ,  t h e  m a l e  m u s i c i a n s ^  t h e  
s o n g s t r e s s e s ,  and  t h e  mukha n n a t h u n . T h e s e  w e r e  a l l  
a r r e s t e d  a n d  s e n t  to^  B a s r a  a n d ^ K u f a .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  A l -  
Q a h i r  i n d u l g e d  i n  m u s i c ,  a n d  h a d  a s  many s i n g i n g - g i r l s  a s  h e  
l i k e d . 9* A s a y i n g  o f  A l - R a d i ’ s  w a z i r  I b n  M u q l a ,  r e v e a l s  t h e  
t e m p e r  o f  th e  p e r i o d .  He s a y s , -  I  l i k e  t h e  man who c u l t i v a t e s j 
p o e t r y  f o r  s e l f - i n s t r u c t i o n ,  n o t  f o r  l u c r e ,  a n d  t h e  man 
who p r a c t i s e s  m u s i c  f o r  p l e a s u r e ,  n o t  f o r  g a i n ” . ( I b n  
K h a l l i k a n ) .
M i s k a w a i h i ,  i ,  1 5 .  2 /  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  2 2 .
5/S A l - F a k h r l . 4 8 4 .  M u ir ,  5 7 1 .  4 y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v , 99,  
Ox M i s k a w i i h i ,  i ,  2 6 9 .
So f a r , t h e  m u s i c a l  c u l t u r e  c f  t h e  K h a l i f a t e  c o u r t  a t  
B a g h d a d .  .Yet we c a n n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  many 
i n d e p e n d e n t  d y n a s t i e s ,  ’’w hose  c o u r t s  o f t e n  becam e f o c i  f o r  
l e a r n i n g  and  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m o re  a p t  i n  many w ays  to  d i s c o v e r  & 
s t i m u l a t e  l o c a l  t a l e n t  nan a  d i s t a n t  a n d  u n s y m p a t h e t i c
T/ _  _
m e t r o p o l i s ’1. / *  i t  was th e  S a m a n i d s  who p r o t e c t e d  t h e
s c i e n t i s t  a n d  m u s i c a l  t h e o r i s t  Munammad i b n  Z a k a r i y y a  a l - R a z i  
( t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  Rhazes*) a n d  t h e  l a t e r  I b n  S i n a  ( A v i c e n n a ) ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  m i n s t r e l  R u d a x i ,  who i s  o f t e n  c l  a im e d  a s  t h e  
f i r s t  P e r s i a n  p o e t .  I t  was  t h e  H a m d a n id s  who p a t r o n i z e d  t h e  
g r e a t  p h i l o s o p h e r  and  m u s ic  t h e o r i s t  A I - F a r a b i ,  and  i n  w hose  
d o m i n i o n s  t h e r e  l i v e d  Al—I s f a h a n !  a n d  A l - M a s f u d i ,  t h e  m u s i c a l  
h i s t o r i a n s .
More i m p o r t a n t  s t i l l  was  t h e  c u l t u r e  i n f l u e n c e  o f
A l - A n d a l u s  i n  th e  W e s t .  H e r e ,  r u l e r s  w e re  e q u a l l y  a n x i o u s  to
p a t r o n i z e  m u s i c .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n s  c f  Muhammad I  ( 8 5 2 ) ,
A i - M u n d h i r  ( 8 8 6 ) ,  a n d  cA b d a l l a h  ( 8 8 8 ) ,  we s e e  t h e  a r t s  f l c u r i s h -
- i n g .  ¥  At t h e  same t i m e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  d y n a s t i e s  h a d  s p r u n g
u p  i n  A l - A n d a l u s  a s  i n  t h e  E a s t .  T h e s e  p e t t y  c h i e f s ,  who 
*
g a v e  m e re l fe  n o m i n a l  a l l e g i a n c e  to  t h e  S u l t a n  a t  C o r d o v a ,  v i e d  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t e m p o r a l  s u p r e m a c y ,  b u t  f o r  
a r t i s t i c  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y .  M usic  s c h o o l s  w e r e  
o p e n e d  i n  r i v a l r y  w i t h  t fca t  <t i  C o r d o v a ,  a t  S e v i l l e ,  G r a n a d a ,  
a n d  T o l e d o . / *  The  a m i r  c f  C a z l o n a ,  f U b a i d a l l a h  
i b n  Umayya,  was  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  h i s  p a t r o n a g e  o f  m i n s t r e l s y  
a n d  t h e  a r t ^  I b r a h i m  i b n  H a j j a j ,  who r u l e d  S e v i l l e ,
w as  t h e  e n v y  o f  t h e  l a n d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  p o e t s  & m u s i c i a n s ?
B ro w n e ,  L i t . H i s t . c f  P e r s i a ,  i ,  5 5 9 - 4 0 .  
^  C a s i r i ,  i i ,  4 .
. c r i a n c  F u e r t e s ,
%
w h i l s t  t h e  name o f  o n e  o f  h i s  s o n g s t r e s s e s , ,  A l - Q a m a r ,  becam e  
f a m o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l - A n d a l u s .
. The  n e x t  S u l t a n  o f  C o r d o v a  f Abd a l - R a h m a n  I I I  ( 9 1 2 ) ,  p u t  
a n  en d  to t he j^pe1 1y~ k i n g d o m s ,  and  b r o u g h t  a l l  o f  them  to  
a c k n o w l e d g e  th e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  C o r d o v a .  H i s  r e i g n  i s  
c i t e d  a s  t h e  m o s t  i l l u s t r i o u s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  A l - A n d a l u s , / ^  
a nd  h e  was  t h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  r u l e r s  tc  a d o p t  t h e  t i t l e  o f  
K h a l i f .  B o t h  Dozy a n d  S t a n l e y  L a n e - P o o l e  s p e a k  h i g h l y  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and  o f  
C o r d o v a  t h e  c a p i t a l yu n d e r  h i s  r u l e .  " E x c e p t  p e r h a p s  
By z a n t i u m ,  no c i t y  i n  E u r o p e  c o u l d  c o m p are  w i t h  C o r d o v a  i n  t h e  
b e a u t y  o f  h e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  l u x u r y  a n d  r e f i n e m e n t  o f  h e r
yy
l i f e ,  and  th e  l e a r n i n g  and  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  h e r  i n h a b i t a n t s " ;  
T h i s  w e s t e r n  k h a l i f  was  p r o b a b l y  t h e  r i c h e s t  man o f  t h e  t i m e ,  
a n d  i n  9 5 1 ,  t h e  i m p e r i a l  t r e a s u r y  h e l d  t w e n t y  m i l l i o n  p i e c e s  o f  
g o l d .  The m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m u s i c i a n s  t h a t  w e re  t o  be f o u n d  
p l a y e d  a t  h i s  c o n c e r t s  i n  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  flWtfJu&c p a v i l i o n  o f  
g o l d  i n  h i s  p a l a c e  o f  A l - Z a h r a ,  t h e  s p l e n d o u r s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  
t h e  d e l i g h t  c f  Arab h i s t o r i a n s . ? *  M a r v e l l o u s  a r e  th e  a c c o u n t s  
" t h a t  h a v e  come down to  u s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  t n e  a r t  
( o f  m u s i c )  among t h e  p e o p l e  a t  l a r g e " . / ' *  The f a m o u s  c o u r t  p o e t  
was  I b n  ( Abd R a b b i h i ,  w h o se  i n t e r e s t i n g  cI q d  a l - f a r i d  (T h e  
U n iq u e  I v e c k l a c e )  h a s  b e e n  f r e e l y  d raw n  u p o n  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s .
C a s i r i ,  i i ,  5 7 .  • (̂ i i i ,  9 0 .  j
S . L a n e - P c o l e ,  M o o rs  i n  S p a i n .  1 2 9 .  D o z y ,  H i s t ,  d e s  m u s u l . J ^  
5/̂  S . L a n e - P c o l e ,  o p .  c i t . . 1 3 9 .
R cw bo tham ,  i i i ,  5 6 2 .
We new com© to  a  p e r i o d  wfren a l i e n  i n f l u e n c e s  show 
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  A r a b i a n  m u s i c .  E v e r  s i n c e  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
f A b 'b a s id s  ( 7 5 0 ) ,  P e r s i a n  i n f l u e n c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f
K h u r a s a n , t r a c e a b l e  i n  g e n e r a l  c u l t u r e .  The r i s e  o f  t h e
S a m a n i d s  f u r t h e r  E a s t ,  e x e r c i s e d  a  f u r t h e r  w e i g h t  i n  t n e  
b a l a n c e  i n  f a v o u r  o f  I r a n i a n  a r t .  From t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  
'’D e c l i n e ” ( 8 4 7 ) ,  T u r k i s h  i d e a s ^ f o u n d  a c c e p t a n c e  i n  A l - r l r a q ,  
a n d  w i t h  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e  T u l u n i d s  ( 8 6 7 )  t h e s e  w e re  
e x t e n d e d  to  E g y p t ,  More  i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  
c r e a t e d  by t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  made o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k  w r i t e r s  
o n  m u s i c .  How f a r  a l l  t h i s  c u l t u r e  f l u x  c h a n g e d  t h e  c o u r s e
s c i e n c e  a n d
p h i l o s o p h y  w e re  p r o s c r i b e d .  S c i e n t i s t s  w e r e  p u n i s h e d ,  
l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  s e i z e d ,  and  b o o k - s e i l e r s  f o r b i d d e n  t o  s e l l  
a n y t h i n g  b u t  o r t h o d o x  l i t e r a t u r e .  M usic  a l o n e  e s c a p e d  t h e  
f u r y  o f  t h e  b i g o t s ,  an d  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  K h a l i f s  h a d  e i t h e r  
t h e  c o u ra g e  o r  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  h u r l  a n a t hema a t  i t ,  a n d  
t h i s  was A l - M u £ t a d i .  The t h e o l o g i a n s ,  i t  w o u ld  a p p e a r ,  d a r e d  
n o t  i n t e r f e r e  much w i t h  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  a n d  t h e  
T u r k i s h  o f f i c e r s .  I t  w o u ld  hav e  b e e n  a l m o s t  a s  f u t i l e  a s  
a s k i n g  them  n o t  to  b r e a t h e  a s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  ' n o t  
i n d u l g e  i n  m u s i c .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  t e n d e n c y  o f  th e  a g e  i s  w e l l  
e x h e s s e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  Abu B a k r  i b n  f A b d a l l a h  i b n
■‘•A
A b i3 l - D u n y a  ( 8 2 5 - 9 4 ) ,  t h e  t u t o r  o f  A l - M u k t a f i .  I n  h i s  
Dhamm a l - t q a l a h l  ( D i s a p p r o b a t i o n  o f  M u s i c a l  I n s t r u m e n t s )
o f  A r a b i a n  m u s i c ,  we s h a l l  s e e .
__
D u r i n g  tne^wMWlw o f  t h i s  p e r i o  a ^ujuuugutMMv
m
w h i c h  i s  a  d i a t r i b e  a g a i n s t  m u s i c ,  h e  a r g u e s  i n  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l
i n d e e d ,  a v e r i t a b l e  s c h o o l  o f  p u r i t a n s  a r o s e  who p u t  f o r t h  
q u i t e  a  l i b r a r y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  a s  to  w h e t h e r
h o w e v e r ,  m o s t  o f  t h e i r  t h r e a t e n i n g s  w e n t  f o r  n a u g h t ,  f o r  
i n d e e d ,  t n e r e  was  a  f a r  m ore  i n t e r e s t i n g  d e b a t e  i n  p r o g r e s s  a s  
w i l l  now a p p e a r .
I n  t h e  d a y s  o f  H a r u n  ( ^ 7 6 - 8 0 9 )  t h e  c o u r t  m u s i c i a n s
w e r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two h o s t i l e  c a m p s ,  l e d  by I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l l
a n d  I b n  J a m i c r e s p e c t i v e l y .  On the  d e a t h  o f  t h e s e  v i r t u o s i ,
we f i n d  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  and  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i ,
l e a d i n g  r i v a l  c l i q u e s  a t  c o u r t .  B o t h  o f  t h e s e  m o v e m e n ts  h a d
t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  j e a l o u s y  a r o u s e d  by t h e  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n
h e l d  by t h e  M a u s i l i  f a m i l y  a t  c o u r t .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  c a s e  h o w e v e r ,  
✓
i t  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  an  e p i c  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  a  C l a s s i c  a n d  
R o m a n t i c  s c h o o l .  I b r a h i m ,  t h e  s e n  a n d  b r o t h e r  o f  K h a l i f s ,  
a n d  i n d e e d ,  a n  a n t i - g h a l i f  h i m s $ $ f  f o r  a  t i m e ,  was  a  s p o i l t  
c h i l d .  P e t t e d  a n d  p a m p e r e d  by a l l  he  came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h ,  
h e  became a c o n su m m ate  e g o t i s t .  A l - I s f a h a n i  s a y s , -  ” I n  s p i t e  
o f  h i s  n a t u r a l  g i f t s  a n d  e m i n e n t  m e r i t s ,  he  w o u ld  n o t  c o n f o r m  
t o  t h e  p r o p e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of .  t h e  a n c i e n t  s o n g s ,  b u t  
w o u l d  s u p p r e s s  n o t e s  a n d  a l t e r  p a s s a g e s  j u s t  a s  h e  t h o u g h t  
f i t ,  a n d  when r e p r o v e d  f o r  t h i s  w o u ld  a n s w e r , - ' I  am a  k i n g ,  
a n d  th e  s o n  o f  a  k i n g ;  I  s i n g  j u s t  a s  t h e  whim o f  my f a n c y  t a k e s  
m e 1. He w as  t h e  f i r s t  m u s i c i a n  who i n t r o d u c e s  l i c e n c e s  i n t o  
t n e  a n c i e n t  s o n g ” . The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  a t t i t u d e  
w as  t h a t  a c ro w d  o f  d i l e t t a n t i ,  e v e r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f o r
d i s s i p a t i o n  b e g i n s  w i t h  m u s i c a n d  e n d s  i n  d r u n k e n n e s s . /  Soon
l i s t e n i n g  t o  m u s i c  was  ’’l a w f u l "  o r  n e t .  On t h e  w h o l e
A h l w a r d t ,  V e r z e i c h n i s s , h o . 5 5 0 4 .  See  H a j j i  K h a l i f a ,  h o . 5 8 2 4
s e t  c u t  t o  d e f y  a l l  c l a s s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  . The s t r u g g l e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  C l a s s i c i s t s  a n d  R o m a n t i c i s t s  was  w aged  w i t h  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  v i g o u r  o n  b o t h  s i d e s ,  a n d  w h i l s t  I s h a q  l i v e d  
t h e  v i c t o r y  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  h i m ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
c f  t h e  new s c h o o l  g a i n e d  t n e  d a y .  T h e r e  c a n  be l i t t l e  d o u b t  
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  new a r t  t e n d e n c i e s  s u i t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d r i f t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .
I t  i s  n o t  e a s y  to  d i s c e r n  f u l l y  w na t  t n e  p r i n c i p l e s  c f  
t h e  RomanticlUttNI s c h o o l  w e r e ,  a s  a l - i s f a h a n i  o n l y  m ak es  
g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s .  T h a t  i t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  r h y t h m i c  
m o d es  ( i q a f a t ) .  i g n o r e d  t h e  c o u r s e s  ( m a . j a r i  ) .  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  
t h e  P e r s i a n  s c a l e ,  i s  q u i t e  e v i d e n t .  I s ^ a q  a l - M a u s i i i ,  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a n c i e n t  t r a d i t i o n s ,  r m h a d  c a r e f u l l y  c l a s s i f i e d  
t h e  r h y t h m i c  m o d e s ,  b a t  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  d i s p u t e d  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s  
o f  t h i s ,  an iUMJUUjiajumxaaaa seme i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .  A l - I s f a h a n i  h i m s e l f  d e v o t e d  
a  t r e a t i s e  to  U i i s  q u e s t i o n ,  u n i o n  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
p r e s e r v e d . y
More  s e r i o u s  s t i l l  was  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t n e  o l d
{jCsU-L'-C’tls )
fmodes"[me l o d i c | . T h i s  w a s ^ d u e  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
K h u r a s a n i  s c a l e  o f  two l im m a s  a n d  a  comma a s  e x h i b i t e d  i n  
t h e  t u n b u r  a l - k h u r a s a n i ,  T h i s  s c a l e  made i t s  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  we a c t u a l l y  know t h e  nam es  o f  
two o f  t h e  v i r t u o s i  who w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n n o v a t i o n .  
I b h  R a b b i h i  s a y s , -  ,fM u k h a r i q  ( d . 8 4 5 )  a n d  c A l l a w a y a
R a M q a .
IILC The v e r y  nam es  o f  t h e  r h y t h m i c  m odes  h a d  b e e n  a l t e r e d ,  a s  
'  we know f r o m  cAmr i b n  B a n ? ,  o n e  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f
P r i n c e  I b r a h i m .  He s p e a k s  o f  t h e  r a m a l  awwal a n d  r a m a l  
t h a n !  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  r a m a l  ( o r  r a m a l  t h a q l l ) a n d  r a m a l  
k h a f l f .
a l t e r e d  t n e  ( m u s i c ) ,  a l „  c f  i t ,  a r / i  La-1 i n t r o d u c e d
P e r s i a n  n o t e s  ( n a g a m a t ) i n t o  i t .  And when tine H i j a z i a n  came to  
them w i t h  t h e  t n a q i i  awwal  he  s a i d , -  'Y c u r  s i n g i n g  r e q u i r e s
,f0 f  t h e  two s c h o o l s 11 s a y s  A l - I s f a n a n i ,  11 t h a t  o f  I s h a q  
( a l - M a u s i l i )  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  a  c r i m e  t h a t  th e  o l d  m u s i c  s h o u l d  
"be r e n d e r e d  i n  a n y  way t h a n  . a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y
a n d  h i s  f c l - * . c w e r s ,  s u c h  a s  M u k h a r i q ,  S h a r i y a ,  R a i q ,  & e t h e r s ,  
s u b j e c t e d  t h e  o l d  m u s i c  to  t n e i r  c a p r i c e s ” . Our a u t n c r  was 
a n x i o u s  to  p i l u c r y  t h e  R o m a n t i c i s t s  f o r  a l l  t i m e ,  a n d  he  nam es  
t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  A r a b i a n  m u s i c  
a s  f o l l o w s .  ’’Among t h e  f o r e m o s t  o f  t h o s e  who c o r r u p t e d  ( t n e  
o l d  m u s i c )  w a r e , -  t n e  f a m i l y  o f  Hamdun i b n  I s m a f i i  a i d  h i s  t e ac h ©  
M u k n a r i q ,  t h e  p u p i l s  o f  Z a r y a t  ( ?  Z a r y a b )  a  s o n g s t r e s s  o f  
A i - W a t h i q ,  a n d  t h e  f e m a l e  s l a v e s  o f  S h a r i y a  an d  R a i q ” . He 
t h e n  g i v e s  t h e  names  c f  t h e  C l a s s i c i s t s  who f o l l o w e d  I s h a q  a l -  
M a u s i i i ,  a n d  t h e y  w e r e ,  f U r a i b  a n d  n e r  c i r c l e  c f  s i n g i n g - g i r l s ,  
A l - Q a s i m  i b n  Z u r z u r ,  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  B a d h l  t h e  s o n g s t r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  
m u s i c i a n s  o f  th e  B a r m a k i d  f a m i l y . ^
J a n ^ a  a l - B a r m a k i m  c d i e d  i n  9 5 b ,  s a i d  t n a t  i n  h i s  day  
sc g r e a t  h a d  b e e n  t h e  t a m p e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  o l d  m u s i c  t n a t  ’i t  was
i m p o s s i b l e  to  h e a r  on e  o f  th e  s o n g s  e x e c u t e d  a s  th e y  h a d
b e e n  c o m p o s e d ” . At t h e  sam© t i m e ,  A l - I s f  a n a n i ,  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  
t n e  m i d - i o t n  c e n t u r y ,  w o u ld  h a v e  u s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  c f  
t h i s ,  t h e  o i d  t h e o r y  ( a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  t n e  s c a l e )  was s t i l l  Li 
v o g u e .  He s a y s , -  ”A l i  t h a t  we h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  o f  t n e  g e n r e s  
( a j n a s )  c f  tn e  s o n g s ,  tittfcjUUUA f o l l o w s  t n e  t n e o r y  o f  I s n a q  a l -
y .  I b n  f Abd R a b b i  h i , i i i ^
Xy
b l e e d i n g ’ ( . i , e . i t  was t e c  f u l l  c f  n o t e s ) ” r *
n a n d e d  down,  i h e  e t h e r  s c h o o l ,  l e d  bY I b r a n i m  i b n  a l - M a n d i
W/, A l - I s f a h a n i ,  I x ,  5 5 .
A l - W a t h i q  e m p l o y e d  f e m a l e  s i n g e r s  f r o m  K h u r a s a n  ' 
c a l l e d  f a h l i d h i .y .y a t . They r e c e i v e d  t h i s  name a f t e r  t h e  
f a m o u s  P e r s i a n  m i n s t r e l  c f  o l d  c a b l e d  F a n l i d h  ( B a r b u d ) .
M a u s i l i ,    s e e i n g  t n a t  h i s  m e t h o d  i s  t n a t  dfcoh i s  a c c e p t e d ’
t o d a y ,  and  n e t  t n a t  o f  t h e s e  wno o p p o s e d  n im  i i - r e  I b r a n i m  i b n  
a l - M a h d i ,  M u k h a r i q ,  f A l± a w a y a ,  r Amr i b n  B a n a ,  Muhammad i b n  a l -  
H a r i t h  i b n  B u s n k a n n a r ,  a n d  t h o s e  wno a g r e e  w i t n  t n e m ,  ................
f o r  w na t  t h e y  s a y  i s  now r e j e c t e d  and  l e f t  b e h i n d ,  a n d  p e o p l e  c
-  Wyo n l y  r e c o g n i z e  w ha t  I s h a q  t a u g h t ” . / '
A t  t n e  s a m e  t i m e ,  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  n e w  i d e a s  d i d  n o t
f l a g ,  s i n c e  we n a v e  f A l i  i b n  H a r u n  i b n  f A l i  i n n  Yahya  i b n
Abi M an s u r  ( d . 9 6 3 ) ,  a  n ephew  o f  Yahya i b n  cAlI i b n  Yahya  i b n
Abi M a n s u r  ( a  g r e a t  p r o t a g o n i s t  o f  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  I s h a q )
w r i t i n g  a  book  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t  e n t i t l e d , -  Ki t a b  r i s a x a  f l ’ i -
f a r q  b a i n  I b r a n i m  ib-i:, a l - M a h d i i wa I s haq. g X - M a n s i l !  JfTJ l - g h i n a *
* •
( T r e a t i s e  on  t h e  D i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d l  an d  
I s h a q  a - » - M a u s i l i  i n  t tfaMaMtig* M u s i c ) . / ' *
I f  t n e  R o m a n t i c  m o vem en t  was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  
much  o f  t h e  o l d  m u s i c  o f  A r a b i a ,  i t  can  c x a im  t c  i t s  c r e d i t  
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  some new (,m o d e s ” f r o m  P e r s i a ,  w h i c h  w e r e  
to  a d d  a d d i t i o n a l  c o l o u r  to  t n e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  A r a b ,  t n e  „
t "msO-oica _
i n f l u e n c e  o f  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  to t h i s  v e r y  d a y .  These^/ncw came 
t c  be  i n v e s t e d  w i t h  s p e c i a l  n a m e s ,  a n d  t w e l v e  a r e  known to  
I b n  S i n a  ( 9 8 0 - 1 0 3 7 ) ,  w ho ,  s u b m i s s i v e  to  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  
e t h o s ,  a p p o r t i o n s  e a c h  mode to a  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  o f  t h e  d a y .
He s a y s , -  ” 1 1  b e h o v e s  t h a t  h e  ( t h e  m n s i c i a r  ) s h o u l d  t u n e
t n e  t i m e  o f  t n e  f a l s e  d a w n  ( s u b h  a l - k a d h i b )  w i t n  Ran a w i ,  a n d
t n e  t i m e  c f  t n e  t r u e  d a w n  ( s u b h  a l - s a d i q ) w i t n  H u s a i n ,  a n dmm. m m ^  - •
t n e  r i s i n g  o f  t  n e  s u n  w i t h  H a s t . a n d  a t  t n e  t i m e  o f  t h e
f o r e n o o n  ( d u h a  j w i t n  B u s a l i k ,  a n d  t n e  t i m e  o f  t h e  m i d - d a , y
Wy. A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i ,  2 .
I/. A l - F i h r i s t ,  i ,  1 4 4 .
2 /  Q u o te d  i n  t n e  Muhammad i b n  M urad  MS. B r i t . M u s .  O r . 2 5 6 1 , f o i . 2
I
( n i s f  a l —n a h a r ) w i t n  Z a n k u l a ,  mid. tne  tim© c f  n e o n  ( z u n r )• 'V"' —*
w i t n  f U s h a q . and  b e tw een*  t h e  p r a y e r s  w i t n H i j a z ,  and  tn© C l  
t i m e  c f  tn e  a f  t e r n o o n  ( f a s r ) w i t n  f I r a g .  and  t n e  tim© o f  
s u n s e t  ( griur u t ? ) w i t h  I s f a h a n . and t n e  tim© c f  n i g h t f a l l  
(magnr i b )  w i t n  h a w a .  a n a  a f t e r  t n e  e v e n i n g  p r a y e r  ( ^ a s n a ' * ) 
w i t n  B u z u r k . a n d  t n e  t im© c f  s l e e p  w i t h  M u / n a l i f  (” Z l r a f : < a n d )  
Yet t n e  P e r s i a n  s y s t e m ,  a s  e x h i b i t e d  i n  t h e  s c a l e  c f  t n e  
t u n b u r  a l - k h u r a s a n i , d i d  n o t  s u p e r c e d e  tn e  o l d e r  A r a b i a n  
a n d  P y t n a g o r e a n  s y s t e m ^  b u t  f o u n d  a c c e p t a n c e  s i d e  by s i d e  
w i t n  t h e m ,  e x p e c i a l i y  to t n e  e a s t  o f  t h e  T i g r i s  a n d  
E u p n r a t e s .  What h e l p e d  t o  c o u r i e r e d  t n e  P e r s i a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  
c r  r a i n e r  t h e  K h u r a s a n i  i n f l u e n c e ,  was t rm ttiitnrn i \ in m i  ■ 
a s c e n d e n c y  o f  t n e  G r e e k  S c h o l i a s t s ,  tfe n a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  
t h a t  the  s c h o l a r s  c f  t n e  B a i t  a l - h i x m a ,  A l- K i n d i , a n d  t h e  
Banu M n sa ,  n a d  b e e n  b u s y  w i t h  t h e  t r e a t i s e s  c f  t n e  G r e e k s  
o n  m u s i c ,  w n ic h  h a d  b©on t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  A r a b i c .  Among t n e  
G r e e k  m u s i c a l  t n e c r i s t s  t r a n s l a t e d  w e r e ,  A r i s t o x e n o s ,
E u k l i d ,  P t o l e m y ,  a n d  b i k c m a c n o s .  A r i s t c x e n c s  was  known i n
-  -  -  -  -  #  
A r a b i d b y  t«o b o o k s ,  tn© K i t a b  a l - r i m u s  ( o r  r l t  kuu
( ? H a r m o n i c s ) n  a n d  t h e  K i t a b  a l —i q a c ( R n y t h m ) .  I n  a d d i  t i o n
to  h i s  P r o b l e m s .  E u k l i d  was  s t u d i e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  Ki t a b a l -
nagnam o r  Ki t a b  a l -  JX]r m u n l g i  ( H a rm o r l ic s  j ana  n i s  i  l a b  a l -
q a n u n ( C a n o n ) ,  w h i l s t  W ikcm achcs  was r e p r e s e n t e d  by h i s
Ki t a v a l - m u s i q l  a l - k a b i . r  ( G r a n d  Bock on  M u s i c ) , '  and  t n e
K i t a b  a l - n a g h am ( H a r m o n i c s ) . P t o l e m y  was a l s c  known by
n i s  Harmo n i c s ,  a n d  P y t h a g o r a s  n a d  a  work  c l a i m e d  f o r  him
en t i  t l e d  Tawa l i f  f i J 1- a r i  i n m a t i q i  wa *1 -mu s i  q i  ( I n  t i m a c i e s
i n  A r i t n m a t i c  and  M u s i c ) . ' “
Wnen t h e s e  w o r k s  made t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a  new w o r l d  was
o p e n e d  t c  t n e  A r a b s .  M u s ic  t h e n  became o n e  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  o f
s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  a n d  p a r t  o f  tne q u a d r i v l u m« a s  we s e e  i n  s u e
A; P l u g  e l  ( A l - F i n r i s t . i i , 1 ^ 5 )  an d  S u t e r  ( P e r  M a t n . V e r z .  i.rn 
F i n r i s t ,  25)  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  s n o u l d  be  r i t h m u s .  * I t  i s  
q u i t e  l i k e l y  n c w e v e r ,  t n a t  t h e  w o rd  i s  a c o p y i s t s  e r r o r
M - F i n r i s t ,  2 6 9 - 7 0 .  C a s i r i ,  i ,  54b0-2.  w e n r i c h ,  68
w r i t e r s  a s  A l - S a r a k h s i , T h a b i i r  i b n  Q u r r a ,  Q u s t a  i b n  n u q a ,  
a n d  A I - F a r a b i .  W hat  t h e  A r a b s  b o r r o w e d  f r o m  t h e  G r e e k s  
a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  may b© t r a c e d  i n  t e c h n i c a i  n o m e n c l a t u r e .  
The  A r a b i c  w ord  g h i n a 7 had  s t o o d  f o r  " m u s i c " a s  w e lx  a s  
" s o n g " .  Now, g h l n a 7 was a p p l i e d  to  t n e  p r a c t i c a l  a r t  o f  
m u s i c  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w h i l s t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a r t  was t e r m e d  
m u s l q i  ( ^toucrt/c^ ; a I n  a  s i m i l a r  way t h e  m u s i c i a n ,  
h i t h e r t o  t h e  m u g h an n i . becam e o c c a s i o n a l l y  t e r m e d  t h e  
j ^ u s l q a r ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  m u s i c ,  t h e  a i a t ,  came 
t c  b e  c a b l e d  t h e  m u s l q a t . The  nam es  o f  m u s i c a l -  
i n s t r u m e n t s  a l s o  b ecam e  s l i g h t l y  a f f e c t e d ,  when t h e  
f l a t - c h e s t e d  g u i t a r  c a l l e d  t h e  m u r a b b a c w as  c a l l e d  t h e  
q i  t h a r  a  o r  q i  t a r  a  ) , a n d  t in  fU j&J o r  p s  a 1 t e r  v
t h e  q a  KoL$oii) } “ Much o f  t h i s  n o m e n c l a t u r e  so o n
p a s s e d  a w ay .
What w a s  m o re  p e r m a n e n t  was  t h e  n e w ly  a d o p t e d ^
i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a r t .  The  i n t e r v a l ,  o r i g i n a l l y
c a l l e d  natflr a .  was  now t h e  b u r d .  a n d  e a c h  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r v a l
was  g i v e n  a  nam e.  Tne q u a r t e r - t o n e  was t h e  I r k h a *  , t h e
s e m i t o n e s  w e r e  t h e  fraqi y y a  (At cl ) a n d  i n f  i  s a l  ( o.rcoTo/i'n )
— /
and  t h e  w h o le * - to n e  t h e  t a n  i n ( T o ^ o 5 The a n c i e n t
t  (> r\
G r e e k  n o t i o n s  o f  g e n r e s  ( y e V ^  ) a n d  s p e c i e s  { € iotj ) w e r e  
a d o p t e d  a s  t h e  a . j n a s  a n d  anwa c , and  b ecam e  i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r s  i n  l a t e r  t h e o r y .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
t h e o r i s t s  l i k e  Yahya  i b n  f A i i  i b n  Y ai iya ,  o f f e r e d  a  
s t u b b o r n  r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  G r e e k  t h e o r i e s .
Y ahya  i b n  cA l i  i b n  Y a h y a ,  B i i t . Mus.MS .  O r , 2 3 6 1 , f o l ? J ^ / v\
The d o c t r i n e  o f  tn e  eTbhos was  g i v e n  a  f r e s n  l e a s e  
o f  l i f e  by t h e  c o n t a c t  m t h  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a n c i e n t  
G r e e c e .  The t h e o r y  <f n u m b e r s ,  t n e  h a rm o n y  o f  t h e  S p h e r e s ^  
a n d  s i m i l a r  t n e o r i e s  w e r e  s e r i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d .  The 
Idnw an  a l - s a f a  ( 1 0 t h  c e n t u r y )  a n d  A l - M a s * u d i  b o t n  d e v o t e c t  
c o n s i d e r a b l e - a t t e n t i c n  to  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  " I t  i s  c l e a r 11 s a y  
t h e  f o r m e r ,  11 t h a t  to  t h e  m o v e m e n ts  o f  the  s p h e r e s  a n d  
s t a r s  a r e  n o t e s  ( n a g n a m a t ) and  m e l o d i e s  ( a l h a n j  " . 9 ^  T h e s e  
p e o p i e  fc u n d ^ t n e  '’f i r s t  c a u s e 1’ f o r  a i d  m u s i c  i n  t h e  w o r l d  
o f  " g e n e r a t i o n  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n " . They t a u g h t  t h a t  " t h e  
t e m p e r a m e n t s  c-f t h e  b o d y  a r e  o f  many v a r i e t i e s , . . . .  . a n d  to  
e v e r y  t e m p e r a m e n t  & n a t u r e  t h e r e  i s  a  n o t e  r e s e m b l i n g  i t  
a n d  a  m e l o d y  b e f i t t i n g  i t " . 9^ F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  m u s i c  was  
e m p l o y e d  i n  m e  h o s p i t a l s ,  " b e c a u s e  i t  l i g h t e n s  p a i n  i n  
s i c k n e s s  a n d  d i s e a s e ,  c o u n t e r a c t i n g  t h e i r  m a l i g n a n c y  a n d  
n e a i i n g  m u c h " . ^  E v e r y  n o t e  h a d  i t s  e t h i c a l  v a l u e ,  a n d  
sc  h a d  e a c h  g e n r e  ( . j i n s ) . mode ( l a h n ) .  t o n e  ( t a m d i d ) .  a n d
Q *
r h y t h m  ( i q a c >. / '
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m p l e  l a i d  down i n  t n e  Umayyad p e r i o . d  
a n d  t n e  G o ld e n  A ge ,  by Y u n i s  a l - K a t i b ,  Yahya a l - M a k k i ,
I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  a n d  o t h e r s ,  b o t h  Nttfe v i r t u o s i  a n a  MM 
d i l e t t a n t i  becam e q u i t e  d i l i g e n t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  m u s i c  a n d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  m u s i c i a n s .  A l - M a s f u d i  s a y s  
t h a t  he  f o u n d  an  a b u n d a n t  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  ’w i t h  m u s i c  
( s a a a c j  « i t s  d i v i s i o n s  ( a p s a m ) an d  k i n d s  ( anwa.r ) ju  t n e  
o r i g i n  o f  t n e  s o n g  ( g h i n a 1 ) .  a n d  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  among
Ik h w a n  a l - S a f a ,  1 0 1 .
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y  A l - d h w a r i z m i ,  2 4 3 - 4 .
t h e  A r a b s  arid, o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  a n a  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  t n e  l e a r n e d ,  
among t n e  c e l e b r a t e d  m u s i c i a n s  tUbUUhLUUlAtflM b c t n  a n c i e n t  
and  m o d e r n ” vf . A l - I s f a h a n i  c o m p i l e d  n i s  f a m o u s  l t a b  a l —
l M e a s t 's: *
a g h a n l ,  w h ic h  i s j^a  h i s t o r y  o f  A r a b i a n  m u s i c  f r o m  t n e  
D ays  o f  i d o l a t r y  tc  t h e  1 0 t n  c e n t u r y .  Muhammad i b n  I s h a q  
a l - N a d i m  w r o t e  h i s  m o n u m e n ta l  wdiv c a l l e d  t h e  F i n n ,, l , 
w h i c h  g i v e s  u s  s u c h  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  w r i t e r s  
a n d  ^boo:cs on  m u s i c .  B i c g n a p n e r s  o f  m u s i c i a n s  a b o u n d , -  
Q u r a i s  a l - J a r r a h i ,  J a h z a  a l - B a r m a k i ,  Abu H a s h i s h a ,
•  t  •
A l - H a s a n  a l - N a s i b i ,  A l - M a d i n i ,  and  many o t h e r s .
I n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c  was  g r e a t l y  d e v e i c  h / e d  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  The  t u n b u r  ( p a n d c r e )  became a  s p e c i a l  
f a v o u r i t e  w i t h  t n e  v i r t u c s i T c o n t e s t i n g  tne  s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e  
f u d  ( l u t e )  a s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  p a r  e x c e i u e n c e  f o r  t n e
wa c c o m p a n i m e n t . '  The p e c u l i a r  t i m b r e  o f  t n e  t u n b u r , d u e
tc t h e  d r u n r - l i i c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i t s  s o u n d - c h e s t ,  was
e v i d e n t l y  m o re  to  t h e  t a s t e  o f  d i l e t t a n t i  who h a d  so
s i g n i f i c a n t  a n  i n f l u e n c e  i n  m u s i c a l  m a t t e r s .  The l o u d
t o n e  o f  th e  i n s t r u m e n t  made i t  m ore  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  s o l o
work  a n d  m o re  s o ,  a s  a© a c c o m p a n i m e n t  t c  t h e  d a n c e .  Two
k i n d s  o f  p a n d o r e  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  by A l - F a r a b i ,  t n e  o l d
%
t u n b u r  a l - f l l z a n l , now c a l l e d  t h e  t u n ^ i j f  a l - b a g h d a d l ,  
w h i c h  g a v e  t n e  o l d  Pagan  s c a l e ,  a n d  t n e  t u n b u r  a l -  
k h u r a s a n i ,  w h i c h  g a v e  t h e  P e r s i a n  s c a l e  o f  two l l m mas  a n d  
a  comma. T h i s  l a t t e r ,  i n  Ax- F a r a b i / # . ,  d a y ,  was m a i n l y  
c o n f i n e d  to  K h u r a s a n ,  and  to c o u n t r i e s  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  
o f  i t . ^
y m A l - M a s f u d i ,  omi  f y / 0 3  . ^ y ^ '
3/  K o s e g a r  t e n ,  i U ^ C a n  t . , ^
^ 114,3 ( l u t e )  was  a t i l l  t n e  me s t  i m p c r t a r  t i n s t r u m e n t
a n d  i t  was  s t i l l  s t r u n g  w i t h  f o u i / s i r  i n g s  i n  the  e a s t ,  
a l t h o u g h  i n  A l—A n d a i u s ,  i t  p o s s e s s e d  f i v e .  An a r c n - x u t e  
o a l l e a  t h e  s h a h r u d  was i n v e n t e d  i n  t h e  y e a r  912 "by a  
c e r t a i n  Hakim i b r  Ahwas a l - S u g h d i . f * l  t  h a d  a  c o m p a s s  c f  
t h r e e  o c t a v e s . . H a r p s  a n d  p s a l t e r i e s  l i k e  t h e  s a n g , Tnc^j-o^ct,
j a n k . wan r a j  1 a n d  s a l  b ag {^Ga./jfiv/c'r} ) w e r e  i n  g e n e r a l
l)A _
u s e . /  d h e  r a b a b  o r  r e b e c  p o s s e s s e d  twt o r  t h r e e  s t r i n g s ,  
a n d  a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  was i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  demand i n  K h u r a s a n . E /
The s h a u s h a l  ( ?  s h a u s h a k ) was a n o t h e r  k i n d  o f  v i o l  w h i c h
h a d  a  l a r g e  s o u n a - c n e s t . A  I t  i s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t n a t
we r e a d  o f  t h e  bow f o r  t  he f i r s t  t i m e .
Among t h e  w in d  i n s t r u m e n t s  we f i n d  t n e  P e r s i a n
i n f l u e n c e  r a t h e r  m a r k e d .  The e l d  v e r t i c a l  f l u t e  c a l l e d
t h e  q a s b a o r  q a s s a b a , was  now known a s  t h e  n a y ,  a P e r s i a n  
•  •  «
n am e.  We a l s o  r e a d ,  c f  s m a l l e r  f l u t e s  c a i i e a  t h e  s h a b b a b a .  
t h e  s u r y a n i , a n a  t n e  y a r n r % a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u f f a r a sw h i c h  
was  a  f l a g e o l e t . y* The  P e r s i a n  r e e d - p i p e  .*nowr a s  t h e  
s u r r a  o r  s u r  n a y , w h ic h  was  a  s m a l l e r  i n s t r u m e n t  t h a n  
t h e  A r a b i a n  m iz m a r  w  o r  z a m r ,  had  become a  g r e a t  
f a v o u r i t e ,  we r e a d  f o r  t n e  f i r s t  t i m e  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  r e e d -  
- p i p e  t h e  m iz m a r  a l - m u t i  c r  d h y a r i m t f  9^  We h a v e
e v i a e n c e  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n  ( a r g h a n u n )  b o t h  t h e  p n e u m a t i c  a n d  
h y d r a u l i c ,  was  known a t  t n i s  p e r i o d  tc  the  A r a b s . /*
I n  M i l i t a r y  m u s i c  BWtturt 
we f i n d  t h e  bug ( h o r n )  a n d  t h e  n a f i r  ( t r u m p e t ) ,  i n  
company  w i t h  a r u m s  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s ,  s u c h  a s  t n e  *4
h ' c s e g a r t e n ,  l i b ^ 6a n t .  , 7 6 .  A l - M a q q a r i ,  / / 9 *
C/C I b i d . .  4 5 .  ^  C f .  A l - r h w a r i z m i ,  2 - 3 ? .
J)/ K o s e g a r t e n ,  7V, 1 1 0 .  A l - K h w a r i z m i , 2d6. Ikhw an  a l - S a f  a ,  X t 9Z  . 
y % A i-Khwai’i z m i ,  2 3 7. */. Ikhw an  a l - S a f a , ^ ^  & u r h a ; - i  O a t i f #
G/Z K l e e g a r t e n ,  9 5 .  A l—K h w a r i z m i ,2 3 ?  . Ikhw an  a l - ^ a f  a , 9 2 .,
y  K o s e g a r t e n ,  1 0 5 .  A l - M a s f u d l ,  v i i i , ^ ? / .
y .  K i t a b  a l - A g h a ; I .  ix. <?d . S e e  my B y za r  t n  e Musi :
I n s t r umeu^ts i  11 tnje I X t h  j ^ en jA i ry .
k u s  ('icet t i e  - rum^l - n r g e J , l a  p i  a l  -m a r  :<ab ( o r d i n a r y  e l  , e i ru ^ j
" b e t t e r  known a s  t h e  nag  ga r  a ,  t n e  d a b d ab« and  t n e  d u h u i .
B e s i d e s  t h e s e  t n e r e  w e r e  0 t h e r  d ru m s  s u c h  a s  t n e  k u b a ,  &
^ ta b l  t a w i l ,  a n d  t n e  t a m b o u r i n e s  c a l l e d  t h e  d u f f . g n l r b a l ,
and  niazh a r .  ^
The p e r i o d  o f  the  F i r s t  D e c l i n e ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  d e c a d e n c e ,  t h e  i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r i f e ,  a n d  t n e
i n f i r m i t y  c f  t h e  c c u r t  o f  B a g h d a d ,  was 7 a s  g l c r  1 c u s  an
e r a  f o r  m u s i c ,  a s  t n e  G o ld e n  Age. I t  i s  s a i d  o f  A l -
M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 ? )  who o p e n e d  t h i s  e p o c h ,  t h a t  m u s i c  a n d  t h e
m
d a n c e  r e a c h e d  a  h i g h e r  d e g r e e  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  t h a n  b e f o r e . ^  
The e l o q u e n t  c r a t i o n [ o n  m u s r c f o f  I b n  / h u r d a d h b i h ) b e f o r e  
t n e  t h r o n e  o f  A l - M u r t a m i d  ( 8 7 0 )  r e v e a l s  th e  t e m p e r  o f  t h e  
a g e .  ’’M u s ic  ( g h i n a 1 ) ” he  s a y s ,  ’’s h a r p e n s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t ,  
s o f t e n s  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  a g i t a t e s  t h e  s o u l .  I t  g i v e s  
c h e e r  a n d  c o u r a g e  to  t n e  h e a r t ,  a n d  h i g h - m i n d e d n e s s  tc t h e  
d e b a s e d .  W i t h  w i n e  ( n a b i dh )  i t  c r e a t e s  f r e s h n e s s  a n d  
v i v a c i t y  a g a i n s t  t n e  g r i e f  an d  c a r e  w h i c h  a f f l i c t  t h e  
b o d y .  I t  i s  to be  p r e f e r r e d  tc s p e e c h ,  a s  h e a l t h  w o u ld  
b e  t c  s i c / n e s s .  . . . . . M a y  t h e  p e a c e  o f  A l l a h  f a l i  on  t h e  
s a g e  wno d i s c o v e r e d  t n i s  a r t ,  on  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  who 
i m p r o v e d  i t .  What  a m y s t e r y  he  u n v e i l e d !  What  a  s e c r e t  
he r e v e a l e d !  ” .5 ^  n ^  iSl&f-
S i m i i a r i y  i n  A l - A n d a i u s ^ / w e  f i n d  th e  c c u r t  p o e t  I b n  
r Abd R a b b i h i  s i n g i n g  t h e  p r a i s e s  c f  m u s i c .  He c a l i s  i t  
f<t n e  ' f o r a g i n g  g ro u n d *  of  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  p a s t u r a g e  o f  t n e  
s c u i i ,  t n e  s p r i n g  g r a s s  o f  t h e  h e a r t ,  t h e  a r e n a  o f  l o v e ,  
t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  d e j e c t e d ,  t h e  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  o f  
t n e  l o n e l y , ' a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of* t h e  t r a v e l l e r * . 77.  * • ,
y  I / n w a n  a j - d a f a ,  X- •
£/, A i - M a s r u d i , v i i i ,  8 8 .
. . . A n d  c f  t e n  t i m e s  man o n l y  a p p r e c i a t e s  tn e  " b l e s s i n g  c f  t n i s  
w o r l  i a n d  t n e  n e x t  t h r o u g h  b e a u t i f u l  m u s i c  MMnou*  ( a l  na n ) .  
f c r  i t  i n d u c e s  tc  g e n e r o s i t y  o f , c h a r a c t e r  i n  t n e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
c f  k i n d n e s s ^ a n d  c f  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  t i e s  c f  k i n s n i p ,  a n a  t n e  
d e f e n d i n g  c f  o n e ' s  n c n c u r ,  and  t h e  o v e r c o m i n g  o f  f a u l t s ^ .  
O f t e n t i m e s  man w i l l  weep e v e r  h i s  s i n s  t h r o u g h  ( t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
c f )  m u s i c ,  and  t n e  h e a r t  w i l l  be  s o f t e n e d  f rc rn  i t s  
s t u b b o r n n e s s ,  and man may im age  tn e  Kingdom o f  H e a v e n ,  a n d  
p e r c e i v e  i t s  j o y s ,  t n r c u g h  t n e  medium c f  b e a u t i f u l  m u s i c " . ^
( 3 )
Th® v i r t u o s i  s t i l l  t h r o n g e d  t h e  c o u r t s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e
nc  o u t s t a n d i n g  f i g u r e s  a s  o f  o l d .  Among t n e  p e r f c r m e r s /
w n e t n e r  v o c a l  o r  i n s t r u m e n t a l ,  t n a r e  w e r e  no nam es  t h a t
c o u l d  b e  l a c e d  s i d e  b y  s i d e  w i t n  a  M a f b a d ,  I b n  f A l i s h a ,
I b n  S u r a i j ,  c r  M a l i k  o f  t n e  Dmayyad d a y s ,  n o r  w i t n  a n
I b r a h i m  a l - M a u s i l i ,  I s n a ^  a l - M a u s i l i ,  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m ,  o r
I b n  J a m i f o f  t n e  G o ld e n  Age . F r e s h  c o n d i t i o n s  o b t a i n e d ,
tu
and s o m e t h i n g  m e r e  t n a h ^ t a l e n t s  c f  a  v i r t u o s o  w e r e  
- iem anded .  To ma^e n eaaw ay  a t  c o u r t  a n d  e l s e w h e r e ,  a  m i n s t r e l  
n a d  tc p o s s e s s  c t n e r  t n a n  ( m u s i c a l  l e x e c u t i v e /  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ^  
and  i t  w i l l  be  no t i c e d  (T n a t)  among tn e  v i r t u o s i  wnc w i l l  
now be  men t i e r e d , ^ t n e r e  w e r e  a  g c o d l y  few wnc r o s e  to 
c e l e b r i t y  b e c a u s e  o f  t n e i r  a b i l i t i e s  a s  p o e t s ,  a u t h o r s ,  
s t o r y - t e l l e r s ,  c n e s s  p l a y e r s ,  a n d  a s  a g r e e a b l e  "boon  
cc mpar: i o n s " .
^4 I b n  f Abd f l a b b i h i ,  i i i ,  1 7 6 .
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cAmr i b n  Bana  ( d . 8 9 1 )  w hose  f u l l  name was  r Amr i b n  Muhammad 
i b n  S u l a i m a n  i b n  R a s h i d ,  w as  a  f r e e m a n  o f  Y u su f  i b n  f Umar a l -
a,
T h a q A f i .  H i s  f a t h e r  was  h e a d  o f  one  o f  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c e s  
a n d  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c r i b e ,  w h i l s t  h i s  m o t h e r ,  f r o m  whom he  g o t  
h i s  name Ban?*, w as  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  R a u h ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  
S a l a m a  a l - w a s i f .  f Amn was a  p u p . i l  o f  i s n a q  a l - M a u s i l i  a n d  
P r i n c e  I b r a h i m ,  an d  h e  made h i s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e  a t  t h e  
c c u r t  o f  Al-Ma*mun ( 8 1 3 - 5 1 ) .  He V a s  q u i t e  p r o m i n e n t  i n  the 
d a y s  o f  A l -M u t t a s i m  ( 8 3 5 ) ,  an d  o n  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  A l— 
M u t a w a x k a l  (84-7) he  becsme t h e  K h a l i f ' s  ’’b o o n  c o m p a n i o n ” .
W i t h  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  he  was a g r e a t  f a v o u r i t e ,  a n d  h e  was o n e  
o f  h i s  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  RomanticlMWL m o v e m e n t .  
We a r e  t o l d  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h e  was ”a n  e x c e l l e n t  
s i n g e r  a n d  a  good p o e t ” , h e  w a s ,  a t  b o t t o m ,  b u t  a  m e d i o c r e  
m u s i c i a n .  On o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  a t  a  m u s i c a l  f e s t i v a l  g i v e n  by  
f Abdal l a h  i b n  T a h i r ,  he  c a r r i e d  o f f  t h e  p r i z e ,  b u t  t h i s  was 
d u e ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  to  t h e  i m p c r t u n a / f c y  o f  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m ^ w h o  
w as  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o l i c i t o u s  t h a t  h i s  p r o t e g e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h i s  
h o n o u r .  He was n o t  an i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t ,  a n d  was  q u i t e  
i g n o r a n t  o f  th e  a r t  o f  a c c o m p a n i m e n t .  H i s  fame s e e m s  to n a v e  
r e s t e d  m a i n l y  on  h i s  K i t a b  m u j a r r a d  a l - a g h a n i  (Book o f  C h o i c e  
S o n g s ) ,  w h i c h ,  s a y s  I b n  K h a l i i k a n ,  was ”a s u f f i c i e n t  p r o o f  
o f  h i s  a b i l i t i e s ” . On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i n  
c o m p a r i n g  t h i s  work  w i t n  t h a t  o f ^ I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i ,  h a s  s m a l l  
o p i n i o n  o f  i t s  w o r t h . . ”H i s  h a u j t i n e s s  a n d  p r i d e  w e r e
e x c e s s i v e ” He d i e d  a t  B a m a r r a  o f  l e p r o s y . ¥
^  A l - I s f  a h a n i , v ,  5 2 .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i v ,  5 2 - 5 5 .  A l - F i h r i s  t ,  1 4 5 .  I b n  h a i l i x a n ,
Abu H a s b i s i i a / o r  Abu J a f f a r  Muhammad i b n  f A l l  i b n  Umayya,  
w as  a  c l e v e r  t u n b u r i s t  who f l o u r i s h e d  a t /  t h e  c o u r t s  f r o m  
t h e  t i m e  c f  Al-Ma*mun ( B ib ) t o  A l -M u r t a m i d  ( 8 7 0 ) .  He h a d  
some r e p u t a t i o n  a l s o  a s  a  c o m p o s e r  a n d  m u s i c a l  l i t t e r a t e u r . 
S e v e r a l  o f  h i s  m e l o d i e s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  K i t a b  a i - a g h a n i  '* 
w h i l s t  two o f  h i s  b o c k s , -  t h e  j c i t a b  a l —mu g h a n n i  a i - m a j ^ i d
(Book  o f / ( C e l e b r a t e d  S i n g e r | ) ,  a n d  t h e  K i t a b  a k n b a r  a l -
t u n b u r i ^ - j n  ( S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  T u n b u r i s t s ) ,  a r e  g i v e n  i n  t h e  ^
M h r i s t . Among h i s  p u p i l s  was t n e  c e l e b r a t e d  J a h z a  a l - B a r m a x i
Ahmad i b n  S a d a q a  i b n  Abi S a d a q a  was  t h e  s e n  a n d  g r a n d s o n
o f  f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  c o u r t  c f  H a r u n ,  a n d y was o n e  o f  t h e
g r e a t e s t  p e r f o r m e r s  on  t h e  t u n b u r  f r o m  t n e  t i m e  c f  A l—Ma^mun
( 8 1 5 )  to  A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 ) ,  h e n c e  h i s  s u r n a m e  A l - T u n b u r i .
He was b e s i d e s ,  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c o m p o s e r  i n  t h e  r a m a l . h a z a .j « &
iqakhur i  r h y t h m i c  m c d e s . ^
Bunan i b n  f Amr ( a i - H a r i t h )  V* was  a  c l e v e r  m u s i c i a n  a t  t h e
c o u r t s  o f  A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 )  a n d  A I -M u ^ ta s i r  ( 8 6 1 ) .  I t  was
t h i s  m u s i c i a n  t h a t  t h e  p o e t e s s  F a i l  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h ,  a n d  o f
* •
whom A l - B u h t u r i  w r c t e , -
'fThe l u t e  ( f u d ) r e s o u n d s  w i t h  p l e a s i n g  t u n e  
U n d e r  t h e  a rm  o f  B u n a n ,
W h i l s t  Zunam’ s h a n d  j u s t  a s  n i m b l y
P l a y s  u p o n  t h e  r e e d - p i p e  (m i z m a r ) n .
W i t h  A i - M u n t a s i r ,  Bunan  was  a  s p e c i a l  f a v o u r i t e . ? *
Abu, l - f A l a  a l - H a s a n  a l - M a s d u d  w as  t h e  s o n  o f  a  b u t c h e r
o f  B a g h d a d .  He was  a  g r e a t  c o m p o s e r ,  a n d  a s  a  t u n b u r i s t ,
i s  c o n s i d e r e d  by J a h z a  a l - B a r m a k i ,  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e
•  •
t u n b u r i s t s ,  a s  t h e  f o r e m o s t  p e r f o r m e r  o f  h i s  d a y ,  a n d  was 
s u r n a m e d  A l - T u n b u r i .  He f l o u r i s h e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  o f
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  1 7 5 .  x i ,  5 2 .  x i v ,  5 4 .  ^
9 ^  A l - F i h r  i s  t ,  1 4 5 .  A l - I s f  all an i , x x i ,  2 5 7 .
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i x ,  1 5 7 - 9 .  x x i ,  1 5 4 . -
y i  He i s  t h e  S h a i b a n  i b n  a l - r l a r i t h  a l - f A w w a d /m e n t io n e d  by 
Von Hammer,  i v ,  7 4 4 .  A l - I s f a n an T  o n l y  r e f e r s  t o  him a s  
Bunan o r  Bunan  i b n  f Amr a l - M u g h a n n T .  I  h a v e  a d d e d  a i - H a r i t h  
f o l l o w i n g  A l - M a s f u d l .
2 /  A l - I s f a h 3 n T , _ v i i i ,  1 7 6 - 8 ,  1 8 4 ,  1 8 6  x v i i ,  8 . x x i ,  1 7 9 ,  1 8 4 .
'  A l - M a s cu d i , v i i ,  2 9 4 .
t& £L
f  t  » ,
, - /  
Al—Wa ~ n iq  ( 8 4 2 ) ,  M - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 ) ,  and  A l—M u n t a s i r  ( d o i ) .
I b n  r Abd S a b b in i<  s a y s  t n a t  tie was  "er e o f  t n e  a b l e s t  men f
i n  s i n g i n g ” , and  we r e a d  o f  h im  w i t h  Z u n a i n  ( Ahmad i b n
:¥ahya  a l - M a ^ / I j  and  D u b a i s ,  a t  t h e  h o u s e  o f  Abu f I s a  i b n  
K
a l - M u t a w a k a l . ' ' I t  was  c f  t n i s  m i n s t r e l  t h a t  t n e  p o e t  
wro t e  , -
ft. .en A" 1  -  f Al a i s  wi t h  u s ,
Then welcome be  company & w i n e ” .
f A b d a l l a n  i b n  A b i * l - r A l a ,  a  s e n  o f  the  p r e c e d i n g ,  was a  
m u s i c i a n  o f  S a m a r r a ,  a i d  a p u p i l  c f  I s n a »  a l - M a u s i l i .
A l - I s f  a h a r .  i  p r a i s e s  h i m  f o r  n i s  s u p e r i o r  a b i l i t i e s , ^
Ahmad i b n  f A b d a l l a n  i b n  A b i , l - r A l a ,  s e n  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  w as
a l s o  a f i n e  m u s i c i a n .  He f l o u r i s h e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t /  c f
A l -M u f t a d i d  ( 8 9 2 ) .  M u k n a r i q  a n d  r A l i a w a y a  w e r e  h i s  
t e a c h e r s . ? *  •
f Amr a l -M sj t i an i  was  a  f a m o u s  s i / j g e r  an d  t u n b u r i s t  wnc 
was b o r n  a t  B a g n d a d .  J a n z a  a i - B a r m a k l  s a y s ,  on  t n e  
.:, r  i  t y C f
A b u ^ l - f U’b a i s  i b n  Ham d u n ,  t h a t  w h i l s t  b o t h  Abu H a s h l s h a  a n d
A l - H a s a n  a i -M asd u d ® ^  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  to  be  t h e  f i r s t  among
c o n t e m p o r a r y  t u n b u r i s t s ,  r Amr a l H H i l M  I f a i d a n i  r e a l d y
s u r p a s s e d  tnem b o t h . ? *
J i r a b  a l - D a u l a  was t n e  name g i v e n  tc  Abu*1 - r Abbas
Ahmad i b n  Muhammad i b n  f A l l a w a y a  ( ? )  a l - S a j z I .  He was  a
c l e v e r  t u n b u r i s t ,  a l t h o u g h  m o re  c e l e b r a t e d  p e r h a p s  a s  t h e  
0 o
a u t r i o r  c f  a  b o o ■< c f  ’’r a r e  & l a u g h a b l e  s h r i e s ” e n t i t l e d
t n e  K i t a b  t a r w l n  a l - a r w a h  wa m i f  i a n  a j L - s u r u r  w a ^ i - a f r a h  
( A l l e v i a t i o n  o f  t n e  p i r i t s  ai d t n e  l e y  to J o y  a n d  G l a d n e s ^
»   / 1 | ^ I „ „■■■ | ,1
A l - I s f a u a n i ,  2 5 6 - b .
dfr I b n  f A b i  f i a b b i n i ,  i i i ,  1 9 1 .  P/„ A l - I s f a n a n l ,  x x ,  1 1 4 .
A l - I s f a n a n l ,  v i i i , 8 8 .  i x , 5 4 .  i x , I 1 4 .
W  Tne  name i s  w r i t t e n  M a s i u r a d  in  b o t h  t n e  B u l a q  a n d  
S asT  e d i t i o n s  o f  t n e  Ki t ab  a  1 - a g h a n I .
ZA A l - I s f a n a n i ,  x x ,  6 6 - 7 .
lyr A l - F i n r i s  t ,  15  3
I b n  a l - ' Q a s s a r ^ o r  Abu Fad.1 S u l a i m a n  i b n  f A l I  was  a  f i n e  
t u n b u r i s t  wnc i s  p r a i s e d  by  J a n g a  a i l - B a r m a k l .  He a p p e a r s  to  
t h e  f a v o u r i t e  a c c o m p a n i s t  o f  A l -M u f t a z z  ( 8 6 6 )  who was  h i m s e l f  
a  m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  e v e r y  t i m e  he p e r f o r m e d ,  t h e  
K h a l i f  g a u e  h im  a  h u n d r e d  p i e c e s  o f  g o l d . ^
f A b d a I ± a h  i b n  a l - f Abbas  i b n  a l - F a d l  i b n  a l - R a b i f i  was a  
s i n g e r ,  p o e t ,  an d  c o m p o s e r ,  who f l o u r i s h e d  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  f r o m  
t h e  t i m e  o f  H a r u n  ( 8 8 6 )  to A l -M u * n ta s i r  ( 8 6 1 ) .  He w as  a  g r e a t  
a d m i r e r  o f  I s h a q  a x - M a u s i l i .  A l -M u taw ak  <al was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a t t a c h e d  tc- h i m ,  a n d  two o f  h i s  c o m p o s i t i o n s  w e re  c e l e b r a t e d . ^  
Muhammad i b n  Ahmad i b n  Yahya  all -M a k k i  was th e  s e n  a n d  
g r a n d s o n  c f  f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  a  w e l l - k n o w n  s i n g e r  a t  t h e  
c c u r t  o f  A l -M u f t a m i d  ( 8 7 0 ) .  He becam e n o t e d  f o r  h i s  p u p i l s . / ^  
The Z i r y a b  f a m i l y  i n  A l - A n d a l u s  c a r r i e d  on  t h e  m u s i c a l  
r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o u n d e r  Abu5l - I l a s a n  f A l I  i b n  N a f i r . The 
l a t t e r  h a d  e i g h t  s o n s  & two d a u g h t e r s ,  " a l l  o f  whem" s a y s  
A l - M a q q a r i ,  " s a n g  a n d  p r a c t i s e d  the  a r t  o f  m u s i c " .  T n e i r  nam es  
w e r e , -  f Abd a l - R a n m a n ,  f U b a i d a l l a h ,  Y a h y a ,  J a f f a r ,  Muhammad, 
A l - Q a s i m ,  a n d  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  Hamduna a n d  r U l a y y a .  f Abd a l - R a h m a n  
i n h e r i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r  f s  t a l e n t s  a n d  c a r r i e d  on  t h e  m u s i c  s c h o o l ,  
b u t  h e  d i s p l e a s e d  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  by  t h e  u n d u e  f a m i l i a r i t y
m
w h i c h  h e  a s s u m e d .  He w as  an e x t r e m e l y  v a i n  m an ,  and  i n  s i n g i n g  
h e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  he  h a d  no e q u a l .  Ahmad h a d  h i s  f a t h e r Js 
p o e t i c  g i f t s , ' t f i  i l s t  A i - Q a s i m  was  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f i n e s t  s i n g e r  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  The b e s t  a l l - r o u n d  m u s i c i a n  w as  f U b a i d a l I a h .  
Hamduna m a r r i e d  t h e  w a z i r  H ish am  i b n  f Abd a l - cA z i z ,  a n d  A l -  
M a q q a r i  s a y s  t h a t  s h e  " e x c e l l e d  i n  s i n g i n g "  a n d  was  m ore  
p r o f i c i e n t  t h a n  h e r  s i s t e r  f U l a y y a . / ^
y m A i - I s f a n a n i ,  x i i ,  1 ^ 7 - 8 .
_t t  9-*
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x v i i ,  1 1 1 - 4 1 .  
y  A l - I f f a h a n i ,  v l ,  1 7 .
A l - M a q q a r i ,  A n a l e c t e s .  i i ,  8 S .
Q u r a i s  a l  -  j a r  r a h i ^  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  Q u r a i s  a l - M u g h a n n i  ( d . 9 5 6 ) ,  
w a s  a n o t h e r  c o n  t e m p e r  a r y  m u s i c i a n  o f  m e r i t ,  a n d  " o n e  o f  t h e  
c l e v e r  o n e s  o f  t h e  s i n g e r s / a n d  among t h e  m o s t  l e a r n e d ,  o f  t h e m ” . 
He w r o t e  an i m p o r t a n t  w o r k  e n t i t l e d  t h e  K i t a b  s i n a f a t  a l — g h i n a ”*
/ V*. \— _  {gf) •
wa__d.-11:.t>.a.r  _ a l ^ ^ u g h a n n i y f t n ^  T h e  A r t  o f  th e  Song  a n d  S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  
S i n g e r s ) ,  w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  th e  s o n g s  i n  a l p n a b e t i c a l  o r d e r .
He d i d  n e t  l i v e  to  c o m p l e t e  h i s  w o r k ,  b u t  w ha t  was  f i n i s h e d  a n d  
g i v e n  to t h e  p u b l i c ,  c o m p r i s e d  a b o u t  a  t h o u s a n d  l e a v e s . ^
£ a h z a  a l —B a r m a k i  was  t h e  name g e n e r a l l y  g i v e n  t c  A b u * l— 
H a s a n  Ahmad i b n  J a f f a r  i b n  Musa i b n  K h a l i d  i b n  Bai’m a k .  He was  
b o r n  a b o u t  859 a n d  d i e d  a t  W a s i t  i n  9 5 8 .  I b n  K h a l l i k a n  s a y s  
t h a t  h e  was  ,fa man o f  t a l e n t  a n d  a  m a s t e r  c f  v a r i o u s  a c c o m p l i s h ­
m e n t s " .  Tne a u t h o r  o f  t h e  F i h r i s t  s a y s  t h a t  he was  " a  p o e t  
a n d  a  s i n g e r ,  i n a t e  i n  p o e t r y  a n d  c l e v e r  i n  t h e  a r t  o f  s i n g i n g  
t o  t h e  t u n b u r , a n d  w e l l  e d u c a t e d ” . A l - K h a t l b  a l - B a g h d a d i  s a y s  
t h a t  h e  was  " t h e  f i r s t  s i n g e r  o f  h i s  t i m e " .  He was  t a u g h t  t h e  
t u n b u r  ( p a n d c r e j  by no l e s s  a  m a s t e r  t h a n  Abu H a s h i s h a .  "He 
n a a  m e t  t h e  l e a r n e d  a n d  t h e  n a r r a t c r s / an d  n a d  s t u d i e d  u n d e r  them 
a n d  h a d  a  g r e a t  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t " .  H i s  b o o k s ,  t h e  
K i t a b  a l - t u n b u r i y I n  (B ook  o f  t h e  T u n b u r i s t s )  a n d  t h e  K i t a b  
a i - n a d i m (B ook  o f  t h e  Boon C o m p a n io n s )  becam e q u i t e  f a m o u s .
A l - I s f a h a n i  q u o t e s  f r o m  t h e  f o i ' m e r ,  a l t h o u g h  he  c e n s u r e s  J a h z a
•  •
f o r  c a l u m n i a t i n g  s e v e r a l  m u s i c i a n s ,  a n d  i n s i s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  
d u t y  o f  a  b i o g r a p h e r  t c  b r i n g  o u t  t h e  b e s t  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  a  p e r s o n ,  n o t  -&£■€’ w o r s t / *  I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  t a i e n t s ,  he  a p p e a r s  
t c  have  b e e n  a  man o f  s m a l l  m i n d ,  and  e v en  th e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  
F i n r i s t  s p e a k s  o f  h i s  " m e a n n e s s  o f  s o u l " .  He was f a v o u r e d  a t  
t h e  c o u r t s  o f  A t-M u f t a d i d  ( 8 9 2 )  ■ a n d  A l - M u q t a d i r  ( 9 0 8 ) .
y  Al—F i n r i s t ,  ...do (§7 -W' * 7  I
Vy A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  1 6 1 .  (j e e ~ G u i d i ,  2 6 2 ^ )  ^  .
A l - F l H r l s t .  1 4 5 - 6 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  5 2 ^ A 1 - M a s ru d l ,  v i i i ,  2 6 1 .  
I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i ,  1 1 8 .
I t  w as  f A b d a l i a h  i b n  a l - M u f t a z z  t h a t  n i c k n a m e d  
h im  J a h z a  ( " c r o s s - e y e d " ) .
m ,
Among t h e  l e s s e r  known m u s i c i a n s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e , -  
f Amir i b n  M u rra ,* '*  Abu’ l - ' U b a i s  i b n  l i a m d u n , ^  Abu’ l - r Anbas  i b n  
r iamdun, Abu’ l - F a d l  R a d h a d h , ^  f A t h f a t h  a l - A s w a d , ^  a n d
— — q /
Tbu a l - M a r i q i ,  ‘ a l l  o f  whom w e r e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f
A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 ) .  One c f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  men o f  s t a t e  u n d e r
t h i s  K h a l i f , -  I b r a h i m  i b n  M u d a b b i r ,  p a t r o n i z e d  s e v e r a l  o f
t h e s e  m u s i c i a n s , ^  Kashwan was a  s i n g e r  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f
f A b u a l l a h  i b n  a l - M u  r t a z  z . I b r a h i m  i b n  A bI’ I - f U b a i s , ^
K anlz , A l - Q a s i m  i b n  Z u r z u r , ^ *  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - Q a s i m  i b u  Z u r z u r , ^
a n d  w a s i f  a l - Z a m i r , ^ *  w e r e  m u s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  c o u r t  o f
A I - M u q t a d i r  ( 9 0 8 ) .
Among t h e  s o n g s t r e s s e s  seme fa m o u s  n am es  h a v e  b e e n
p r e s e r v e d .  gaZ -
Mahbuba  ( !?B e l o v e d ,f) was  a  h a l f - c a s t e  b o r n  a t ^ B a f r a  who 
b ecam e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a  man o f  T a ’ i f . Sne  was  g i v e n  a  f i n e  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  becam e a  g o o d  s i n g e r  a n d  l u t e n i s t ,  b u t  a b o v e  a l l  
a f i n e  p o e t e s s .  c A b d a l ^ a h  i b n  T a h i r  p u r c h a s e d  h e r  a s  a  g i f t  
f o r  A l - M u ta w a k K a l  ( 8 4 7 ) / a n d  t h e  K h a l i f  became sc  i n f a t u a t e d  
t h a t  he  c o u l d  n e t  b e a r  h e r  o u t  o f  h i s  s i g h t .  A f t e r  t h e  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n  c f  t h i s  K h a l i f ,  a  num ber  o f  t h e  c o u r t  s o n g s t r e s s e s  
i n c l u d i n g  M ah b u b a ,  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  W a s i f  a l - T u r k l ,  
t h e  w a z i r ,  a n d  when s h e  f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  h im  s h e  w as  s t i l l  
d r e s s e d  i n  m o u r n i n g  f o r  h e r  l a t e  m a s t e r ,  w h ic h  t h e  w a z i r ,  a t  
f i r s t ,  a p p e a r e d  to  be  a m u se d  a t .  when h o w e v e r ,  he commanded 
h e r  t o  s i n g ,  s h e  t o o k  h e r  l u t e  a n d  s a n g  some e l e g a i e  v e r s e s  i n  
memory  o f  A l - M u t a w a k k a l ,  w h i c h  so e n r a g e d  w a s i f ,  t h a t  he  h a d  
h e r  f l u n g  i n t o  p r i s o n .  At t h e  demand o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  c a p t a i n
Bugha}  s h e  w as  s e t  a t  l i b e r t y ,  on  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  s h e  l e f t
—  -  -S a m a r r a .  She  r e t i r e d  to  B ag h d a d  and  d i e d  m  o b s c u r i t y .
x  Q ,
y. A l - I s f a n a n i ,  x x ,  5 5 r  . 2/. A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i x ,  1 1 8  r  / f f y A
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i i ,  5 .  x i v , 1 6 2 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i i i ,  5 0 r3 2 L  .
y  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i i ,  5 2 , 5 9 .  y  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i ,  2 0 - 2 .1 %
y  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i x ,  1 1 4 - 2 7 .  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i x ,  1 4 5 .
<y A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v ,  5 2 .  Q/. A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  4 4 .
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v ,  5 2 .  y .  A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v ,  5 2 .
p y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i x ,  1 5 2 - 4 .  A l - M a s ru d l ,  v i i ,  2 8 1 - 6 .
F a r i d a  w as  o r i g i n a l l y  a  s i n g i n g - f i r l  o f  f Amr i b n  Bana  t h e
m u s i c i a n ,  b u t  l a t e r  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  i n t i m a t e  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e
c c u r t  o f  A l—W a t h i q  ( 8 4 2 )  a n d  A l - M u t a w a s k a l  ( 8 4 7 ) ,  w h e r e  h e r
p e r f o r m a n c e s  w e r e  h i g h l y  e s t e e m e d , *  She  was  a  p u p i l  o f
S h a r i y a ,  a n d  a  g r e a t  a d m i r e r  o f  t h e  t a l e n t s  o f  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i .
•  *
S/w h o se  r e p u t a t i o n  s h e  d e f e n d e d  when i t  w as  a s s a i l e d . / *
Ififnisa was a s i n g i n g - g i r l  o f  Al-Ma*mun (815)  b u t  was
l a t e r  p o s s e s s e d  by Muhammad i b n  T a h i r .  T h e r e  i s  an a n e c d o t e  o f
h e r  i n  t n e  Muru.j a l  - d h a h a j j  c f  A l - M a s f u d i ,  a s  w e l l  o f  seme c f  h e r
v e r s e s ,  f o r  s h e  n a d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  p o e t e s s .  ¥
Among t h e  l e s s e r  s o n g s t r e s s e s  w e r e , -  Z a r y a b ,  whom we f i n d
s i x i g i n g  b e f o r e  r A b d a l l a h  i b n  a i - M u T t a z z ,  V j .  Sal i f  a Ilk** a
o
s j . n g i n g - g i r l  owned by  th e  p r e c e d i n g  i s  shown
p e r f o r m i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  A l - M u q t a d i r  ( 9 0 8 ) . * ^  MOtt&ljUAaM
S h a j i  b e l o n g e d  t c  f U b a i d a I i a n  
i b n  ^A b d a i ! iah  i b n  T a h i r ,  and  s h e  s a n g  t c  Al-Mu*f t a d i d  ( 8 9 2 ) . 5* 
Bunan was  a n o t h e r  s i n g i n g - g i r l  who a p p e a r e d  b e f o r e  
Al-Mu t a w a k k a i  ( 8 4 7 ) . ^
I t  n a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  p o i n t e d  o u t  how m u s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  
h a d  g r o w n Hi s t o r i a n s ,  b i o g r a p h e r s ,  a n d  
w r i t e r s  o n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  m u s i c ,  h a d  s p r u n g  u p  on  a l l  s i d e s ,  
a n d  among th e m  w e r e  scmo o f  t h e  f o r e m o s t  names  i n  t h e  a n n a l s  
o f  A r a b i c  l i t e r a t u r e .
f A l l  a i - I s f a h a n i  ( 8 9 7 - 9 6 7 )  o r  A b u U - F a r a j  *AlI i b n  a l -  
H u s a i n  i b n  M u n a m m a d  a l - Q u r a i s h i  was  b o r n  a t  I s f a h a n ^ ,  b u t  was
e
a n  A ra b  w h o  c l a i m e d  d e s c e n t  f r o m  M a r w a n  t h e  l a s t  U m a y y a d  
K h a l i f .  E d u c a t e d  a t  B a g h d a d ,  h e  s e t t l e a 7 a t A l e p p o  u n d e r  t h e
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  i i i ,  1 8 5 - 6 ,  v ,  9 5 - 6 .  v i i i ,  1 6 6 .
W. A l - M a s fu d l  s a y s  t h a t  s h e  s l a v e  o f  A l - M a h d l .
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i , y/ s 6 .  x x ,  57 A l - M a s f u d i ,  v i i ,  5 8 7 - 9 5 .  
2 /  A i - I § f a h a n l ,  i x ,  1 4 2 - 5 .  C/ A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v ,  5 2 .
A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  4 4 - 4 ( 6 ,
3/m A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x x i ,  1 7 9 .
p a t r o n a g e  o f  t h e  H a m d a n i d s ,  a l t n o u g h  he  l e d  th e  l i f e  o f  t h e
o r d i n a r y  l i t e r a r y  man i n  t r a v e l  He was  a  m o s t  p a i n s t a k i n g
c o l l e c t o r  c f  p o e t r y  a n d  s o n g s ,  a n d  A l - T a n u k h i V s a i a  o f  n*im,-
a a  cOlcC
”1 n e v e r  f o u n d  a  p e r s o n  k n o w in g  b y - h e a r t  s u c h  a  q u a n t i t y ) c f
p o e m s ,  s o n g s ,  &c ” At A leppo  he  c o m p i l e d
h i s  f a m o u s  KjLtri1 a l - a g h a n i  (Book o f  S o n g s ) ,  a  w ork  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
r a n k  a m o n g  t h e  l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  A r a b s  I t  t o o k  a  
l i f e - t i m e  to  c o m p i l e ,  and  th e  v a s t  e r u d i t i o n  d i s p l a y e d ,  to  s a y  
n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  e n o r m o u s  i n d u s t r y  an d  p a t i e n c e  w n i c h  i t  
e n g e n d e r e d ,  l e a v e s  o n e  a b a s h e d  a t  th e  p r o d u c t i o n s  w h i c h  p a s s  
a s  ‘’m u s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ” t o d a y .  The s c o p e  o f  t h e  K i t a b a l - a g h a n i  
c a n n o t  be e s t i m a t e d  i n  w o r d s ,  b u t  s o m e t h i n g  o f  i t s  p u r p & r t
may b e  g u a g e d  f r o m  t h e  p r e f a c e ,  f r o m  « i i c h  I  q u o t e  t h e  f o l l o w -
- i n g . -
”T h i s  bock  was w r i t t e n  by  f A l i  i b n  a l - H u s a i n  i b n
Muhammad a l - Q u r a i s h i ,  t h e  w r i t e r  known a s  A l - I s f a h a n i .
And h e  h a s  g a t h e r e d  i n  i t  w ha t  was  c o n t e m p o r a r y  ( o f
t h e  s o n g s )  a n d  w h a t  he  c o u l d  c o l l e c t  o f  t h e  s o n g s  o f  t h e
A r a b s  b o t h  o l d  a n d  new.  And h e  m e n t i o n s  a l l  t h a t
c o n c e r n s  t h e  a u t h o r  c f  t h e  p o e t r y  ( s h i f r ) ,  t h e  c o m p o s e r
o f  t h e  m e l o d y  ( l a n n ) . t h e  s p e c i e s  ( t a r i q a j o f  t h e
•  *
r h y t h m i c  mode ( I q a f ) ,  a n d  th e  s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  m e l o d i c  
mode ( a s b a f ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w h a t  an y  o f  th e  m u s i c i a n s  
h a v e  com m ented  u p o n  t h e s e ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  m o s t  a b s t r u s e  
o f  t h e  u n u s u a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t n e  
i n f l e x i o n  ( i f r a b )  i n  t h e  p r o s o d y  ( f a r u d )  o f  i t s  p o e t r y ,  
w h i c h  l e a d s  to  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  i t s  s c a n s i o n ,  and  t h e
d i v i s i o n  o f  i t s  m e l o d i e s  ( a l h a n )
y .  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i i ,  2 4 9 .  
2^ H u a r t ,  A r a b . l i t . ,  1 8 5 .
I y /
B e s i d e s  b e i n g  a  n i s t o r y  c f / m u s i c  f r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t i m e s  tc
t n e  1 0 t n  c e n t u r y ,  i t  i s  a  s t o r e h o u s e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a l m o s t
e v e r y  p h a s e  o f  t n e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  A r a b s .  I b n  K h a l d u n  c a l l s
i t  "The r e g i s t e r  ( d i w a n ) c f  t n e  A r a b s " ,  a n d  t n e  " f i n a l  r e s o u r c e
o f  tne  s t u d e n t  o f  R e l i e s  l e t t r e s " .  S a i f  a l - D a u i a ^ g a v e  t n e
a u t h o r  1 0 0 0  p i e c e s  o f  g e l d  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,  w n i l s t
t h e  A n d a l u s i a n  S u l t a n  Al-Hakam I I  b e s t o w e d  a  s i m i l a r  a m o u n t .
« *
The t e x t  o f  t h i s  w o rk  was p u b l i s h e d  by  t h e  B u l a q  P r e s s  
i n  t w e n t y  v o l u m e s  i n  1 8 6 8 ,  w n i l s t  a  t w e n t y - f i r s t  volum© was 
i s s u e d  a t  L e y d e n  i n  1 8 8 8  b y  B r u n n o w . '  G u i d i j g a v e
u s  an i n v a l u a b l e  i n d e x  to  t h e s e  v o l u m e s  i n  h i s  T a b l e s
/ [ f /F9r- '9oo' )  j
a l p nabo  t i q u e s  au  : j  t a b  a l - a g h a n i A-7 A m ore  c o r r e c t  e d i t i o n  c f  
K i t ab  a l - a g h a n i . w a s  p u b l i s h e d  a t  C a i r o  i n  1 9 0 5 - 6 ,  i n  t w e n t y  
o n e  v o l u m e s , t o g e t h e r  w i t h  G u i d i ' s  am en d ed  i n d e x  i n  A r a b i c .
T h i s  e d i t i o n ,  i n  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  f r o m  t h a t  o f  B u l a q ,  i s  
c a l l e d  t h e  S a s i  e d i t i o n ,  a f t e r  A f a n d i  S a s i  a l -
M a g h r i b i .  F o r  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t ,  o n e  m u s t  
a l s o  c o n s u l t  t h e  T a s h i n  k i t a b  a l - a g h a n i  by Munammad• f Abd 
a l - J a w w a d  a l - A s m a fI  ( C a i r o ,  1 9 1 6 ) ,  Q u a t r e m e r e  b e g a n  a  F r e n c h  
t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l  A s i a t l q u e  i n  1 8 5 5 ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
h i s  d e a t h  c u t  s h o r t  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e .  K o s e g a r t e n  t h e n  e s s a y e d  
a  L a t i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n  h i s  w o r t h y  A l i i  I s p a h a n e n s i s  L i  qe r  
C a n t i l e n a r u m  M agnus  ( 1 8 4 0 - 4 5 ? ) , b u t  he  g o t  no f u r t h e r  t h a n  
Q u a t r e m e r e .
A l - I s f a h a n i  was  a l s o  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  K i t a b  a l - q i y a n 
(Book o f  S i n g i n g - G i r l s ) , K i t a b  a l - i m a *  a l - s h a w a * i r  (Bo- 
o f  F e m a le  S l a v e  p o e t s ) ,  K i t a b  m u . j a r r a d  a l - a g h a n i  (Book  c f  M m m  
S ongs  UUUJK ) ,  /  * Ki tar:  a I  - g h i Im an  ■ a l  emu g h a n  n i y  I  n ( B o o k  o f
w e f T h a u s e n  i n  Zf D. M. 2 i < ,  1 4 5 - 5 1 ,  a l s o  a d d e d  m a t e r i a l .
y  Thus  i n  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  b u t  Q u a t r e m e r e  r e a d s  K i t a b  a l - n a b a t  
( B o o k 1o f  V e g e t a t i o n ) .
IhJflAMAM W i t h o u t  a n y  b i o g r a p h i c a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  a s  
i n  t h e  Ki t a b  a l - a g h a n T .
S l a v e  S i n g e r s ) ,  K i t a b  a k h b a r  J a h z a  a l - B a r m a k l  (B o c k  o f  S t o r i e s
• • _
o f  J a h z a  a l - B a r m a k i ) ,  a n d - a  K i t a b a l - n a n a t  (Book  o f  T a v e r n s ) . / ^  
A l - M a s f u d l  ( d . c a . 9 5 7 )  c r  Abu1 1 - l l a s a n  f A l i  i b n  a l - H u s a i n
1 ' 4 •
i b n  r A i i  a l - M a s ru d i ,  came o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  A l - H i j a z ,  o n e  o f  n i s  
a n c e s t o r s ,  M a s * u d ,  b e i n g  a  ’’Com pan ion  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ” . He
w as  b o r n  a t  B ag h d a d  i n  th e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  3 r d  c e n t u r y  c f  t h e
H i j r a .  From h i s  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  h e  h a d  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  t r a v e l ,
a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r  912  we f i n d  h im  a t  M u l t a n ,  and t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r
i n  F a r s  a n d  F i r m a n .  He a g a i n  p e n e t r a t e d  I n d i a ,  j o u r n e y i n g  f r o m
t h e r e  ( p o s s i b l y  by  t h e  D e c c a n )  t o  C e y l o n ,  M a d a g a s c a r ,  a n d  t o
t h e  c o a s t  o f  *cUinan. I t  i s  n o t  i m p r o b a b l e  t h a t  h e  e v e n
*
t r a v e l l e d  a s  f a r  a s  iMMilfe t h e  M a la y  a r c h e p e l & g c  an d  t h e  s e a ­
b o a r d  o f  C h i n a .  We c e r t a i n l y  *now t h a t  h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h o r e s  
c f  t h e  C a s p i a n  a n d  t h e  Red S e a .
He t h e n  s e t  to  w ork  t o  c o l l a t e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t n a t  he  
h a d  a m a s s e d  d u r i n g  h i s  t r a v e l s ,  a n d  h i s  l i t e r a r y  l a b o u r s  b e g a n .  
He was s t i l l  u n s e t t l e d  however a s  to  h i s  r e s i d e n c e ,  a n d  we 
f i n d  h im  v a r i o u s l y  d o m i c i l e d  a t  T i b e r i a s  ( 9 2 6 ) ,  A n t i o c h  ( 9 4 5 )  
D am ascus  ( 9 4 5 ) ,  a n d  F u s t a t  ( 9 4 7 ) .
H i s  g r e a t  w o r k ,  t h e  Akhba #  a l - z a m a n ,  i s  a  u n i v e r s a l  
h i s t o r y  f r o m  ’’ t h e  c r e a t i o n  c f  t h e  w o r l d  to  the  y e a r  9 4 7 st. I t  
w as  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h i r t y  v o l u m e s ,  c f  w h i c h ,  b u t  a  s o l i t a r y  
v o l u m e ,  now a t  V i e n n a ,  h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d .  The M u ru j  a l - d h a h a ^  
a n d  t h e  K i t a b  a l - a w s a t  .were  two o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  w o r * s  f r o m  h i s  
p e n ,  t h e  f o r m e r  b e i n g  an e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  Akhba r  a l - z a m a n ,  a n d
y m Quatremere t r a n s l a t e s  t h i s  as '̂ e c u e i l  d 1 a i r s ” . butj ; f ^ ___
K osegarten ,  i I 9 6 . F o r  the l i f e  c f  A l - I s f  ahani \
see  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i i ,  2 4 9 - 5 2 .  W ustenfe ld ,  D i e  Ges c h i c u t - 1 
^ s o h r e i b e r  d e r  A r a b e r , h o , 1 5 2 .  j
^ /■) ^ V  4(^
t n e  l a t t e r  an  a b r i d g e m e n t  o f  i t .
T t i s  i n  t h e  j g u ru .j a l - d n a h a j g  t h a t  we f i n d  a  s e c t i o n  d e v o t e d  
to  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  A r a b i a n  m u s i c ,  w h i c h  was  d e r i v e d  f r o m  
an e a r l i e r  a u t h o r i t y ,  I b n  ^ h u r d a d h b i h  ( f i . 8 7 0 - 9 2 ) .  S c a t t e r e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  work  a r e  s u n d r y  r e f e r e n c e s  to  m u s i c  a n d  
m u s i c i a n s  w h i c h  a r e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e .  The t e x t  o f  
t h i s  w o rk  was i s s u e d  by B a r b i e r  de  M e y n a rd  i n  1 8 6 1 - 7 7
i n  n i n e  v o l u m e s  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  L e s  p r a i r i e s
d1 or.
A l - M a s fu d i  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m u s i c ,  a n d
he  t e l l s  u s  i n  h i s  Muru.j a l - d h a h a b . t h a t  i n  h i s  o t h e r  b o o k s  
h e  d e a l t  ” f u l l y  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c f  m u s i c ,  t n e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  
o f  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  (m a l a h i ) , d a n c e s ,  r h y t h m s  
a n d  n o t e s  ( n a g h am) w« a s  w e l l  a s  ’’ t h e  k i n d s  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  
u s e d  by t h e  Q r e o k s ,  B y z a n t i n e s ,  S y r i a n s ,  h a b a t a e a n s ,  an d  tn e  
p e o p l e  o f  S i n d ,  I n d i a ,  P e r s i a ,  e tc . ” . I n  h i s  K i t a b  a l - z u l a f  
he  i n f o r m s  u s  t h a t  he  h a s  d e a l t  w i t h  h a r m o n i c  r e l a t i o n s  
■/and s t r i n g  l e n g t h s ,  a s  w e l^  a s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  c f  m e l o d i e s  
o n  t h e  s o u l ,  i n s p i r i n g  i t  to  j o y  a n d  g l a d n e s s ,  a n d  d r i v i n g  
away c a r e  a n d  . s o r r o w .  I n  h i s  Akhba r  a l - z a m a n . a n d  K i t a b a l -  
a w s a t ,  he  a l s o  g a v e  some ’’c u r i o u s  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e r t s  
a n d  m u s i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e s ” .^ *  A l - M a s fu d i  i s  
c o u n t e d  among t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  A r a b  h i s t o r i a n s / w o r t h y  o f  r a n k  
w i t h  A l - T a b a r i  a n d  I b n  a l - A t h i r .  I b n  K h a l d u n  c a l l s  h im  "The  
imam o f  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s ” . ^
^  The t e x t  h a s  a n d  De M e y n a rd  t r a n s l a t e s  i t  a s  r h y thm
y. A l - M a s f u d i ,  i i ,  5 2 2 .
( y  De M e y n a r d ,  P r a i r i e s  d ' o r ,  A v a n t - p r o p o s .  Q u a t r e m e r e ,  
J o u r n a l  a s i a t i q u w , S e r . i i i ,  Tome, v i i .  h o t i c e s  e t  
Bxt r a i t s , v i i i .
I b n  f Abd R a b b i h i  ( 8 6 0 - 9 4 0 )  o r  Ahmad i b n  Muhammad, was  a n
•  •  7
A n d a l u s i a n  A r a b  known by h i s  a n t h o l o g y  t h e  f I q d  a l - f  a r i d  
(T h e  U n iq u e  N e c k l a c e ) .  I t  c o n t a i n s  t w e n t y  f i v e  s e c t i o n s  e a c h
CU
o f  w h i c h  i s  named a f  t e r / ' p r e c i o u s  s t o n e / .  I t  c o n t a i n s  o n e  
s e c t i o n  ( k i t a b  a l - y a q u t a t  a l - t h a n i y a ) d e v o t e d  to  ,fThe  S c i e n c e  
o f  M e l o d i e s ,  and  t h e  D i s a g r e e m e n t  o f  P e o p l e  a b o u t  Them” w h i c h  
d e a l s  w i t h  a  num ber  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o p i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
l a w f u l n e s s  o f  l i s t e n i n g  to m u s i c ,  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  s o n g ,  
b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  t h e  m u s i c i a t ^ ,  &c. S e v e r a l  e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
t e x t  h a v e  b e e n  p r i n t e d  lnwnm/the B u i a q  a n d  C a i r o  p r e s s e s f ^ b u t  
t n e r e  i s  no t r a n s l a t i o n .
Abu3l - F a r a j  Muhammad i b n  I s h a q  i b n  Abi Y a f qub  a l - N a d l m  
a l - W a r r a q  a l - B a g h d a d i ,  was  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  a  book  e n t i t l e d  A l -  
F i h r i s t  (T h e  I n d e x ) ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  w ork  
known to  h i s t o r y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  w ork  was  w r i t t e n  a f t e r  t h e  
p e r i o d  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  y e t  i t s  p a g e s  c o v e r  
t h e  e n t i r e  r a n g e  o f  o u r  s u b j e c t  so  c o m p l e t e l y ,  t h a t  i t  
c a n n o t  be  o m i t t e d  f r o m  o u r  s u r v e y .  Of t h e  a u t h o r  we h a v e  
l i t t l e  o r  no i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s a v e  t h a t  h e  was  a  b o o k - s e l l e r  o r  
c o p y i s t  ( w a r r a q ) . t h a t  h e  w a s  b o r n  i n  B a g h d a d ,  t h a t  h e  was 
i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  i n  9 8 8 ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  d i e d  a b o u t  9 9 5 - 6 . 5 ^
The F i h r i s t .  a s  i t s  p r e f a c e  t e l l s  u s , -  ”i s  t h e  i n d e x  o f  t h e  
b o o k s  of  a l l  p e o p l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A r a b s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  w h i c h  e x i s t  
i n  t h e  A r a b i c  l a n g u a g e  an d  w r i t i n g ,  i n  e v e r y  b r a n c h  o f  
k n o w l e d g e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p i l e r s ,  a n d  t h e  
c l a s s e s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s ,  t h e i r  g e n e a l o g i e s ,  d a t e s  o f  b i r t h ,  
c a r e e r s ,  t i m e s  o f  d e a t h ,  d o m i c i l e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  m e r i t s  a n d  
d e m e r i t s ,  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  e a c h  s c i e n c e  down t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  i . e .  ithe y e a r  577 c f  t h e  h i  j r a  ( A. D . 9 8 7 - 8 ) ” .
] y  B u l a q ,  A.H. 1 2 9 3 ,  C a i r o ,  A.H, 1 3 0 3 ,  s e q .
y y  I t  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  he  was  r e l a t e d  to  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  
A l - F i h r i s t , x i .  N i c h o l s o n ,  L i t . H i s t ,  o f  . the  * A r a b s , 36 2 .
f) mr-t,f  :■ is
The w ork  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t e n  c h a p t e r s  (m a q a l a t ) e a c h  o f
w h i c h  i s  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  s e c t i o n s  ( f u n u n ) .  T h r e e  o f  t n e
c h a p t e r s  g i v e  u s  v a l u a b l e  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e a r l y  w o r k s
on m u s i c  and  m u s i c i a n s ,  n o t  o n l y  o f  th e  ^ r a b s ,  b u t  a l s o
t h o s e  o f  th e  G r e e k s  w h i c h  w e r e  known i n  A r a b i c  t r a n s l a t i o n .
The 3 r d  s e o t i c n ,  3 r d  c h a p t e r  c o n t a i n s  " S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  Boon
C o m p a n i o n s ,  f a v o u r i t e s ,  men o f  l e t t e r s ,  m u s i c i a n s
(if l u g n a n n l y u n ) , j e s t e r s ,  b u f f o o n s ,  a n d  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  t h e i r  
1 /
b o o k s " . / *  The  1 s t  s e c t i o n ,  7 t h  c h a p t e r  g i v e s  u s  " S t o r i e s  
o f  t h e  N a t u r a l  P h i l o s o p h e r s  a n d  L o g i c i a n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  
M u s i c a l  T h e o r i s t s ) ,  a n d  t n e  t i t l e s  o f  t h e i r  b o c k s ^ ,  w i t h  t h e  
v a r i o u s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m e n t a r i e s  o n  t h e  s a m e ,  s u c h  a s  
a r e  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  o r  a r e  no l o n g e r  e x t a n t " . / ^  The  
2 n d  s e c t i o n ,  7 t h  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  " S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  
G e o m e t r i c i a n s ,  A r i t h m e t i c i a n s ,  M u s i c a l  T h e o r i s t s  ( m u s i q i y y u n ) 
A c c o u n t a n t s ,  A s t r o n o m e r s ,  D e s i g n e r s  ( o f  S c i e n t i f i c  I n s t r u m e n t  
M e c h a n i c i a n s ,  a n d  E n g i n e e r s " . ^ *  M ost  c f  th e  b o o k s  
m e n t i o n e d  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  o n l y  h a l f - a - d o z e n  
o u t  o f  s o m e / h u n d r e d  m u s i c a l  b o o k s  a r e  e x t a n t  t o d a y .  The
h o l o c a u s t s  o f  H u l a g u  a n d  T im u r  i n  t h e  1 5 t h  a n d  1 5 t h  c e n t u r i e s  
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  th e  g r e a t  B ag h d a d  l i b r a r i e s  
w h i c h  a p p e a r  to  h a v e  c o n t a i n e d ,  i n  many c a s e s ,  e x e m p l a r s  o f  
t h e  w o r k s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  F j u r i s t .
The t e x t  o f  t h i s  w ork  was p u b l i s h e d  by F l u g e l ,  R o e d i g e r ,  
and M u l l e r  i n  1 8 7 1 - 2 ,  and t h e  f o r m e r  h a d  a l r e a d y  a n a l y s e d  
•t.hft mnr*/ : in  the 7. D M G i n  1859. So f a r  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s .
y* A l - F i h r i s t , 1 4 0 - 5 6 .
y .  I b l d - * 2 5 8 —6 5 .  
2 /  I b i d . , 2 6 5 - 8 5 .
E q u a l l y  a s  i m p o r t a n t  w e r e  th e  
b i o g r a p h e r s  a n d  l i t t e r a t e u r s  
i n  m u s i c ,  m o s t  o f  u c  w e r e  a l s o  
s i n g e r s  & i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s  a s  w e l l .
Y
J
Tne f a m i l y  o f  Abu M an s u r  a l - M u n a j j i m ,  f am ous  a s
a s t r o l o g e r s ,  p o e t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s ,  a n d  " b o o n  c o m p a n i o n s "  to
t h e  K h a l i f s ,  w e re  a l l  k e e n  m u s i c i a n s .  Tne f i r s t  o f  th e m ,
Yahya  i b n  Abi M a n s u r ,  was  a  f r e e m a n  o f  A l - M a n s u r  ( 7 5 4 ) ,
and  was v e r y  i n t i m a t e  w i t h  Al-Ma*mun ( 8 1 5 ) .  He d i e d  a b o u t
8 3 1 ,  a n d  two o f  h i s  s o n s ,  Muhammad a n d  f A i i ,  w e r e  b o t h
•
k e e n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m u s i c .
Muhammad i b n  Yahya  i b n  Abi  M an su r  was a  man " o f  
e l o q u e n c e  a n d  g o o d  e d u c a t i o n "  s a y s  t n e  F i h r i s t .  He " h a d  
a  k n o w l e d g e  o f  s i n g i n g  a n d  t h e  s t a r s " .  Among h i s  b o o k s  was
_... m | j
a  K i t a b  a k h b a r  a l - s h u ^ r a 1 ( S t o r i e s  o f  t h e  P o e t s ) . Ym
~ —   ? _ _  f C d ' f Y F )  j
f Aj.i i b n  Yahya i b n  Abi M a n s u r^ w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  no t e a
a s  a p o e t ,  m u s i c i a n ,  a n d  r e c i t e r  ( r a w i ) o f  v e r s e s  an d
s t o r i e s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  he  l e a r n t  f r o m  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i .
At f i r s t ,  he  a t t a c h e d  h i m s e l f  t c  M u h a m m a d  i b n  I s h a q  i b n  £
*  •
I b r a h i m  a l - M u s a f b i ,  t n e  G o v e r n o r  o f  F a r s ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  h e  
v u * a aa x /a aa a aa a4JUu a c c e p t e d  s e r v i c e  a t  tn e  c o u r t  o f  A l -  
M u t a w a k k a i  ( 8 4 7 )  an d  becam e  h i s  " b o o n  c o m p a n i o n " .  T h i s  
p o s i t i o n  h e  h e l d  u n d e r  s u c c e s s i v e  K h a l i f s  down to  t n e  t i m e  
o f  A l -M u f t a m i d  ( 8 7 0 ) .  - The F i h r i s t  s a y s , -  "He u s e d  to  s i t  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e i r  t h r o n e s  a n d  t h e y  w o u ld  i m p a r t  to  h im  
t h e i r  s e c r e t s " .  I b n  K h a l l i k a n  s a y s  t h a t  " h i s  s k i l l  l a y  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  v o c a l  m u s i c ,  w h ich  h a d  b e e n  t a u g h t  h im  by  
I s h a q  a l - M a u § i l i ,  w i t h  whom he  was  p s s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d " .  
Among h i s  b o o k s  w e r e  a  K i t a b  a l - s h u f a r a *  a l -q u d am a '*  wa1! -  
I s l a m i y y a  ( Book o f  P o e t s  A n c i e n t  a n d  I s l a m i c ) ,  a n d  a
K i t a b  a k h b a r  I s h a q  i b n  I b r a h i m  ( S t o r i e s  o f  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i
• -  ,   2**
H i s . t w o  s o n s ,  Y ahya  and  H a r u n ,  becam e f a m o u s  a u t h o r s . '
y ,  A l - F i h r i n t ,  ^  1 4 5 .
2^ A l - F j h r i s t ,  1 4 5 .  I b n  K h a l l i k a n ,  i i ,  5 1 2 .  G u i d i ,  5 0 0 .
Yahya i b n  f A i i  i b n  Yahya  i b n  Abi M an s u r  ( 8 5 6 - 9 1 2 )  was 
•  » «
,fbc< n  cg m p a n  i o n ” t o  A l - M u w a f f a q ,  t n e  b r o t h e r  o f  K h a l i f
A i -M ur t a m i d , ( 8 7 0 ) .  lie was  ttfBftsuuufe a l s o  a  l e a r n e d ,  m e t a p h y s i c i a n
o f  t h e  Muf t a z a i i  s c h o o l ,  an e x c e l l e n t  p o e t ,  an d  a g i f t e d  m u s i c -
—c a l  t h e o r i s t ,  w e a l  a c q u a i n t e d ^ b t n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  the
G r e e x s .   ̂ S p e c i m e n s  o f  p o e t r y  d e i iv ^ e d  by  h im b e f o r e  A l -M u c t a d i d
( 8 9 2 )  a n d  A l - M u k t a f i  ( 9 0 2 )  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  by  A l - M a s f u d i . ^
Among h i s  b o c s s  w e r e  a  K i t a b  a l —b a h i r  (Book o f  t h e
I l l u m i n a t i n g )  o n  s t o r i e s  o f  t n e  n a l f - c a s t e  p o e t s , ^  a n d  a Ifc
Kitaj-,  a l - n a g h a m  (3 c c  * on  t h e  N o t e s )  . ^  T h i s  i a t  Ler i s  quo t e d
by A l - I s f a n a n l  a s  an  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k .  The  B r i t i s h  Museum n a s
a  R i s a l a l^ ^ W -m u s i o i  ( T r e a t i s e  on M u s i c )  f r o m  h i s  p e n  w h i c h
may be i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  a  e v e  w o r k . ' *  A p p a r e n t l y  he  was
a l s o  t h e  a u t n c r  o f  a  t r e a t i s e  o n  s i n g i n g  a s  w e l l .  3̂ *
f A l i  i b n  H a r u n  i b n  fAlI i b n  Yahya i b n  Abi M ansu r
•  •
( 8 9 0 - 9 6 5 ) ,  a  nephew o f  tn e  p r e c e d i n g ,  was ”a  r e c i t e r  o f
p o e t r y  a n d  a  p o e t ;  l e a r n e d ,  w i i t y ,  a  m e t a p h y s i c i a n ,  a n d  a
r e l i g i o u s  w r b t e r  ( h i b r a *  ) ” . He was  X ”b o o n  c o m p a n i o n ” to
a  num ber  c f  t n e  k h a l i f  s ,  an d  he  w r o t e  a  m u s i c a l  w ork
e n t i t l e d , -  K i t a t  f i * l - f a r q  b a i n  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d l
wa I s h a q  al-Mausili f i 51 - g n i n a *  ( T r e a t i s e  o n  t n e  L if t e r e n c e  
•  •
b e t w e e n  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i  an d  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  i n  t h e
S ong  ) . 5*
y ,  A l - M a s f u d i ,  v i i i ,  2 0 6 , 2 2 2 , 2 5 8 .  
y  Al, - iTi h r i s t ,  1 4 5 .
y  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  2 6 .  A l - K a m i l , v i i i ,  6 7 .
4/. O r , 2 6 1 ,  f c l  v .
yy  A p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum MS. r u n s , -  ”We n a v e  m e n t i o n -  
'  - e d  i n  o u r  b o c k  b e f o r e  t h i s ,  t n e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t n e  s i n g e r j 
an d  w h a t  s o r t  o f  man n e  m u s t  b e ,  a n d  we h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  
w n a t  i s  r e q u i s i t e  i n  h im  f o r  t h a t ” .
Z / A I - F i n r i s t ,  1 4 4 .
H a r u n  i b n  r A l i  i b n  Haruxx i b n  Yarxya i b n  Abi Max s u r• *
was ’’a  p o e t  an d  l e a r n e d  m an ,  p r e - e m i n e n t  i n  d i s c o u r s e ,  a n d
Tne f a m i l y  o f  T a h i r ,  w h i c h  f u r n i s h e d  g e n e r a l s , . p r e f e c t s ,  
g o v e r n o r s ,  a n d  s t a t e s m e n  f o r  t h e  K h a l i f a t e ,  w e r e  a l l  k e e n  
p a t r o n s  o f  m u s i c ,  and  many o f  them  c l e v e r  m u s i c i a n s .  The 
The g r e a t  T a h i r  was  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  T a h i r . i d  d y n a s t y  ( 8 2 0 ) /  
a n d  h i s  -son f A b d a l n a h  i b n  T a h i r  ( 1 . 8 4 4 )  was  n o t  o n l y  a n  o p e n  
- n a n d e d  s u p p o r t e r  o f  m u s i c , ^  b u t  a  c l e v e r  p e r f o r m e r ,  wno s a n g  
h i s  own c o m p o s i t i o n s  b e f o r e  A l—MaJmun, H i s  two s o n s ,  Muhammad 
a n d  fU b a i d a i i a h  w e r e  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s t s  f o r  t h e  a r t .  /
f U b a i d a i I a h  i b n  r A b d a l^a t i  i b n  T a h i r  ( d . c a . 9 1 2 )  was a  
” bOon c o m p a n i o n ” o f  A l -M uf t a d i d  ( 8 9 2 )  a n d  A l - M u k t a f i  ( 9 0 2 ) ,  
a n d  was  Commander o f  t n e  P o l i c e  G u a r d s  a t  B a g h d a d .  H i s  l i f e  
i s  g i v e n  by  A l - I s f a h a n i , ^  w h e r e  h e  i s  c o u n t e d  smiiLBiVMisiAa 
\ ( A a j u u j u j u a « » a ^ ^  a s  ’ t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  m u s i c ” . ^  
H i s  book^ t h e  K i t a b  f l * l - n a g h a ^  v l ^ f t f a l a l  a l - a g n a n l  a l -  
m usamma (B ook  on  t h e  N o t e s  a n d  t h e  D e n o m i n a t e d  S o n g s ) ,  ^  
i s  p l a c e d  among t h e  c n e f s  d ' o e u v r e  o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  
p r a c t i c a l  s c i e n c e  o f  m u s i c  o f  th e  d a y . ^  we r e a d  o f  h im  a n d  
t h e  s o n s  o f  Hamdun h a v i n g  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  f A b d a l i a n  i b n  
a l - M u r t a z z  (who was a l s o  ”c l e v e r  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  a n d  a r t  o f  
m u s i c ” ) on  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  n o t e s  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  s o n g .  /  
M a n s u r  i b n  T a l p a  i b n  ! f a h i r ,  a c o u s i n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g ,
was  a l s o  a m u s i c a l  t h e o r i s t ,  a n d  t n e  a u t h o r  c f  a  K i t a f r  i q u h i s
f i ^ l - m u s i q i  q i r a ’ aX, a l - K i n d i  (C om pan ion  Book on  M u s ic  i n  t h e  
R e a d i n g  o f  A l - K i n d l )
y  A l - F i h r i s t ,  1 4 4 .  y ,  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  x i v ,  5 5 ,
Zy A l - M a s fu d l ,  v i i ,  5 4 7 - 8 .  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  4 4 - 4 6 .
T n a t  i s  to  s a y ,  t h e  ’’m a t h e m a t i c s  o f  m u s i c ” . P h i l o s o p h y  
( f a l s a f a )  w i t h  t h e  A r a b s ,  i n c l u d e d  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  l o g i c ,  
m s d i c i n e ,  a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .
§ £  A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  45  §4 A l - I s f  an  an I, v i i i ,  5 4 .
7/. A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i x ,  1 4 1 .  © .  A l - F l h r l e t ,  1 1 7 .
c q u a i n t e d  t h  s i n g i n g ” . He was,  t n e  a u t n c r  o f  a  
n a n i  (B ook  o f  C h o i c e  S o n g s ) . ^
i  t a
I b n  K h u r d a d h b i i ^  o r  A b u > I - Q a s im  r U b a i d a l I a h  i b n  f A b d a l l a h
i b n  K h u r d a d h b i h ^ *  was c f  P e r s i a n  o r i g i n ,  n i s  g r a n d f a t h e r
b e i n g  a  M a g ia n  c o n v e r t e d  to  I s l a m  by t i i e  B a r m a k i d s .  H i s
f a t n e r  was  g o v e r n o r  o f  T a b a r i s t a n ,  b u t  r U b a i d a l I a h  was  wfa*.
e d u c a t e d  i n  B a g h d a d ,  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  i n  m u s i c  a n d  b e l l e s
• l e t t r e s  by I s £ a q  a l - M a u s i l i .  He was D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  p o s t s
i n  t a  A l - J i b a l  ( ?  A l - f I r a q ) ,  and  was  a t  S a m a r r a  b e t w e e n
8 4 ^  a n d  8 4 8 ,  when he  w r o t e  h i s  f a m o u s  K i t a b  a l - m a s a i l k  uuuuau
wa7I - m a m a l i k (B ook  o f  R o a d s  & P r o v i n c e s ) .  He a f t e r w a r d s
became ’’b o o n  c o m p a n i o n ” to  A l -M u f t a m i d  ( 8 7 0 ) ,  a n d  ”was
i n t i m a t e  w i t h  h i m ” . I t  was b e f o r e  t h i s  K h a l i f  t h a t  he  g a v e
h i s  w e l l - k n o w n  o r a t i o n  on  m u s i c ,  m c h ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  by
A l - M a s fu d i ,  g i v e s  u s  d e t a i l s  c f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  o f
A r a b i a n  m u s i c .  Among h i s  o t h e r  b o o k s  w e r e  a K i t a b  a d a b  a i -
Jiama^ (B o o k  o f  L i b e r a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  M u s i c ) ,  K i t a b  a l - l a h w
wa1l - m a l a h i  (Book o f  D i v e r s i o n  & M u s i c a l  I n s t r u m e n t s ) ,  &
a  K i t a b  a i - n u a a m a ^  w a ^ l - . j u l a s a 1 (B ook  o f  Boon C o m p a n io n s
a n d  A s s o c i a t e s ) .  O n ly  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t h e s e  w o r k s  h a s  b e e n
p r e s e r v e d  t o d a y ,  a n d  a  s o l i t a r y  e x e m p l a r  i s  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y
o f  H a b i b  A f a n d i  a l - Z a y y a t  c f  A l e x a n d r i a . ^  /
C,
Abu’ l - O a s i m  cA bbas  i b n  F i r n a s ,  who i s  i d e n t i f i e d
2/
t h e  p o e t  o f  t h a t  name who d i e d  i n  8 8 8 , / '  was  a man o f  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t a i n m e n t s  i n  a r t ,  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  l i t e r a t u r e .
He i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  b e i n g  t h e  ’’f i r s t  who t a u g h t  t h e  s c i e n c e
o f  m u s i c  i n  A l - A n d a l u s ” , and th e  f i r s t  to  i n t r o d u c e  t h e
— 5/
s c i e n c e  o f  p r o s o d y  a s  l a i d  down by  A l - k ' h a l i l .  ‘
y* ^ e  F i h r l s t  h a s  Ahmad i n s t e a d  o f  f A b d a i l a h .
Mj A l - F i h r i s t .  1 4 9 .  R a j j l  K h a l i f a ,  v ,  5 0 9  ( c a l l e d  K h u r d a d b i h ) ,  
' t e  G o e i e*" B i b l . G e o g , A r a b . , v i » P r e f a c e .  A l - H i l a l , x x v i i i ^
4 .
2/. A l - M a q q a r i ,  M o n . S y n . ,  i ,  4 2 6 .
A l - M a q q a r i ,  M oh .D yn . , i ,  1 4 8 .
The f a m i l y  o f  Hamdun w e r e  n o t e d  ‘’b e e n  c o m p a n i o n ^  t o
t h e  K h a l i f  s .  The f i r s t  c f  them was  Ham dun  i b n  I s m a r i l  i b n
*>
D avu d  a l - K a t i b ,  who was a  p u p i l  o f  M u:cha r iq  i n  m u s i c ,  a n d  
a  g r e a t  a d m i r e r  %6 f  t h e  s o n g s t r e s s ^ S h a r i y a . ^  H i s  t h r e e  s o n s  
w e r e  w e l j  known a t  t h e  c o u r t s  f o r  t h e i r  l i t e r a r y  a n d  
m u s i c a l  t a l e n t s .  Ahmad i b n  Hamdun was a  c h r o n i c l e r  o f  s t o r i e s  
a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  "a K i t a b  a l - n u d a m a* w a ^ l - . j u l a s a 1 (Book 
Boon C o m p an io n s  & A s s o c i a t e s ) . ^  Abu’ l - ' U b a ^  i b n  Hamdun 
a n d  A b u * l - f Anbas  i b n  Hamdun w e r e  m u s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  c c u r t  o f  
A l - M u t a w a k k a l  ( 8 4 7 ) .  The f a m i l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  R o m a n t i c  
S c h o o l  o f  P r i n c e  I b r a h i m  i b n  a l - M a h d i . ^
A l - H a s a n  i b n  Musa a l - N a s i b i  w as  t h e  a u t h o r  c f  two 
m u s i c a l  w o r k s ,  a  K i t a b  a l - a g h a n i  f a l a 7  - r u f  (Book o f  S o n g s  
i n  A l p h a b e t i c a l  O r d e r ) ,  a n d  a K i t a b  m u . j a r r a d a t  a l -  
m ughan n i y i n  (Book o f  t h e  ^ S i n g e r s V C h o s e n ) . The f o r m e r  b o c k  
was w r i t t e n  f o r  A l - M u t a w a k k a l ,  and  i t  i s  p r a i s e d  i n  t h e  
F i n r i s t  b e c a u s e  i t  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s o n g s  w n i c h  
h a d  n o t  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  by  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  n o r  by  f Amr i b n  
B a n a .  I t  g a v e  tn e  nam es  o f  th e  s i n g e r s  b o t h  m a le  & f e m a l e  
i n  t h e  D ays  o f  I d o l a t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  I s l a m i c  t i m e s . ^
Hammad i b n  I s h a q  a l - M a u s i l i  was  t h e  s o n  a n d  g r a n d s o n  
c f  two o f  t n e  m o s t  f a m o u s  m u s i c i a n s  i n  I s l a m .  He w as  a  
p u p i l  a n d  d i s c i p l e  o f  Abu fU b a i d a  a n d  A l - A s m a fI ,  and  s t u d i e d  
m u s i c  u n d e r  h i s  f a t h e r ,  who a l s o  t a u g h t  h im  t n e  s c i e n c e s .  
A l - S u l l  s a y s , -  ”He was  a  l e a r n e d  t r a d i t i o n i s t  and  s n a r e d  w i t h  
h i s  f a t h e r  much  o f  h i s  ( a b i l i t y  i n )  m u s i c ” . He w r o t e  a
A l - I s f a h a n i ,  v i i i ,  1 6 8 .  i x ,  5 5 .  x i v ,  111. 
y % A l - F l h r i s t ,  1 4 4 .  M/. A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  x i i ,  5 .  x x ,  1 0 - 1 1 .
4/, A l - I s f  a h a n i ,  i x ,  5 5 .
5 /  Al- F i h r i s t ,  145.
5- /D .
num ber  c f  b e c k s ,  m o s t l y  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  t h e  p o e t t  Vumajla
A l - M a d i n i / o r  Abu Ayyub S u l a i m a n  i b n  Ayyub i b n  Munammad 
a l - M a d i n i ,  b e l o n g e d ,  a s  h i s  name t e l l s  u s ,  t o  A l - M e d i n a .  
A c c o r d i n g  t h e  t h e  P i n r i s ^ t ,  he  was  !,o n e  o f  tne  i n g e n i o u s l y
l e a r n e d ,  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  s i n g i n g  an d  w i t n  the  s t o r i e s  o f  t n e  
s i n g e r s 11. Among h i s  b o o k s  w e r e , -  K i t a b  a k h b a r  f Azz a  a l - M ai la*1 
( S t o r i e s  o f  f A zza  a l - M a i l a ’ ) ,  .( i t a b  I b n  Mi s.j a h  ( bog* o f  I b n
A ,  _  _ _
M i s j a h ) ^  K i t a b  q i y a n  a l - n i j a z  (B ook  o f  t h e  S i n g i n g - G i r l s  o f  
A l - H i j a z ) , K i t a b  q i y a n  Ma k k a  (Book o f  tn e  S i n g i n g - G i r l s  o f  
M e c c a ) ,  K i t a b  t a b a q a t  a l - m u g h a n n i y l n  (B .  o f  t h e  R a n k s  o f  t n e  
S i n g e r s ) ,  K i t a b  a l - n agnam iwa, l - i q a c (Book o f  t n e  h c t e s  & 
R h y t h m ) ,  K i t a b  a l - m u n a d i m l n  (Book o f  Boon C o m p a n i o n s ) ,
K i t a b  a k h b a r  I bn  f A l i s h a  ( S t o r i e s  o f  I b n  r A ' i s h a ) ,  Ki t a b
a k h b a r  H u n a i n  a l - H i r i  ( S t o r i e s  o f  H u n a i n  a l - H i r i ) ,  K i t a b ,
" • * __ _  2 , /
I b n  S u r a i j  (Book c f  I b n  S u r a i j ) ,  a n d  a K i t a b  A l -G h a r i d
I b n  T a r k h a n ,  o r  Abu’ l - H a s a n  r A l i  i b n  ifl&kHasan, was  a  
g o o d  s i n g e r  a n d  l i t t e r a t e u r ,  and  among h i s  b o o k s  was  o n e  
e n t i t l e d  t h e  Ki  t a b  a k h b a r  a l  -mugrnan n i y  i  n a l -  t u n b u r  i y y  I n  
(Book  o f  S t o r i e s  c f  t n e  S i n g e r s  o f  t h e  T u n b u r i s t s ) . ^
A l - D u b b i J ^ o r A b u ^ l - T a y y i b  Muhammad i b n  a l - M u f a d d a l  i b n  
S a l a m a  a l - D u b b i ,  was  an e m i n e n t  S h a f  i  ct  doc  t o r  o f  B a g h d a d  a n d  
a r e n o w n e d  p h i l o l o g i s t . who h a d  s t u d i e d  u n d e r
I b n  a l - A f r a b i ,  who h a d  b e e n  a  p u p i l  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .  Among h i s  
w o r k s  i s  a  K i t a b  a l - f u d  w a H - m a l a n l  (Book o n  t h e  L u t e  a n d  
M u s i c a l  I n s t r u m e n t s ) ,  a  s o l i t a r y  e x e m p l a r  o f  w h i c h  i s  
p r e s e r v e d  a t  C a i r o . ^
y_ A l - F i n r i s t , 1 4 2 - 5 .  A l - I s f a h a n i  ( S e e  G u i d i ,  5 0 7 ) ,  
y*  A l - F i h r i s t ,  1 4 8 .  
y  i  s t , 1 5 6 .
y  A l - H i l a ' l ,  x x v i i i ,  2 1 4 .  I b n  K h al l ik an ,  i i ,  6 1 0 .
. r  h . ■
One c f  t n e  f e a t u r e s  o f  m e  p e r i o d  was  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
c f  t h e  G r e e k  S c h o l i a s t s  to t n e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a r t .  F o l l o w i n g  
i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  s c h o l a r s  c f  t h e  B a i t  a l - h i k m a ,  
t h e  Banu M u sa ,  a n d  A l - K i n d i ,  t h e r e  came A i - S a r a k h s i ,
T h a  b i t  i b n  Q u r r a ,  Q u s t a  i b n  L u q a ,  Muhammad i b n  Z a k a r i y y a  
a i - R a z i ,  an d  A l - F a r a b i .
A l - S a r a k h s i  ( d . 8 9 9 )  o r  Ahmad i b n  Muhammad i b n  Marwan
*  «  '
a**-”*’ a i  a. h *> i , /  i i ^ v  c s l j . 0 j. Ahmad i o n  a x —T a y y i b ^  was  t n e  
g r e a t e s t  p u p i l  o f  A l- K i n d i  a n d  was  known a s  T i l m i d h  a l - K i n d i  
( P u p i l  o f  A l - K i n d i ) .  He was  b o r n  a t  S a r a k h s  i n  K h u r a s a n ,  
and  bQoaine t u t o r  t c  t n e  s o n  o f  A l - M u w a f f a q ,  i i o  a f t e r w a r d s  
became n a i i f  A1-mu f t a d  i d  ( 8 9 2 ) ,  wno made  h im  a  member o f  
h i s  s u i t e  a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  W e i g h t s  a n d  M e a s u r e s  i n  B a g h d a d .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  c h o l e r  o f  th e  K h a i i f  was  a r o u s e d  a g a i n s t  
Joint on a c c o u n t  o f  a  s e c r e t  h a v i n g  b e e n  b©tfea^?yed, a n d  h e  
was put to d e a th ,  h i s  proper t y ' v a l u e d  a t  1 5 0 , OOo p i e c e s  o f  
s i l v e r  b e i n g  c c n f i s e a t e d .  A l - S a r a k h s i ,  l i k e  h i s  m a s t e r  
Al—K i n d i ,  was l e a r n e d  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s ^  i n c l u d i n g  
m a t h e m a t i c s ,  l o g i c ,  a s t r o n o m y ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  and  m u s i c ,  a n d  
he  £ e f t  m o re  t h a n  t h i r t y  p o r k s  o n  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .  Among 
h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r k s  on  m u s i c  w e r e ,  a  K i t a b  a l - m a d k h a l  i l a
'  V M B M t  • >- * a»-3sj • t -  ■:   a  - - , - j
Ti l m  a l - m u s i q i  ( I n t r o d u c t i o n  to t h e  S c i e n c e  o f  M u s i c ) ,
K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i  a l - k a b i r  ( G r a n d  Book o n  M u s i c ) ,  K i t a b  a l —
m u s i q i  a l - s a g n i r  ( l e s s e r  Book on  M u s i c ) .  U n l i k e  a  number
o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  w r i t e r s  o n  m u s i c  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  ne was
tk e e n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t n e  p r a c t i c a l  s i d e  o f  th e  a r t ,  a s  we
a r e  t o l d  by A l - I s f a n a n i ,  and  he  p e n n e d  s u c h  ^ o r k s  a s , -
Ki t a b  a l - I a n w w a * l - m a l a h i  f i » l - g h i n a } w a ^ l - m u g h a n n i v i n . , „#i. %
(Book  o f  J o y t  a n d  D i v e r s i o n  i n  th e  Song a n d  t j i e  S i n g e r s ] ) , ( V r .
__ _ _ _  ~ ^  
a  K i t a b  nua ja t  a l - m Q f a k k i r  a l —s a h i  f  i 11 —m u g h a n n i y i n  waa 1 -  ^
g h i n a* wa’ l - ^ a l a h l  ( D i v e r s i o n  f o r  t h e  P e r p l e x e d ^
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  S i n g e r s ,  t n e  S o n g ,  arid M u s i c a l  I n s t r u m e n t s ) ,
a n d  a  K i t a b  a l - a a l a l a t  f a l a  a s r a r  a l - g h i n a *  ( G u i d a n c e  i n-  -  ^
t h e  s o o r e t s  o f  S i n g i n g ) .  z *
J/m' C c l l a n g e t t e s  ( 1 8 2 )  a n d ' R o u a n e t  ( L a v i g n a c ,  v ,  2679  - w r i t e  
S a r s h a r d h T .
A r r e s t e d  8 9 6 ,  he  l a n g u i s h e d  i n  p r i s o n  u n t i l  8 9 9 .
y* A l - F j h r i s t .  1 4 9 ,  2 6 1 .  I b n  Abi U s a i b i ^ a ,  [ 2 1 4 .
A l - M a s fu ' i i ,  v i i i ,  1 7 9 .  A l - I s f a h a n I ,  v i i i ,  5 4 .  x i x , 1 5 6 *  
C a s i r i ,  i ,  4 0 6 .  A h l w a r d t ,  V e r z . . h o m 5 5 5 6 , ( 2 ) .
T n a b i t  i b n  Q u r r a  Abu,’ 1 - H a s a n  ( 8 5 6 - 9 0 1 )  was a S a b i a n  o f
H a r r a n  i n  M e s o p o t a m i a ,  tie w as  o n e  o f  t n e  m o s t  " b r i l - i a n t  o f
t h e  s c h o l a r s  o f  n i s  d a y  who s t u d i e d  t h e  ’’e x a c t  s c i e n c e s ”
i n c l u d i n g -  m u s i c ,  o w in g  to h i s  r a t i o n a l i s m  he  was p e r s e c u t e d ,
*
a n d  f i n a l l y  was  d r i v e n  i n t o  r e t i r e m e n t  a t  K a f a r t u t h a .  H e r e  
he  m e t  Muhammad i b n  Musa i b n  S h a k i r ,  who b r o u g h t  h im  t c  t&t*at
B a g h d a d , ^  w h e re  he  was  e n a b l e d  
t o  d e v o t e  h i m s e l f  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y „ He becam e t n e  
g r e a t e s t  m a t h e m a t i c i a n  o f  tn e  a g e ,  a n d  was t h e  f i r s t  to  
a p p l y  a l g e & r a  t c  g e o m e t r y .  Among n i s  m u s i c  b o c k s  w e r e  t h e
j t e .  _  _  _  _  _
f o l l o w i n g , - ? *  K i t a b  f i  f i l m  a l - m u s i q i  ( b . o n  t h e  S c i e n c e  o f
r M u s i c ) ,  l l a a a l a  f  i  * 1—m u s i  q l  ( D i s c o u r s e  on  M u s i c ) an d  a  
K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i  (Book o f  M u s i c ) .  H a j j i  n h a l i f a  m e n t i o n s  a 
work  e n t i t l e d  K i t a b  f i 1l - m u s l q i  i n  f i f t e e n  s e c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  may 
be i d e n t i c a l  w i t n  t h e  l a s t  n am ed .  / e n e s e  w c r c s  w e re  known 
to  t n e  p r a c t i c a l  m u s i c i a n s  o f  t n e  d a y . ^ *
Q u s t a  i b n  Luqa  a l - B a cI b a k i  ( d . 9 3 2 )  was a  C h r i s t i a n  c f  
3 a f l b a k  i n  S y r i a ,  ”who g r e a t l y  e x c e l l e d  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  
m e d i c i n e ,  p n i l c g o p h y ,  g e o m e t r y ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  n u m e r a l s ,  a n d  
m u s i c ” , a n d  w a s  t h e  a u t h d r  c f  o r i g i n a l  w o r k s  on  t h e s e  
s c i e n c e s ,  C a s i r i  m e n t i o n s  a  L i b e r  de  iqu s i c a  by  h i m ,  w n i c h ,  
i n  t n e  A r a b i c  t e x t  i s  a K i t a b  a l - q a r a s t u n ,  a n d  c o n c e r n s  
m e c n a n i c s , ^  H i s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  f r o m  t n e  G r e e k  w e r e  c f  
i n e s t i m a b l e  v a l u e  t o  s u c c e e d i n g  ge d e r a t i o n s  .7*
Abu B a k r  Muhammad i b n  Z a k a r i y y a  a l - R a z i  ( d , 9 2 3 )  was
_





He i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  h i m  t o  K n a l i f  A l - M u f t a £ i d  
( 8 9 2 ) ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  an e r r o r ,  s i n c e  M u n a m m a d  d i e d  i n
8 7 • (39o- / . j
A l - F i h r i s t ,  i ,  2 7 2 .  C a s i r i ,  i,/l«Sfci . _ I b n  X h a l l i k a n ,  i ,  2 8 8 .  
I b n  Abl U s a i b i ^ a ,  i ,  2 1 ^ .  r l a j j l  n h a l l f a ,  v ,  1 6 1 .
A l - I s f a n a n l , ' v i i i ,  6 4 .  ‘ . W
See  D o z y ,  S u p p I .  P i e t .  A r a b e s . C f .W u s t e n f o l d ,  S e s c h . d e r  
a r a b .  A e r z .te  u r ha t u r f c r s o h e r ^  5 0 .  i . e c l e r c ,  i ,  1 5 9 .








. t n a t  A l - R a z i  was  a  p r a c t i o a i  m u s i c i a n  wnc ?,i n  h i s  y o u t h  p l a y e d
on  t n e  l u t e  ( f u d )  an d  c u l t i v a t e d  v o c a l  m u s i c ” , I n  h i s
t w e n t i e  i n  y e a r  n o w e v e r ,  n e r  f o r s o o k  t n e s e  t n i n g s  a n d  came to
B ag h d a d  t c  s t u d y  t h e  s c i e n c e s .  H e r e ,  he  became t n e  p u p i l
c t  f A l i  i b n  a h l  i b n  f la b b a n ,  t n e  p e r s o n a l  p h y s i c i a n  tc
Al—Muf t a s i m  ( 8 3 1 ) .  L a t e r , A l - R a z i  becam e D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
B ag h d a d  H o s p i t a l ,  a n d  was  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  m e d i c a l
a u t h o r i t y  o f  h i s  t i m e .  F d r  c e n t u r i e s  h i s  w c r x s  w e r e  t n e
t e x t b o o k s  f o r  E u r o p e a n  d o c t o r s ,  F i n a l l y ,  he  r o s e  t o  be  a
c o u r t  d i g n i t a r y  w i t h  t h e  S a m a n id  p r i n c e  A l - M a n s u r  i b n  I s h a q ,
*  3 ^
t o  whom He d e d i c a t e d  h i s  g r e a t  m e d i c a l  t r e a t i s e  t n e  M a n s u r l .  '  
A l t h o u g h  K i e s e w e t t e r  s a y s  t h a t  ne  l e f t  no w o r k s  o n  m u s i c , S ’ 
I . e c l e r c ,  t n e  m e d i c a l  h i s t o r i a n  m e n t i o n s  a  ^Compendium on  
M u s i c ” . / *  T h i s  p r o b a b l y  r e f e r s  to  t n e  k j t a y / a l  m u s l q i  (B o ck  
o f  M u s i c )  m e n t i o n e d  by  I b n  Abi U ^ a i b i r a . ^  Tne w o r k s  
i n  t n e  P a r i s  B i b l i o C h e q u e R a t i o n a l e h a v e  b e e n  w r o n g l y  
a t t r i b u t e d  to  A I - R a z I y *
A l - F a r a b i  k 8 7 0 - 9 5 0 ? )  o r  Abu I f a s r  Muhammad i b n  T a r c h a n  
was  o f  T u r k i s h  o r i g i n ,  and  was  b o r n  a t  F a r a b  i n  T r a n s o x i a n a .  
Coming to  B a g h d a d ,  he  s t u d i e d  p h i l o s o p h y  u n d e r  Abu B i s n r  
M a t t a  i b n  Y u n i s ,  and  l a t e r  w e n t  t c  H a r r a n  to  p r o s e c u t e  s t u d i e s  
u n d e r  Y uh an n a  i b n  K h a i l a n .  H a v i n g  m a s t e r e d  a l l  t n e  s c i e n c e s  
o f  t n e  G r e e k s ,  he  s o o n  s u r p a s s e d  M l  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . ^
We a r e  t o l d  t n a t  he  was ”a  p e r f e c t  a n d  e r u d i t e  m u s i c i a n ” , ^  
a n d  ”an  e x c e l l e n t  p e r f o r m e r  o n  t n e  l u t e  ( fu d ) ” J /*  H i s  fame  
i n  m u s i c  l e d  S a i f  a l - D a u l a  t n e  Ham dan i d  \ a a a a a a a a a a a a a *  w
VA* 5 » l - F i d a \  A n n a l e s  I ° S i S S U *  
y  i e o j  e r o , X ,  3 S S  . V -H n  G h a i b l ,  S h a r h ^ a i . - a d » a r . 
y  I b n  ATjI U s a i b i r a ,  i ,  SgSW3u»<a. U ^ F l t o i s t , 2 9 ^
iya Cf i  C o l l a n g e t t e s ,  3 8 4 .  L a v i g n a c - f s  E n o y .  de  l a  m u s i q u e ,  v , 
S e e  my a r t i c l e  Some M u s i c a l  MSS I d e n t i f i e d ,  J . S . A , S .  
J a n . ,  1 9 2 6 ,
0 /  I t  i s  a l l e g e d  m a t  h e  was  e d u c a t e d  I n  A l - A n d a l u s  ( S e e  
'  S o r i a n c - F u e r t e s , ^ 2 . J  F . S a l v a d o r  D a n i e l ,  1 4 5 )  b u t  t h i s
i s  p r o b a b l y  e r r o n e o u s .  A n o t h e r  w r i t e r  a c t u a l l y  m a c e s  
n im  a  S p a n i s h  A ra b  ( S a l d c n i ,  D i c c i o n a r i o  . . ^ d e , m u s i c c  s 
e s p a n c l e s ) ,  w h i l s t  L i c h t e n t h a l ,  D i z .  e Bi b .  d.Mu s . j
a n d  S . m . T a g o r e  ( U n i v e r s a l  H i s t o r y  o f  Musi c  ? 1 p i ) ma k e ^  
h im  a  k h a l i f .
i n v i t e  n im  tc  A l e p p o .  H e r e  t n e  g r e a t  p n i l c s o p n e r  a n d  m u s ic  
t n e o r i s t  a t t r a c t e d  p u p i l s  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s ,  wno t n r o n g e d  to  
n i s  l e c t u r e s  w n i c n  w e re  h e l d  i n  t n e  d e i i g n t f u l  g a r d e n s  on  
t n e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  t n e  t o w n .  He w r o t e  on  l o g i c ,  n fn i rfctti
e t n i c s ,  p o l i t i c s ,  m a th e m a t i c s ,  a l c n e m y ,  p n i l o s o p n y ,  a n d  m u s i c .  
Many c f  t n e s e  w o r k s ,  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  L a t i n ,  n a d  an  immense  
i n f l u e n c e  o n  E u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e  d u r i n g  t n e  M i d d l e  A g e s .  He 
Has b e e n  c a l l e d  "Tne  g r e a t e s t  p n i l c s c p n e r  t n e  A r a b s  e v e r  
p r o d u c e d ” ,"Hmd tne ”O r p n e u s  c f  A r a b i a ”
Among n i s  m u s i c a l  w r i t i n g s  w e r e , -  t n e  K i t a b  a l - m u s i g i
-  -  C?)
a l - k a b i r  ( G r a n d  Book on  M u s i c ) ,  K a l a m f i H - m u s i q a
( C o n v e r s a t i o n s  on  MusicK)AM£tiift$0UiJ^^  k i t a b  , f i  i n s a *  a l -  *
• •
i q a f (B o o k  on  t n e  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  R h y t h m ) ,  K i t a b  f i 1! -  
n u q r a  ( n u q l a j  i q u d a f #  i l a  a l —i q a c ( ( S u p p l e m e n t a r y  E n q u i r y  
C o n c e r n i n g  R h y t h m ) ,  S n a r h  ; ^ i t a b  a l - s a m a c a l - t a b i r i
*—  "■ ' ii‘ #
( C o m m en ta ry  on t n e  N a t u r e  o f  S o u n d ) ,  |Mb S h a r h  k i t a b  a l —sam a£
__ XC J  _
w a * l - f a i a m  (C o m m en ta ry  o n  SounB. a n d ) , a n d  a  K i t a b  a l -  
s a m a r a l - t a b i r i  ( Book o n  t n e  N a t u r e  o f  S o u n d ) .
Tne K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i  a l - k a b i r  w h i c h  was w r i t t e n  f o r  t n e
w a z i r  Abu J a ' f a r  Muhaimnad i b n  a i - Q a s i m j ,  i s  t n e  m o s t ----------------- _
i m p o r t a n t  t r e a t i s e  on t n e  t n e c r y  o f  o r i e n t a l  m u s i c ” . ^ * T n r e e  
c o p i e s  o f  t n i s  v a l u a b l e  w ork
n a v e  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  a t  M a d r i d ,  L e y d e n ,  a n d  M ^ l a n .  Tne M a d r i d  
c o p y ,  w n i c n  d a t e s  p r i o r  t c  1 1 3 8 ,  was p r o b a b l y  made f o r t n e  
c e l e b r a t e d  I b n  B a j j a  ( A v e n p a c e ) ,  and  i t  b e a r s  t n e  t i t i e
    _  -<rfi
K i t a b  i s t u q i s a t  r i i m  a l - m u s i q i  ( I ujuajlaajuajuuuuxm .
t n e  S c i e n c e  o f  M u s i c >.9^  T he  M i l a n  c o p y  d a t e s  f r o m  1 5 4 9 , ^
y % I b n  K n a l l i k a n ,  i i i ,  1 4 6 .  S t e i n s c n n e i d . e r ,  AI - F a r a b i ,  >9.
y  y 1. 7 . SJL.a m » -2Z T / .
y  erenbourg,  aM-crnx̂ n â̂ d a. /6~. fyta^n^c. r ,
y  R o b i e s ,  C a t a l o g s ,  No. 6 0 2 .  C a s i r i ,  N o . 9 0 6 .
No. 2 9 8 .  B i b l i c t e c a  I t a l i a n s .  T . x c i v .  C f . * i e e w e t t e r , v i i i .
a n d  t n e  .Leyden c o p y  f r o m  J.ooV ( c o p i e d  f r o m  on© d a t e d  1 0 8 9 ) , / ^  
a n d  b o t n  b e a r  t h e  t i t l e  o f  K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i .
Tne t r e a t i s e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two p a r t s ,  ( I )  An I n t r o d u c t i o n
to  t n e  A r t  o f  M u s ic  ( a l - m a d :<hal i * l - s i n a f a ) a n d  ( 2 )  On t n e
A r t  o f  M u s ic  I t s e l f  ( a l - s i n a f a \  n a f s i h a ) ,  w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h
Sound  ( s a u  t ) .  I n t e r v a l s  ( a b ^ f a d ) ,  G e n r e s  ( a . j n a s ) « S y s t e m s
( j u m u f ) , M u s i c a l  I n s t r u m e n t s  ( a l a t j .  a n d  tne  P r i n c i p l e s  o f
C o m p o s i t i o n  ( _ t a * l i f ) .  i n c l u d i n g  M e l o d i c  6 o n s t r u c t i o n
( i n t i q a i a t ) a n d  Rhythm ( i g a c ) .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  w o rk ,
b o t h  i n  t e x t  a n d  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  by  i c s e g a r t e n
i n  h i s  A l i i  I s p a h a n e n s i s  L i b e r  C a n t i l e n a r u a  Magnu s  ( 1 8 4 0 - 4 5 ? ) ,
a n d  h i s  U e b e r  d i e  s e n e n n u n g  e i n l g e r  Bunde a u f  dem G r i f f b r e t e
der,  Arab  i s o h en  L a u t e ( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  S o r i a n o  F u e r t e s 1 i f lu s ic a  A rabe
E s p a n o l a  y  C o n e x l o n  de  l a  m u s i c a  c o n  l a  a s t r o n o m i a .  m e d i c i n a
y  a r q u i t e c t u r a  ( 1 8 5 4 ) ,  a n d  LandS  R e o n e r c h e s  s u r  I d n i s t p i r e
de  l a  gam.me a r a b e  ( 1 8 8 ^ ) , ^
A l -  a r a c  ttAAAJUAiuUA a r c  t e  a  s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  to  n i t :  *
K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i ,  w n i c h  h a s  n o t  come down t o  u s .  I t
c o m p r i s e d  f o u r  nUUJUUUJUUU* j n a p t e r s  ( r g a g a l a t ) ,  a n d  i n  i t
h e  s a y s , -  !’I  h a v e  com m ented  o n  w h a t  was o b s c u r e ,  i n  t h e i r
s a y i n g s  ( t n e  a n c i e n t  G r e e k s ) ,  a n d  I  h a v e  e x a m i n e d  t h e
o p i n i o n  o f  on e  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  c f  t h o s e  whom we knew a s
n o l d i n g  an o p i n i o n  w h i c h  was s e t  down i n  a  b o o k .  And I  n a v e
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  w h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  a t t a i n e d , . . . . i n
t h i s  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  I  h a v e  r e c t i f i e d  t h e  e r r o r s  o f  t n o s e  wno
n a v e  f a l l e n  i n t o  e r r o r ’*. I n  s h o r t ,  i t  w as  a  c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w
%/a
o f  t n e  t h e o r y  o f  t n e  G r e e k s 7 ° a s  w e l l  p e r n a p s ,  a s  t n a t  o f  t h e
y
e a r l i e r  A r a b  t h e o r i s t s . r *
y  h o .  1 4 2 5 ,  C a t  Cc;:t. Or l e n t  . B i b l .  Acad . L u g d u n o .
y  P e t i s  ( B i o g . U n i v . d e s  M u s . )  a n d  M i t 3a n a  ( La mon d e  o r i e n t a i e  
.1906, p . 1 9 5 )  s a y  t h a t  a  L a t i n  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  a  p a r t  o f  
t n e  K i t ab  a l - m u s i ^ i  was  made by  J e r o m e  o f  P r a g u e ,  b u t  
s e e  my A r a b i a n  I n f l u e n c e  on  M u s i c a l  T n e o r y . p .
y  Munk, M e l a n g e s ,  5 5 0 .
Kc s e g a r  t e n ,  U eber  d i e  B e n e n ^ u n g , 1 5 0 , 1 5 9 .
fj f+t
I t  was s u g g e s t e d  by  K c s e g a r t e n ^ *  L a n d , ^  a n d  T r i p o d o , ^  
t i i a t  a  jfS m e n t i o n e d  by  T o d e r i n i , / *  e n t i t l e d  t n e  Ma j a i  a l -  
m u s i q i  ( A r e n a  o f  M u s i c )  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t n e  l i b r a r y  o f  f Abd 
a l —Hamid  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  was  p e r h a p s  t n e  l o s t  s e c o n d  
p o r t i o n  c f  tn e  K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i .  B u t  t n e  t i ± 6 e  g i v e n  by  
them was c l e a r l y  a n  e r r o r  f o r  t n e  Madkn a l  a l - m u s l q l f *  o f  
w h i c n / c o p i e s  e x i s t e d  i n  t n e  f Abd a l - H a m i d  l i b r a r y , / ^  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n  o t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  s u c h  a s  t n e  
R a g n i b  P a s h a , A h m a d  I I I , ^  a n d  f A s h i r  A f a n d i  l i b r a r i e s . ^  
T n e r e  i s  a l s o  a  c o p y  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum.1̂
((/>. 3So) j
Munk / w a s ~ o f  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  l o s t  w ork  was  t h e  o n e  
t h a t  A n d r e s  r e f e r s  to  i n  h i s  O r i g i n s  e P r o g r e s s i  d ’o g n i  
L e t t e r a t u r a .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  i n c o r r e c t ,  s i n c e  A n d r e s  s a y s  t n a t  
h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was b a s e d  on p a r t i c u l a r s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  
C a s i r i  o f  a  MS i n  t n e  E s c u r i a l ,  a n d  T o d e r i n i  g i v e s  a  l e t t e r  
f r o m  C a s i r i  to  A n d r e s  w h i c h  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  A l - F a r a b i  MS i n  
t n e  E s c u r i a l ,  a n d ,  f r o m  t h e  d e t a i l s ,  i t  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  
f i r s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  K i t a b  a l - m u s i q i  a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d .
I n  h i s  K i t a b f i  i ^ s a 1 a l  - f  u lu m  t h e r e  i s  a  s e c t i o n
d e v o t e d  t o  m u s i c .  T h i s  work  was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  L a t i n ,  an d
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